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Thank you, M. Fuller, if you'll step
down for a nonent or a while. M. Hernbrode, do we
have anot her w tness?

MS. HERNBRODE: M. Slade wll be
presenting our next wtness, M. Chairnan.

(A brief recess was taken.)

CHAI RMAN NOBLE: Ed, w Il you put your
name on the record and the w tness?

MR SLADE: Sure. M nane is Edw n
Slade. I'mwth the Attorney Ceneral's Ofi ce,
representing the State Land Departnment. Good norni ng,
Conmi ssi oners.

COWM SSI ONER HORTON:  Good nor ni ng.
Rl CHARD LYNCH,
called as a witness on behal f of the State Land

Departnent, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MR SLADE:

Q And, M. Lynch, will you introduce yourself,
pl ease?

A Yeah. M nane is R chard Lynch, and I'mthe
owner of Verde Adventures in O arkdale, Arizona.

Q And what are you here to testify about today?
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To the navigability of the Verde River.

And thanks for nmaking the trip down. D d you
t hi s norni ng?

Yes, | did.

And did you hit any traffic?

Ch, yeah.

And how long did it take you?

It wasn't too bad. | nmean | was pretty

how qui ckly everything noved, but, you know,

comng froma little place into a big place with a | ot

of traffic is exciting.

Q
A.

Q

o >» O »

A

You cane from Canp Verde?

No, C arkdal e.

C ar kdal e.

And how | ong have you been in Arizona?

22 years.

And where did you grow up?

Kansas City, M ssouri.

And what brought you to the Verde Valley?
To the Verde Valley. Epoch, epoch wi nters.

Geat place to winter. Lived in Alaska before | cane

down here and spent one wi nter here and went, oh, ny
God, |'ve got to nove here.

Q And what are you doing up at the Verde Vall ey
t oday?
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A Today?

Q Yes.

A VW run a river operation on the Verde River.

Q Can you tal k about that operation a little
bit?

A Sure. W started this back in 2007, and

we're running different stretches of the Verde River
all the way from d arkdal e, Arizona up by Sycanore
Canyon all the way down through Canp Verde to Beasl ey
Fl ats.

Those are areas that we're commercially
permtted wwth with the Forest Service and the Town of
Cl arkdal e and Arizona State Parks, and we run these
trips. Primarily it's going to be a March through the
end of COctober operation. Once Novenber hits, cold
weat her cones in, people don't think about water in the

desert at that tine, although it's a great tine to go

boat i ng.

Q How nany people a year are you commercially
boat i ng?

A W' re doi ng anywhere from-- you know, it

depends on the season, but we're averagi ng somewhere

bet ween five to 6,000 people a year on the Verde R ver.

Q And those are boaters that you're |eading as
a gui de?
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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A Alittle bit of everything. Sone of themare
guided trips. The nmajority of themare guided trips.
W al so have rentals we provide people with, you know,
the boats, as well as tubing. W do tubing in the
sumertinme too. That's a May through Septenber
oper ati on.

Q So what nunber would you say you're guiding
down the river?

A Ch, the guiding portion of it would probably
be sonmewhere in the nei ghborhood of 80 percent of the
busi ness is going to be the guided trips. The rest,
really, the 20 percent, would be rentals and tubing.

Q And how many people do you have working for
you?

A Sunmertinme we'll be sonewhere in the
nei ghborhood of 18 to 25. It depends on our needs, the
day, conditions.

Q What tinme of year are your enpl oyees enpl oyed
with you? Al year, part of the year?

A It's seasonal. You know, we have |ike one
person that's on staff right now that's hel pi ng answer
phones, nyself. But once -- we really don't do a whole
heck of a lot until towards the end of February, first
of March; and then through Cctober, early Novenber is
when it all starts w nding down.
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Q How nuch are people paying for these trips?

A Trips, the guided trips are anywhere from $65
to $87 for guided trips.

Q And where are they going on the Verde River?

A Up in Carkdal e we have a new river access

point that we just put in this year. The Town of
Clarkdale is now | easing |and that Freeport MMRan
actually owns. They've got an agreenent. And that
goes -- it's called Lower TAPCO. So we go from Lower
TAPCO downstream about 3 mles to Tuzigoot, which is
actually on the Arizona State Park |and right there,
that stretch of the river.

Then in the mddle Verde right there in
Cot t onwood, we put on at Bl ack Canyon, another Forest
Servi ce access point, and we float to the confluence of
the Verde River in OGak Creek, where there's a vineyard,
Al cantara Vineyard. The trip is called Water to Wne.
And if anybody hasn't done it, believe nme, you'd | ove
it. Water and wine, classic trip; port famous too.

And then down at Canp Verde we go from Wite
Bridge to Beasley Flats. W have about a 10-mle
stretch of river that we do down there.

Q And how | ong have you been running this
comer ci al operation?
A Going into the eighth year.
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Q Is it successful, or how is business?
A It has its -- it got weird when the econony
got weird. Now things have gotten a |ot better. The

| ast couple years it's gotten really good.

Q Anyone el se runni ng comrerci al operations on
t he Verde?

A No. No, you won't find, you know -- it's
one -- it's a very -- it's a tough river for a

commerci al operator to run on logistically wise, as far
as the river access points are weird. There's a couple
peopl e that kind of have cone in and applied for
permts, but so far |I think there's only one other
person who's been issued a tenporary permt.

Q When you say it's a tough river, what do you
mean by that?

A It just wasn't set up. Wen you go to nost
river towms -- |I've been in the business for a | ong
time as a professional guide for nmany, many years, and
you go to nost towns in Col orado, Utah, New Mexico, and
a lot of their comrercial operations, a |ot of
permtting for |and use zoning was around the river.

And the Verde R ver Valley wasn't that way.
So we just don't have these river access points that
are all buffed out. Shuttles take a long tine.
There's just a lot of l|ogistical things.
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Once you get into it and start doing it and
put a pencil to it, you go, oh, ny God, you know, all
t he things you have to come up with to make these
t hi ngs happen. |It's getting easier because nore people
are involved in it now There's a |lot nore
consci ousness on the river, the econom c opportunities
that are there. So a |ot of changes are happening,
but, you know, it's been a slow go.

Q Movi ng al ong that access line, what is access
| i ke as you cone down the river? Are you having
troubl e accessing certain points? Are you having
troubl e noving down the river corridor?

A It's the river -- the river access points
are -- just in the last year or tw have they put up
signs so that the public actually knows there's access
points. And so you do have them but the roads to them
are pretty burly. You' ve got to al nobst have four-wheel
drive high-clearance vehicles, and then they're not in
pl aces that are conducive to launching a trip. They
m ght be in areas where there's a shear drop-off. You
ki nd of go, okay, how do I get ny boat in the water
here wi thout getting wet, things of that nature. It's
just not a lot of these river access points were well
t hought out by boaters.

Q As you nove down the river, do you have any
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probl enms going on that river corridor with access;
fences, private |andowner issues?

A No. The only issue that we do have going
down through a lot of the m ddle Verde section is
di version dans that are there for the irrigation, the
wat er users.

Q What tinme of year is nost of the boating
happeni ng in your operation?

A March through October, with the heaviest
enphasi s, say, My through Septenber.

Q And what are the flowrates like at that tine
of year, if you can recall?

A Spring is good. Spring, of course, we're
dealing with spring runoff, as long as we get a winter.
W' ve got higher fl ows.

Once we nove into the May, when all the
irrigation, everybody is watering fields, |ivestock,
everything's grow ng, certain parts of that river
corridor, especially those that are bel ow the
irrigation dans, can get pretty skinny. Sone of them
actually conpletely dry up until you nove downstream
maybe anot her seven, 800 yards, and then groundwat er
seepi ng underneath these dans start com ng back in.
But it gets pretty hard cone May, June.

Once you get nonsoon season starting, boom
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everything starts flash fl oodi ng again, people aren't
usi ng as nuch water, and it goes back into better
navi gability.

Q When you say flash flooding, how nany tines a
year is flooding an issue where you can't run a trip or
you need to cancel a future trip?

A Spring runoff, again, spring runoff, if we
get a big winter, boom you know, that first part of
March can be pretty tricky. So we'll always have a
coupl e of days here and there where we m ght have to
call trips or we have to go into bigger boats; we have
to go into rafts and do these things. Just depends on
the conditions, what skill |evel everybody's got at
that tine.

And then during the nonsoon season, we'll
average probably two to three days during the nonsoon
season where you just have to call it because of flash
fl oodi ng conditions.

Q So the vast npjority of the year, if | hear
you correctly, is a -- the river is in a boatable

condition, it's safe for boaters?

A Yes.

Q And, comercially, you stand behind that?

A Yes.

Q What are the depths |ike as you nove down the
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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river where you're running your conmercial operation?

A Vell, this tinme of year, of course, you know,
the wintertinme, we're running with a nice base fl ow
because not many water users are out there, plants
aren't growi ng, things of that nature.

So up in the Carkdale area we're | ooking at
pools right now that are anywhere from say, 3 to
5 feet deep. In our chutes and little drops, you know,
t hey' re about anywhere from you know, mid-calf to knee
to go through the little chutes that connect the deeper
pool s.
As you nove downstream it starts -- you

gat her nore and nore water constantly, and down in Canp
Verde right now the river is running close to about
300 cubic feet per second, according to the gage here
this norning, and down there it's a | ot deeper. You
know, Cak Creek has cone in. Beaver Creek has cone in.
West Clear Creek has cone in. So down they're we're
going to have pools that are going to be anywhere from
say, 4 to 6 feet deep, and your chutes are going to be
anywhere fromknee to hip. There's a |ot nore water
down t here.

Q Do you ever have any issues with a | ack of
wat er on these trips, where you' re getting out and
pul I'i ng your boats?

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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A No. | nean every once in a while you'll --
t hese are custoners; these are peopl e sonetines that
just don't -- they don't actually follow the flow.
Sonme of themjust go off in their own world and, you
know, they get grounded out.

But the river -- and we've done a | ot of work
toit. Wen the water gets |ow, we've gone out there,
we have to nove rock around. W have to -- where we
see people are stacking up or where they're not
followng the current, the flow, we've actually gotten
out there and we nove the rock around so that people
can boat through it. It does get skinny in May and
June, but we've never had a season that we haven't been
able to do it.

Q Now, you nention you nove rock around. Could

you boat the river w thout noving the rock around?

A You woul d be getting out of your boat a |ot.

Q And what section are you tal king about there?

A Al the sections.

Q What kind of boats do you use on these trips?

A W use the inflatable kayaks. They call them
duckies. These are -- they're real safe. They're

stable. They're like mniature little rafts, but
they're in the shape of a kayak, and you need
absolutely no skill whatsoever to use them That's why
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we -- you know, nost of our custoners, they're just
interested in a river experience. They' re not out
there to becone expert boaters or do anything way too
technical. So the inflatable kayaks, the duckies, are

just perfect for what we do.

Q So these are extrenely stabl e boats?

A You bet.

Q More stable than a canoe?

A A lot nore.

Q What's the draw on a kayak, an inflatable
kayak?

A You know, you get the average person in

t here, you woul d probably be going down 5 or 6 inches.

Q | s that a deeper draw than a canoe?

A No. No, a canoe, it would take nore. You
know, it's probably not a whole heck of a |ot nore, but
It's going to be -- because of the way it's made, it's
narrower. These inflatable kayaks are wider so it
di sperses, and, of course, they're inflated, they've
got air in them so it displaces the weight, you know,
across the water differently. A canoe, once you put

that in the water, they go down quite a bit.

Q Do you ever canoe on this river?

A No, we don't.

Q Let's tal k about some of the inpedi nents that
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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you encounter as you're noving down the river.
Have you ever seen a beaver damon the river?

A In the upper Verde |I've seen ponds where
they've -- they block things up. | wouldn't
necessarily call thema dam but, you know, they're out
there trying to retain water in the deep pools where
they live. They live in the banks, yeah, the beavers
in this part of the world. So they're trying to keep
their pools full, and so they'Il go down and they'Il --
but they'll never damit up. It just is helping the
wat er not flow through the reeds so quickly.

Q And in the stretch from d arkdal e, say, to
Canp Verde, you haven't seen any beaver dans across the
channel, the main channel ?

A Again, they're not dans. They're -- but,
yeah, beavers are doing stuff all the tine.

Q Have you ever cone across sonethi ng where

you' ve needed to go over?

A Yes.

Q And what do you do in that situation?

A W go over it.

Q How | ong does that take?

A Because you' ve got to get out of your boat.

It depends, if it's really cold and you don't want to
do it. You know, this is anywhere, you know, five to
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ten mnutes to get around the whol e thing, because
usual |y wherever they've built these things it's going
to be very reedy. There's going to be |ots of bushes
and trees. There's lots of things to navigate around

when you get to these things.

Q What type of rapids do you encounter?
A On the stretches that we boat, it's a
Class I, Cass Il. These are all float trips. This is

puppy dogs and ice cream noonbeans and uni corns.

Q Any safety issues with these rapids?

A No, no safety issues at regular flows. Once
you get into the -- once you get to flash flooding,
then it goes -- it can get off, it can go off. It can

get very danger ous.

Q And how many tines a year would you say it's
flash fl oodi ng?

A Vel |, you know, again, during the nonsoon
season you're going to have stuff happening, you know,
periodically throughout the season, in different
sections of the river too.

And then in the spring runoff you m ght have
anywhere from you know, two weeks to a nonth of very
hi gh water. And what becones technical is that the
current's noving you through the floodplain, and the
fl oodpl ai n now has got trees in it, and so you're
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boating right into trees.

Q So a nonth a year, you would say, water is
hi gh enough that there's an issue?

A Yes.

Q Have you seen any other types of boats on
this river besides |Ks?

A Canoes are a huge part of the Verde R ver.
It's very canoeable. That's probably your dom nant
craft out there. Hard shell kayaks, canoes, and then
certain tinmes of the year you'll see rafts out there
when it's -- in the spring runoff or during the nonsoon

season, when the water is higher.

Q How often do you see canoes?

A Every day.

Q Are they | oaded, unloaded; how nmuch wei ght?
A No, nost -- the sections that we boat on,

nost of the things we see are the day-trippers, people
who are out there. They m ght have a cooler. They
m ght have sonmething for a picnic; you know, and then,

of course, your basic energency gear, things of that

nat ur e.
Q Do you know of a young man naned Cal eb?
A Yes, | do.
Q Can you tell me a little bit about his

operation?
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A Don't know nuch about it. He just obtained a
permt here within the last year, and he primarily, in
his world, | believe he's primarily doing the hard
shel | kayaks and canoes on the Verde River.

Q And how old is he?

A He's a pretty young guy, | would say maybe
25, 26.

Q So he's just starting his comrerci al
busi ness?

A Correct.

Q And you nentioned this a little before, but
Is there a reason that -- you said the river isn't set

up for conmercial business, but are there any ot her
reasons why there isn't nore comercial boating? Are
there any issues with water?

A Certainly. You know, | nean if you | ook at
the statistics of where the river's going wth all of
us living in the Southwest, all of us wanting to |ive
in the Verde River Valley, over in Chino Valley,
there's a huge danger that we're going to punp it dry.
So froma long-term you know, business perspective, |
mean is it a smart investnent.

Q But you feel confortable in your investnent
at this point?

A Vell, this is not going to happen in ny

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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lifetine.
Q As you're noving through the river, do you

see it as a pool and riffle type river?

A Correct.

Q Wth pools deeper and riffles nore shall ow?
A Correct.

Q And how deep do those pools get?

A You know, average depth in the | ower portion

of the Verde Rver Valley there, you're going to have

pools that are going to be anywhere from you know, 4

to 6 feet. The upper, the upper stretch, where there's

| ess water, you're going to have things that are going
to be maybe 2 to 4 feet in those deeper pools.

Q And you said that the riffles are, in sone
areas today, calf to knee; is that correct?

A They' re what, now?

Q You said in sone areas the riffles are calf
to knee height?

A As far as the depth, right. This tinme of
year you can actually see the bottom It runs very
clear this time of year.

Q And what happens when the irrigation is shut
of f?

A Everything, the entire river corridor, the
river rises.
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Q What type of depths do you notice?

A Oh, because it's spreading out across the --
you know, off the river corridor, you're going to see
anywhere from you know, 6 inches to alnpbst a foot in
some pl aces.

Q O an increase or --

A Ch, yeah.

Q kay. What section is that?

A Vel l, right now down in Canp Verde, where,
again, that gets the mgjority of the water and that's
also -- during irrigation season that's the one that
gets the | east, because you have, | don't know how
many, 49 different water users, irrigation canals,
punps that are all up and down that whol e Verde River
corridor.

So what was your question, again?

Q The depth increases, in what sections do
t hose occur when the irrigation is shut off?

A kay. This tine of year down in Canp Verde,
boom you know, it's way up. Up in the d arkdal e
stretch there's not -- there's only one water user
above us, so that we're not seeing so nmuch there. But

all up and down, you know, the m ddle Verde corridor,

those -- the water level rises significantly during
the -- once everybody stops irrigating.
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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Q Way did you pick the Verde to do your
comerci al operation, as opposed to the Salt or the
Gla?

A Vel |, a nunber of reasons. One, you know, |
live there in the Verde River Valley. Nobody was doing
it, and it's in a great location in terns of people.
Peopl e are com ng to Sedona. People are going to the
G and Canyon. | nean we're in the mddle of a
t remendous anount of people [ooking for fun things to
do.

And the Salt River, well, you know, there's
no permts for that. You know, you have to queue up or
buy sonebody's operation to do that.

The Gla is even, you know, nore of a
challenge, and it's in the mddle of nowhere. And |
wor ked commercially on both of these guys as a

prof essional guide, so | know a | ot about them

Q And this is your main enploynment, right?
A Correct.
Q Have you been down ot her sections of the

river apart from where your comrercial operation is?

A Yeah. Are you talking the Verde River?
Q Ri ght.
A Yeah, conpletely. |[|'ve been from Sycanore

Canyon all the way down to Horseshoe Reservoir and then
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have boated different sections bel ow Bartlett Dam

Q Have you seen ot her boats when you have
gone?

A Ch, yeah.

Q What type of boats?

A Everything from you know, inflatable kayaks,
canoes, rafts, hard shell kayaks; pretty nuch all your
boating craft that you would use for rivers and
streans.

Q As you have had your operation, you've been

in the Verde Valley for 20 years?

A 22, yeah.

Q And your operation for about 8 years?

A Correct.

Q How has the river changed over that tine?
A How has the river -- well, whenever we get

the big flash flooding, of course, everything changes.
You know, there's certain places that just get -- the
channel gets noved over here, where it used to run over
there, particularly at confluences, where you have the
QGak Creek comng in, you have West C ear Creek, Beaver
Creek. Those things get -- during the big water events
t hose areas get really crazy because everything' s
going. The Verde River is going off, plus the side
canyons are going off.
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And t hen when we have the big flood events,
it cleans the whole corridor out. There's no nore
trees. Because once we go into |low water tines, the
entire river corridor becones -- is overgrown wth
trees and bushes and all kinds of vegetation, and when
we have our big flood events, bam | nean it's just
cl eared out.

Q Anyt hing el se you would like to say about
your operation?

A Vel |, how many peopl e here have ever boated
on the Verde River? Can | ask the audi ence here?

W're offering a 12 percent discount, called
12 Days of Christmas. Sorry about that. You go to our
website and we are, we have 12 Days of Christmas gifts
out there today. You can buy 30 percent off, plus

t hank you very much for contributing to ny w nter

enpl oynent .
Q | want to ask you one nore thing here. Sone
exhibits were submtted. | believe SRP submtted sone

exhibits related to your Sedona Adventure Tours.

A Correct.

Q And that's -- your conpany is Verde R ver
Advent ures, whi ch works under Sedona Adventure Tours?

A Right. The Sedona Adventure Tours is
primarily a website where people are booking our trips
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as well as other trips too, and Verde Adventures is the
operating conpany that has the permts with the Forest

Service, the State Parks, and the Town of C arkdal e.

Q And | believe I'mlooking at the top one.
A Ckay.
Q And you' ve got a description of your Verde

River trip?

A Are you tal king about the new guided trip on
the Verde River at O arkdal e?

Q Yes.

A Yeah.

Q Wiere it starts "Interspersed with

exhilarating chutes" --
A Yeah.
Q -- do you see that?
kay. As part of your marketing tool, are
you setting this up to neet the needs and the
expectations and the thrills of your custonmers? How do
you wite these paragraphs?

A Ch, ny God. You know, a |ot of wordsmthing,
you know. Yeah, we're trying to portray, you know,
that these are fun, safe float trips. This isn't
whi tewat er rafting.

You know, when we first started out, you
know, when people hear river trips, they think of the
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Col orado. They think of other rivers. So we do
everything we can to nake it, you know, sound fun,
exciting, safe, fun famly thing. And we're all
witing this, actually, so that she who nust be kept
happy at all cost and nmakes every econom c deci sions

wi |l buy our product.

Q So when you nention exhilarating --

A This is |ike a no-brainer. Ckay.

Q When you nention exhilarating chutes, what do
you nean?

A Oh, they're fun. You know, you get spl ashed

and you get to go through these fun little chutes
that -- these are where the little waves are; you know,
this is where people get wet and scream

Q And | ower down on the page you say "This is a

physical activity with a mandatory portage"?

A Yeah.
Q Can you talk a little bit about that portage?
A Vell, this one, this particular stretch up in

Clarkdale, this is a damthat was built back in the
m ning days to hold water for a conbination of things;
for, you know, the snelter, the whole m ning operation,
and then it also diverts water into a | ake up there
outside of C arkdale called Peck's Lake.

So they built this, you know, back in, God
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knows when, 1912, 1917, whenever that whol e operation
started up. And it still exists today, and it's quite
the barrier that inpedes boating. You have to stop,
get out, and wal k your boat around the dam at nost
water |levels. Once it's been higher, and |'ve boated
at higher levels, it just becones a big wave and you
just go over the whol e thing.

But right nowit is -- we want to | et people
know this is -- you know, this particular trip requires
that you get out of your boat in the mddle of the
trip, you know, wal k around. Qur guides deal wth your
boat, but you've got to wal k around, over sone pretty
uneven ground, and then wal k down a staircase. And
then we send the boats over the dam and anot her gui de
at the bottom grabs them and sw ngs them around so that
peopl e can get back in them and off they go again.

Q And right below that | think we have the
frequently asked questions; do you see that?

A Is there a page |'mlooking for in
particul ar?

Q Yeah. 1It's going to start off with your nmin

website page, your index, and then it's going to have

your FAQs.
A Ckay, got it.
Q You have a question on there, "Do you have to
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have kayaki ng experience?" And how do you answer that?

A "No. "

Q And why not ?

A Vell, that's why we use the inflatable
kayaks. The duckies are -- you just don't need any
skill. You can hit things, you can bounce off things,

you can get stuck on things, and they do -- they
just -- they're just a superior craft for any kind of
boater. | nmean I'ma pretty good boater, and that's
what | wuse.

Q And we al so have a Facebook post. You m ght
have passed that already.

A Got it.

Q That's it.

And this is from August 19th. It said you're

cl osed today due to all the wonderful noisture we are

recei vi ng.
Can you talk a little bit about why you were
cl osed?
A Big old flash flood that just nailed our --

you know, that area around Sycanore Canyon and
Cl arkdal e, that just put the water level at a place
where we just went, okay, yeah, we're not going to be
able to do this today.

Q How | ong did that |ast?
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A day.
One day?
Yeah.

And the next day you were back on the river?

> o0 > O >

Correct.

Yeah, during the nonsoon season it tends to
be a daily occurrence, you know, and dependi ng upon
whi ch stretch of the river you're on, where the cloud
bursts are located. It varies all over the place.

Q Do you have a specific flow range that you
cut off trips at?

A Right. On the upper Verde, in the d arkdale
stretch up there, it's 300. And down in the Canp Verde
stretch it's about 700 where we -- the water is ripping
pretty close. And we'll actually | ook at our crew and
talk to people before they go out, if we've got, you
know, a good group of athletes, people who are
confortable, and we'll also increase our
gui de-t o- passenger ratio and just to nake the trip
saf er.

During the sunmertinme it's not a big issue,
because if people go swmmng, they're just sw nmm ng,
they're having a great tinme. During the spring it's
hypot herm a, you know, and the spring runoffs tend to
be vastly bigger.
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Q And what about the | ow end of those cutoffs;
is there a low flowrange that is too | ow for you to be
boat i ng?

A Not yet.

Q So in your opinion, in the segnent that you
cormercially boat, is that a navigable river?

A Ch, yeah.

Q And in the other segnents that you have
boat ed on, but you don't have commercial activity
yourself, is that a navigable river?

A They' re tougher because there's a lot -- you
know, since nobody's out there maintaining themon a
regul ar basis, there's a ot nore tree growth,
strainers, trees that have fallen.

What we do on the stretches that we
coommercially boat all the tine, we're out there
constantly cutting back the bushes, the trees. Wen
things fall into the river, we go out there wth our
chai nsaws, because we've got to get all that stuff out
of the river or people -- it's just not safe. You
can't get around it.

So when you go into stretches of the river
that we don't boat commercially, that can get
relatively overgrown with all kinds of strange things.

Q And so sonme of the inprovenents that you're
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making, that's to provide a better experience for your
custoner, right?

A Better experience and safer.

Q But could you personally or someone who's
wanting to go down in a canoe with commercial goods,
could they go down that river wthout those
| mprovenent s?

A Ch, sure. Yeah, soneone who knows what
t hey' re doing, you bet.

Q So a skilled boat man?

A You bet.

MR. SLADE: That's all the questions |
have. Thanks a lot for com ng out.

THE W TNESS: Thank you. Merry

Chri st mas.
M5. HERNBRCDE: You don't get to | eave.
CHAI RVAN NOBLE: One nonent.
THE WTNESS: OCh, | don't get to | eave?
Ckay

MS. HERNBRODE: The fun is al nbst over.
CHAl RVAN NOBLE: M. Hood, | take it

that you would like to ask M. Lynch sonme questions?

MR HOOD: If it would be all right with

you, M. Chairman.
CHAI RVAN NOBLE: It is all right with
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t he Conm ssi on.

MR HOOD: G eat.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

BY MR HOOD:
Q Good norning, M. Lynch.
A Good nor ni ng.
Q My nanme is Sean Hood. | represent Freeport

Mnerals, who you're famliar with, it sounds |ike?

A Yes, | am

Q Freeport Mnerals is a related entity to
Freeport McMoRan, as |'m sure you put together.

A Ckay.

Q Let ne ask you, | want to back up to the end,
towards the end of your discussion with M. Sl ade; and
he asked you if there was any |low end cutoff in terns
of discharge or depth, and you said not yet.

What's the shall owest the river's been when
you' ve been out there boating it?

A It gets pretty skinny. | nean in terns of
cubic feet per second, the Canp Verde stretch has been
down into the 17, 18 cubic feet per second, and which
isn't a lot of water; but, again, it all stays in the
channel. W're out there noving rocks. W're hel ping
to keep the water in channels so that it is boatable in
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di fferent sections.

Up in the O arkdale and the m ddl e Verde
stretch, there's just nore water up there because
there's |l ess water users. There's |ess diversion dans
i n those particul ar stretches.

Q What woul d you estinmate the | owest discharge,
in cfs, has been in that area that you' ve still been
able to boat?

A Wl |, according to the gages -- and, again,

t he gages are weird because it depends on where they're
at, where they fall in the river, and what diversion
dans are out there and who is irrigating, who's

pul ling. But according to the USGS gages up there in
Clarkdale, it's around 50 has been the |low fl ow that we
saw, not this year, but it was |ast year, | believe in
June.

And the sane thing with the low flow in Canp
Verde according to the SRP gage. They have sone | ow
flow indicators. They're saying that it was
somewhere -- in Canp Verde was sonewhere around 18, 19,

17 was the low flow | ast year during the nonth of June.

Q And that was in d arkdal e?

A No, that was -- 17, 18, that was down there
i n Canp Verde.

Q Canmp Verde. And so what would you estinate
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t he depth was when you were down in that 17 to 18 cfs
range, very skinny, |ike you said?

A Ch, it was skinny. You're talking about
areas of maybe just enough to get the boats through,
you know, maybe 8 to 10 inches in sone spots.

Q Have you seen any portion of the river
shal  ower than 8 to 10 i nches?

A Yes, particularly right after -- you know,
right after some of the big diversion dans, it wll
dry up. It will alnost be conpletely gone, and then
t he groundwater starts com ng in downstream severa

hundred yards.

Q You tal ked about the river rising when people

stopped irrigating. Do you renenber that testinony?

A Correct.

Q What tinme of year is that when the irrigation

starts to sl ow down?
A Cct ober.
Q Ch, | nmeant to follow up. The 50 cfs in

Cl arkdale, which is the lowest | think you said you had

seen it, at |east according to the gage data, what
depth did that equate to, approximtely?

A You're going to be | ooking at, you know,
maybe -- going through the chutes and the riffles,
those are going to be the | owest spots. You know,
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you're | ooking at, you know, a lot of |like md-calf. I
don't know. Maybe a foot or a little bit nore of
water. Not quite as bony as the Canp Verde stretch.

Q And when you're tal king about these
i nflatabl e duckies that draw 5 to 6 inches and you' ve
got md-calf water, are you bouncing on sone of the
rocks fromtine to tine?

A Yes.

Q And | assune that's one of the reasons you
use these duckies, is these inflatable craft are pretty
good for when you're bouncing on rocks?

A Correct.

Q You woul d rather be in an inflatabl e ducky
than in a wooden canoe bouncing on rocks?

A Correct.

Q M. Sl ade asked you a question about the draw
of a canoe, and you said it was nore than the
I nfl at abl e kayaks that you use, the inflatable duckies,
so nore than that 5 to 6 inches.

Can you be nore specific in your estimte of
what their draw woul d be?

A |'mnot a canoer. |'ma ducky guy. But I
see these guys, you know, going. | can see and | can
hear them when they're com ng down. Wen they're
com ng down the river at |ower flows, you can hear
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t hem you know, going over the rocks. You can see them
hitting things and tal king about, oh, yeah, we had to

get out and drag here, we had to get out here; where

the duckies will, for the nost part, glide right over
ever yt hi ng.
Q So when portions of the streamare in

m d-cal f depth condition, you' re hearing the canoes
colliding with the rocks?

A Yeah. Different tines of the year, yes.

Q You tal ked about you've been doing this a
|l ong tinme, you've been running an outfitter's business
in multiple states over the years; is that --

A No, worked professionally since '92. Cuided
all over I|daho, Mntana, U ah, Col orado, New Mexi co,
Arizona, and then started nmy operation in 2007.

Q What rivers and streans have you gui ded on
over the years?

A Ch, ny God. Well, all up and down the
Col orado River, through the G and Canyon, up in Mntana
on the Lochsa, the Fl athead, the Snake, the G een
Ri ver, the Yanpa, the San Juan River, the Aninas, the
Rio Gande, the Gla River, the Salt R ver, both

sections, upper Salt, lower Salt. Al those | guided

cormercially and nore. | can't renenber themall.
Q Tell us about the San Juan. That's in U ah
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if | renmenber correctly?

A Ri ght.
Q Tel | us about that one.
A Gorgeous river. OCh, ny God. | nean classic.

It's a Gand Canyon style trip that you -- but you
don't have to take the -- you don't have to go out and
do it in tw weeks. You can do an overnight trip or
even a day trip.

Q How does -- what kind of depths do you
typically have on the San Juan?

A Agai n, you know, it depends on the tinme of
year. You know, that can get pretty skinny in the |ate
sunmertinme, because it's also a working river. You
have trenmendous anmount of water users up, and it's also
dam controlled with the Navajo Dam com ng out of New
Mexi co.

Soit wll be all over the place; but, you
know, its average flow when |'mout there boating it is
somewhere in the nei ghborhood of |ike 1,000 to 2, 000.

Q And what kind of depths are you getting at
that 1,000 to 2,000 cfs discharge?

A Hard to tell. 1It's such a sedinent river you
just don't see the bottom you know, but you're not
hitting stuff. You' ve got a great channel all the
tinme.
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Q What kind of boats have you used on the
San Juan?
A Ducki es and rafts.

Q What kind of rafts?
A Everything from9 1/2-foot rafts all the way
up to 18-foot Achilles G and Canyon styl e boats.

Q Have you ever used those kinds of rafts on
t he Verde?
A The smal |l er ones, yes. W use smaller rafts,

like | said, when we have periods of high water, and
just for us guides ourselves, when we want to go
boating, I've got a fleet of smaller rafts that we go
boati ng when we have the opportunity.

Q What about the 18-footers, have you ever used
one of those on the Verde?

A No, |'ve not used them but | see them

Q And that's only, probably, during the
spring runoff, March tinme frame; February, March,
maybe?

A Yeah. Monsoon tine, yeah. A lot of the
bi gger boats, they want to run the whitewater section,
whi ch you' ve got to have quite a ot nore water to run,
but they'll run all the way from Beasley Flats down to
Childs is a real frequent raft trip for big water.

Q And woul d that be February through March, or
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what - -

A Yeah, February, January. Well, all wnter
long. Well, | shouldn't say all w nter |ong; but,
yeah, whenever we have the higher winter events. Once
we start getting snowpack and it starts rel easing
hi gher waters, |'ve seen wi nters where peopl e have
boated it all winter long in rafts because it just had
t hat nmuch fl ow consistently because we were getting
back-to-back storns all the tinme and sonmething is
constantly nmelting on those | ower benches. So, you
know, it had great flow going down to Horseshoe
Reservoir, going down to Childs.

Q And there's sone variability year to year
correct?

A Oh, yeah.

Q Yeah. You've been doing this seven, eight
years, it sounds |like, on the Verde?

A Vell, no, | canme up, | started boating here
in '92, came up here, and then when we had the epoch,
epoch water years. Ch, ny God. You know, that's when
| first came here to Arizona. | had no idea that there
was ever a drought. Wo said -- who -- everything was
raging when | first got here, and so |'ve been boating
it for a long tine.

Q |"'mtrying to identify what a typical year
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| ooks like in ternms of the spring runoff and the
snowrelt and the winter high flow period. Wat would
you characterize that in a typical year, which nonths
or which portions of which nonths?

Run that by me again, now?

Yeah, that wasn't very well stated.

Yeah, that kind of sounded conpli cat ed.
Yeah, it was, and | apol ogi ze for that.

That' s okay.

o >» O >» O »

Thank you so nuch.

Wiat |'mtrying to get a sense for, obviously
sone Januarys are going to be wetter than others, and
that m ght be a high flow period; whereas in sone
years, really, when you're tal ki ng about the high

flow period, you're talking nore about February and

March - -

A Ri ght.

Q -- is that fair?

A Yeah.

Q And | just want to get a sense, in a typica

year, what does the high flow winter period conprise in
a typical year?

A Are you tal king about the flow |l evels, or are
you tal ki ng about --

Q VWi ch -- which --
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A -- the period of tinme?

Q Whi ch period of time tends to be the high
flow period in a typical year, understanding there's
variability year to year?

A Vell, fromlooking at |ogistics, again, going
to the USGS site -- and | m ght not be a hundred
percent accurate. It's been a while since |'ve taken a
| ook at all this stuff. But |I believe it's like the
very | ast week of January and the first three weeks of

February typically are the big event tines, because

that's when we're getting -- you know, we're getting
big snow. But this will run -- your big -- your runoff
will run all the way into -- usually into, you know,
say, md April.

Q So March usually tends to be a higher flow

period as wel | ?
A Oh, yeah.
Q Yeah, okay.
Do you have any under st andi ng about when
i nfl at abl e ducki es becane avail abl e, what year or what
time frame?
A No. | nmean | just -- everyone was using them

when | came on the scene.

Q What year was that?
A ' 92.
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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MR. HOOD: WMay | approach, M. Chairnman?

CHAl RMAN NOBLE:  Yes.
MS. HERNBRODE: What exhibit?

MR HOOD: This is Final Report Criteria

For Assessing Characteristics of Navigability For Snall

Wat ercourses in Arizona. This is Verde 21 fromthe
first phase of the proceedi ngs.
BY MR HOOD:

Q ' mjust going to have you read that
par agraph, if you woul d.

A Ckay.

Q M. Lynch, would you please read the -- and,
|"msorry, let nme give a page nunber. We're on

Page 32; is that right --

A Yes.

Q -- of that docunent?

A Yes, 32.

Q Wul d you pl ease just read out |oud the

paragraph that | bracketed for you?
A Certainly.
"Kayaks, al though common in the arctic
regions for thousands of years, were apparently not
used in Arizona until after World War 11. Inflatable

boats were available as early as the 1850s, but these

boats were awkward, difficult to maneuver, and not very
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durable, and it was not until artificial rubber was

devel oped during World War |l that inflatables becane
feasible.”
Q And you don't have any information that would

cause you to take issue with any of those statenents,
do you?

A Vel l, again, | don't know anythi ng about when
they were first devel oped or --

Q And that's what |'m asking you

A -- any of this stuff, yeah.

Q Do you have any personal know edge that you
woul d say | disagree with this statenent or that
statenment? It sounds |ike no?

A No.

Q Ckay. Thank you.

Let nme just make sure |'ve got the right
website here. You're at -- it's Verde Adventures. The
website is Verde Adventure dot-com w thout the S; is
t hat --

A Yes. Sonebody el se owns that dommi n nane.
We couldn't get that one.

Q kay. And so -- and |I'm not sure.

MR. HOOD: May | approach again,
M. Chai rman?
CHAI RVAN NOBLE:  Yes.
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BY MR HOOD:
Q This is the website that | pulled up. Can
you just confirmfor nme that this is a picture of one

of the rubber duckies --

A Yeah.
Q -- that you were describing?
A Yeah.
Q G eat .

CHAI RVAN NOBLE: M. Hood, that may be a
little difficult to enter into the record.

MR HOCD: Yeah, let me -- | wanted to
confirml| was on the right website, because | saw Verde
Adventure, Verde Adventures, and sone other variations.

What | have a plan to do, and |I'm happy
to show this to Ms. Hernbrode, | would probably -- |
have now -- it's at Verde Adventure dot-com and | have
a picture of an inflatable ducky, and I will probably
be maki ng a col or photocopy of that and submitting it
to M. Mehnert later this week.

CHAI RVAN NOBLE: Thank you.

BY MR HOOD:

Q And | think what you said with M. Sl ade
earlier is that you don't use canoes w th your
operation?

A Correct.
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Q You focus on the duckies?

A Ri ght.

Q Have you ever personally used a canoe in the
Ver de?

A No.

Q You have a strong preference for the duckies?

A Ri ght.

Q They're a superior craft at |east as far as

the Verde River goes?

A For our custoners they're great. You know,
and | started boating in an inflatable kayak, so --
canoes are very technical. You've got to have great
skill. This is not a boat for just anybody to go out.
Boating in a canoe on noving water, you've got to have
skill. Boating on the Verde River in a canoe, you
better have skill or you're out of the boat and you're
wr apped around a tree and, guess what, you just bought
a new canoe, because those things wll break in half.

Q On what rivers have you used a canoe?

A In M ssouri, up where | grew up on the
different rivers outside of -- in the Ozarks, and |
can't renenber all their names, but that was a quite
common thing that we did when we were -- when | |ived
back there.

Q What tinme frame was that?
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A Thi s woul d have been ' 70s.
Q And had you seen any of those rubber duckies

at that point?

A | don't think so. | don't -- yeah, | don't
recall. Mssouri is kind of a canoe state.
Q So you' ve spent a lot of time in a canoe,

just not on the Verde?

A Correct.

Q You tal ked about the l|ocation of the USGS
gages. Do you know where they are? Do you --
Yeah.
When you go by them you say, oh, here --
Ri ght, you can tell
-- here's the Paul den gage, here's the --
You bet.
kay. Wiich gages are you famliar wth?

On the Verde River, the O arkdal e gage, the

> O > O >» O >

Canp Verde gage, the Tangle, which is down there

t owards, you know, Horseshoe Reservoir. Those are the
three that we pass on the river trips, and those are
the only three that are out there.

There are sone SRP | ow fl ow gages at
different spots, and they tend to be disguised to | ook
| i ke rocks so nobody can do anything with them |
guess.
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Q And where -- so let's -- | think the first
one you said is the GS gage near d arkdal e?

A Correct.

Q And where is that located? Is it in a pool;
isit inariffle?

A No, it's actually kind of -- yeah, it's in a
pool, right along, you know, a big cliff face, and it
maybe is maybe a mle and a half, two mles down from
t he confl uence with Sycanore Canyon.

Q The Canp Verde gage is also in a pool, right?

A The Canp Verde gage, yes, Canp Verde gage is
also in a pool.

Q And then | think the third that you nentioned
Is Tangle Creek; is that right?

A Ri ght.

Q And that's also a pool --
A Correct.

Q -- as opposed to a riffle?

MR HOOD: M. Lynch, | thank you for
your tinme, thanks for com ng down, and have a safe trip
back up, and good luck for the rest of the winter.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN NOBLE: Excuse nme, M. Lynch.

Are there any others who would like to
ask M. Lynch sonme questions?
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MR HEILMAN. M. Chairman, | woul d.

CHAI RVAN NOBLE: Good. You'll do it
after the break.

VW will break for 15 m nutes, which
nmeans, according to the clock on the wall, 10: 35.

(A recess was taken from10:20 a.m to

10: 35 a.m)

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR HElI LMAN:

Q Good norning, M. Lynch.
A Good nor ni ng.
Q My nane is Jeff Heilman. | represent Salt

Ri ver Project in these proceedings.

CHAI RVAN NOBLE: M. Heil man, you suffer
fromthe same malady that M. Mark McG nnis suffers
from and that is the aversion to the m crophone.

MR HEILMAN: Is this better?

CHAI RVAN NOCBLE:  Sonewhat .

BY MR HElI LMAN:
Q Ckay. |1'mjust going to ask a coupl e of
foll owup questions for you.
You say you operate your business --

CHAl RMAN NOBLE: Excuse ne. Can we get

you to spell your |ast nane?
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MR HEILMAN.  Heilman, HE-I-L-MA-N
CHAI RVAN NOBLE: Thank you.
MR. HEILMAN. No probl em
BY MR HElI LMAN:
Q So you operate your business, Verde Adventure
Tours, between March and Cctober; is that correct?
A Correct.
Q What do you do the rest of the year, as far
as occupation?
A Just buy the 12 Days of Christnmas canpaign
Now.

No, well, actually, we have another -- but,
yeah, this tinme of year we're offering constantly gift
certificate deals, discounts, whatever, just to
stinul ate people, you know, purchasing for the next
season.

W have a wine tour operation that goes to
t he vineyards throughout the Verde River Valley that is
an activity that we do do during the wintertine.

Q And that's not using boats; that's not the
Water to Wne tour, right?

A No, no, these are in vans.

Q Ckay. And do you have any other jobs besides
runni ng this business?

A No.
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Q No?
You said that your Verde Adventure Tours

enpl oys between 18 to 25 people; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q Are all those full-time enpl oyees?

A No, no, it's seasonal. Like |I said, once the
season starts, we'll probably start off there in March

wi th sonewhere in the nei ghborhood of 10 or 12; and
then as we nove into summertinme, when our tubing
operation starts up and it's just -- everyone's on, you
know, summer vacation and whatever, that's when our
nunbers wll bunp up into the 18 to 25 range. Just
depends on the year. |t depends on our needs.

Q Ckay. And you al so nentioned in your
testinony that a few years ago your business got weird,
| think is what you said. Wat happened during that
time period?

A The econom c, you know, when the econony
went, you know, in the tank. Mbst of our custoners
actually come from Arizona and as -- you know, our
custoners live here, the mpgjority of them and as, you
know, everyone tightened up, and there's only X anpbunt
of dollars to go around, so it -- and we were new and
the Verde River operation, the whole Verde R ver
experience was very new. | nean nobody even knew t here
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was a river there.

Q Actual ly, you said on your testinony that
when you started running your tours, no one el se was
doing it at that tine?

A No.

Q So you were the first comrercial operator?

A | don't think I"'mthe first. | think people
have tried to do this. | know there was a guy who was
runni ng a canoe operation for several years. | believe
It was called River Oter Canoe, and, you know -- no,
and | think there was Red Rock Jeep Tours did a canoe
thing down there for several years, and they just got
out of it and just started focusing on being a Jeep
tour conpany.

And, again, canoes are very technical. |
think a lot of them fromwhat | heard, you know, they
| ost a | ot of gear and equi pnment because people don't
know how t o maneuver around obstacles. You' ve got to
have skill.

Q Do you know if they were operating it around

the sane areas you were?

A Yes.

Q So pretty nmuch the sane stretches of the
river?

A Yeah, that's -- particularly the one at Canp
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Verde, that's the one that actually has Forest Service

devel oped river access points, RAPS we call them where
there's restroons, there's parking, there's information
boards out there, things of that nature that nake it

| mpr oved.

Q And as far as the river access points, which
ones does your business use?

A Vell, right nowwe're actually permtted on
every single one, you know, up and down the entire
Verde River Valley, so from-- in the tow of
Cl arkdal e, from Lower TAPCO to Tuzi goot to Bl ack
Canyon, which is right there in Cottonwood, down to --
then at Canp Verde it's Wiite Bridge, Cear Creek, and
Beasl ey Fl ats.

Q Do you know i f peopl e were using those river
access points at the tine of statehood, 1912, or are

t hey nore recent?

A | woul dn't know about the previous years, but
all of this started happening -- these got actually
devel oped, | believe, in the early '80s, is when

fundi ng becane available to create river access points
t hat were inproved.

Q kay. | wanted to tal k about what you said
your business does to naintain the channel of the
river, and you said you nove rocks?
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A Uh- huh.

Q And you use chai nsaws. Wat are the
chai nsaws for?

A The trees that fall in the river. You know,
because the river is, you know, is a dynamc
environnment and trees are growi ng al ong the bank, you
know, and when you have the big flash flooding events,
you know, here goes the bank being cut away and so
you'll have trees that are falling into the river
constantly.

Q And do you have to nove rocks after every
flash fl ood because new rocks end up in the river?

A Good question. Sonetines yes, sonetines no.
Sonetinmes after the big floods it just rechannelizes
everything. A lot of what we've done, the river just
tends to floww th it and actually create a deeper
channel than it was before.

Q | f you hadn't noved rocks or if you didn't
nove rocks or cut down these trees or use chainsaws to
renove brush and debris, could you operate your

commerci al busi ness?

A Yeah. It wouldn't be very pretty.
Q Do you think you woul d have | ess custoners?
A Vell, yeah. You' d have to -- | mean you

woul d have to have people getting in and out of the
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boat all the tine.

Q You said you're not a canoer; is that
correct?

A Right. | haven't taken that path in terns
of -- I've canoed, but it's not what | do now.

Q Wiy is that?

A Pretty nuch, you know, when | canme out here,
everybody was in inflatable kayaks, and, again, canoes
are very, very technical. The position you' ve got to
be inin a canoe, in terns of today' s canoes, you know,
you' re basically paddling on your knees, and | don't

have really good knees anynore.

Q kay. And then you also said that with your
busi ness and the way you advertise it, you're trying to
give thema river -- your custoners a river experience?

A Correct.

Q And you actually advertise quite a bit about
how safe it is and -- is that correct?

A Correct.

Q Do you choose the portion of the river where

you operate your tours based on trying to give a safe
trip to your customers?

A Vell, no, basically, | nmean where we're
operating is because this is what our -- these are
| mproved Forest Service, State Park, Town of C arkdal e
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sites that we actually have the permts on, and this
I's, you know, how you get to and fromthe river. |If
not, you're going to be taking out on private |and and
putting in on private land, which is not feasible.

Q kay. Would you operate this kind of
comerci al tour bel ow Beasl ey Flats?

A No. That's a tougher stretch to run a
commercial. That's very technical. You know, you've
got to have people who have really good skill.

Q Wul d you take a ducky out bel ow Beasl ey
Fl ats on high fl ow days?

A No. | would go in a raft. No, the higher
flows get pretty scary.

Q Oh, yeah, | wanted to ask about your w ne

tours. The Water to Wne tour, howlong is that trip?

A About an hour and a hal f.
Q How far down the river?
A It's about 2 mles. W go from Bl ack Canyon

river access point down to the confluence where Qak
Creek conmes into the Verde River and take out on
private land. That's actually the Al cantara Vi neyard.

That's where the trip ends.

Q That vineyard is right on the Verde R ver?
A Correct.

Q Do you know if that winery irrigates with
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water fromthe Verde River?

A | know they have -- they have a well, so they
are -- they're using well water. | don't know. |'m
sure that they have to be bel ow t he base fl ow,
according to what |'ve heard.

MR HEILMAN: | think that's all 1 have.

CHAI RVAN NOBLE: Thank you.

| s there anyone el se who would like to
question M. Lynch?

M5. MONTGOMERY: M. Chairman?

CHAI RVAN NOBLE: Pl ease cone forward.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. MONTGOMERY:

Q Good norning, M. Lynch.
A Good nor ni ng.
Q My nanme is Susan Montgonery, and |I'mthe

attorney for the Yavapai - Apache Nation. Thank you for
bei ng here today.

A Thank you.

Q | really want to tal k nore about duckies, but

|"mnot going to right now.

A Ckay.

Q But they're very exciting.

A W have themon sale right now too,
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Christmas, 12 Days of Christmas special.

Q | think I"mpretty much ready to conme up

A Ckay.

Q As long as | can get a discount.

A Wne tours too.

Q Definitely.

A Yeah.

Q Ckay. So | have a couple of things | want to

ask you about here.
You first cane to the Verde Valley how | ong

ago?

A ' 92.

Q '92. And you becane interested in the Verde
Ri ver then?

A Yeah.

Q kay. How did you | earn about the conditions
on the Verde Ri ver when you cane to the Verde Valley?

A Vell, by -- you know, at the tinme, you know,
you're just personally boating it. This is, of course,
t he beginning of the internet and all kinds of
i nformati on. But as, you know, the online informtion
becanme nore avail able, |ooking at, you know, getting
the USGS stats on what's here, what's there. But
primarily physically doing it, you know, going out and
boating all these different spots.
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Q So but you said this is also the age of the
internet. So you did take advantage of the internet;

you started using the gage data, things |ike that?

A Once | got a conputer

Q Yeah, okay.

A | was a boatman for a |l ot of years.

Q Yeah, sounds |ike --

A Not a | ot of conputers out there.

Q Sounds |ike you're very experienced today.

A Yeah.

Q O at least wth duckies, and canoes perhaps.

So did you also, in understanding or getting
to | earn about the Verde River, did you |l ook at any
gui debooks or any of those sort of things?

A Not nuch really existed that you could find
around here at that time. Eventually, yes. And |
can't renenber who, what, where, when, or how, but
t here was a gui debook that a gentleman created. |
think his last nane was Slingenluff or Slingluff. And
that becane like the -- that was the only guide at the
time, and that becane |ike the Bible. Now there's a
bunch of different stuff. You can get online about the
entire river corridor

Q So nowadays it's very accessible to find
i nformation about the river?
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A Getting better.
Q Yeah.
A You know, we're comng out with an app, a

Verde River map, you know, that you can have on your
phone that will tell you exactly where you're at,
what's com ng up, where you' ve been.

Q So is it an app or an app with a map?

A Both, I couldn't believe, according to what
|"m hearing. This is all being put together right now
by American Rivers, and a lot of this is actually being
sponsored by the Walton Fam |y Foundati on, which has
made the Verde River one of their top ten projects.

But everything that's going on out there
ri ght now i s happeni ng because of huge grants that are
being witten, and this is being funded primarily by
the Walton Fam |y Foundati on.

Q Maki ng the river even nore accessibl e?

A And meki ng the communities vibrant al ong that
river corridor, letting themrealize | ook at what
floats through your backyard. How nany river towns in
Arizona are there? Anybody know?

Q Not too nmany.

A Yeah. You know, C arkdale, Canp Verde.

COW SSI ONER ALLEN:  Yuma
THE WTNESS. Yeah, Yunm, there you go.
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| didn't think about Yuma. kay, you got that one.
BY M5. MONTGOMVERY:

Q So there's Yunsa.

A Yeah, and there's Wnkel man. There's Hayden.
There's -- yeah, that goes right through there. But
there's not a whol e bunch.

Q kay. So let ne ask you, before -- it sounds
| i ke one of your concerns for your business is the
safety of your custoners.

A Uh- huh.

Q So before you go out on a river trip, what do
you do, and do you use the internet, do you use
t echnol ogy, do you | ook at gage data? Tell me a little
bit about what you do before you take your custoners
out on an average trip.

A Yeah, we're weather junkies. W're weather
and river flow junkies. So all of our managenent
staff, guides have access to -- we post every day what
the river flows are, what's to be expected; of course,
you know, all the conditions that are com ng about.
We're | ooking at radar, during the nonsoon season
particularly, what's com ng over that hill, where's it
goi ng, what's happeni ng here.

And then, you know, we have safety tal ks, you
know, every norning with our crew of guides that are
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goi ng out on, you know, what's happeni ng today, what's
to be expected, particularly in the nore sensitive
times of high water.

And then we al so have these conversations, we
have a whole safety talk with our custoners, you know,
about what's going on today, how to paddle, you know,
what to do if this happens, that happens.

Q You said that 80 percent of the trips that
you take are guided trips; is that right?

A Uh- huh.

Q Wiy do you think people would I'i ke a guide
when they go on the river?

A Good question. Good question. | think a |ot
of it is, you know, people cone out to the
I ntermountain west and they think it's pretty wld.
Peopl e cone out of the cities and, you know, you cone
i nto places you haven't known, and if you're not a
boater, if you're not into this as a hobby, you know,
where am | going, where do we get out, what are the
conditions, what's around the corner, why am| here?

Q And all of those are things that, for those
individuals, it's better to have a guide than just
striking out on their own?

A Vell, you know, they could definitely do it
on their own, because we rent a | ot of boats to people
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who just go out and do it on their own because they're
shopping for price and they feel |like they can do it,
and they can. And they'll have a great tinme and
there's no issues out there whatsoever; but, then

agai n, you know, you're doing all your own worKk.

Q And you said that that's what 20 percent of
your business is, folks that rent stuff, including
t ubi ng?

A Ri ght.

Q Ckay. And | want to ask you a little bit

about t ubi ng.

A Sur e.
Q What is tube tracking?
A TubeTracking Pros. Check this out. There's

a conpany out of Ontario, Canada that nade these.
They're like little baby kayaks.

Q | like this.

A It's unbelievable. They have a backrest on
them They're just a little bit bigger than a tube,
but you can actually sit in them You can |ay down.
They come with a paddl e so you can navigate. You know,
you're just not going with the flow. You now can go,
oh, | want to be over there. GCkay, |'ll paddle over
there. But yet they're not much bigger than, let's
say, a tube, a regular, you know, inner tube.
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Q So they're like an inner tube; they' re just
nore hi gh-tech?

A Yeah. Yeah, exactly, and way cool. People
| ove them | nean just so we're -- that's what we use
nowadays is the actual TubeTracking Pro.

Q And that's different than a ducky, but it's
al so part of your stable of things that you use for

cust oners?

A Yeah.

Q They bunp over a rock pretty good?

A Ch, yeah. | nean they're tough.

Q Yeah.

A They're burly. W beat the hell out of them

Q And they're nade out of what sort of
equi pnent? Is it a rubber?

A Yeah, and | really couldn't tell you what the
bott om of those things are. They're sone kind of a,
you know, PVC fabric that allows it to be very burly,
but can expand and contract with the inflation of the
t ube.

Q So it's burly and high-tech all at once?

A You bet.

Q Al right. Wen you go out, when your guides
take fol ks out on the river and you' ve had your safety
tal k, you' ve checked the internet and these sort of
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t hi ngs, what do your guides take with themon the river
to ensure the safety of the passengers?

A Vell, we take, of course, a first aid kit, a
patch kit for the boat, extra punp. W'I|l take an
extra life jacket, an extra paddle. They'll have extra
wat er and their cell phone.

Q Do you take GPS or anything |ike that?

A No. No.
Q Know the river pretty well there, so..
A Yeah, we're not -- you know, we're really --

| mean even though people think we're in the mddle of
nowhere, you know, we're -- a lot of tinmes we're right

next to the road. They just don't see it.

Q You' re actually sonmewhere?

A Yeah.

Q Ckay. |'mgoing to skip around now just a
little bit.

A Ckay.

Q When you were testifying, you' re talking

about the spring runoff, and you nentioned some concern

about hypot herm a?

A Uh- huh.
Q Tell me a little nore about that.
A Vel l, you know, when we have the spring

runoff, if people have what we call an unauthorized
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out - of - boat experience, you know, highly unauthorized.
That's not in the brochure. Wiy did you do it?

It doesn't take very long to be in that
wat er, and when that water is booking, you know, you've
only got a very small period of time that you need to
get to that person and get them out of those clothes

and get them warm

Q Because of the hypothermi a fear?

A Ch, yeah. The spring, | nmean the water is
cold. It's just -- it's snowrelt.

Q Sure, sure. Have you ever had that happen?

A Oh, yeah. It's happened to ne, nmany tines.

Q Real | y?

A Oh, yeah. | nmean and you just -- when
that -- you don't -- it's so hard to describe, because
you don't really realize, until it happens to you, that

your whol e body goes into survival node. So you |ose
t he use of your |legs and your hands. You can't even

swm You can't stand up, because all the bl ood went

to save the vital organs. So, boy, is it -- yeah, it's
wil d.

Q Now, when you -- for exanple, in that
i nstance, were you wearing -- what sort of clothes were

you wearing to be --
A | was in a wet suit.
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Ch, you were.
| couldn't get back in the boat.

| see.

> O > O

And | nean the water was ripping, and it's

just dragging you down the river, and you don't want to

| et go of the boat, but you can't get into the boat,

but you can't get to shore either.

Q Eeh.

A Yeah.

Q So let's talk about this wet suit. So the
wet suit is, what, like a neoprene base or -- I'mnot a

wet suit person, so..

A Yeah. Yeah, they're -- they cone in
di fferent thicknesses.

Q Yeah.

A You know, and they're very, very good, but

they're not neant for you to be in the water very | ong.

Q Ri ght.
A You know, they're nmeant to give you an
initial, but I nmean this was a big swm | was

probably in that water for 20 m nutes.

Q Wow.

A And | couldn't stop ny boat.

Q Did you have ot her equi prent on when you
were -- do you wear a helnet, by the way?
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A Yeah, at that time we did, yeah.

Q Yeah.

A W had a helnet, and | had ny neoprene. |
had an outer shell, you know, an entire splash outfit
on, boots, you know, all the gear. | nmean | do this,

so we're professionals at it when we go out and do
t hese weird things.

Q And that's pretty nmuch what all your guides
where, that sort of equipnent, the helnet, the --

A At hi gher flows, yes.

Q At hi gher flows?

And at | ower flows, do your guides and/or
your passengers al so wear hel nets?

A No. No, it's not, you know, required, by any
means; but we do nmake them avail able. You know,
there's sone peopl e nowadays they won't do anyt hi ng
wi thout a helnet. You know, and sonme parents go, no, |
want himin a hel met because | know what | does. He'll

be out of this boat.

Q | woul d probably have to have a hel net.
A Yeah.
Q | wanted to ask a little bit about your

busi ness, and maybe you can help nme understand this a
little better. You said you had 18 to 20 enpl oyees?
A Uh- huh.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 0O ~N o o B~ wWw DN -

N NN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g B~ W N B O © 00 N oo O A W N+~ O

VERDERIVER VOLUME?2 12/16/2014 347

Q And Sean Hood, M. Hood, was aski ng about
this alittle bit, so | just need to nmake sure |
under st and.

s that 18 to 20 enpl oyees solely for the
rafting business, or is that also folks that you use to
drive the vans around for the wine tour or --

A Everything. This is reservation staff. This
Is guides. This is shuttle drivers, managers. That's
t he whol e operation.

Q So sone percentage of these enpl oyees
actually work and do things not involving boating,
per se?

A Right. There's a lot of stuff behind the
scenes that has to happen in order for all this to go

t oget her seanl essly.

Q Now, do you al so have a cafe or cafe in
Clarkdale; is that right?

A Yeah, we do.

Q So do you have enpl oyees for that as well?

A Correct.

Q kay. And that's also part of your business

structure, or is that a separate thing?

A That's a separate thing, but it's, you know,
t he sane basic. The same basic; you know, it's part of
ny busi ness structure.
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Q Keeps you goi ng?

A Yeah.

Q Ckay. Are you running the river right now?
| heard -- at one point | heard you were, and then |

heard you weren't, so..

A Vell, we're doing the Water to Wne stretch,
which is a stretch of the river that we're doing it on
Thur sdays, Fridays and -- no, Fridays, Saturdays, and
Sundays. W just started it this year to see how it
t akes off, because it's not a wet stretch of the river;
people aren't getting wet.

Qur other stretches of the river up in
Cl arkdal e and down at Canp Verde, you know, you've got
pl aces where people are going to get wet. And the
Water to Wne stretch they don't get wet, and it's nore
of an adult trip, and we found that, you know, people
are -- we are getting a few people that want to do it
in the wintertinme. | nmean if you cone from M nnesot a,
you cone from Canada, this ain't winter

Q Seens |like winter to ne.

A Ch, | know. Arizona people stop com ng.

They go on the wi ne tour.

Q Maybe you said this, but who asked you to
participate in this proceedi ng here?

A Who asked ne to participate. Eddie Sl ade.
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Q And who is that?

A That gentl eman right over there.

Q And how did you conme to know hi n?

A He | ooked nme up as sonmeone who's running the
Verde River and, you know, to get sonme back -- you

know, get an understandi ng of who's up there doing
sonething with a viable, you know, business that's
successful ly, you know, navigating the river

year - round.

Q Let ne just see what else | have here.
Ch, | wanted to ask you. You were talking
about inpedinents in the channel. |1'mnot going to ask
about the noving the rocks around. | think that was

asked about. But | do want to ask you a little bit
about this.

It's ny understanding there's car dans or
sonme other things in the river that humans have put
into the river. Does that affect -- do you know if
that's true?

A Vell, | wouldn't say car dam There's very
nasty, nasty, nasty, nasty diversion danms that are
bringing the water into the irrigation canals that are
not very pretty, and they just use like rubble from
destroyed buildings, parking lots, and there will be.
There's netal in them you know, there's rebar, there's
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this, there's that. W have had, you know, nany
I nstances where we've tal ked to people who have danaged
t heir gear and equi pment because they've gone over them
and didn't see themat different flows.
Q Ckay.
A But having any kind of a car dam no.
But | know there's places along the river

t hat peopl e have put old cars as erosion control.

Q Er osi on control

A Yeah.

Q And does that affect your ability to boat or
ducky or whatever we call it?

A No. At the tinmes |I've gone past them 1've

never had any issues.

Q And you said you' ve seen canoes goi ng by when
you're out there?

A Uh- huh.

Q Are those fully | oaded? Do you see a |ot of
gear in those?

A Not really. The stretches that we boat tend
to be nore like the day stretches. There's not like a
| ot of places to canp out, although people do. You
know, they do cone down and canp out. | just don't
really see a ot of those guys.

Q But the nost you woul d see woul d be sone

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 0O ~N o o B~ wWw DN -

N NN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g B~ W N B O © 00 N oo O A W N+~ O

VERDERIVER VOLUME?2 12/16/2014 351

canpi ng gear and an ice chest, perhaps?
A Ri ght.

Now, those that are going to be running down
to the multiday stretch that goes down to Childs and to
Hor seshoe, you know, those guys are going to be fully
| oaded for anywhere froma five to seven-day trip.

Q Wth |ike high-tech canping gear type stuff?
A Vel |, sone people, yeah.

Sone ot her people you're just kind of, oh, ny
God. Ckay. kay, have a good tine. Everybody has an
advent ure.

Q | ' m excited about this.

M5. MONTGOMERY: | think that's all |
have. Thank you.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN NOBLE: |Is there anyone el se
who woul d Iike to ask sonme questions of M. Lynch?

COWM SSI ONER HORTON: M. Chai rman?

CHAI RVAN NOBLE:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER HORTON:  What is the nane
of your cafe?

THE W TNESS: Verde R ver Yacht d ub

Caf e.
COW SSI ONER HORTON:  And that's in
Cotton --
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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THE W TNESS: d ar kdal e.
COW SSI ONER HORTON: O ar kdal e.

CHAl RMAN NOBLE: Cone on up.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

BY MR MORI ARTY:

Q

attorney with the Fort MDowel| Yavapai Nation, and |

H. M name is TomMriarty, and |I'm an

just have a few questions. Sone of the things you

mentioned bring nme back to when | was younger, but...

river.

First, | would Iike to talk about the dynamc

You nentioned there are flash floods. They

occur in the sunmer?

> O > O >

Q

one stream source into the river

a flash flood all

A No.
Q So you' Il get QGak Creek Canyon fl oodi ng,
|l et's say for whatever reason. A cloud burst drops an
inch of rain up there. 1It's going to create a flash
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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fl ood down the river?

A Correct.
Q kay. Here in the valley we recently had a
very good rainfall, one event. W had up to 3 to

5 inches spread across the valley in a single day.
What kind of result will happen if that had gone up and
dunped on Sedona or further upstreanf

A You woul d have seen the sane thing that
happened down here; you know, a huge water event woul d
have -- | don't think you woul d have had, necessarily,
goi ng over highways and roads, because they're all --
nost of the bridges are pretty high up. But you would
have had -- | know Cak Creek at tinmes can actually
breach its banks and start goi ng over the roadway, and
they cl ose the canyon up there. That's actually
happened several tinmes since |'ve been there.

But it would have been very simlar. You

know, roads closed, epoch, you know, just natural

di sasters, destruction along the river floodplain.

Q And when you do have those flash floods at
vari ous sources along the Verde River, for instance,
down here in the valley at Fort McDowel |, Sycanore
Creek will flood --

A Yeah.

Q -- intensely.
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It noves a |lot of material down towards the

Verde River or into the Verde River when it floods
heavy. You nentioned that you renpve obstacles from
t he channel ?

A Correct.

Q When you renove obstacles fromthe channel
such as boul ders, logs, or other itens that have washed
into the river, by renoving the series of obstacles, do

you al so tend to nake that channel nove faster and nake

It deeper?

A Correct.

Q So you're nodifying the river every time you
do that?

A Correct.

Q So you wouldn't call it its natural state

bef ore humans?
A Run that by ne again, now?
Q Wul d you say that the river is -- when you

are nodifying the river, it wuldn't be what you woul d

call inits natural -- original and natural state?

A No.

Q If you -- | have not seen those inner tubes,
by the way, but that will interest ne.

But if I"mfloating down the Verde on one of
t hose inner tubes and I run into a sandbar or a gravel

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ

354



© 0O ~N o o B~ wWw DN -

N NN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g B~ W N B O © 00 N oo O A W N+~ O

VERDERIVER VOLUME?2 12/16/2014 355

bar and sort of ground, | can push off with a paddl e?
A Ri ght. Yeah.
Q Can | get out of the boat at that point --
A Sur e.
Q -- and put it back towards the channel and

get back in?
A Yes.
Q So it's not going to wash ne away during the

normal course of the --

A No, not at --

Q So I'mtal king water 6 inches to 10 inches
deep?

A Correct.

Q Have you ever seen -- well, you were in

Al aska. D d you ever see the large flatboats they
haul ed goods on in Al aska?
A Yeah, up and down the different -- yeah, the

interior, where the barges nove up and down all the

tinme.
Q Coul d you fl oat one of those on the Verde?
A A bar ge?
Q ( Nodded. )
A A barge |ike that? No.
Q | f you had a flatboat, a wooden fl atboat --
you're famliar with a -- well, growing up in Georgia,
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we used to call it duck boats, you know, the

Craftsmans, al um num

A Yeah.

Q Yeah. You used themall over M ssouri too,
" m sure.

A Sure. Yeah.

Q You used them on | akes, you used themon --

A And they're used on the Verde.

Q Yeah. But if you fully | oaded that with

goods to transport, let's say, downstream would you be
able to do that in md sumer?

A Not today. Not with the river flows that
we' re experiencing today, no.

Q And, historically, if a river has marshed
out, and | don't know if you've seen this in M ssouri
with the large creeks, or creeks in sone parts of the
wor |l d, |arge creeks where they marsh out and encroach
into the adjoining land that's generally owned by a
farmer or sonebody, have you ever noticed themgo in

and cl ear out those channels to renove the narshes?

A Vell, I"'mnot really sure. Could you
requestion that? |'mkind of confused about narshes.
Q Vell, if you have a large streamflow ng --

| i ke Whods Ditch, are you famliar with that along the
Ver de?
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A No.
Q No?
A Wods Ditch? Were's that at?
Q Vell, if you're not famliar with it, we
t gointoit.
A Ckay.
Q But if you have an area that marshes out and
you excavate it, excavate the channel, that is to drain
t he marsh.
A Ckay.
Q Have you ever seen anything |ike that done?
A No, not to ny know edge.
Q So you never saw on the coast, for instance,
I n Al aska where they dredge the sand out of the river
so that there will be a flow out of the river nouth

into the ocean?

A No.
MR MORI ARTY: Thank you. That's all |
have.
THE W TNESS: Ckay.
CHAI RVAN NOBLE: Thank you,
M. Mriarty.

| s there anyone el se who would like to
guestion M. Lynch?
MR. SLADE: | have sone foll ow ups on
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redirect.

CHAI RVAN NOBLE: Eddie. | think that's
what he call ed you.

MR. SLADE: That's right.

CHAI RVAN NOBLE: Wuld you like to
guestion M. Lynch?

MR SLADE: | woul d.

REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MR SLADE:
Q Howdy .
A Hi .
Q | want to return to sone things that you were

asked on cross, and the first thing | want to try to
understand -- | think it's confusing for all of us --
Is this snowrelt period.

And is it correct, or if you could just
explain, is it a couple-nonth period, and then within
that period there are a few weeks where it's nore |ike
a flood period; but other than that, during that one,
two, three-nonth period, it's just generally higher
flows than normal, but still not flood flows? |[s that

how you woul d descri be that?

A Run t hat by me again, now?
Q Let ne ask you. Can you describe the
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440

www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 0O ~N o o B~ wWw DN -

N NN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g B~ W N B O © 00 N oo O A W N+~ O

VERDERIVER VOLUME?2 12/16/2014 359

snowrel t period?

A Ckay.

Q Fromwhen it begins to when it ends?

A Ckay.

Q And what's going on with the flows during

t hat period?

A kay. Well, nost of the snowrelt is -- well,
It's happening all the tinme once we start getting the
big stornms, and we're about ready to get one, from what
| understand here, in the next couple days. So
everybody pay attention to the gages.

Once everything starts, you know, nelting, it
does create a long higher water period in the
wi ntertinme because, you know, the snows nelt. Wat
happens is it nmelts during the day and then it freezes
again at night as soon as that tenperature hits.

So you just have this intermttent flow ng
t hroughout the entire wintertinme of, once we do get
into the snow period, of just constantly nelting during
the day, freezing at night. So it creates a nice flow

on the Verde River throughout the winter as |ong as

we're getting a winter. And this will last well into
April in sone years.

Q And that's a boatable flow?

A Yeah.
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Q Is it unsafe? Wuld you take your --

A No, those are the funnest tinmes because
that's when you get -- you know, you get safe flows,
it's fun, it's sporty, and that's when -- you know,

your boating conmunity, that's when everybody is out
here boati ng.

Q And what's the range that you would estinmate
t hat occurs during the year, fromwhat nonth to what
nmont h?

A Probably, you know, it seens to be a January
type of an event. O course, it just depends on, you
know, the winter, but it depends to be |ike January,
February, and, again, into March and April at different
tinmes.

Q And then there's a period within that where
you m ght have nore dangerous fl ow?

A Yes.

Q And can you talk a little bit about how | ong
that is and what's going on during that tine?

A Ckay. Well, again, you know, it depends on
the winter we get. But the last big winter event we
had | think was 2009, where, you know, we just started
getting back-to-back stornms up in Flagstaff, but a
t remendous anount of snow down on the | ower benches;
| "' m saying things around, say, 6,000, 7,000 feet. And
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they were cold and it stayed. A little bit of it was
freezing and com ng down. W had nice flows.

But then behind it comes -- after several of
t hese cane al ong, here comes a warmfront, and it
wasn't snow that was hitting the ground up there; it
was rain, and it just nelted everything. And that's
when we have our epoch, epoch flows on all the rivers
out here, is when you have that big snow events
foll owed by a warm systemthat conmes in and, bam here
goes all that lowlevel snowis just running off I|ike
crazy.

And | believe it was on that -- we just were
in that pattern. About every four to five days
sonet hi ng was com ng through, either cold and snow or
It was warmand rain. So it just -- it kept the river

popping all spring long, one of the |ongest |'ve ever

seen.
Q The | ongest you've ever seen?
A Yeah.
Q And how | ong was it?
A Probably about two nont hs.
Q Usual |y, how long is that popping period?
A You nmean of nassive flows?
Q Ri ght.
A Hard to tell. You know, | nean it just
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440

www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 0O ~N o o B~ wWw DN -

N NN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g B~ W N B O © 00 N oo O A W N+~ O

VERDERIVER VOLUME?2 12/16/2014

depends on the event. But, you know, a lot of tines
when -- w thout having the consistency of snow, snow,
snow, rain, snow, snow, snow, if we just get snow,
snow, snow, then we have a massive warm front cone in,
melt it all, it could be anywhere from-- the big event
coul d be, say, anywhere fromthree to four days of
thirty, forty, 50,000 cfs.

Q Soneone asked you a question about devel oped
river access points. Wen you were thinking of
devel oped, did you nean river access points with

bat hroons, with paving? Wat did that nmean to you?

A Wll, on the mghty El Rio Verde, it's pretty
much, yeah, does it have a -- can | park there, can
we -- is there access to the river, can | get ny boat
there, is there -- again, is there parking.

Not all the spots, you know, have restroons
and water and things like that. There's only one or
two that have any of that stuff whatsoever. But,
primarily, up there nost of our river access points up
there are very rustic, should we say. You have to be
very creative.

Q Do you think people back at statehood, 1912,
coul d have accessed the river wthout those paved
devel oped pl aces?

A | don't know what the area woul d have | ooked
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| i ke, you know, back in the -- but you can al ways
access -- primarily, as a boater, you're | ooking for
confluences. Those tend to be |leveled out, great place
to put in along sandbars. Anyplace where there's a
nmergi ng of two bodies of water tend to be places that
boaters will go to because it's nore cl eaned out,

better accessibility. The confluence tends to al ways
be that.

Back in those days, of course, wherever
there's a bridge. A bridge is another thing. |If
you're getting to back in the old days, before you had
| nproved river access lots, all your river people went
to a bridge, and you just boated to the next bridge.

Q You were asked sone questions about
predicting the flows, and in the nodern age we've got
the internet. You' ve been boating for a long tine.
What did you do before the internet? Did it prevent
you from boating? How did you know when you coul d
boat ?

A Vell, a good question. A lot of tines,
particularly the outfitters that we worked with, they
woul d nake a call, you know, to the Forest Service.
They woul d make a call to whatever, the river rangers,
finding out what water conditions. Particularly if
something -- an event was com ng up and they didn't
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have any connection to all this stuff, they would
actually go to the resources.

Sonetinmes, in sone conmunities, they post it
in the paper. Particularly up in Idaho |I saw that,
where they -- you know, because these are river
running; this is what people do. It's part of their
lifestyle. So they nmade that stuff pretty accessible.

Ri ver access points, they would al so post the
fl ow today, what are conditions expected for in the
future, what to watch out for.

Q Can you personally predict the flow generally
across a year, whether it's seasonally or even nonth to
nont h? Do you have an understandi ng of when there wll
be high flow, when there will be low fl ow, based on the
weat her, based on the tinme of year?

A Yeah, |I"'mpretty good at it now Yeah, | can
| ook at, you know, what the snowpack is. O course,

" musing technology. |'mlooking at all the gages up
on top of the snow gathering points, what kind of --
what's the soil noisture content. And, of course, you
know, you can find this. They'Il give you predictions,
what's going on, with a click of the button. They'll
go, oh, we think it's going to do this.

Q Wul d you have any indication, if there were
to be a flood, just based on your personal experience
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of the weather, would you know, okay, | better get off
the river now, it seens |ike there mght be a fl ood
comng, if there's a rain, a stormcom ng through?
Wul d you know t hat ?

A Vell, | know sonething' s going to happen,
yeah; but we don't know what the weather's going to be.
And a lot of tinmes where we're boating, at a |ot of
t hese side canyons it takes a day or two for all that
water to come down to where we're at. You know, the
stuff that happens in OGak Creek doesn't arrive in Canp
Verde for a couple days. Wst O ear Creek and Beaver
Creek, shorter drainages. They'll tend to pop quicker.
But a lot of that stuff is not going to happen while
we're on the river.

Q | f you were on the river for a couple of
days, would you slowy start to see the flowrise?

A Oh, yeah.

Q So you woul d have some tinme to get out of the
way ?

A Yeah, you're going to start seeing debris
i Mmedi ately. You're going to see -- | nean, you know,

you're going to start seeing flotsam all the stuff
that's com ng ahead of the big event.

Q And is the Verde different than other
Sout hwest rivers or Western rivers in its capacity to
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flood Iike it does?
A Is it different? No. | mean it's very
simlar to, you know, the majority of your Southwestern

rivers, the Salt the Gla, very simlar.

Q What about the G een?

A Vell, the Green runs through the Col orado
pl ateau. You know, they've got a whole different thing
up there.

Q You' ve been around a | ot of boaters. Do you

think all of themcheck the internet before they go out
to boat ?

A Yeah, | would say pretty nmuch everybody, you
know. Yeah, you're always going to want to find out,
you know, what water conditions are currently at and
then get any kind of forecasts you m ght |ook at, go
and find, you know, what's the weather going to be |ike
for the next day, two days, three days, five days, you
know, whatever. And, of course, nowadays you can get
all this on your phone al nost everywhere.

Q So it's the safe, precautious, precaution
thing to do at this point --

A Ri ght.

Q -- wWith the technol ogy that we have?

Do you think Lewis and Clark did that back in
t he day?
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A |*"'msure they had -- you know, with their
gui des and, you know, the people that they had on that
trip, I"'msure that those guys had a great
under st andi ng of what |ie ahead of them versus -- you
know, | ook at what they did. ©Ch, ny God. You don't
t hink these guys didn't have intelligence out there al
the time? | mean they ran that thing successfully
because they did it safely.

Q So even w thout the nodern technol ogy, there

were safe ways to navigate rivers --

A Oh, yeah.

Q -- back around st at ehood?

A You bet.

Q You talked a little bit about the Walton

famly grant when you were asked sonme questions about
the Verde River.

Any idea why the Walton famly is investing
in the Verde?

A Vell, this is just what I'm-- |'"mnot privy
to all the details or anything |like that; but from what
| ' ve gathered, you know, they have fam |y nenbers that
live in Flagstaff that are on the board, and they're
boaters. And when they were | ooking at what can we do
with this foundation, these resources, water in the
Sout hwest becane one of those critical things they
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t hought they could help with.

So this is how!l think it all started, with
the famly nmenbers living in Flagstaff, making the rest
of the famly and board nenbers aware of, hey, here's
this precious resource, that if we don't protect it and
figure a way to mnimze the human inpact on it, we're
going to lose it.

Q So the Wlton famly is working on keeping
water in the river and accessing that river corridor;
I's that correct?

A Yes, everything that has to do with the
health of the Verde River and the communities that are
a part of that river.

Q What woul d happen, do you think, to the Verde
Ri ver communities, including your own business, if you
couldn't go down that river corridor?

A | would be drinking a ot of wine. W'd be
doing a |l ot of w ne tours.

Yeah, | nean, yeah, if you can't do it, you
know, we're out of business.

Q And would it hurt the conmunity as well,
apart from your business?

A Vell, there's only one reason why we |ive
there, and it's not because it's beautiful and its
great tenperatures. |It's because there's water. End
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of story. That's the only reason why anybody |ives
anywhere in Arizona.

Q You were asked sone questions about safety
equi pnent, and nowadays you're taking a |lot of safety
equi pnent for your operation because you're doing it
cormercially. Wuld you expect experienced boaters
al so to have safety equi pnent?

A Pretty much. You know, people who are
pr of essi onal gui des, you know, we have all this gear.
We buy all this gear. You have to have it as a guide.
So if you're in the craft, you're going to have this
stuff and, yeah, you're going to take it with you.

You m ght not go extreme. You know, you
m ght -- not everyone will bring it with you. You'l
find one person in that party that will have a first
aid kit, one person in that group will have a spare
paddl e, one person in that group will have a spare
punp. Instead of nine people showng up with the sane
stuff, you can -- you know, it just depends. A |ot of
the stuff they nake is pretty small now and conpact and
doesn't take up a | ot of space; but when you're
boati ng, you've got mnimal space to use.

Q So in your experience boating over the years,
20 years, 30 years, people have always brought safety
equi pnent, whether they're on a guided trip or whether
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they're doing it recreationally or in canoes or boats;
Is that correct?

A Vell, | nean your professionals will. People
who are nore recreational users, they really don't know
what they need until you have that, you know, until you
have that first event and you go, oh, ny God, | don't
have a paddle. OCh, ny God, how am| going to fix this
boat? GCh, ny God, | forgot ny water.

Q So soneone who's been down the river once,
the second tine they're going to be bringing sone

di fferent things because they've got sone experience?

A Most tines, yes.

Q O herw se they m ght go the way of Darw n?

A Right. 1've seen sone pretty interesting
t hi ngs.

Q You were asked sone questions about
hypotherm a. |s that danger unique to the Verde?

A No. No, that's inherent in all rivers at

that time of year. Wien the snow nelt, it's cold, and
you have the big unauthorized out-of-boat experience,
it's -- yeah, it can happen anywhere.

Q You were al so asked sonme guestions about your
enpl oyees, and | don't think you gave a specific
nunber, but how many of your enployees, of that 18 to
25, are guided comrercial guides?
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A Ch, probably 12 to 15 woul d be comerci al
gui des. And we woul d have a couple of shuttle drivers
t hat woul d be dedi cated to noving, you know, that have
good driving records. And then the rest would be
reservation staff, cafe, nmanaging.

Q You nentioned seeing sone fully | oaded canoes
when asked about seeing canoes on the river. Any idea
of how much weight is in one of those fully | oaded
canoes?

A Vel |, you know, people who are going out on
an overnight trip, you know, think of all the sleeping
gear, food, cooler, you know, things of that nature.
You know, they would probably be putting in there nmaybe
100, 150 pounds.

Q And that's not including their own weight?
A No.

Q Could they fit nore?

A I n a canoe?

Q ( Nodded. )

A Don't know. |'mnot a canoer.

Soneti mes you | ook at these things and you go
| i ke, oh, ny God, you know, can they -- they're stacked

to the ceiling. They're stacked all the way to the top

of the canoe. It's like a will they nake it.
Q Do they make it, in your experience?
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A You know, | don't know. | see a |ot of
people that's kind of -- (Indicated.) -- have a great
tinme.

Q But you' ve seen a |lot of them over the years?

A Ch, yeah.

Q So you think they nmade it?

A Yeah. Well, you can tell. You can tel
pretty quick. When people know what they're doing, you
know, how they rig their boat and how they rig their
gear, you know, what they brought with them you know,
how t hey' re doi ng everything, you can tell real quick
t hat, okay, you know, that's a boat nan.

And then you can tell the other ones that are
still trying to figure out which way do we go when we
get in the water; what are we doing; what's this for?
So it can be -- everybody is pretty com cal.

Ri ght now |I've got people calling up that
want to canoe the Verde River in the wintertine that
have no experience whatsoever. And | just got off the
phone with a guy the other day, he wants to go Fri day,
and I'mtrying to educate himand kind of go you need
torethink this. W've got a huge stormcom ng in.

You have no idea where you're going. But if you want
torent -- now, | don't have any canoes, but |I'll rent
hi m ducki es.
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And so it's just interesting. You know,
peopl e want to have adventure, and who am| to stand in
their way if they want to do this. Sure, I'll rent it
to you, and be sure and get the map, and this is what
you need to wear.

Q Sure. Let's talk about that for a second.

Do you think if you're trying to transport
goods back in 1912 down the river from Canp Verde down
to Fort McDowell or even down to Phoeni x, do you think
you would talk to soneone |ike you first about the
conditions of the river, the tinme of year, what boat do
you think would work? Wuld that nmake sense?

A Ch, yeah.

Q And you woul d give advice to a person |like
that on --
A Oh, yeah. And | would go do it first, you

know, just to see, okay, before | start carrying gear
and equi pnrent and, you know, do it. Yeah, go see it
before | start charging people to carry gear and
equi pnent, peopl e.

Q M. Mriarty asked you about flatboats on the
river, and you' ve said you' ve seen flatboats on the

Ver de?

A Yes. | had to think about that.
Q What segnent s?
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A Vell, a lot of sections down around Canp
Verde. There's a lot of duck hunters down there that,
you know, bring down these flatboats and, you know, tie
themup and use themas like little mni-blinds all
over the place during the duck hunting season.

And a lot of locals fish on them They put
little trolling notors and, you know, they'll be going
up, and you'll see themall over the place with little
trolling notors getting into their little hunting
hol es. And, again, these are the deeper sections of
it.

Q What are the di nensions of those boats, if
you can recal |l ?

A Ch, you know, |'ve seen everything from
| i ke, say, 4 feet wide by 8 feet to pretty substantial,
the ones that are probably 14, 15 feet, you know, maybe
5, 6 feet wide. You know, sonme of these guys have
chairs on them you know, for casting out.

And, of course, you know, a | ot of people buy
t hese boats for duck hunting, and they trick them out
with everything they need to get into their little spot
and shoot ducks.

Q Do they have any difficulties that you have
seen; are they getting caught on rocks?

A You know, |'ve never hung out and watched
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them You know, |'ve always been doing ny own thing.
You know, |'m headed this way, |'m headed that way.
|"mdoing this. |1'mboating by them But |'ve not
wi t nessed themactually -- other than trolling up and
down the pools, |I've not seen them going in between.

Q But you see themyear after year; is that
right?

A Ch, yeah, particularly when it becones
wi ntertime duck season.

Q And in wntertine, is it correct that that's

generally the | owest flow of the year?

A No, no. Wnter's the epoch tine to go
boating. | nean that's when all the water is out there
because nobody's -- no plants are grow ng. Your water
users are not doing very much. They're still watering

some of the ditches or nost of the ditches, but it's
just not being -- it's going back into the river versus
being pulled out to flood I and.

Q So when you say winter, you nean January
noving into March?

A Vll, it starts at the end of Cctober. You
just see it when all the trees stop growing and pretty
much the water users, they're stopping. |It's just
sl owi ng down, and so the water starts filling up there
all of Novenber, Decenber, January.
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Q So when the water users shut off and the
Verde returns to what we mght consider its natura
flow, that's when you start seeing the flatboats cone
out ?

A Ch, yeah.

Q You talked a little bit about nodifications,
and you were asked sone questions about that. You're
maki ng these nodifications for the purpose of creating
an experience for your custoners; is that right?

A Correct.

Q And you're trying to create the nost
pl easurable, with a little mx of fun and adventure,
type of experience that you can; is that right?

A Yes.

Q |s the river still navigable if you don't
make t hose i nprovenents?

A It is, but it's just -- and, again, if you're
not a boater, you don't know where to go, you don't
know what to do -- | mean soneone who knows how to read
wat er can pretty successfully boat it all the tineg,
even with a little water, even if we weren't doing
things out there; but if you're not, if you're running,
you know, like we are, running a commercial trip, where
you' ve got kids you've got famlies, no.

Q Just a coupl e nore questions.
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You nmentioned that you wouldn't run a ducky,
on a high flow day, Beasley to Childs area. Wat's a

high flow day to you? |Is that a flood flow?

A Yeah, this is when it's cranking pretty good.
That's |ike about three -- |I've done it. |'mnot
saying you can't do it. 1've just gotten too old. I'm

just too scared now. |It's scary.
Q What's the flow rate?
A The last time | didit and said I'lIl never do

It again, it was at 3, 000.

Q And how many tinmes a year is the flow that
hi gh?
A In the wintertinme, you know, like |I said, we

can have sone pretty consistent events, you know, and
that's when the rafts cone out. That's when you want
to be in a big boat. That's when the rafts cone out.
That's when guys are running all the different |ower
stretches. And, yeah, so that event can be -- can | ast
a couple nonths, actually, in the wintertine.
Q Were you paid for your testinony today?
A No.
CHAI RVAN NOBLE: Now, let's not forget
the free adverti sing.
THE WTNESS: Well, yeah.
CHAI RVAN NOBLE: Let's not forget the
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free adverti sing.

THE WTNESS: Yeah, that's right, that's
right.

MR SLADE: Well, thanks a lot for
com ng out and volunteering your tinme today. That's
all I have, Conm ssioner.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN NOBLE: Thank you. Are there
anyone el se that would like to question M. Lynch?

M. Lynch, in behalf of the Comm ssion
and everyone el se, we thank you for being here and
appreci ate your testinony.

THE W TNESS: Thank you. Thank you very
much. Merry Christmas. Thank you guys for doing this.

M5. HERNBRODE: M. Chair, we do have
Don Farnmer. W need about, hopefully, five mnutes to
set up the equipnment. | don't know if you want us to
start before lunch or if you want to take an early
| unch t oday.

CHAI RVAN NOBLE: Let's get started.

M5. HERNBRCDE: Ckay. |If we could take
a five-mnute break or so to get set up?

CHAI RVAN NOBLE: W will.

M5. HERNBRCDE: Thank you.

(A recess was taken from11:29 a.m to
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