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THE LURE OF THE RJVERS 19 

Here, despite Pattie's remonstrances, the trappers camped at a 
"Papawar" village whose inhabitants showed more evidence of 
treachery than the hospitality they professed. Pattie and another 
trapper withdrew for the night and camped some distance away. 
Their fears were realized; the "Papawars" massacred the entire 
party except for the leader who escaped, badly injured, into the 
darkness. He eventually stumbled into the hiding place that con
cealed Pattie and his companion, and the three men successfully 
evaded the Indians. 

Incredible good fottune now befell them. The next night the 
three fugitives spotted the campfires of another expedition of 
American trappers. They were made welcome and accepted the of
fer to continue trapping as part of the company. 

The mountain men ftrst exacted a successful revenge on the 
"Papa wars": they killed most of the warriors in an ambush, then 
burned the village. They now settled down to the routine of trap
ping beaver, working their way up the Salt River, which Pattie 
called Black River. 

It [Salt River] affords as much water at this point as the He lay. 
In the morning of the 1st of February, we began to ascend 

Black River. We found it to abound with beavers. It is a most 
beautiful stream, bounded on each side with high and rich bot
toms. We travelled up this stream to the point where it forks in the 
mountains; that is to say, about 80 miles from its mouth. Here our 
company divided, a part ascending one fork, and a part the other. 
The left fork [Verde River} heads due north, and the right fork [Salt 
River} northeast. It was my lot to ascend the latter. It heads in 
mountains covered with snow, near the head of the left hand fork 
of the San Francisco. On the 16th, we all met again at the junction 
of the forks. The other division found that their fork headed in 
snow covered mountains, as they supposed near the waters of Red 
River (Pattie 1833:91). 

The trappers returned to the mouth of the Salt River and Pat
tie briefly described the next leg of their journey: 
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old beaver trapper Antoine Leroux acted as guide for the expe~i
tion, and Colonel Lewis S. Craig, later murdered by deserters m 
the Mohave Desert, commanded the military escort. 

The Commission reached the Colorado River in June, 1852, 
and Lt. Whipple was detached to complete the survey of the Gila 
River, begun a year earlier but left incomplete because of a short
age of funds. Bartlett described the lands near the confluence of 
the rwo rivers: 

The Colorado flows through a bottom or valley from two to 
four miles in width, thickly covered with cotton-wood and mez
quit; ... the bottom land of the Gila was from three to f~ur m:z'les 
wide near the junction. The portion towards the rzver z: thtck!y 
covered with cotton-wood, and with willows on the margtn, wht'le 
that further back has nothing but mezquit (Bartlett 1954, 2:159). 

The Colorado was now so high as to cause the Gt'la to flow 
back a full fifteen miles. The Gt'la was still/ow, and, except_near 
the junction, but a diminutive stream. It_is doubtful whethent can 
ever be navigated ... (Bartlett 1854, 2:160)? 

The main expedition, including Bartlett and the escort, left 
Fort Yuma on June 18 and worked its way up the Gila toward the 
Pima villages. Bartlett reported on June 21: 

A number of fish were brought in today by the Mexicans re
sembling the buffalo-fish of the Mississippi. They drove them tnto 
a small nook in a laguna nearby, and then rushed tnto the water 
and killed them with poles. I ate of them at dinner, but found 
them soft and unpalatable (Bartlett 1854, 2:195). 

'A year earlier, in June, 1851, Lt. Thomas W. Sweeny and nine men estab
lished Camp Independence, on the east bank of the Col'?rado. Travelers told 
him at the time that the Gila River had been completely dtverted m the area of 
rhe Pima Indian villages, where extensive irrigation was practiced. See: Sweeny, 
T.W., 1956.]ourna! of Lt. Thomas W: Sweeny, 1849-1853; ed. Arthur Wood· 
ward, Westernlore Press, Los Angeles, 120 p. 
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In the vicinity of the Mohawk Mountains (where Kearny's lit
tle army saw bighorn in 1846) Antoine Leroux shot a "fine black
tailed deer:' Deer and antelope were occasionally seen along the 
Gila, but as Bartlett (1854, 2:197) tells us, the wagons alarmed 
them, and the hunters had to go out well in advance of the train in 
order to succeed-

On June 23, a short distance below the great bend of the Gila, 
Bartlett described their campsite (see Fig. 9): 

So thick was the wood[s}, that it was found impracticable to 
force our wagons through. This was the most beautiful spot we had 
encamped in since leaving the little valley of San Isabel, in Cali
fornia. We pitched no tents, finding a better and more agreeable 
protection in the thick and over hanging willows ... (Bartlett 1854, 
2:199). 

Just below the Pima villages, Bartlett was amazed to find the 
Gila completely dry - the Indians had diverted the entire flow on
to their fields. Three days later on July 3, Bartlett traveled about 15 
miles north to the Salt River: 

The river we found to be from 80 to 120feetwide, from two to 
three feet deep, and both rapid and clear. ... The water is perfoctly 
sweet, and neither brackish nor salt, as would be inferred from the 
name. We saw from the banks many fish in its clear waters, and 
caught several of the same species as those taken in the Gila . ... 
Along the immediate margin of the stream large cotton-wood trees 
grow (Bartlett 1854, 2:240-241). 

About 12 miles above the Pimas, on July 12, 1852, Bartlett 
again found the Gila flowing: 

The river was here much contracted, with steep banks fifteen 
feet high, and completely overhung with willows and cotton
woods, the latter from the opposite banks, meeting at the top. Its 
width was less than fifty feet, and its greatest depth did not exceed 
nine inches (Bartlett 1854, 2:260). 
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cunning, inquiring disposition is ordinarily more than a match for 
man's ingenuity in the way of traps. The most certain, as well as the 
easiest method of obtaining them, is by poisoning the carcass of a 
dead animal, or butcher's offal, with strychnine . ... 

The gestation of the species, as is well known, does not differ 
materially from that of its allies. It brings forth in May or june, in 
secluded places, usually under or among rocks. Five or six puppies 
are ordinarily produced at a birth. A variety of absurd stories re
garding its reproduction pass current, among even the best in
formed backwoodsmen; many affirming that the pups are born 
shapeless, inchoate masses, to be afterwards licked into proper 
shape by the mother. 

Among the quite numerous Foxes a/North America, but one, 
the Gray Fox, is known as an inhabitant of the Tem'tory. Two 
others, however, the Prairie Fox and the little Kit or Swift Fox, may 
possibly occur. The Gray Fox itself, though generally distributed, 
does not seem to be abundant. I procured a number of fine skins 
from the Indians, who use them as articles of dress, for pouches, 
and a variety of other purposes. 

Concerning the occurrence of [otters], I am unable to speak 
positively. It is most probable, however, that Otters do exist in the 
Tem'tory . ... 

Bears of at least two species are found, and are not uncom
mon, at least in all the wooded, and particularly the mountainous 
portions of the Territory. The vicinity of the San Francisco and Bill 
Williams Mountains was formerly noted for the numbers of these 
animals found there, though they appear to have somewhat de
creased of late. The southern Rocky Mountains, and the ranges of 
California, seem to be particularly the home of the huge Grizzly 
... which becomes less numerous farther north. A variety ... ex
tends into Mexico. The common Black Bear . . . also includes 
Arizona in its very extensive range . ... 
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The most characteristic, as well as most abundant species of 
Squirrel, is the Tuft-eared ... [Abert squirrel] discovered by Dr. 
Woodhouse in the San Francisco Mountains. It is one of the largest, 
and certainly the very handsomest of all our North American 
species. Besides very beautzful and harmonious colors, it rejoices in 
the possession of long pointed ear-tufts, extending an inch or more 
from the edge of the conch of the ear, which give it a peculiarly 
sprightly and truly elegant appearance. 

The pine-clad mountains of northern and central Arizona are 
the chosen home of this Squirrel; and it rarely, zf ever, quits these 
woods for other situations. It is there a resident species, breeding in 
abundance, and braving the rigors of winter. Its food is chiefly pine 
and other seeds . ... 

In addition to the preceding, a true Gray Squirrel inhabits 
Arizona, which I am inclined to think is a species new to science. It 
must be quite rare, as I never saw or obtained but a single one - a 
female, shot December 20, 1865, at Fort Whipple~ 

... [the beaver} is found abundantly on all the streams of the 
Territory. judging from the accounts of old trappers, its numbers 
seem even to have increased of/ate; owing, doubtless, both to the 
diminished value of its fur, of which so many articles now take the 
place, and to the Indian difficulties, which prevent the penetration 
of the hunter to its abodes. Particularly upon the Rio Salado [Salt 
River} and San Francisco [Verde River} as it is very abundant; and 
its dams occur, in some places, every few hundred yards. The 
almost unbroken seclusion of these retreats gives the animals such a 
sense of security, that they are less strictly nocturnal in working or 

'This squirrel, now known as the Arizona gray squirrel, was indeed then 
unknown to science. Coues described the species, naming it Sct'urus anZonensis. 
The squirrel is still found in the vicinity of Fort Whipple in the Bradshaw Moun
tains. The specimen described by Coues was not collected by him but sent to 
him by Willard Rice from the headwaters of the Hassayampa River shortly after 
Coues left tbe Territory (Mearns 1907:275). 




