120






o
~
o
+
=
Ll
=

|Goof-pdFasnssanoe/010%)s! |/ pozl
9L9T0TO00STOGY dpU/Lz0z/1u D /Ay LND GZi8T §T-20-PT0Z U







The Far Western Frontier

91B006-pd#asn”ssa00e/B10 ) SNITILIRY MMM/ AT/ paziibip-8]6009 ‘uiewoq 2)|gnd
9L9T0T000STO6F dpUY/LZ0z/ AW djpuey |py//idny / LIND 6Z:8T ST-80-YT0OZ U0 pRIRIaUD



Generated on 2014-08-15 18:30 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.49015000101676

Public Domain, Google-digitized / hitp://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

The Far Western Frontier

Advisory Editor
" RAY A. BILLINGTON

Senior Research Associate
at the Henry E. Huntington Library
and Art Gallery

-

o
L -
D
ol
o



PATTIE’S PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE
T0 THE PAcIFIC AND IN MEXICO
JoNE 20, 1824-AvucusT 30, 1830

Reprint of the original edition: Cincinnati, 1831



THE

PERSONAL NARRATIVE

JAMES O.PATTIE,

KENTUCKY,

DURING AN £XPEDIT:ON FRON ST. LOTIR, TRRUOCH TAE VAST RECIONS
SETWEEY THAT PLACE AKD TKE PACIPIC OCRAN, AKD THESCE BACK
THROGCH THECTTY OF NEXICU TO VERA CAUZ, DURING SOURNEY-
(FGS OF $SIX YEARS; 1X WHICI RE AKP I8 FATHER, WHO
ACCONPAKIED WIN, AUFFEAXD UNHEARD OF JARDAHIS
AKD DARGERS, HAD VARIOUS CORFLICTS WITH THELR-

DIANS, ARD WERE MADE CAPTIVES, IN WHICH
CAPTIVITY HIS PATRER DIED; TOGETHMER
WITH & DESCRIPTION OF THE COUSTRY,

ASD THE VARIOUS NATIONS THROUGH
WHICH THEY PASSED.

—

EDITED BY TIMOTHY FLINT.

CINCINNATI:
PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY JOHN H. W0OD.
1831.



DISTRICT OF OHIO, TO WIT:

2N BE it Remembered, that on the 18th day of Oct., Anno Domini
g L.s. % 1831; John H. Wood, of the said District, hath deposited in this

office, the title of a Book, the title of which is in the words following,
Fer~—*  to wit:

“The Personal Narrative of James O. Pattie, of Kentucky, during an expedition
from St. Louis, through the vast regions between that place and the Pacific ocean,
and thence back through the city of Mexico to Vera Cruz, during journeyings of
six years; in which he and his father who accompanied him, suffered unheard of
hardships and dangers; had varous conflicts with the Indians, and were made
captives, in which capfivity his father died, together with a description of the coun-
try, and the various nations through which they passed.”

The right whereof he claims as proprietor, in conformity with an act of Congress,
entitled ‘*An act to amend the several acts respecting copyrights.”

| Aitest, WILLIAM MINER,
Clesk of the Dislrict.




use#pd-google

Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State University) on 2014-08-15 22:18 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.49015000101676
Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access,

THE

PERSONAL NARRATIVE

OF

JAMES O. PATTIE,

OF

KENTUCKY

EDITED BY TIMOTHY FLINT

il

ARNO PRESS

A NEW YORK TIMES COMPANY
New York * 1973

o PR . Original frem
Digitized by § -Dwg & :

UMIVERSITY OF MICHIGAR



Reprint Edition 1973 by Arno Press Inc.

Reprinted from a copy in The State
Historical Society of Wisconsin Library

The Far Western Frontier
ISBN for complete set: 0-405-04955-2
See last pages of this volume for titles.

Manufactured in the United States of America

Publisher's Note: This volume was reprinted
from the best available copy.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Pattie, James Ohio, 1804?-1850?
The personal narrative of James 0. Pattie of Kentucky.

(The Far Western frontier)

Reprint of the 1831 ed.

1. Southwest, New--Description and travel.
2. Fredonian Insurrection, 1826-1827. I. Series.
F800.P32 1973 917.9'0092'Z [B] 72-9464,
ISBN 0-405-04992-7

ersity) on 2014-08-15 22:18 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.48015000101676

q

Wit ', i V;:i Criginal from
Digitized by "_V‘_G‘"‘*a g L I =

] UMIVERSITY OF MICHIGAR

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State Univ



Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State University) on 2014-08-15 22:18 GMT / http://hdl.handle.nel/2027/mdp.49015000101676

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

THE

'PERSONAL NARRATIVE

OF

JAMES O. PATTIE,

OF

KENTUCKY,

DURING AN EXPEDITION FROM S8T. LOUIS, THROUGH THE VAST REGIONS
BETWEEN THAT PLACE AND THE PACIFIC OCEAN, AND THENCE BACK
THROUGH THE CITY OF MEXICO TO VERA CRUZ, DURING JOURNEY~
INGS OF SIX YEARS; IN WHICH HE ;\NI HIS FATHER,; WHO
ACCOMPANIED HIM, SUFFERED UNHEARD OF HARDSHIPS
AND DANGERS, HAD VARIOUS CONFLICTS WITH THE IN-

DIANS, AND WERE MADE CAPTIVES, IN WHICH
CAPTIVITY HIS FATHER DIED; TOGETHER
WITH A DESCRIFPTION OF THE COUNTRY,
AND THE VARIOUS NATIONS THROUGH
WHICH THEY PASSED.

EDITED BY TIMOTHY FLINT.

e —

CINCINNATI:
PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY JOHN.H. WOQD,
183L.

UMIVERSITY OF MICHIGA

Vo I e N T TR
S | Qriginal fram
Digitized by (J{j;glﬁ‘ ey -

i



DISTRICT OF OHIO, TO WIT:

¥ asen¥ BEIT REMEMBERED, that on the 18th day of Oct., Anno

Domini 1831; John H. Wood, of the said District, hath depo-

L. S-} sited in this office, the title of a Book, the title of which is in
g€ ~~/g¢ the words following, to wit:

¢ The Personal Narrative of James O. Pattie, of Kentucky, during an
expedition from St. Louis, through the vast regions betwecn that place
and the Pacific ocean, and thence back through the city of Mexico to
Vera Cruz, during journeyings of six years; in which he and his father
who accompanied him, suffered unheard of hardships and dangers; had
various conflicts with the Indians, and were made captives, in which cap-
tivity hisfather died, together with a descripfion of the country,and the
variouc nations through which they passed.”

The right whereof he claims as proprietor, in conformity with an act of
qo?l%rgfs, entitled ““An act to amend the several acts respecting copy-
ng '.

Attest, WILLIAM MINER,
Clerk.of the District.

g

014-08-15 22:1.8 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.49015000101676
ek pd-google

2

ersity) on

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_u

Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State Univi



Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State University) on 2014-08-15 22:18 GMT / hitp://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.49015000101676

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

EDITOR'S PREFACE.

It has been my fortune to be known as a writer of works of
the imagination. I am solicitous that this Journal should lose
none of itsintrinsic interest, from its being supposed that in pre-
paring it for the press, I have drawn from the imagination, eie
ther inregard to the incidents or their coloring. For, in the
literal truth of the facts, incredible as some of them may appear,
my grounds of conviction are my acquaintance with the Author
the impossibility of inventing a narrative like the following, the
respectability of his relations, the standing which his father
sustained, the confidence reposed in him by the Hon. J. S.
Johnston, the very respectable senator in congress from Louis-
iana, who introduced himto me, the concurrent testimony of
persons now in this city, who saw him at different points in New
Mexico, and the reports, which reached the United States, du-
ring the expedition of many of the incidents here recorded.

When my family first arrived at St. Charles’ in 1816, the fame
of the exploits of his father, as an officer of the rangers, was
fresh in the narratives of his associates and fellow soldiers. X
have been on the ground, at Cap au Gris, where he was besieg-
ed by the Indians. I am not unacquainted with the scenery
through which he passed on the Missouri, and I, too, for many
years was a sojourner in the prairies.

These circumstances, along with a conviction of the truth of
the narrative, tended to give me an interestin it, and to qualify
me in some degree to judge of the internal evidences contained
in the journal itself, of its entire authenticity. It will be per
ceived at once, that Mr. Pattie, with Mr. McDuffie, thinks more
of action than literature, and is more competent to perform
exploits, than blazon them in eloquent periods. My ioflu-
ence upon the narrative regards orthography, and punctuation
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iv EDITOR'S PREFACE.

and the occasional interposition of a topographical illustration,
which my acquaintance with the accounts of travellers in New
Mexico; and published views .of the couniry have enabled me
to furnish, The reader will award me the confidence of acting
in good faith, in regard to drawing nothing from my own
thoughts. I have found more call to suppress, than to add, to
soften, than to show in stronger relief many of the incidents.
Circymstances -of suffering, which in many similar narratives
have been given in dowmight plainness of detail, I have been
impelled fo leave to the reader’s imagination, as too revolting
to'be recorded. '

The very texture of the narrative precludes ornament and
amplification. The simple record of events as they transpired,
painted by ‘the hungry, toil-worn hunter, in the midst of the de-
sert, surrounded by sterility, espying the foot print of the savage,
or discerning him couched behind the tree or hillock, or hearing
the distant howlof wild beasts, will naturally bear characteris-
tics of stern disregard of embellishment. To alter it, to at-
tempt to embellish it, to divest it of the peculiar impress of the
narrator and his circumstances, would be to take from it its
keeping, the charm of its simplicity, and its internal marks of
truth. In these respects I have been anxious to leave the nar-
rative as I found it.

The journalist seems in these pages a legitimate descendant
of those western pioneers, the hunters of Kentucky, a.race pass-
ing unrecorded from history. The pencil of biography could
seize upon no subjects of higher interest, With hearts
keenly alive to the impulses of honor and patriotism, and the
charities of kindred and friends; they possessed spirits impassi-
ble to fear, that no form of suffering or death could daunt ; and
frames for strength and endurance, as if ribbed with brass and
sinewed with steel. For them to traverse wide deserts, climb
mountains, swim rivers, grapple with the grizzly bear, and en-
counter the savage, in a sojourn in the wilderness of years, far
from the abodes of civilized men, was but a spirit-stirring and
holiday mode of life.
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To me, there isa kind of moral sublimity in the contemplation
of the adventures and daring of such men. They read a les-
son to shrinking and effeminate spirits, the men of soft hands
and fashionable life, whose frames the winds of heaven are not
allowed to visit tooroughly. They tend to re-inspire something
of that simplicity of manneis, manly hardihcod, and Spartan
energy and force of character, which formed so conspicuous a
partof the nature of the settlers of the western wilderness.

Every one knows with what intense interest the community
perused the adventures of Captain Riley, and other intrepid
mariners shipwrecked and enslaved upon distant and barbarous
shores. Itis far from my thoughtsto detract from the intre-
pidity of American mariners, which is known, wherever the
winds blow, or the waves-roll; or to depreciate the interest of
the recorded narratives of their sufferings. A picture more cal-
culated to arouse American sympathies cannot be presented,
than that of a ship’s crew, driven by the fierce winds and the
mountain waves upon a rock bound shore, and escaping death
in thesea,only to encounter captivity from the barbarians on the
land. Yet much of the courage, required to encounter these
emergencies is passive, counselling only the necessity of sub-
mission to events, from which there is no escape, and to which
all resistance would be unavailing.

The courage requisite to be put forth in an expidition such
as thatin which Mr. Pattie and his associates were cast, must
be both active and passive, energetic and ever vigilant, and
never permitled to shrink, or intermit a moment for years. At
one time it is assailed by hordes of yelling savages, and at
another, menaced with' the horrible death of hunger and
thirst in interminable forests, or arid sands. Either position
offers perils and sufferings sufficiently appalling. But fewer
spirits, I apprehend, are formed to brave those of the field,

¢ Where wildsimmeasurably spread,
Seem lengthening as they go.’

than of the ocean, where the mariner either soon finds rest be-
neath its tumultuous bosom, or joyfully spreads his sails again to

" the breeze.
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INTRODUCTION.

The grandfather of the author of this Journal, was born ir¢
Caroline county, Virginia, in 1750. Soon after he was turned
of twenty-one, he moved to Kentucky, and became an associate
with those fearless spirits who first settled in the western for-
ests. To qualify him to meet the dangers and encounter the toils
of his new position, he had served in the revolutionary war,
and had been brought in hostile contact with the British in their
attempt to ascend the river Potomac.

He arrived in Kentucky, in company with twenty emigrant
families, in 1781, and settledon the south side of the Kentucky
river. 'The new settlers were beginning to build houses with
internal finishing. His pursuit,which was that of a house car-
penter, procured him constant employment, but he sometimes
diversified it by teaching school. Soon after hisarrival, the com-
mencing settlement experienced the severest and most destruc-
tive assaults from the Indians. In August, 1782, he was one
of the party who marched to the assistance of Bryant’s station,
and sharedin the glory of relieving that place by the memora-
ble defeat of the savages.

Not long afterwards he was called upon by Col. Logan to join
a partyled by him against the Indians, who had gained a bloody
victory over the Kentuckians at the Blue Licks. He was pres-
ent on the spot, where the bodies of the slain lay unburied, and
assisted in theirinterment. During his absence on this expedi-
tion, Sylvester Pattie, father of the author, was born, August
25, 1782.

In November of the same year, his grand-father was sum-
moned to join a party commanded by Col. Logan,in an expedi-
tion against the Indians at the Shawnee towns, in the limits of
the present state of Ohio. They crossed the Ohio just below
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viii ' INTRODUCTION.

the mouth of the Licking, opposite the site of what is now Cin-
cinnati, which was at that time an unbroken forest, without the
appearance of a human habitation. They were here joined
by Gen. Clark with his troops from the fails of the Ohio, or
‘what is now Louisville. The united force marched to the In-
dian {owns, which they burnt and destroyed.

Returning from this expedition, he resumed his former occu-
pations, witnessing the rapid advance of the country from immi-
gration. When the district, in which he resided, was constituted
Bracken county, he wasappointed one of the judges of the court
of quarter sessions, which office he filled sixteen years, until his
place was vacated by an act of the legislature reducing the
court to a single judge.

Sylvester Pattie, the father of the author, as was common at
that period in Kentucky, married early, having only reached
nineteen. He settled near his fathers house, and there remain-
ed until there began to be a prevalent disposition among the
people to move to Missouri. March 14, 1812, he removed to
that country, the author,being then eight years old. Born and
reared amidst the horrors of Indian assaults and incursions, and

having lived to see Kentucky entirely free from these dangers,
it may seem strange, that he should have chosen to remove a
young family to that remote country, then enduring the same
horrors of Indian warfare, as Kentucky had experienced twen-
ty-five years before. It was in the midst of the late war with
England, which, itis well known, operated to bring the fiercest
assaults of savage incursion upon the remote frontiers of Illinois
and Missouri.

To repel these incursions, these then territories, called out
some companies of rangers, who marched against the Sac and
Fox Indians, between the Mississippi and the lakes, who were °
at that time active in murdering women and ckildren, and burn-
ing their habitations during the absence of the male heads of
families. WhenPattie was appointed lieutenantin one of these
companies, he left his family at St. Charles’ where he was then
residing. It may be imagined, that the condition of his wife
was sufficiently lonely, as this village contained but one Ameri-
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INTRODUCTION. ix

can family besides her own, and she was unable to converse
with its French inhabitants. His company had several skirmish-
es with the Indians, in each of which it came off successful..
The rangers left him in command of a detachment, in pos-
session of the fort at Capau Gris. Soon after the main body
of the rangers had marched away, the fort was besieged by a
body of English and Indians. The besiegers made several at-
tempts to storm the fort, but were repelled by the garrison.—
The foe continued the siege fora week, continually firing upon
the garrison, who sometimes, though not often, for want of ammu-
nition, returned the fire. Lieutenant Pattie, perceiving no dis-
position in the enemy to withdraw, and discovering that his am-
munition was almost entirely exhausted, deemed it necessary to
send a despatch to Bellefontaine, near the point of the junction
of the Missouri and Mississippi, where was stationed a consider-
able American force. He proposed to hiscommand, thata cou-
ple of men should make their way through the enemy, cross the
Mississippi, and apprize the commander of Bellefontaine of
their condition. No one was found willing to risk the attempt,
as the besiegers were encamped entirely around them. Lea-
ving Thomas McNair in command in his place, and putting on
the uniform of one of the. English soldiers, whom they had killed
during one of the attempts to slorm the fort; he passed by night
safely through the camp of the enemy, and arrived at the point
of his destination, a distance of over forty miles: 500 soldiers
were immediately dispatched from Bellefontaine to the relief
of the hesieged at Cap au Gris. As soon as this force reached
the fort, the British and Indians decamped, not, however, with-
out leaving many of their lifeless companions behind them.
Lieutenant Pattie remained in command of Cap au Gris,
being essentially instrumental in repressing the incursions of the
Sacs and Foxes, and disposing them to a treaty of peace, until
the close of the war. In 1813 he received his discharge, and re
turned to his family, with whom he enjoyed domestic happinessin
privacy and repose foxl'3 some years. St. Louis and St. Charles
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% INTRODUCTION.

were beginning rapidly to improve; American families were
constantly immigrating to these towns. The timberin their vi-
cinity is not of the best kind for building. Pine could no where
be obtained in abundance, nearer than on the Gasconade, a
stream that enters on the southside of the Missouri, about one
hundred and fifty miles up that river. Mr. Pattie, possessinga
wandering and adventurous spirit, meditated the idea of remo-
ving to this frontier and unpeopled river, to erect Mills upon it,
and send down pine lumber in rafts to St. Louis, and the adjoin-
ing country. He carried his plan into operation, and erected
a Saw and Grist Mill upon the Gasconade. It proved a very
fortunate speculation, as there was an immediate demand at St.
Louis and St. Charlesfor all the plank the mill could supply.

In this remote wilderness, Mr. Pattie lived in happiness and
prosperity, until the mother of the author was attacked by con-
sumption. Although her husband was, as has been said, strong-
ly endowed with the wandering propensity, he was no less pro-
foundly attached to his family; and in this wild region, the loss
of abeloved wife was irreparable. Shesoon sunk under the dis-
order, leaving nine young children. Not long after, the youn-
gest died, and was deposited by her side in this far land.

The house, which had beenthe scene of domestic quiet, cheer-
fulness and joy, and the hospitable home-of the stranger, sojour-
ning in these forests, became dreary and desolate. Mr. Pattie,
who had been noted for the buoyancy of his gay spirit, was now
silent, dejected, and even inattentive to his business; which, re-
quiring great activity and constant attention, soon ran into dis-
order.

About this time, remote trapping and trading expeditions up
the Missouri, and in the interior of New Mexico began to be
much talked of. Mr. Pattie seemed to be interested in these
expeditions, which offered,;much to stir the spirit and excite en-
terprize. To arousehim from hisindolent melancholy, his friends
advised him to sell his property, convert it into merchandize and
equipments for trapping and hunting, and to join in such an un-
dertaking. To a man born and reared under the circumstances
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INTRODUCTION. xi

of his early life—one to whom forests, and long rivers, adven-
tures, and distant mountains, presented pictures of familiar and
birth day scenes—one, who confided in his rifle, asasure friend,
and who withal, connected.dejection and bereavement with his
present desolate residence; little was necessary to tempt him to
such an enterprise.

In a word, he adopted the project with that undoubtingand un-
ehrinking purpose, with which to will is to accomplish. Arrange-
ments were soon made. 'The Children were provided for among
his relations. The Author was at school; but inheriting the
love of a rifle throughso many generations, and nursed amid such
scenes, he begged so earnestly of his father that he might be
allowed to accompany the expedition, that he prevailed. * The
sad task remained for him to record the incidents of the expe-
dition, and the sufferings and death of his father.
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vens.

The following articles are given, as containing fresh and
important information with regard to the countries, through
which the Author passed. Dr. Willard’s ¢Tour’ was exten-
sively quoted, by the periodicals of the day, at the time of
its publication. Views taken, upon the spot, by an impartial
observer, of this comparitively unknown country, so interest-
ing in itself, and from its vicinity to our own country, and the
increasing relations, which connect us with it cannot fail to in-
terest the reader. By comparing the statements of individu-
als differing entirely in training, position, and circumstances,
and the purpose for which a country is observed, such state-
ments, in short as are comprised in this volume, the real advan-
tages and disadvantages of a country, its healthfulness, fertility,
climate, beauty and the character of its inhabitants, and insti-
tutions may be known.

These travellers note down what passed under their eyes,
“nothing extenuating, nor setting down aught in malice.” It
probably did not occur to them, that the imagination might al-
most work at will, without fear of being caught in the fact, in

the desert and unvisited regions of which they speak.
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INLAND TRADE WITH NEW MEXICO.

InTo what nook of our globe can we penetrate, and not find
our citizens with their ¢trade and traffic? We not long since
read in a paper, that a Yankee captain was running a steam .
boat in the Yellow sea. In farthest India—in the islands of the
gentiles—along the new countries recently discovered in the
Antarctic sea, the undisputed throne of winter, aud the habita-
tion of sea monsters— wherever winds can waft, human foot-step
be imprinted, or the Argus ken of industry and enterprise dis-
cover the most distant prospect of a harvest, there we shall find
Americans. We delight to consort, as a listener, among the
crowds of American tars. Their peculiar dress and step,
walking the firm earth as if ¢she’ reeled; their frank, reckless
and manly port; their voice, formed to its tones and expression
amidst the roar of the winds and the dash of the waves;
their dialect, their outlandish phrase, all furnish food for ima-
gination. We hear them speak of China,of Japan, of Borneo,
the Cape of Good Hope, and Cape Horn, as familiarly as the
transit from New York to Greenwich. Their language seems
to imply that distance and space are ideas unknown to them.
Imagination follows them in their long and dangerous course
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256 INLAND TRADE WiTH

through the trackless brine, and realizes how many storms they
have encountered, how many hardships endured, and deaths da-
red, during these passages; of which they speak as familiarly
as of their diurnal visits on shore.

Though the adventures and voyages of the mariner furnish
most food for the imagination; though the immense distances and
the mysterious depths, that he traverses, and the indifferent
hardihood, with which he encounters his perils and toils, natural-
ly inspire an undefined admiration; yet the real exposure, toils
and dangers of the interior journeys of our adventurous lands-
men are, probably, quite as numerous, though they clicit much
less of that feeling of romance and homage to daring, which is
so readily called forth in the case of the other. The sailor car-
ries his home with him. The fathomless and swelling cerulean
is to him as the scenery of his birth place. No verdure, no en-
closures of his paternal home are more pleasant, desired or na-
tural, than good sca room. The windsand waves are chartered
alike to convey him from danger, and to furnish him with the
spectacles, varieties and pleasures of new ports. Notso with
the landsman, far from home in-the land of the stranger. Every
new object, every variety of soil, climate, vegetation, strange
plants and trees, strange men, dresses, religions, modes of build-
ing, strange customs, and, more than all, strange speech, awaken
every moment those feelings, which made the Romans denomi-
nate the strange host by a word, that implies an enemy. At
every step nature puts on new forms of hestility, and warns bim
against uncalled espionage of her privacy, and familiarity with
her secrets. His weary steps, his worn down horse or mule,
furnish no facilities of escape from those combinations of danger
that imagination so readily creates, where they do not really
exist. A whole community, with «ll their innate and national
likes and dislikes, are always ready to yield to the natural hu-
man repugnance to whateveris a departure from its own ways,
and to make a war of extermination upon the defenceless and
desolate strangers. The ancient bard admired the temerity of
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NEW MEXICO. 25%

those, who first dared, with only a thin plank to interpose, be-
tween them and death, to commit themselves to the winds and
waves. If we viewed the daring in all its aspects and bearings
it would furnish equal ground for admiration, to contemplate
one or a few solitary travellers setting forth on a journey of a
thousand leagues, through strange countries, among people at
war with each other, and in language, manners and religion fur-
nished with a radical and unchangeable ground of jealousys
dislike and hostility. How happensit,under such circumstances,
that men ever break the tender ties, the natural and strong char-
ities of home, and go far away, to enter askance, embarrassed

‘and afraid the habitation of the stranger, knowing nothing of his

language and character, and only knowing that the stranger has
a religion and customs, not only different, but hostile? The love
‘of gain, curiosity, the disposition to meet adventures, and the
wandering protuberance can only furnish adequate motives.—
We believe, that Americans, and particularly the New England-
ers have more ample endowments of these combinations, than
any other people. If we have ever for a moment given place
to the traveller’s vanity, in thinking, that in visiting some new
and distant region, we had achieved an exploit,—on reaching
the desired point, that vanity has been instantly corrected by
finding compatriots there before us, who seemed quite at home,

and wholly unconscious, that the attainment of their new domi-
cil had given thein any claims to celebrity.

We were recently indulged with the reading of a manuscript
jourual of an overland tour from Jackson, in Tennesee, by
way of Memphis, the Arkansas, and one of its long and unde-
scribed branches, over the wide prairies to the mountains that
separate” between our territory and that of New Mexico; to
Santa Fe and the towns in that vicinity ; and thence back, over
the arid plains between Santa Fe and the Council Bluffs, on the
Missouri. The caravan noted in their journal, as a common
matter, that their trip had extended between five and six thou-
sand miles. It wasnot a little amusing, or furnishing moderate

excitement of interest and play of the imagination, to become
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958 INLAND TRADE WITH

acquainted with the thoughts of these hardy denizens of the
forests of Tennessec, as they first emerged from the dark
woods upon the ocean prairies of the Arkansas. Their reason-
ings upon the strange country over which they past, in one place
covered with countless buffaloes, in another with moving sands,
and still in another offering the temperature of winter in sum-
mer, in parallels south of their nativity; upon the different soils,
temperaturesand configurations of the country, have an intrin-
sic interest. They are not the reasonings of cosmogonists, or
geologists, or chemists, or botanists, or philosophers; but of
men, who reason from first impressions,—who make short work
of knotty and debateable points, and where they cannot untie
the Gordian knot, make no ceremony in cutting it with the hun-
ter’s knife. Nothing could be more interesting, than to witness
thislittle caravan surrounded by hordes of the ruthless red Tar-
tars of the desert, brandishing their lances on horseback, and
scenting the plunder with panther keennes of instinct. Tore-
warned by the fate of caravans that had preceded them, how
little they had to hope, except from the fears of these Ishmael-
ites, they poise themselves on their rative intrepidity, arrange
their little phalanx, and remind the classical reader of the de-
portment of the ten thousand amidst the. strange and innumer-
able hordes of barbarians, through which, partly by battle, and
partly by policy, they made their way. The interest does not
diminish, when we sce them mnterimx with the Spanish. stran-
gers, equally ignorant and bigoted; the one calling in act cu-
pidity and cunning, to countervail the cupidity and cunning of
the other. What a spectacle must be furnished by the encoun-
ter of such a band with countless thousands of buffaloes! What
scenesare witnessed in their cncarmpments for a month, with no
other itinerary, than the windings of an unknown river, the
course of the planets, or the distant blue of mountains, whese
peaks yet want a name! How different their incidents, thoughts,
views, food and rest—their nightly encamping and morning de-
parture along the grass plains, that vision cannot measure, from
the pursuits and themes of us, who dwell in towns! Yet painful
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and laboriousand hazardous as are these distantexcursions, those
who engage in them, soon acquire an invincible attachment to
them, that renders ail other pursuits in comparison stale and
tedious!

'After wandering six or eight weeks over these prairies, living
on buffalo meat without bread or salt, and begrimmed with
grease, smoke and the fine dust of the prairies to a bretherly
resemblance with the red men, and not at all particular about
making thir toilet of a dress, which in the first instance smacked
nothing of dandyism, nothing can be more amusing, than their
ablutions, and beautifyings, and conversations, as, in a moun-
tain-bounded vale, with a rivulel for mirror, they talk of the
Spanish beauties, and lustrate and prepare for entering upon the
scene of their profits and conquests.

In an article before us, we propose to take a brief survey of
the journal of Dr. Willard, an amiable and very correct young
man, now residing in our city, and calculating {o become a per-
manent inhabitant, of a journey to the interior of New Mexico,
and a residence for some years in the interior, and, more than
all, a descent of the Rio del Norte from its head springs to Ma-
tamoras, ai its mouth,—an immense extent of interesting coun-
try, as far as our reading extends, wholly unexplored. Our re-
gret is equal to his own, that while passing down this long, inter-
esting and undescribed river, he had not been mare particularin
noting the physical aspect of the country, the character of the
soil and productions, animal and vegetable, on his route. But,
not contemplating any thing beyond refreshing his own recol-
lections, by noting down obvious and diurnal facts and incidents, ‘
the journal wanis that fulness and variety, which he would pro-
bably give to it, were he privileged to travel over the same
ground again. How much it is to be desired, that travellers
ghould remember, while traversing new and unexplored regions,
that what may seem trivial and common, while under the eye,
will assume a different interest and importance, when surveyed
anew by memory. No journal of travels in a new country can
be uninteresting, so that the travelleris full and faithful in noting
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260 INLAND TRADE WITH

down, in the freshness of vision and actual oceurrence, what is
passing and spread under his eye. '

Dr. Willard was a citizen of St. Charles, on the Missouri;
and joined a Missouri caravan to New Mexico, as it appears,
with mixed inducements. He had something of the common
American propensity to seek his fortune; and seems to have
been disposed to make his debuf and performhis first quarantine
among the Spaniards, choosing to make his first experiment in
spoiling the tents of the Philistine, rather than the children of
his own people.

Dr. Willard left St. Charles, May 6, 1825. The caravan
consisted of thirty-three persons. He had not journeyed beyond
the settlements of the Missouri until the 16th, when he records
in his tablets, that he slept under a tent for the first time in his
life. The greater part of the long distar.ce between St. Charles
and the mountains at the sources of the Arkansas, is a coun-
try of rolling prairies, until we reach the great plains of the
Arkansas, generally covered with grass, and of but moferate
fertility. A narrow belt of the last portion of the distance is
not unlike the deserts of Arabia,—a sterile plain of sand heaps,
with but here and there a few of the hardier weeds and plants,
which seem to have settled here, as outcasts from more fertile
and genial regions. The route, laying across the head sources
of the larger rivers of the Missouri and Arkansas, traverses but
few rivers or creeks, that are not fordable. Although it has the
reputation of being an exceedingly arid region, one of the most
frequent occurrences noted in his journal,isbeing drenched with
rains. On the 22d, he remarks, that the earth, over which they
travelled, was completely saturated with rain; it having rained
every day, save two, since their departure. Another occur
rence, which we have noted in all similar journals, ard one of
the most unpleasant character, is the escape, or what is called
the breaking away of the horses. One mode of securing them
on these boundless grass plains is technically called ‘hoppling’—
we imagine a corruption of the word ¢hobbling.” The fore and
hind legs of the horse are fastened by a kind of fetter, generally
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of leather. Iorses accustomed to this kind of impediment can
travel with ease far enough to feed; but not with sufficient facil-
ity to evade the owner. But the more general securiety is the
feeling of companionship with each other, and with their own-
ers, which these generous animals soon acquire; and which has
so much influence, that affright, or the calls of wild horses, or
some extraneous circumstance, is necessary to overcomeit. But
these circumstances frequently occur; and though the caravans
have, or should have a guard of one eighth of the company, of
sleepless vigilance, to guard against such disasters, it often hap.
pens, that the horses break away; and we can imagine few em-
ployments, except dunning and borrowing, more irksome and
hopeless, than that of turning out upon the great buffalo pusture
a thousand leagues by five hundred inextent, in pursuit of horses,
which after all make it a matter of choice, even if discovered,
whether they will be taken or not. But it so happens, that these
animals, with the municipal habits of settled life, and certain
remembrances of country and home, start back on the track of
their outward march, and with their heads towards the natal
spot; and from this circumstance it seldom happens, that, when
overtaken by their owners, they are not persuaded to be re-
taken.

On the 22d they see droves of elk, antelopes and deer; and
of the latter kill two. Here is the view of prairies boundless to
vision, of only moderate fertility, but covered with grass, and
adorned with a great variety of flowering plants. A number
of ravines, filled with water, are crossed with difficulty. Itis
mentioned as a difficulty of frequent occurrence, that they could
not find sufficient wood for cooking. 24th, see two droves of
elk—20 in each. Some deer among them; of which one is

‘killed. At night they encamp on the banks of a creek, suppo-

sed to be a branch of the Verdigris of the Arkansas. Friday,
27th, depending on their guns, and game having failed, they
start without breakfast. Between 10and 11, a fine buck is kill-
ed; and they feast high again. This night encamped on
the waters of the main Virdigris. Here they find a skirt
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262 INLAND TRADE WITH

of timber. Among the plants are noted wild onion, hog po-
tatoe, wild tansy, prickly pears, and a great variety offlowering
plants and shrubs, It is recorded on the 26th, that they went
three miles out of their way, to arrive at wood and water. On
the 29th they encamped by alittle cotton wood tree, the only
one insight on the plain. They cutit down for fuel. Every one
knows the difficulty of burning green cottonwood. The rains
are still frequent. On the 30th they see the first signs of buf:
faloes. Delighted with the fragrance of the flowering prairies
overwhich they pass. On the 31st they passed mounds,compos-
ed of rocks resembling lumps of iron ore. They encamped on
a small creek, skirted with a few lonely trees.

June Ist, they discover buffaloes. e thinks that they could

not have becn less than 100,000 before noon. Killed eight or
ten. Dine upon buffalo soup and steaks; which, although
caten without bread or salt, he considers delicious. Continual
exercise on horseback, and associations with the sterility and
desolation of the desert, would probably render any food such.
This day they pased a very large town, or community of the an-
imals called prairie dogs (arctomys ludoviciana.) Dr. Wiilard
describes them, as larger than-they have been commonly repre-
sented, and of the size of a domestic cat. They considerably
resemble a dog in appearance, except ahout the head, which
bears a close analogy to that of the squirril. Their community
contains some hundred burrows; the surface of their town being
kept perfectly clean and smooth. On the eminences made by
the dirt carried out of their burrows, they sit, and fiercely bark
defiance at the approaching traveller. Their form seems rather
clumsy; and their hair is short, and of a light red color.

In crossing the creek before them they found two buffaloes mi-
red in the mud. They humanely endeavored to assist one of
the unfortunate animals out, and restore him to his free plains;
but he was spent; and drowned notwithstanding their efforts
to disengage him. On the opposite shore of the creek, the
buffaloes covered the plains, as far as their eyes could reach.
Wolves and antelopes were bounding among them inall direc-
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tions. In the distance were red sand hills, which reflected the
sun’s rays, and seemed like a burning wall, bounding this mag-
nificent park of nature. On the 7th they passed several dog
towns; fed upon buffaloe flesh; and found no other material for
fuel, but the dried manure of the animal. On the 8th they reach-
ed the main Arkansas; which they found nearly half a mile wide,
although it must have been, by its meanders, 1,200 miles from
its mouth, The velocity of the river at this point was from
three to three and a half miles an hour. The western reader -
will not need to be informed, that this is the full width, and more
than the velocity of the river at its mouth. He found the wa-
ters potable; which it is well known, they are not in its lower
Courses.

An unpleasant accident occurred here. Infiring upon droves
of buffaloes, they turned them out of their direction upon the
course of the caravan. Six pack horses broke from their ranks,
probably in affright. After pursuing them ten miles, three
were recovered. The other three, loaded with goods to the
amount of three hundred dollars, and with clothing and provi-
sions, were never recovered. A Mr. Andrews, of their com-
pany, who had gone out to hunt, was captured by the Indians;
and after being detained unharmed eight days, escaped from
them, and overtook his company.

On the 15th they crossed the Arkansas, to hunt, and lay in a
stock of provisions, on the opposite shore. Un the 18th they
Jeft the Arkansas; having thus far accomplished something more
than twenty miles a day, on an average. Hence they travel-
led, part of the way over sand hills, forty-five miles; in which
distance they found some water, though it is commonly desti-
tute. This brought them to the small river called the Semirone.
The 23d brought them to a fine spring, surrounded with huge
rocky knobs, on which were interesting, ancient, Indian fortifi-
cations. Small timber, wild plumbs, grapes and currants skirt
the borders; affording a charming variety to the eye, after the
long and dreary expanse of prairie, which they had traversed.
They inhaled the fragrance of various aromatic flowers, and
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24 INLAND TRADE WITH

listened to the singing of birds. They here left the small creek,
called the Semirone, upon which they had been travelling since
they left the Arkansas, and took their direction for the mountains.
On the 24th the summits of the Rocky mountains visible in the
distance. On the 29th, mountains in view, white with SNOW,
and supposed to be distant 100 miles. Passed a creek, which
they judged to be a water of Red river. ‘

The last day of June, they began to ascend the mountains.
The latitude of their point of ascentisnotlaid down. But we
should suppose their general course to have been west from the
point, whence they started. This was an interesting point of
their journey. From a vast expanse of naked plains they now
began to ascend high mountains. Alpine scenery surrounds
them. They inhale a highly oxygenated atmosphere. The
sighing of the wind in mountain pines and evergreens is heard,
and they rapidly pass from the dominions of scorching summer
to the cool and brisk spring breeze. The atmosphere is that of
March, and the strawberries, and vegetation of a similar char-
acter, are in blossom.

They here perform a lustration, preparatory to entering into
the Spanish settlements. They wash away the dirt and greece
coated on them, during their long march over the hot and dusty
plains, and put themselves in trim to show themselves in presence
of people of acertain degree of civilization. Here they met
a party of ten or twelve Spaniards, who had come out from Taos
to prevent them from smuggling their goods.

Their reccption by the people would not furnish much inter-
est in the description. We presume the chicf efforl between
the parties was, to determine which should be most dextrous in
eircumventing the other. Dr. Willard boarded with a Spaniard
of the name of Pablo Sucero, at twelve dollars a month. The
country hilly, mainly destitute of timber, and by no means fér-
tile. The church is a large mud building; and the people do
rot seem to him to be very attentive to the cercmonial and du-
ties of their religion.

We think, the article would not be destitute of interest, if we
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were able to enter into ample details of Dr. Willard’s residence
among this people, where he remained two months, in the prac-
tice of physic. On the fourth of July, the American traders
in that region, who then made a considerable of a showy con-
course, turned out to celebrate the great festival of the natal
day of their liberties. Dr. Willard prepared a flag with the
American eagle. They went through their cevolutions and firings
much to the credit of their own patriotism; and no doubt, to .
the edification and delight of the good people, men, women and
children, of Taos. The people reccived them in the different
quarters of the town with shouts of ‘Viva la Republica” Much
of the journal is occupied with accounts of difficulties with the
officers of the customs, in relation to the duties demanded by
the Spaniards upon their goods.

Dr. Willard manifested a prudent regard to the observances
of the Catholic ceremonial; and was soon in full practice of
physic among the people. Among some hundreds of cases,
which he records, there were all sorts of complaints, that flesh
is heir to; and nota few bore evidence, that depravity had
found its way, with its attendant penalties, to these remote re-

"cesses of the interior mountains, and among this simple and pas-
{oral people, where such resuits ought not to have been expec-
ted. Among other patients, he prescribes for the acknowledg-

‘ed concubine of a priest; and in another case, a reverend per-
sonage, sworn of course to celibacy, hesitated not to admit the
claims of his offspring. Some of his patients, as would be the

case among us, disputed his charges. Others in gratitude re- -

paid him far beyond his claims. He seems.to us to have beena
very discreet and sober faced young gentleman, prudently dis-
posed to consult Our Lady of good counsel; in other words, to
keep profcssional secrets; for the ladies trusted him. The old
ladies, in particular, gave him the masonic and confidential grip,
advised him to shrive and take a conversion, marry a young lady
of the country and become one of them. These amiable old
Christians thought, no doubt, that a mun can take a conversion

when he chooses; and that nothing more is necessary, as many
12
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of our enlightened friends here believe, than to feel, that it was
a point of interest to become a good Catholic, really to become
so. Hevery frequently attends Jandangoes, which appear to be
of acharacter similar to our country balls. His practice seems
to have been constant and extensive. Among his patients, he
numbers priests, the govenor, the military; young and old, male
and female; and nota few Indians,and among them some chiefs.
He notes in his tablets very frequent attendance upon religious
festivals; and they seemed to him poor and cheap shows, only
capable of furnishing interest and curiosity for a people a little
above the Indians in point of refinement. Though decent and
respectful in his deportment, while among the people, and in
view of the solemnities, he speaks of them with sufficient indif-
ference, when away, and in communion with his own thoughts.
He probably was not sufficiently aware of the influence of such
a religionof forms and observances, in keeping in order a rude
and ignorant people, who were incapable of a more spiritual
service. However immoral they may have been with this su-
perstition and these observances, we have no doubt, they would
have been still more so without them.

While Dr. Willard shows an evident disposition to think kindly
and respectfully of the people, among whom he sojourned, it
is obvious from various incidental circumstances, notcd in the
journal, that the fandangoes and evening amusements were con-
ducted in a style of the coarsest simplicity,—removed, it is true
far above the intercourse of their red neighbors, but probably
quite as far from that of our people in the same condiiion.
Very few of the ladies were even tolerably pretty; and most of
them were cearse, sufficiently forward, and not at all remarka-
ble for attractions either of persons or manners. Some few were
delicate, and some cven beautiful.

From his recorded intercourse with the priests, it would seem,
that he was almost uniformly treated with kindness and liber-
ality. In fact, they evinced, so far as can be inferred from
their deportment, a good degree of liberality. There can be
little doubt, that the superstition of the people reacts upon them,
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and compels them to a seeming devotion to the formal and cer-
emonial part of their worship, from which they would gladly
escape. With the progress of free inquiry, we confidently an-
ticipate a consequent gradual triumph over the influence of
bigotry. :

One trait among them is worthy of all praise—a simple, un-
ostentatious and noble hospitality. It is recorded in Dr. Wil.
laid’s tablets, that one day he dined with the governor; and on
another was invited to spend the evening with some donna, or
family of respectability ; that his patients and friends often call-
ed upon him, to invite him to ride with them to this point and
to that; and that a horse or carriage was always provided on
such occasions.  Such hospitalities, it is true, are unexpensive
in a country, where farmers have six or eight thousand horses
or mules, forty thousand cattle, and twice as many sheep. But
curlish and boorisk people will always be inhospitable, cost the
efforts to be otherwise little or much. This single traitin their
character went far with us to conciliate kind feeling and good
will towards them.

Writers on this country have generally representedits climate
as variable and unequal. Dr. Willard found Taos, Sante Fe
and Chihuahua to possess a very agreeable climate. It was
never so warm there, as in some days of our summer. The
temperature seemed to him equable, and seldom falling much
below, or rising far above our temperate summer heat. The
country suffers much from aridity, and the want of the shelter
of our trees and noble forests. A few miserable, stinted shrub
beries of a diminutive growth, like that which covers ourshrub-
oak plains, called musqueto wood, isonly found atintervals. These
countries are so elevated, that beyond 28% north latitude, the
ground is sometimes whitened with snow and frost. Muriates of
soda and lime, and nitrate of potash, and other saline substances,
abound on the surface, and oflen so encrust the soil, as to bid
defiance to cultivation. The mountains at the sources of the
Arkansas are sublime elevations. There are sometimes culti-

vable table suthmits on their peaks. 'That the soil is underlaid
with strata of calcareous rock, is manifest from a veryastonish
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ing recorded phenomenon. In 1752 the Rio del Norte became
dry for an extent of 150 leagues. The water had sunk, and
passed through subterranean channels, and so continued to flow
for some weeks; when, no doubt, the chasm became choked, and
the river resumed its former bed. Among the most important
Indian tribes are th.e Commanche, Appache and Navijo. They
live on horseback, and keep the inhabitants constantly on the
alert and alarm. They are the Ishmaelites ard Tartars of
these deserts. It seldom rains; and when rains happen, the
spring of that country may be said to have commenced. The
naked, red and rolling surface of the wide prairies, only limited
by rude and rugged mountains, become at.once covered with a
tender and deep verdure. Thisspring happens in September.
The whole country becomes as an ocean of verdure. Few frosts
occur. When the dry seasonreturns, this grass may be said to
be cured standing. The cattle feed and fatten upon it, whenin
its state of verdant tenderness. It afterwards sustains them as
substantialhay. Hence,and fromthe mildnessana alubrity of tke
climate, and its destitution of storms, its advantages for a grazing
and a shepherd’s country. Hence its infinite numbers of fine
mules, horses, cattle and sheep; and hence, also, its innumerable
droves of antelopes, dcer and buffaloes.

All cultivation is caried on only by artificial irrigation; and
it seems wonderful, how Providence has adapted a country,
which could produce but few of the edible cerealia without it,
for irrigation. Abundant raizs fall on the mountains; and the
flush waters are collected in the Rio del Norte, which rolls
down these arid plains in such a channel, and by such a gentle
slope, that each of the inhabitants along this water course can
command just as much water as his necessities of cultivation
require. Where the soil is fertile, it will naturally be imagin-
ed, how delightful and luxuriant wnose fields and gardens will
be, when the owners can command just as frequent watcrings
as they choose. Art works a miniature sample; but it has a
neatness and finish, which we look for in vain in the great scale
of nature’s rough operations. In Chihuahua, their trees, plan-
ted for ornament and shade, require to be irrigated; and a per-
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son is appointed by a municipality, whose business it is to take
care of the trees, and see that they want not for water. Of
course, native trees can only be expected on the misty and cool
tops of the hills, and near the constant moisture of streams and
ponds. It will not be difficult to imagine, that in a very windy
climate—and this is such,—where, too, it rins moderately only
a few days in the year, they will have ample opportunities to
know what dust means. But it so happeus, that thereis little
t{ravel,—little cause to break the sward, or disturb the tranquil
monotony of nature; and the people have become accustomed
to look: on the brown-yellow and sear surface, during a great
portion of the ycar, with the samz patient composure of endu-
rance, with which we regard the mud, desolation and frost of
winter. _

These people live, as the honest Irishman said of his farm on
Lake Frie, “a thousand miles from home, and five hundred from
any place!” They are nearly a thousand miles from Matamoras,
still farther from Mexico; and as far from the settied parts of
our country. 'The mail goes and returns, so as that an answer
can be had from Mexico in about two months. Our municipal
arts are almost unknown to them. They make whiskey it is
true; but all the saw they know,and all the water or steam pow-
er, for making building plank, is the human steam power of a
broadaxe, or un awkward hatchet, applied to the cloven sections
of alog. It seems incredible, that such can be the stale of the
mechanic arts among a policed people, living under a gov-
ernment; but such iz the fact. Not a word need be said
about the external improvement, the buildings, and finishings of
dwellings, exterior and interior, when the plank are made with
abroadaxe. YetDr. Willard mentions a splendid stone church
at Chihuahua, which cost 300,000 dollars, was supported by
Corinthian pillars, and glittered with gilding. The housesin
the towns are generally built of unburnt bricks; in mary in-
stances in the form of a parallelogram, or hollow square, making
the fronts at once mural defences, and the fronts of dwellings.
The floors are, for the most part, brick or composition,—that is
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to say, clay, lime, &c. pulverized, and cemented with blood, or
other glutinous and sizy liquids.

Dr. Willard’s narrative incidentally brings to light, with a
great degree of naizete, many of the interior lights and shades
of their social intercourse and manners. Nothing can well be
imagined, more un.ike ours; and yct there are many points of
resemblance, in which all civilized people must possess a simi-
larity of manners. It is wonderful, how, with their extreme
bigotry, they could s» readily have admitted an unknown stran-
ger to their intimacy and confidence. They evidently are a
dancing generation; for fandangoes are matters of very frequent
occurrence. QOur young physician generally noted the pres-
ence of the minister at these places, which a reverend gentle-
man here has denominated ‘squeezes,’—a word which, howe-
ver, seems more vulgar and less respectable than fandango.

Upon surveying the state of society,and the progress of im-
provement, cuitivation and refinement in these countries, we
can hardly forbear something like a feeling of exultation, on
comparing our condition with theirs. What an immense dis-
tance betwcen the state of society in this place and Chihuahua,
a place of nearly half the size, and thrice the age, and the
same distance fromthe sea! What would a Cincinnatian think
of building a house, if the planks were to be hewed from our
oaks by a broadaxe? What aspectacle would be the state of
things here to a citizen of that-place! What surprise and as.
tonishment would the don creole of that country experience, ii
transported to Lowell in Massachusetis, with its million wheels
flying in dizzying, and atfirst view, inexplicible confusion! Yet
they have mines innumerable, and ingots of silver; and one far-
mer owns ten thousand horses and mules,—and still sleeps un-
der the puncture of fleas, on a wretched bed, supported upon
anearth floor—without chairs, without hearths, and chimneys
and fire places; in short, the lower classes dwell in habitations
like the comfortless dens of Indians.

"They want freedom. They want the collision of rival minds.
They want liberty, that cannot be supplied either by constitu-
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tions, or laws, or enactments. So long as bigotry reigns, so long
as the terrors of perdition are held up as determents from all
freedom of thinking, and all mental elasticity, their condition
cannot ameliorate. Let a miserable, ignorant priest lay down
the law, and prescribe just how men may think and act—when
they shall go to church, and when stay at home— when they
must stand, kneel, or sit, and we should scon be here the same
mischievous grown up infants, that they seem to be, with all the
appetites and passions and stubbornness of men, and all the men-
tal laziness and imbecility of children. Our free institutions are,
no doubt, attended with their disadvantages; and their may be
some peculiar pleasures belonging to such a slate of society as
exists at Chihuahua. But with all the licertiousness of our
press, with all the bitterness of the hundred tonguesof calumny,
with all our rivalry and competition, and disposition to pull each
other down, that we may fill the vacancy, give us our free insti-
tutions, with all their scourges and all their curses; where men
may be truly men; where the mind need not feel itself shut up
between two adamantine walls; where no onc need fear to think
because a stupid doctor in divinity assures him he will be damn-
ed, if lie dares to think. Give us freedom, with all its append?
ant drawbacks. Deliver us from the abominations of a domi-
nant church establishment. Deliver us from a submission, and
a cringing conformity, which is not enjoined by the voluntary
movement ofa free mind, but whichis extorted by a creed maker,
armed witha little brief and bad authority. It seems to us, as
if even the sincere prayers of the people, who are compelled by
law to 'pray, could not ascend acceptably to Him, whose only
{emple is the free heart. It is evident, that the hierarchy of
New Spain has reccived an incurable shock from the revolution
there. But it has been grafted on the ignorangce and bigotry of
centuries. It operates as cause and effect, acting and reacting
for its own benefit; and it will be ages to come, before its bad
predominance will pass away. We would not be understood to
object to the Catholic church, as such. We believe it at present
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among the most tolerant and liberal churches; and they are
wretchedly mistaken, who think, that bigotry belongs exclusive-
ly to that profession. 1t is a cheering consideration in our coun-
try, that the bigotry of one denomination neutralizes that of
another; so that “all nature’s discord makes all nature’s peace.”
Heaven defend us from a dominant religion, or a worship enfor-
ced by law!

Various Spanish writers, Malte Brun, Humboldt, Gen. Pike,
and others, have described this country superficially ; Gen. Pike,
perhaps, more satisfactorily,and more to the common apprehen-
sion, than any who preceded him. Baron Humboldt, only tra-
velled it, and rapidly, in one direction. Pike was a kind of a
state prisoner, while in it, and was necessarily, much restricted
in his means for making observations, Pecrhaps no person has
had more ample chances of this kind, than Dr. Willard. Un-
fortunately, he was there with the feeling and temperament,
which are usually appended to the people from hissection of the
country, and whose principal object is to secure, what the New
Englander calls the main chance. He now bitterly regrets, that
he did not more highly appreciate, while he was in that inter-
esting, and in a great measure undescribed and unexplored
country, his opportunities to have made a book of travels of very
high interest.

As it was, he remained in the country nearly three years,
made his first essays at operating on the living fibre among the
New-Mexicans, traversed the whole extent of country from
Taos to Matamoras, a distance by the travelled line, of more
than 2000 miles. He travclled leisurely, and at intervals,
through the country, practising phsyic at the more important
towns, making some slay at Santa Fe, Chihuahua, Monterey
Saltilleo, Maspimi, Matamoras, &c. We note in his Jjournal,
which details the events and journeyines of each day, proofsof
the hospitality of the higher classes of the citizens, and of the
readiness of the people to trust themselves to an American
stranger,‘who appears among them in the character of a phy-
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sician, although they consider him a heretic. This is evidence
conclusive of their deep respect for the supposed learning,
acuteness and talents of the people from our division of the con-
tinent. He made money rapidly, as a physician among them.
But it seems, he looked from the ‘lecks and fleshpots’ of this
distant and strange country, with a filial remembrance, towards
the common mother of us all, the land of his birth; and prefer-
red to return, and encounter the scramble and competition of an
over crowded profession, certainly with inferior prospects of
present pecuniary advantage. "We admire that feeling, in our
countrymen, which prompts them, in remote and foreign lands,
still to turn their thoughts towards home, as the place of the
charilies, views and motives, that render life desirable. A true
hearted American, living or dyirg, aslong as pulsation lasts,
dulces reminiscitur Argos. It will gratify the reader to learn,
that our enterprising, modest and amiable traveller spoiled the
Philistines, in an honorable and honest way, of a sum of dollars,
which to a young, soter and calculating New-Englander, may
be considered the embryo germ of a future fortune.

We left him last at Chihuahua. He left this place, August
5, 1827. Unfrequent as rains are, he records being wet witha
shower on the way to San Pablo. On the 11th, another show-
er is recorded. From these casual records, we should infer,
that the aridity of the country has been overstated, as the re-
cords of rains occur in this journal almost as frequently, as they
would in our couniry at the same period. The loss of four
mules is mentioned on the night of the 12th. The loss of hor-
ses stolen is also mentioned, as a frequent occurrence. Once
or twice all his clothes, save those he wore, were taken off, du-
ring his sleep, at his place of encampment. It is noted often,
as a circumstance of hardship, that he encamps at night with-
out water; and, once or twice, that the heasts travel all day,
without finding either grass, or other feed. Frequent mention is
made of haciendas, ranchos, and small villages. Among them
are roted Vera Cruz, San Blas and San Bernardo. He arrives

at Maspimi, September 7th. The night before his arrival his
K2
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best horse was stolen, He stays on the 14th at San Lorenzo,
where the grape is cultivated to a considerable extent; wine,
brandy, and dried fruit being important articlcs of their com-
merce. The large establishment here occupies from 150 to 200
bands. The whole of this magnificent and expensive establish-
ment is owned by a young widow. He thinks the wine rich,
and of a fine flavor, describing it, as having the sweetness of a
Greek wine. On the 19th he arrives at Saltillio. This town
he supposes to contain 10,000 souls; a great proportion of them
Indians. The valley, in which it is situated, he describes, as
one great beauty; deeply verdant, and productive of rich fruits.
It is surrounded by rugzed and lofty mountains. Great part
of Baring’s famous purchase lies between Paras and this place,
a dislance of 88 miles: He considers the intermediate country
by no means a fertile one. In all these placeshe meets Ameri-
cans, whom he names; and notes the places of their birth. On
the 21st he records passing many fine farms, and in one instance
a line of stone wall, laid perfectly regular and straight three
miles in length,and enclosing a rich wheat field.

There is little in the subsequent notes of the journal, which
would so much interest the general reader, as the mass of infor-
mation, thrown together in the notes upon the country, which
follow. We recommend them to the attentive perusal of the -
reader, as we give them substantiallyin the author’s own werds.
The reader will not find in them the munner of Baron Hum-
boldt, or Malte Brun. They have no resemblance, either, to
the remarks of Gen. Pike. But they have the piquancy and
freshness of being the views of a shrewd, and intelligent young
man, who had his eyes open, and was accustomed to make ob-
servations, although to make money was his first vocation. It
is, perhaps, from views like the following, that we form more
definite and adequate conceptions of a country, than from the
scientific and ambitious writings of practised scholars, and tra-
vellers, who commence their career with the professed purpose
to make a book.
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General aspect of the country embraced in a tour from Council
Bluffs, Mo. to Santa Fe, New-Mexico, thence down the general

course of the Rio del Norte to its mouth, comprising a distance
of 2000 miles.

p The physical appearance of that part of the country, lying
belween the limits of Missouri and the Rocky mountains, is
generally well known to be, comparatively speaking, an illimi-
tableexpanse of prairie. That portion of country, situated be-
tween the Missouri and the head waters ef the Osage rivers, is
considerably undulating; the lower situations of which abound,
more or less, with timber, grass and small streams; the higher
portions are usually covered with grass only.

When arriving at the termination of this immense valley, we
meet abruptly the Rocky mountains, or the southern exrtemity
of that chain so celebrated for eternal snows aud rocks. These
mountains are mostly covered with pines, some spruce, hemlock
and white birch. On the top of the mountain we found several
vallies abounding with natural meadow, and having the appear-
ance of receiving daily showers and heavy dews. Here the at-
mosphere was delightfully cool, while the plains on each side
were so destitute of rain, as to render the air sultry, and to re-
quire irrigation for all the common products of agriculture,

The province of New Mexico is rather more mountainous,
than that part formerly called New Biscay, now state of Chihu-
ahua; but is interspersed with some rich vallies, particularly
those bordering on the Rio del Norte. The city of Santa Feis
situated 25 miles.from the river, atthe barren foot of a moun-
tain. It was established about the beginning of the 17th cen-
tury, and seems to have been formerly a place of considerable
importance, as a rendezvous for troops. It now contains perhaps
not far from two thousand souls, the most of whom have the

-appearance of penury. The mines in the neighborhood of

Santa Fe were formerly worked, but are now abandoned. The
principal articles of commerce are sheep, blankets, buffalo
hides, and sometimes their meat and tollow, peltry, salt, and
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the common productions of aprlculture, as corn, wheat, beans,
onions, &c.

At the Passo del Norte, an important village, the grape is
cultivated to a very considerable extent, of- which they prepare
excellent wine and brandy, making use of hides for mashing
vats, For these articles they find market at Santa Fe and
Chihvahua. Dried grapes, apples, onions, &c. are taken down
in great abundance. Chihuahua and its vicinity, with all the
territory north of it, is supplied with salt from a lake in the’
neighborhood of the Passo. There is, also, about two day’s
ride west of this place, an exceedingly rich copper mine, which
was worked for many years by: Pablo Guerra, an European
Spaniard, who realizecd some hundred falegas [a bag of 1000
dollars] from its proceeds. In consequence of the late law of.
expulsion, he was obliged to relinquish it. It is now worked
by two Americans; Mr. Andrew Curcier, a merchant in Chihu-.
ahua, from Philadelphia, and Robt. McKnight, from St. Louis,
Mo.. A considerable amount, of gold is. found in this same mine;
but, I believe, not incorporated withi the copper.

That part of the republic called Sonora, bounded by the gulf.
of Calitornia, is celebrated for its rich mines of silver and.gold._.
These metals, together with mules, horses, beeves, hides, and .
peliry, are exchanged for articles of merchandize, which are
mostly supplied by the Americans from Missouri.. They, how--
ever, procure some part by arrivals by sea in the port of Gui-
mus, situated. on the Gulf. It was in this part of the country
that the Indians were most troublesome, during my residence

there.
" The tribe then hostile belonged to the Yacqui 11at10n, united,

I believe, to some of the Navajo tribe; Loth of which are ex-
ceedingly numerous and rapacious. Pitica, Arrispe, and Gui-
mus are the priﬁcipal towns or villages within that state. Up-
per California apparently has but little correspondence with
that, or any other country, as brave Indian tribes inhabit the
head of the Gulf, the Rio Colorado and adjacent country, S0
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that-the -inhabitants are in a measure cut off from correspond-
ence with the rest of the world. .

Chieuahua is an incorporated city of about nine thousand
souls, and the largest north of Durango. It is regularly laid
out, but indifferently built; containing five or six churches, of
which the Paroque is splendid, it being constructed of hewn
stone, from base to spire. 'The temple of Guadaloupe, is also
_elegant but smaller. The numerous paintings, of course reli-
gious, which are suspended within, do honor to the nation in
the art of painting; they being according to my taste, better
‘executed, than the celcbrated painting of Mr. West at Philadel-
phia.. This town seems to have been established by the Jesuits,
at an early day; and located to suit the convenience of the mi-
ning country. There is yet remaining abundant evidence of
their superior skill and persevercuce, in the arts of building,
mining, &c. The place now contains about ihirty smelting
furnaces, the most of which are generally in blast, and which,
in the course of fhe year separate a great quantity of the pre-
cious metals. The most partof the ore smelted at this place is
brought from La Roche, some 150 miles, over an exeeedingly '
‘mountainous country. Their only mode of transportation is
on the back of mules, which are made to carry 300 Ibs. each.
These loads produce from 25 to 50 and §100 each, according
to their quality. Price of smelting per load is §14; freight
from 6 to §7. 'This mineral is boughtand sold at the mines, as
an article of merchandise, according to ite purtiy. In regard
‘to manufactures, there are few in Chihuahua; and, I believe,
not many north of the city of Mexico; though in this place
there is no lack of carpenters, shoemakers, hatters, tailors,
‘blacksmiths, jewcllers and painters. But they are of the most
ordinary kind. The city is under municipal regulation. A
.board of twelve Alcaldes, constitutinga juntz, execute justice,
according to common sense, and their notion of right and wrong,
provided interest or partiality do not happen to preside.—
Law, Ibeli_eve, is seldom consulted in matters of common place
litigation. They, however, have higher tribunals to which ap-
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peals can be taken, and by which criminal causes cre tried; but
an appeal is almost an unheard of issue. ‘The carcel or jaily
abounds with old and young, male and female, mostly commit-
ted under charges of theft, assassination and murder. The
court recently ventured to pass sentence of death on a man be-
tween 25 and 30 years of age, after having acknowledged that
he had committed ten murders; yet a great deal of commiser-
ation was excited for his case by the priests and lower orders of
society. They have now a workhouse, where all the lower
classes of criminals are made to labor.

The lawyers are few, as likewise the physicians; the former
are commissioned by the general government, and allowed a sal-
ary of $2000. Their province seems to be to expound the law,
or rather decide, as judges of it. ~ All bonds, notes, agreements,
&c. have to be passed under the official seal; and cost, accord-
ing to the value, from 6 1-4 cents to eleven dollars, and the
proceeds go to support the revenue. Every village or setile-
ment has its priest and alcalde. The former presides over their
morals, and arrogates to himself the dictatorship of their con-
sciences, while the latter wields the sceptre of civil justice, and
decrees, and executes with all the dignity of a governor. If par-
ties aggrieved entera complaint, he despatches a foot page with

his official cane, which is a process of compulsion, or forthwith;
and in case of non-compliance the party is made liable to a dis-
cretionary fine.

Although these modes of judicature may seem to us despotic
yet they constitute, no doubt, the most salutary system for that
people. In regard to their national constitution, they have co-
pied it from ours, or nearly so, excepting religious intolerance.
‘This they are aware, is anti-republican; and yet their universal
and bigoted attachment to this faith, and their peculiar situation
in a civil, religious, and military point of view, at the close of
the revolution, seem to have demanded it.

The constitution may be altered in the year 1830, by the con-
currence of two thirds of the members of congress; and at which
time, it was expected by many, with whom I convereed,an at-
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tempt will be made to tolerate all religious denominations.
Their sources of revenue are the following; on all ‘merchandize
they impose an enormous duty. . think according to their last
assessment, this duty is from 15 to 50 per cent. according to the
species of goods. Another very considerable revenue accrues
from the culture and manufacture of cigars, This business is
monopolized by the government, who furnish all parts of the re-
public with this the greatest of their luxuries. To give an idea
of the quantity consumed in Chihuahua, and the adjacent vil-
lages, I publish a note made at the time of my residence there,
which states, that on the 16th October, 1826, one caravan of
mules brought to the custom house, cigars valued at $95,000;
and that a few days after, another arrived and brought $25,000
more; and at the same time it was remarked by good judges,
that it was but about half the quantity consumed in the year.
This may be well imagined, when we consider, that all smoke,
both old and young, male and female. The duties arising from
the precious metals smelted, which are 2 per cent., amount to
something very considerable. All monies removed from one
state to another are liable to 2 per cent; and if taken out of
the government, another 3 1-2 per cent.  Formerly each state
claimed 2 or 3 per cent. on all merchandize, sold within its lim-
its; but this tax was repealed more than a year ago; and was
merged in the international duties. All produce of the farm,
as beef, pork, grain, fruit, vegetables, &c. is subject to duty.
And then comes the ‘severest cut of ally the #ithes. Thus the
poor farmer may at once make up his mind to devote himself a
willing slave to the minions of superstition and credulity. But
oppression does not stop here. It may be traced through the
minute ramnifiications of all social and religious intercourse.
To explain these bearings, it would be necessary to pause in
these remarks, and notice such characteristics, as compose, or
help to compose, a body politic; and which comprise a variety
of materials, which directly or indirectly influence the happi-
ness or prove the bane of society. In illustrating this hin, it
will be necessary to pass in review a subject, which, though va-
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riously understood, is neverthele:s sacred to. every christian be-
liever. I shall, therefore, aim at due deference for every religious
sect; and particularly that one, of which I am about to speak.
Iis claim I am assuredly not disposed to deny. But when T re-
flect on the situation of a people by nature free, and as a body,
endowed with all the moral and physical advantages to make
them great, wise, and happy, I can but enquire into the cau-
ses of the great and obvious distress, which pervades this fair
porlion of our continent.

During my residence with that people, no sntuatmn counid be
better calculated than mine, to facilitate the objects of this en-
quiry. My profession naturally led me into the sphere of inti-
macy and confidence, which brought into view, the most gener-
ous and noble traits of the human mind; while, at the same

- time, I was obliged to witness with disgust, the thousand mesn-

nesses incident to human nature, which found their way through
all the avenues of avarice, prejudice, interest and power.

In the first place, we find them bound to observe all the enjein-
ed feast days, amounting to more than one hundred, during
which, they are not permitted tolabor. Amonz these, Sundays
are included. About fifty days in the year are devoted nomi-
nally to their patron saints. We will now suppose, that nut-of
seven millions (the supposed amount of the population in Mexi-
co,) three sevenths are laborers,at the moderate price of twen-
ty-five cents per day, the loss would amount to ceven hundred
and fifty thousand dollars; and in the course of a year, to thirty-
seven million five hundred thousand dollars! Added to this
prodigality of time, no doubt some 12 1-2 cents at least would
be spent by each, by way of drinking, recreation, or otherwise,
which would amount to thirty thousand dollars per day, arnd for
the year, one million five hundred thousand dollars; making an
aggregate of thirty-nine millions of dellars of lost time in this
way to the community. Added to this sum, would be the ex-
pense of rockets, illuminations, artificial bowers, church expel-
ditures, civil and military uniforms, and a thousand other col-
lateral expenses, that grow out of this established usage.
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This of itself would seem to be sufficient to improverish:a
nation. Buat we have yet to consider a few other items; such
as pertain to births, -deaths, marriages, &c. &c. In regard to-
baptisms, | have often witnessed them, but am unacquainted with
the expense. The ceremouiesof a common marriage are not
considered:decent, unless they cost one hurdred dollars; burials
about the same price, though regulated by the style, number of
priests, musiciaps, part of the.éampo .safo, in which the.intep-
ment is made,and the number of masses subsequently said, 8ug
The funeral rites of infants usually cost from 20 dellass up-
wards. 'The high or low .cross makes a great difference in the
expense. All children who die before the age of accenntabili-
ty, are considered (and, I think, very properly) to have. taken
their departure for a better world. Hence the supposed pre-
priety of festivity ard rejoicing at such obsequies, and a grave
solemnity at those of> adults. The most exhilarating. music is
played at the house of the little innocentsojourner, and also.on
the way to the potter’s field, together with discharge of rock-
ets, accompanied by a rabble of boys, paupers, mendicants and
priests. ‘

It may not be uminteresting to notice some few.of these civil
and religious customs, inasmuch as they differ from our own;
and border on what our people are apt ta consider a puerile
superstition.

The greatest personage of their adoration, is called Nuestra
Senora de Guadaloupe, whom they esteem their patroness saint.
She is said to have appeared near the city of Mexico, sogn af-
ter the conquest of Cortez; calling herself by this name, and.at
the same time averring herself {o be the true Mary, mather of
Jesus. Her appearance was made fo a poor Indian, who was
civilized, and bad some office in.the church ceremonigs.

He wasby hier ordered to go to the bishop of Mexico,and make
known to him the wonderful appantion, and deliver him the fol-
lowing verbal message: ¢That she had descended to the earth,
the guardian protectress of that happy pation. Thata temple

must be built to her name in the vicinity of Mexico, where lier
L 2
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benign influence would be shed to the healing of the natien.

This- command seems to have much surprised the poor native,
who declined being the messenger of this heavenly mission,
alleging his lowness of birth, and the probability of his ‘being
considered an imposter by the bishop, when stating a circum-
stance so contrary to the common order of things. Whereupon
she bade him not fear, but do as she should command him; and
that she would suitably reward him. She then told him, that
in-erder to convince the bishop, that the message was from hea-
ven, he must go on to a neighboring mountain, where he should
find in great abundance, a variety of blossoms, which at that
time of the year, it being winter, could not natarally exist, and
hence the evidence of a miracle. Many more mysterious cir-
cumstances are related in the history of this renowned per-
sonage, comprising a very considerable volume. But it is suffi-
cient to say, that the message was received, the temple erected
on.the spot by her pointed out; -and that she is now the object
of ‘devotion, and made the principal object of their mediatorial
rites.

The anniversary of her appearance in the 12th of December,
when a painting of her is taken from the temple, and carried to
theparoguia, followed by a promiscuous procession. The next
day she is returned to her temple; though there is always a du-
plicate representative kept at the church, which is carried out
to visit the sick, and ward off disease. When any one falls sick,
a greater or lesser catalogue of. painted and wax images sur-
round the patient’s bed, which they almost incessantly implore.

Being naturally a credulous people, they place the most im-
plicit confidence in all superiors; but more particularly in the
priests.and physicians. All such as are visited with sickness,
usaally meet with ample hespitality and commiseration. As it
is a generally received opinion that the Spanish' character is
fraught with stealth, jealousy, perfidy, rapine and murder, I
feel it an incumbent duty to contradict, or rather palliate it in
a greal measure. I grant, we find this a predominant feature
in the lower ranks of society, and too much countenanced by the
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higher order. But where is the country that ig not more or less
afflicted in the same way? Even our own country is not without
erimes from these sources. Though they are not perpetrated
with impunity, they are suffered to rankle in the bosom of soci-
ety. So, while we there find the suspicious rabble of the com-
munity addicted to these vices, we oftener find them here con-
fined to those who assume the importance of gentlemen, who
openly or covertly practice their crimes under the protection of
the public countenance. The Spanish Don is generally ahigh
minded, honorable and dignified character, who would not de-
scend to meanness. Like all other nations, the people here
watch their interest with tenacity. But so far as my experi-
ence goes, a respectable stranger meets with a hospitable re-
ception, and is often loaded with favour. Among the wealthy
we not unfrequently find the liberal heart and hand, to as great
an extent as any other part of America can boast: Another
beautiful trait in their character is a universal respect for seni-
ority. 'Thus you find the elder brother respected and obeyed;
while the parents command the most profound reverence to the
end of their life. Common salutations are exceedingly cordial
and polite. An embrace with the head uncovered, is the usual
ceremony. Ifaservantisspoken to, he uncovers, before he makes
his reply. Thus you find the most illiterate heathen looking
characters among them, well versed in etiquette. The stranger
is struck with the great discrepancy of dress between the high
and low classes; as the former abounds more or less, with gold
lace or rich embroidery, and the latter, polished with smoke
and grease, is little more thana blanket, ‘

As a people they seem to me to possess less versatility of ge-
nius, than perhaps, any other people. Such traditions as their
forefathers sanctioned, are in no case questioned ; but remain in-
corporated with their religion. All their manuel labor appears
to be conducted in the ancient routine of almost savage simpli-
cily; even their women, to this day, are made the efficient in-
struments in reducing all their maize to meal, of which their
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bread is mostly constituted. Every other process of Jabour is -
conducted with equal embarrassment and disadvantage.

‘Having thus far hinted at their customs, I shall have to con-
sider the country lying between Chihuahua and ‘the mouth of
the Rio del Norte, bothin a geographical and agricultural point
of view. The reader will understand, that there is a great
sameness in most of the -Mexican Republic; as the general as-
pect is that of alternate low plains, high mountains of barren
heaths, interspersed with arid plains, that would be productive,
but for the want of seasonable rains, so necessary to fertility.—
Those mountains lying S. W. between Chihuahuaand the Paci-
fic, are said to be much higher and more productive of timber,
having great supplies of rain. :

But in travelling from Chihuahua to the Atlantic coast, we
seldom meet with water, more than once a day; and that fur-
nished by trifling streams, or springs; and frequently from deep
wells, where live a few shepherds, o water the flocks and sell
water to passengers.

On almost all the streams, we find more or less inhabitants,
according to the advantages of water and soil. On the rivers
St, Pedro, Conchez, Guajaquilla, Parral,' Napas, Parcas, Pattas,
Santa Catarina, &c. which are very smallistreams, we find more
or less agriculture, conducted by irrigation, and for the most
part, sufficient for the consumption of the inhabitants of the im-
mediate vicinity. But the mining towns are mostly dependant
on theirsupplies from abroad. Sauta Cruzand St. Pablo, sixty
miles from Chihuahua, on the river St. Pedro, afford many
good farms. Parral, containing perhaps eight thousand, is al.
together a mining town. St. Bartolomeo and Guajaquilla, 180
miles south of Chihuahua, containing two thousand souls, are
mining villages, having some wealthy European Spaniards, who
were the proprictors of the mines, but who were about to leave
the country under the late law of expulsion. '

In going from Mapimi to Parras, distance 120 miles, we cross
Nassas, 2 small river which soon loses itself in a little lake,
After crossing this river we enler extensive plains, as barren as
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the deserts of Arabia. It was inthese I travelled three succes-
sive days, without being able to procure my horses and mules a
single feed, as the country was literally dried up. At Parras [
was delighted with the sudden change of scene. I should sup-
pose this place and St. Lorenzo, which are contiguous, might
contain six or eight thousand inhabitants, who cultivate the
grape in great abundance, supplying all the adjacent country
as far as Chihuahua and Durango with the articles of wine,
brandy, and all kinds of dried fruit. I here noticed one vine-
yard, of, I should judge, 250 acres, owned by a young widow,
which, together with the other farming departments, occupied
200 laborers the year round. From this place to Saltillio, dis-
tance 140 miles, we passed over a broken and mostly sterile
country. This is the tract purchased by the house of Baring,
London; said to contain 140, by not far from 200 miles square,
for which, I was informed by his principal overseer, living at
Pattas, he was to pay a little short of one million doliars, but
had paid 100,000, and refused further payment from some dis-
pute about the title. The haciendas are alt worked under his
direction. Saltillio is situated at the head of a large valley,
affording a beautiful landscape, it being surrounded by a chain
of picturesque mountains, which enclose the city, and an ex-
panded series of cultivated farms. This place, I think some-
thing larger than Chihuahua, and better built, constitutes the
Parogue, which is supposed to be the best of its size within the
republic.

A great portion of the population of Saltillio, are civilized
Indians. They occupy a large suburb of the city, and merit
no small applause for their industry and ingenuity. ' T was de-
lighted while passing their neat and even elegant cottages.
Their little enclosures appeared teeming with verdure and fruit
trees, which bespoke the frugal hushandman. I was pleased
to observe the remarkable difference between the dress of these
natives, and those of Chihuahua.

Here were similar fashions, but under an entirely different
aspect; the Indian women were all clad in blue petticoats,
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a cotton camisas, with bosom and sleeves ruffled; then thrown
gracefully over a blue and white striped revoza or scarf, all of
their own manufacture. These revozas they likewise manufac-
ture of the common sewing silk, which they so variegate, as to
throw their work, when finished, into beautiful uniform, fancy
figures. These are worth from thirty to fifty dollars each.—
Blankets are also made in a similar manner and with equal ele-
gance. Their apparatus for each consists of a little more than
a few rodsand sirings, with one end of their piece fastened to a
permanent stake, set in the ground; while the other is fastened
by a strap, that goes round their waist, that they constitute at
least half of the loom. Their position is that of a tailor,in which
they sit, and fill in the various and beautifnl colors, according to
the sample before them.

I here met with several French and American merchants,
though none permanently settled. They were about leaving
for Durango and Chihuahua. I was also visited by an Italian,
by the name of Don Jose Rose, who had resided here for many
years. It being Friday, the market was destitule of meet, but
said he, if there isany fish to be had, I shall expect you to dine
with me; and I will let you know accordingly. Itwas not long
hefore word came, that I should be expected precisely at 12
o’clock, and lo bring my comrade with me. Accordiogly, I wait-
ed on him at the time appointed, and sat down to a dinner ser-
ved up in excellent style; and it concluded with a desert and
wines of excellent quality. This gentleman (some forty-five
years of age) had never seen proper to change a state of celi-
bacy for that of a matrimonial life; but chose lo govern alone
his peaceful domicil in single blessedness.

From Saltillio to Montelrey, 60 or 70 miles distance, we pass
Rinconada and Santa Catarina, which are small villages. The
country is quite broken, rocky and sterile. At Montelrey, I re-
mained eight or ten days. This placeis about the same impor-
tance as Saltillio; but not quite so populous. They are both
mostly built of stone; at this place the mountains diminish; and
extensive valleys commence. Here was a great abundance of
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oranges and lemons in their prime. In its vicinity the cane is
cultivated largtly, which supplies all the country to Santa Fe
with the article of sugar. It was werth at this place from five
to six cents per lb. according to quality. I also found several
French and American merchants residing here, who spoke of it
as only a tolerable place for business. I also became acquaint-
ed with Col. Guttierez, former Governor of Tamulipas, who
now resides here in command over the troops. He spoke of
himself, as having been the principal agent in the proscription
of the Emperor Iturbide, which proceedings he gave me in de-
tail; his appearance and manner clearly indicate military en-
thusiasm and promptitude of decision. His volatile and unso.
phisticated look and manner, reminded me of the celebrated
Ringtail Panther of Missouri. He certainly managed with great
energy at that eventful crisis, when the fate of the nation depen-
ded on the decision of a moment.

From Montelrey to the coast the country lies exceedingly
level, abounding more or less with musquito bushes, black ebony,
and many other shrubs. In most part of the route the palm
tree abounds, but they are much larger from Saltillio east.—
This tree seems lo be of a character, partaking of the shryb
and plant in point of consistence, and general appearance, grow-
ing: from six to thirty feet high. The Maguey, is 2 plant, that
grows in many parts spontaneously, and from which they derive
a liquor, called pulk, which is much used in large cities. They
obtain this juice, by cutting off the plant, which is from six
inches to eighteen in diameter; and at the same time they so
excavate the stump, asthat it will retain the juice, as it exudes
upwards. Thisis afterwards laded out, and suffered to ferment
for use. Itis of this juice they make a kind of whiskey, called
vino meschal. -

Between Montelrey and the Rio del Norte, we passed a few
small villages, of which Cadarota was the most considerable, it
being a great sugar region. At Quemargo, we struck the del
Norte, which I last saw at El Passo, more than a thousand miles
above. A great part of the river between these two points tra-
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Yerses a savage country. Quemargo-is something more than

atie hundred miles from the sea, and from whlch place to Mata-
moras it is thinly settled. '

- The village of Matamoras, formerly called Refugio, is forty

miles from the harbour of Brassos Santiago; and stands imme-

diately on the-bankof the river, and i is said to contain ten.thou--

sand inhabitants; but, I should think, not more than eight thou-
sand. ~ There are some two hundred- Americans and French in
this place,most of whom are merchants and mechanics. - . lhey
have erected several very good brick buildings, and - the place
begins to wear the aspect of enterprise. Thereisa company or
two of Mexican troops stationed here, which maké great ado

about nothing. A portion of them are kept at the Brassos, to-

protect the Custom-House, and prevent smuggling. " But Amer-
icans have seen too much territory, { to be deterred from sdving
3 1-2 per cent. either by stratagem or by bribery; both of which
are easily practised with the unconscionable Spaniard. In fact
the-American party is so strong in that" ‘place, that they do as
they please. The consul (Daniel W. Smith) has great mﬂuence
among them; as, whatever he saysis law and gospel.

- I regard to the harbour, it is both ample and safe, when once
entered ;.but of dangerous entrance, owmg to the channel being
shallow, say six or eight feet water. " It nevertheless commands

- considerable comimerce during the year. - There has been little -

exported from. this port, except during the last two  or three -
years. Since that, it has consisted mostly of passengers and

their money: many of the European Spaniards embarked from

this port, carrying with them large fortunes of silver and gold,

on which the ship masters impose a tax of one per cent. They-
likewise export some hides, horns, mules,. ebony, and some col-

ouring woods.  But these exports bear but a small proportwn

to the amount of specie taken out.
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DOWNFALL OF THE FREDONIAN REPUBLIC.

We were removed scarcely a hundred miles from the scene,
where was wntnessed ‘during the past winter, the downfall of the

‘Fredonian republic. The crash, however appalling io our ears,

at that distance, was hardly heard at Washington, and if some
better historian than ourselves, do not take the matter in hand,
we fear that this catustrophe will perish from history. Although
we do not expect the fame, and do not gird ourselves for the
task of the historian of the ¢the decline and fall of the Roman
Empirey yet it was no unimportant business of the original fif-
teen, who upreared the pillars of this short lived empire..

The fine country of Texas beyond our western frontier, from
its peculiar configuration, ils vast prairies, its long range of
sea coast, and its numerous rivers on the south, and its range
of unexplored mountains on the north, and from its peculiar po-
sition between the settled countries of the United States on
the one hand, and those of the Mexican Republic, beyond the
Rio del ‘Norte, on the other, will always be a resort for out-
laws, and desperate speculators from our country. Those who
wish to get away from their conscience, and those who have
visions of a paradise in the wild, in short, the ‘moving generation
of the country will press to that region to find range. Until
the Rio del Norte be our boundary, or a Chinese wall rise be-
tween the two states, or a continued line of military posts,in-
terdicting transit, be kept up, it will be the refuge of negro-steal-
ers, and the Elysium of rogues. During the past winter, it
witnessed the rise and fall of a republic, which slumbered fifteen
citizens, and endured fifty days. They mustallow us in {his
country, to have a wonderful faculty to over-stocking all kinds
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290 FREDONIAN REPUBLIC.

of markets, with the articles which we furnish. Evyery profes-
sion has three aspirants for one that is needed. We furnish
more orations, than all the other people on the globe, and we
over-do, and parody every thing, that is great and noble.
We acknowledge, that the materials for this, onr history, were
no more than the common parlance of the people. the passing
‘conversations of village news-mongers. We give as we have
received. As we bave understood it, 2 Mr. Edwards was the
Romulus of this new republic. He had somehow obtained, or
imagined that he had obtained at Mexico the conditional grant
of some millions of acres, between the ‘Sabine, and the grant ot
Col. Austin. We saw multitudes of emigrants repairing to this
land of promise. Among others,there was a Mr. Chaplin, who,
we believe, was a respectable man. He married a sister of
Edwards, a beautiful woman, over the events of whose life is
spread no small coloring of romance. Mr. Chaplin was ap-
pointed by Mr. Edwards, the proprietor, and was elected by the
people, chiefly Americans, Alcaide, and commandant of Nacog-
doches, the only place, that had any resemblance to a town in
the country. It/secms that the Mexicans wanted to.have a hand
in the management of this business, and they appointed anoth-
er Alcaide, and commandant. Hence arose a feud, and a colli-
sion of authorities between the old and the new ‘residenters,
The warm blood of the emigrants was roused. Fifteen men.
among them Col. Ligon, a man whom we had known elsewhere,
in a respectable office and standing, took counsel from thejr
free born minds, their stout hearts, and probably from the ad-
ded influence of the cheering essence of the ‘native.’ They
repaired, an a set time, not without due pomp, and as they say,

under desperate apprehensions of enormous bodily harm, to &
stone house, the only one, we believe,

. of any consequence in
the village.

Here they promulgated a declaration of independ-
ence, adopted national banners and insignia, swore the custo-

mary oaths, pledged their *lives, their fortunes, and their sacred

honor,’ earnestly invoked the aid of their fellow citizens in the
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United States, formed their constitution, and appointed their of-
ficers; and the offices were so numerous, that, we believe, eve-
ry citizen of the republic held at least one. The aid of another
republic, « band of renegade.Cherokees, was invoked with as -
much form, as Zneas used in soliciting the alliance of Evander.
The chief of these Indians was introduced under the most im-
posing formalities. Among the names of the Cherokee pleni-
potentiariés we observe the name of the thrice-famous Jokn
Dunn Hunder. ,

The Fredonians had expected aid from Col. Austin’s settle-
ment, ahout two hundred miles south west of them, on the Bras-
sos and Colorado.” Not a few of the people of this colony were
disposed to give in their adhesion to the new republic. But the
shrewd Col. Austin was aware, on which side of the bread the
butter lay, and he remained staunch in his loyalty {0 his adop-
ted country. - He issued a thundering proclamation, not unlike
Gen. Hull’s on the invasion of Canada, inviting his people to -
range themselves under the standard of the Mexicun govern-
ment. The Cherokee chain parted its links,like a rope of sand.
The ¢fifteen’ had inadvertently caused the death of one man,and
otherwise shed some blood by dint of fist. Some of their more

provident men said with the famous Dutch refugee,
¢ Timens l=di,
His posteriora dedi.

In other words, made the best of their way east of the Sa-
bine. The Mexicans embodied a-small creole force, regained
the ‘stone housey and over-took some of the Fredonians, wisely
treating them with a lenity, which rather savoured of con-
tempt.

Some of the first magistrates of the fallen republic, on regain-
ing the easternshore. of the Sabine, betook themselvesto school-
keeping, like Dyonisius, exchanging the sceptre for a rod. The
Spanish vacher cracks his thong, as sonorously,and as carelessly,
as before, and the surface of the vast prairies is at rest, like that
of a lake, a few minutes after a projected stone has ruffled its
sleepingwaters. ¢ Sic transit gloria mundi.’
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 MEXICO.

SOME ACCOUNT OF ITS INHABITANTS, TOWNS, PRODUCTIONS,
AND NATURAL CURIOSITIES.

[Extracted from the Universal Geography. ]

Moral qualities of the Inprans.—In his present condition, the
Mexican Indian is grave, melaneholy, and taciturn, as long as
he is not under the influence of intoxicating liquors. This
gravity is particularly remarkable in the children of In-
dians, who, at the early age of four or five years, display infi-
nitely greater intelligence and development of mind than the
children of whites. They delight in throwing an air of mys-
tery over their most trifling remarks. Not a passion manifests
itself in their features. At all times sombre, there is some-
thing terrific in the change, when he pases all at once from a
state of absolute repose to violent and ungovernable agitation.
The energy of his character, to which every shade of softness
is unknown, habitually degenerates into ferocity. This is espe-
cially the case with the inhabitants of Tlascala. In the midst
of their degradation, the decendants of these republicans are
still distinguished by a certain haughtiness with which they are
inspired by lhe remembrance of their former greatness. The
indigenous natives of Mexico, like all other nations who have
long groaned under civil and religious despotism, are attached,
with an extreme degreeof obstinacy, co their habits, their man-
ners, and their opinions. -

Assimilation of their Religious Belief.—The introduction of
Chrlistianity among them has scarcely produced any other
effect than merely substituting new ceremonies, the symbols
of a mild and humane religion,—for the ceremonies of a
sanguinary worship. From the earliest periods, semibarba-
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rous nations have received new laws, and new divinities from
the hands of their conquerors. The indigenous and vanquish-
ed gods give place to foreign deities. Indeed, in a mythology
so complicated as thatof the Mexicans, it was easy to discover
an affinity between the divinities of Atzlan and those of the
east. ' ‘The Holy Spirit, for instance, was identified with the sa-
cred éagle of the Aztecs. The missionaries not only tolerated,
they éven favored this mixture of ideas, by which the Christian
worship became more speedily established. The English col-
lector, Mr. Bullock, readily obtained leave from the clergy and
authorities, in 1823, to disinter and take casts from the i image of
the sanguinary goddess Teoyamiqui. During the time it was
exposed, he adds, “the court of the University was crowded-
with people, most of whom expressed the’ most decided anger
and contempt. Notso, however, all the Indians. I attentively
marked. their countenances; not a smile escaped them, or even
a word—all was silence and attention. In reply lo- a- joke of
one of the students, an old Indian remarked, ¢It is true we have
three very good Spanish gods, but we might still have been al-
lowed to keep a few of those of ourancestors.” Iwasinformed
that chaplets of flowers had been placed on the figure by na-
tives, who had stolen thither unse¢n,- in the evening, for that
purpose; a proof that notwithstanding the extreme dlhgence-
of the Spanish clergy for 300 years, there still remaing some
taint of heathen superctltlon among the descendants of the ori-
ginal inhabitans.” Yetit was, pr robably, a nobler impulse than-
superstition that wove the chaplet for the statue of T'eoyamiqui;
rather that mystery of nature, by which she links the present
to the past with veneration, and to ‘the future with anxiety,—
that awful reverence with which the rudest nations look back
to their origin and anceéstors, and which even now, among the
most enlightened, still consecrates the relics of Montmonllon

and Stonehenge.
' Their talent for Painting and Sculpture.—The Mexicans have

preserved a partlcular taste for pamtmg and for the art of car-.

vinig on stone and wood. It is troly astomshmg to see what
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they are capable of executing with abad knife, upon the hard-
est wood and stone. They exercise themselves in painting the
images, and carving the statues of saints; but from a religious
prirciple, they have continued too servilely.intimate for 300
years, the models which the Europeans brought with them at
the period of the original conquest. In Mexico as well as in
Hindoostan, the faithful are not-allowed to make the smallest
change in their idols; every thing connected with the rites of
the Aztecs was subjugated to immutable laws. It is on this
very account that the Christian images have preserved in some
degee, that stiffness and hardness of feature which characteris-
ed the hyeroglyphical pictures of the age of Montezuma. They
display a great deal of aptitude for the exercise of the arts of
imitation, and still greater for those of a purely mechanical na-
tare,

Want of Imagination.—When an Indian has attained a cer-
tain degree of cultivation, he shows great facility of acquiring
information, a spirit of accuracy and precision, and a particu-
lar tendency to subtilize, or to seize on the minutest differen-
ces in objects that are to'be compared with each other. He
reasons coldly and with method; but he does not evince that
activity of imagination, that lively freshness of sentiment, that
art of creating and of producing, which characterises the peo-
ple of Europe, and many tribes of African negroes. The mu-
sic and dancing of the indigenous natives partake of that want
of cheerfulness which is so peculiar to them. Their singing is
of a melancholy description. More vivacity, however, is ob-
served in their women than in their men; but they share the
evils of that state of subjection to which the sex is candemned
among most of those nations where civilization is still imperfect.
In the dance women take no part; they are merely present for
the sake of offering to the dancers the fermented drinks which
they themselves had prepared.

Their taste for Flowers—The Mexican Indians have likewise
preserved the same taste for flowers that Cortez noticed in his
time. We are astonished to discover this taste, which, doubt-
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less, indicates a laste for the beautiful; among a people in whom

a sanguinary worship, and the frequency of human sacrifices,
appear to bave extinguished every feeling connected with sen-
siblity of mind and the cofter affections. In the greal market

of Mexico, the native does not even sell fish, or ananas, ar veg-
etables, or fermented liquor, without his shop being decked out
with flowers, which are renewed every succeeding day. The
Indian shop-keeper appears seated behind a perfect entrench-
ment of verdure, and every thing around him wears an air of
the most refined elegance. :

Wild Indians—The Indian huunters, such. as the Mecos, the
Apaches, and the Lipans, whom the Spaniards comprehend un-
der the denomination of Indios braros, and whose hordes, in
their incursions, which are often made during night, infest the
frontiers of New Biscay, Sonora, and New Mexico, evince
more activity of mind, arid more strength of character, than the
agricultural Indians. Some tribes have even language, the
mechanism of which appeuars to prove the existence of ancient
civilization. They have great difficulty in learning our Eure-
pean idioms, while, at the same time, they express themselves
in their own with an extreme degree of facility. These same
Indian chiefs, whose gloomy taciturnity astonishes the cbserver,
will hold a discourse of several hours, whenever any strong in-

“ terest rouses them to break their habitual silence.

Prerogatives of the waites.—The greater or less quantity of
European blood, and the skin being more or less clear, are at
once decisive of the consideration which a man enjoys in society
and of the opinion which he entertains of himself. A white
who rides barefooted, fancies that he belongs to the nobility of
the country. Colour even establishes a certain equality between
those who, as every where happens where civilization is either
a little advanced, or in a state of retrograde movement, take
pleasure in refining on the prerogatives of race and origin.—
When an individual of the lower orders enters into a dispute
with one of the titled lords of the country, it is no unusual thing
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to hear him exclaim to the nobleman, * It is possible that you
really thought yourself whiter than I am?” "Among the Métis
and Mulattoes, there are many individuals who, by their colour
their physiognomy, and theire intelligence, might be confound-
ed with the Spaniards; bat the laws keep them downin a state
of degradation and contempt. Possessing an energetic and
ardent characler, these men of colour live ina state of constant
irritation against the whites; and resentment too often hurries
them into vengeance. It frequently occurs, too, that families

who are suspected of being of mixed blood, claim, at the high -

court of justice, a declaration that they appertain to the whites.
In this way, very dark colored Mulattoes have had the address

to get themselves whitened, according to the popular expression. '

When the judgment of the senses is too palpably in cpposition
to the solicitations of the applicant, he is forced to content him-
self with somewhat problematical terms; for, in that case, the
sentence simply states, that ¢“sach and such individuals fay.
consider themselves as white.” '

New-MEexico.—Many French wrlter and, among others, the
Abbe Raynal, have spoken in pompous terms of what they

term the Empire of New Mexico; and they boast of its extent

and riches. Under this denomination they appear to compre-
hend all the countries between California and Louisiana. But
the truesignification of this term is confined to a narrow pro-
vince which, it is true, is 175 leagues in length, but not more
than thirty or forty in breadth.

Towns.—This stripe of country, which borders the Rio del
Norte, is thinly-peopled; the town of Santa Fe containing 4000
inhabitants; Albuguerque, 6000; and Taos, 9000, comprise al-
most one-half of the population. The other half consists of
poor colonists, whose scattered hamlets are frequently ravaged.
by the powerful tribes of Indians who surroand them, and over-

run the province. It is true that the soil is amongst the finest

and most fertile of Spanish America.
- Productions.—Wheat, maize, and delicious fruits, espeeially

l:j] itized | by GD{?S]‘E o Qrig ” al from

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAR



Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State University) on 2014-08-15 22:19 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.49015000101676

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

MEXICO. 997

grapes, grow most abundantly. The environs of Passo-del-
Norte, produce the most generous wines. 'The mountains are
covered with pine trees, maples, and oaks.  Beasts cf prey are
met with in great numbers. There are also wild sheep, and
particularly elks, or at least large deer, fully the size of a mule,
with extremely long horns. According to the Dictionary of
Alcedo, mines of tin have been discovered. There are several
hot springs. Rivers with a saline taste, indicate the existence
of rich beds of rock-salt.

Mountains.—The chain of mountains that border the eastern
psrts of New Mexico, seem to be of a moderate degree of el-
evation. There is a pass through them, called the Puerto de
don Fernando, by which the Paducas have penetrated into New
Mexico. Beyond this chain extend immense natural meadows,
on which- buffaloes and wild horses pasture in innumerable
herds. The Americans of the United States hunt these ani-
mals, and sometimes pursue them to the very gates of Santa Fe.
The principal mountains coast Rio del Norte, following its wes-

. tern banks. Some peaks, or cerros, are to be distinguished.

Further to the north, in the country of Nabako, the map of Dou
Alzate has traced mountains with flat summits, denominated in
Spanish mesas, that is, tables.

The Apache Indians.—The Apache Indians originally inhabited
the greater part of New Mexico, and are still a warlike and
industrious nation. These implacable enemies of the Spaniards
infest the whole eastern boundary of this country, from the
black mountains to the confines of Cohahuila, keeping the in-
habitants of several provinces in an incessant state of alarm.—
There has never been any thingbut short skirmishes with them,
andalthough their number has been considerably diminished by
wars and frequent famine, the Spaniards are obliged constantly
to keep up an establishment of 2000 dragoons, for the purpose
of escorting their caravans, protecting their villages,and repel-
ling these attacks, which arﬁT pgerpetually renewed. At first the
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Spaniards endeavoured to reduce to slavery those who, by the
fate of war, fell into their hands; but seeing them indefatigably
surmount every obstacle that opposed their return to their dear
native mountains, their conquerors adopted the expedient of
sending their prisoners to the island of Cuba, where, from the,
change of climate, they speedily perished. No sooner were the
Apaches informed of this circumstance than they refused any
longer either to give or receive quarter. From that moment
none have ever been taken prisoners, except those who are sur-
prised asleep, or disabled during the combat.

Manner of making war.—The arrows of the Apaches are three
feet long, and are made of reed or cane, into which they sink a
piece of hard-wood, with a point made of iron, bone, or stone.
They shoot this weapon with such force, that at the distance of
300 paces they can pierce a man. 'When the arrow is attempt-
ed to be drawn out of the wound, the wood detaches itself, and
the point remains in the body. Their second offensive weapon
is a lance, fifteen feet long. When they charge the enemy they
hold this lance with both hands above their head, and, at the
same time, guide their horse by pressing him with their kneés.

Many of them are armed with firelocks, which, as well as the

ammunition, have been taken in battle from the Spaniards, who
never sell them any. The archers and fusileers combat on foot.
but the lancers are always on horseback, They make use of a

buckler for defence. Nothing can equal the impetuosity and

address of their horsemen. They are thunderbolts, whose stroke
1t isimpossible to parry or escape.

We must cease to feel astonished at the invincible resistance
which the. Apaches oppose to the Spaniards, when we reflect
on the fate to which they have subjected those other Indians
who have allowed themselves to be converted.

The Intendency of Mexico.—The intendency of Mexico, the
the principal province of the Empire of Montezuma, formerly
extended from one sea to the other; but the district of Panuco,
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having been separated from il, it no longer reaches the gulf
of Mexico. The eastern part, situated on the plateau, con-
tains several valleys of around figure; in the centre of which
there are lakes at present dried up, but waters appear formerly
to have filled these basins. Dry and deprived of its wood, this
plateau is at once subject to an habitual aridity, and to sudden
inundations, occasioned by heavy rains and the melting of the
snow. Generally speaking, the-temperature is not so hot as it
is in Spain;.in fact, it enjoys a perpetual spring. the moun-
tains with which it is surrounded still abcund in cedars and
other lofty trees, in gums, drugs, salts, metallic productions,
marble and precious slones. The flat country is covered the
whole year through with delicate and exquisite fruits, lint, hemp,
cotton, tobacco, aniseed, sugar, and cochineal, with which they
support an extensive cummerce.

Natural Curiosities—Besides the numerous volcanoes of
which we have already spoken, some natural curiosities are
met with. Cne of the most remarkable is the Ponte-Dios, or
the bridge of Ged, a rock, under which the water has hollowed
itself a canal, situated about one hundred miles to the south-
east of Mexico, near the village of Molcaxac, on the deep ri-
ver Aquetoyac. Along this natural bridge, the traveller may
continue his journey as if he were on a high road. Several
cataracts present a romantic appearance. The great cavern
of Dante, traversed by a river; the porphyritic organ-pipes of
Actopan; and many other singular-ebjects excite the astonish-
ment of the traveller in this mountainous region, where be is
obliged to cross foaming rivers upon bridges formed of the fruit
of the Crescentia pinnata, tied together with ropes of Agava.

City of Mexzico—On the very ridge of the great Mexican
plateau, a chain of porphyritic mountains encloses an oval val-
ley, the general level of which is elevated 6700 feet above the
surface of the ocean. Five lakes fill the middle of this valley.
To the north of the united lakes of Xochimilco, and Chalco,
on the eastern side of the lake Tezcuco, once stood the ancient
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city of Mexico, to which the traveller arrived by causeways con-
structed on the shallow bettom of the lake. The new city, al-
though placed on the same spot, is situated on firm ground, and
at a considerable distance from the lakes, the waters of which
have retired, and the town is still intersected by numerous ca-
nals,and the public edifices are erected on piles. The draining
of the lakes is further continued, by means of a canal which
has been opened for that purpose, through the mountains of
Sincog, in order to protect the town from inundations. In many
places however, the ground is still soft, and some buildings,
amongst others the cathedral, have sunk six feet. The streets
arc wide and straight, but badly paved. The houses present
a magnificent appearance, being built of porphyry and amygda-
loid. Scveral palaces and private mansions have a majestic ef-
fect, and its churches glitter with metallic riches. The cathe-
dral surpasses, in this respect, all the churches in the world ; the
‘ballustrade which surrounds the great altar being composed o
massive silver. A lamp of the same metal, is of so vast a size
that three men go into it when it hasto be cleaned; and it is
enriched with lions’ heads, and other ornaments, of pure gold.
The statues of the Virgin and the saints are either made of
solid silver, or richly gilded, and ornamented with precious

‘stones. Palaces, mansions of great families, beautiful fountains,

and extensive squares, adorn the interior of this city. To the -
north, near the suburbs, is the principal public promenade, or
Alameda. Round this walk flows arivulet, forming a fine square,

~ in the middle of which there is a basin with a fountain. Eight

all eysof freesterminate here, in the figure of a star. But in con-
sequence of an unfortunate proximity, immediately in front of
alameda, the eye discovers the Quemadero, a place where Jews
and other victims of the terrible Inquisition, were burned alive.
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