ANSAC Gila River Navigability Supplemental Evidence 2014 on the GILA RIVER
Submitted by the Sparks Law Firm, P.C. On Behalf of the San Carlos Apache Tribe

Item Document

120 | Appendices to 1st Edition of The Pattie Narrative. Appended by Timothy Flint.
3 documents make up the Appendices:

- Anonymous Note

- Inland Trade with New Mexico

- Downfall of the Fredonian Republic

121 | Editors Preface and Introduction by Timothy Flint from the 1** Edition of the Pattie
Narrative (1831)

122 | Thwaites, Reuben Gold, Preface to Pattie’s Personal Narrative of a Voyage to the
Pacific and in Mexico. Cincinnati, 1905. Reprint of original Narrative, 1831.

123 | Quaife, Milton Milo, Introduction, The Personal Narrative of James O. Pattie of
Kentucky Chicago, 1930. Reprint of original Narrative, 1831.

124 | Goetzmann, William M. Introduction, The Personal Narrative of James O. Pattie of
Kentucky. New York, 1962. Reprint of original Narrative, 1831

125 | Batman, James Introduction, The Personal Narrative of James O. Pattie of
Kentucky Missoula, 1988. Reprint of original Narrative, 1831

126 | Engelhardt, Zephyrin. Appendix E. “James Ohio Pattie’s Vaccination Story” from
Series: Francisco or Mission Dolores. Francis Herald Press, Chicago, 1924. Print.

127 | Table of Contents, Chapter lll, Echeadnia and Herrera — Finance — The Solis Revolt
1826-1830; and Chapter VI Overland — Smith and Pattie — Foreigners 1826-1830
from Volume 3 of Hubert Howe Bancroft’s 7 Volume series, History of California
(1886).

128 | Guinn, J.M., A.M, History of the State of California a Biographical Record of The
Sierras. An Historical Report of the States Marvelous Growth from Its Earliest
Settlement to the Present Time. Chapman Publishing Co. Chicago (1906).




120



o
I
—
3
=
[NE]
=

jewlog Jgnd
uo pa




The Far Western Frontier

| fremi
FITE

gina
L

1
.’_.__

Ciri

Rl wg &

Digitiz

916006-pdyasn ssade/Bl0sNalyIRY MMM//dIY / paziibip-8)6o09 ‘ulewoq diignd
9.9TOTO00STO6Y dpW/LZ0z/10u dlpuey|py//idiy / LIND 62:8T ST-80-¢T0T U0 pRlelaudg



Generated on 2014-08-15 18:30 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.49015000101676
Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www,hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

Diigitiz

1]

ity K40 xg

The Far Western Frontier

Advisory Editor
RAY A. BILLINGTON

Senior Research Associate
at the Henry E. Huntington Library
and Art Gallery

e,
g

Original from

UMIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



PATTIE'S PERSONAL INARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE
TO THE PACIFIC AND IN MEXICO
JoNE 20, 1824—-AvUGUST 30, 1830

Reprint of the original edition: Cincinnati, 1831



THE

PERSONAL NARRATIVE

JAMES O.PATTIE,

ar

KENTUCKY,

PURING AN £XPEDITION FROXN BT. LOTR 7 TAEL VATT
SETWEEY THAT PLACE AKD TKE PACIPIC OCRAN, AKD THESUE BACK
THROUCH THELITY OF MEXICU TO vERA CRUZ, DURING SOURNEL-
IFGS OF $SIX YEARS; I¥ WHICI( RE 4KP I8 FATHER, WHO
ACCOMPARIED HIN., SUFFERXD UNHEARD OF HARDRH(rS
AKXD DAXCERS, HAD VARIOUS CORFLICTS WITH TUEIR-
DIANS, ARD WERE MADE CAPTIVES, IN WHICH
CAPTIVITY¥ FIS PATRER DIED; TOGETHER
WITH A DESCRIPTION OF THE COUSTRY,
AED THE VARIOUS NATIONS THROUGH
WHICH THEY PASSED.

—

EDITED BY TIMOTHY FLINT.

CINCINNATI:
PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY JOHN H. WOQD,
1831.



DISTRICT OF OHIO, TO WIT:

" BE it Remembered, that on the 18th day of Oct., Anno Domini
g L.S. 1831; John H. Wood, of the said District, hath deposited in this

office, the title of a Book, the title of which is in the words following,
Fer~—=*  to wit:

“The Personal Narrative of James O. Pattie, of Kentucky, during an expedition
from St. Louis, through the vast regions between that place and the Pacific ocean,
and thence back through the city of Mexico to Vera Cruz, during journeyings of
six years; in which he and his father who accompanied him, suffered unheard of
hardships and dangers; had various conflicts with the Indians, and were made
captives, in which captivity his father died, together with a description of the coun-
try, and the various nations through which they passed.”

The right whereof he claims as proprietor, in conformity with an act of Congress,
entitled ‘*An act to amend the several acts respecting copyrights.”

JAitest, WILLIAM MINER,
Clesk of the Dislysct.



Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State University) on 2014-08-15 22:18 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.49015000101676

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

THE

PERSONAL NARRATIVE

OF

JAMES O. PATTIE,

OF

KENTUCKY

EDITED BY TIMOTHY FLINT

i

ARNO PRESS

A NEW YORK TIMES COMPANY
New York ¢ 1973

L F T w [ o Qriginal fram
D‘;EU:‘:“: t'ri GD%‘IS‘[E | Mz al fram

UHIVERSITY OF MICHIGARM



Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State University) on 2014-08-15 22:18 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.49015000101676

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

Reprint Edition 1973 by Arno Press Inc.

Reprinted from a copy in The State
Historical Society of Wisconsin Library

The Far Western Frontier
ISBN for complete set: 0-405-04955-2
See last pages of this volume for titles.

Manufactured in the United States of America

Publisher's Note: This volume was reprinted
from the best available copy.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Pattie, James Ohio, 1804?-1850?
The personal narrative of James 0. Pattie of Kentucky.

(The Far Western frontier)

Reprint of the 1831 ed.

1. Southwest, New--Description and travel.
2. Fredonian Insurrection, 1826-1827. I. Series.
F800.P32 1973 917.9'0092'4 [B] 72-9464,
ISBN 0-405-04992-7

UMIVERSITY OF MICHIGAR



27/mdp.49015000101676

7
74

Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State University) on 2014-08-15 22:18 GMT / http://hdl.handle.nel/2

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www. hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

THE

'PERSONAL NARRATIVE

OF

JAMES O. PATTIE,

OF

KENTUCKY,

DURING AN EXPEDITION FROM ST. LOUIS, THROUGH THE VAST REGIONS
BETWEEN THAT PLACE AND THE PACIFIC OCEAN, AND THENCE BACK
THROUGH THE CITY OF MEXICO TO VERA CAUZ, DURING JOURNEY-
INGS OF BIX YEARS; IN WHICH HE AN HIS FATHER, WHO
ACCOMPANIED HIM, SUFFERED UNHEARD OF HARDSHIPS
AND DANGERS, HAD VARIOUS CONFLICTS WITH THE IN-

DIANS, ARD WERE MADE CAPTIVES, IN WHICH
CAPTIVITY HIS FATHER DIED; TOGETHER
WITH A DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY,

AND THE VARIOUS NATIONS THROUGH
WHICH THEY PASSED.

EDITED BY TIMOTHY FLINT.

o

CINCINNATI:
PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY JOHN.H. WOQD,
1831,



Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State University) on 2014-08-15 22:18 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.49015000101676

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_usei#pd-google

Digitized by

DISTRICT OF OHIO, TO WIT:

¥ ass¥¢ BEIT REMEMBERED, that on the 18th day of Oct., Anno
Domini 1831; John H. Wood, of the said District, hath depo-
L. S-} sited in this office, the title of a Book, the title of which is in
s¢v~'s¢ the words following, to wit:
¢ The Personal Narrative of James O. Pattie, of Kentucky, during an
expedition from St. Louis, through the vast regions betwecn that place
and the Pacific ocean, and thence back through the city of Mexico to
Vera Cruz, during journeyings of six years; in which he and his father
who accompanied him, suffered unheard of hardships and dangers; had
various conflicts with the Indians, and were made captives, in which cap-
tivity his father died, together with a description of the country,and the
variouc nations through which they passed.”
The right whereof he claims as proprietor, in conformity with an act of
Congress, entitled *“ An act to amend the several acts respecting copy-

rghts,” ,
Attest, WILLIAM MINER,
Clerk. of the District.

3 1 i
e ) Jriginal from
LjD , Fglt« VAT W 75 l

UMIVERSITY OF MICHIGARM



Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State University) on 2014-08-15 22:18 GMT / http://hdlhandle.net/2027/mdp.49015000101676

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

EDITOR'S PREFACE.

It has been my fortune to be known as a writer of works of
the imagination. I amsolicitous that this Journal should lose
none of itsintrinsic interest, from its being supposed that in pre-
paring it for the press, I have drawn from the imagination,.ei
ther in regard to the incidents or their coloring. For, in the
literal truth of the facts, incredible as some of them may appear,
my grounds of conviction are my acquaintance with the Author
the impossibility of inventing a narrative like the following, the -
respectability of his relations, the standing which his father
sustained, the confidence reposed in him by the Hon. J. S.
Johnston, the very respectable senator in congress from Louis-
iana, who introduced himto me, the concurrent testimony of
persons now in this city, who saw him at different points in New
Mexico, and the reports, which reached the United States, du-
ring the expedition of many of the incidents here recorded.

When my family first arrived at St. Charles’ in 1816, the fame
of the exploits of his father, as an officer of the rangers, was
fresh in the narratives of his associates and fellow soldiers. I
have been on the ground, at Cap au Gris, where he was besieg-
ed by the Indians. 1 am not unacquainted with the scenery
through which he passed on the Missouri, and I, too, for many
years was a sojoumer in the prairies.

These circumstances, along with a conviction of the truth of
the narrative, tended to give me an interestin it, and to qualify
me in some degree to judge of the internal evidences contained
in the journal itself, of its entire authenticity. It will be per-
ceived at once, that Mr. Pattie, with Mr. McDuffie, thinks more
of action than literaturc, and is more competent to perform
exploits, than blazon them in eloquent periods. My mﬂu—
ence upon the narrative regards orthography, and punctuation
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iv EDITOR'S PREFACE.

and the occasional interposition of a topographical illustration,
which my acquaintance with the accounts of travellers in New
Mexico; and published views of the country have enabled me
to furnish. The reader will award me the confidence of acting
in good faith, in regard to drawing nothing from my own
thoughts. I have found more call to suppress, than to add, to
soften, than to show in stronger relief many of the incidents.
Circumstances -of suffering, which in many similar narratives
have been given in dowmight plainness of detail, I have been
#mpelled fo leave to the reader’s imagination, as too revolting
to'be recorded. '

The very texture of the narrative precludes ornament and
amphification. The simple record of events as they transpired,
painted by the hunigry, toil-worn hunter, in the midst of the de-
sert, surrounded by sterility, espying the foot print of the savage,
or discerning him couched behind the tree or hillock, or hearing
the distant howl of wild beasts, will naturally bear characteris-
tics of stern disregard of embellishment. To alter it, to af-

tempt to embellish it, to divest it of the peculiar impress of the
narrator and his circumstances, would be to take from it its

keeping, the charm of its simplicity, and its internal marks of
truth. In these respects I have been anxious to leave the nar-
rative as I found it.

The journalist seems in these pages a legitimate descendant
of those western pioneers, the hunters of Kentucky, a.race pass-
ing unrecorded from history. The pencil of biography could
seize upon no subjects of higher interest. With hearts
keenly alive to the impulses of honor and patriotism, and the
charities of kindred and friends; they possessed spirits impassi-
ble to fear, that no form of suﬁenng or death could daunt ; and
frames for strength and endurance, as if ribbed with brass and
sinewed with steel. For them to traverse wide deserts, climb
mountiains, swim rivers, grapple with the grizzly bear, and en-
counter the savage, in a sojourn in the wilderness of years, far

from the abodes of civilized men, was but a spirit-stirring and
hollday mode of life.
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EDITOR'S PREFACE. v

To me, there isa kind of moral sublimity in the contemplation
of the adventures and daring of such men. They read a les-
gon to shrinking and effeminate spirits, the men of soft hands
and fashionable life, whose frames the winds of heaven are not
allowed to visit too roughly. They tend to re-inspire something
of that simplicity of manners, manly hardihcod, and Spartan
energy and force of character, which formed so conspicuous a
partof the nature of the settlers of the western wilderness.

Every one knows with what intense interest the community
perused the adventures of Captain Riley, and other intrepid
mariners shipwrecked and enslaved upon distant and barbarous
shores. Itis far from my thoughts to detract from the intre-
pidity of American mariners, which is known, wherever the
winds blow, or the waves-roll; or to depreciate the interest of
the recorded narratives of their sufferings. . A picture more cal-
culated to arouse American sympathies cannot be presented,
than that of a ship’s crew, driven by the fierce winds and the
mountain waves upon a rock bound shore, and escaping death
in thesea,only to encounter captivity from the barbarians on the
land. Yet much of the courage, required to encounter these
emergencies is passive, counselling only the necessity of sub-
mission to events, from which there is no escape, and to which
all resistance would be unavailing.

The courage requisite to be put forth in an expidition such
as thatin which Mr. Pattie and his associates were cast, must
be both active and passive, energetic and ever vigilant, and
never permitled to shrink, or intermit a moment for years. At
one time it is assailed by hordes of yelling savages, and at
another, menaced with' the horrible death of hunger and
thirst in interminable forests, or arid sands. Either position
offers perils and sufferings sufficiently appalling. But fewer
spirits, I apprehend, are formed to brave those of the field,

¢ Where wildsimmeasurably spread,
Seem lengthening as they go.’

than of the ocean, where the mariner either soon finds rest be-

neath its tumultuous bosem, or joyfully spreads his sails again to
~ the breeze.
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INTRODUCTION.

The grandfather of the author of this Journal, was born ir¢
Caroline county, Virginia, in 1750. Soon after he was turned®
of twenty-one, he moved to Kentucky, and became an associate
with those fearless spirits who first settled in the western for-
ests. To qualify him to meet the dangers and encounter the toils
of his new position, he had served in the revolutionary war,
and had been brought in hostile contact with the British in their
attempt to ascend the river Potomac.

He arrived in Kentucky, in company with twenty emigrant
families, in 1781, and settledon the south side of the Kentucky
river. 'The new settlers were beginning to build houses with
internal finishing. His pursuit,which was that of a house car-
penter, procured him constant employment, but he sometimes
diversified it by teaching school. Soon after hisarrival, the com-
mencing settlement experienced the severest and most destruc-
tive assaults from the Indians. In August, 1782, he was one
of the party who marched to the assistance of Bryant’sstation,
and shared in the glory of relieving that place by the memora-
ble defeat of the savages.

Not long afterwards he was called upon by Col. Logan to join
a partyled by him against the Indians, who had gained a bloody
victory over the Kentuckians at the Blue Licks. He was pres-
ent on the spot, where the bodies of the slain lay unburied, and
assisted in theirinterment. During his absence on this expedi-
tion, Sylvester Pattie, father of the author, was born, August
25, 1782.

In November of the same year, his grand-father was sum-
moned to join a party commanded by Col. Logan,in an expedi-
tion against the Indians at the Shawnee towns, in the limits of
the present state of Ohio. They crossed the Olio just below
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viii INTRODUCTION.

the mouth of the Licking, opposite the site of what is now Cin-
cinnati, which was at that time an unbroken forest, without the
appearance of a human habitation. They were here joined
by Gen. Clark with his troops from the fails of the Ohio, or
‘what is now Louisville. The united force marched to the In-
dian {owns, which they burnt and .destroyed.

Returning from this expedition, he resumed his former occu-
pations, witnessing the rapid advance of the country from immi-
gration. Wlen the district, in which he resided, was constituted
Bracken county, he wasappointed one of the judges of the court
of quarter sessions, which office he filled sixteen years, until his
place was vacated by an act of the legislature reducing the
court to a single judge.

Sylvester Pattie, the father of the author, as was common at
that period in Kentucky, married early, having only reached
nineteen. He settled near his fathers house, and there remain-
ed until there began to be a prevalent disposition among the
people to move to Missouri. March 14, 1812, he removed to
that country, the author,being then eight years old. Born and
reared amidst the horrors of Indian assaults and incursions, and

having lived to see Kentucky entirely free from these dangers,
it may seem strange, that he should have chosen to remove a
young family to that remote country, then enduring the same
horrors of Indian warfare, as Kentucky had experienced twen-
ty-five years before. It was in the midst of the late war with
England, which, itis well known, operated to bring the fiercest
assaults of savage incursion upon the remote frontiers of Illinois
and Missouri.

To repel these incursions, these then territories, called out
some companies of rangers, who marched against the Sac and
Fox Indians, between the Mississippi and the lakes, who were
at that time active in murdering women and ckildren, and burn-
ing their habitations during the absence of the male heads of
families. When Pattie was appointed lieutenantin one of these
companies, he left his family at St. Charles’ where he was then
residing. It may be imagined, that the condition of his wife
was sufficiently lonely, as this village contained but one Ameri-
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INTRODUCTION. 5

can family besides her own, and she was unable to cohverse
with its French inhabitants. His company had several skirmish-
es with the Indians, in each of which it came off successful..
The rangers left him in command of a detachment, in pos-
session of the fort at Capau Gris. Soon after the main body
of the rangers had marched away, the fort was besieged by a
body of English and Indians. The besiegers made several at-
tempts to storm the fort, hut were repelled by the garrison.—
The foe continued the siege fora week, continually firing upon
the garrison, who sometimes, though not often, for want of ammu-
nition, returned the fire. Lieutenant Pattie, perceiving no dis-
position in the enemy to withdraw, and discovering that his am-
munition was almost entirely exhausted, deemed it necessary to
send a despatch to Bellefontaine, near the point of the junction
of the Missouri and Mississippi, where was stationed a consider-
able American force. He proposed to hiscommand, thata cou-
ple of men should make their way through the enemy, cross the
Mississippi, and apprize the commander of Bellefontaine of
their condition. No one was found willing to risk the attempt,
as the besiegers were encamped entirely around them. Lea-
ving Thomas McNair in command in his place, and putting on
the uniform of one of the. English soldiers, whom they had killed
during one of the attempts to storm the fort; he passed by night
safely through the camp of the enemy, and arrived at the point
of his destination, a distance of over forty miles: 500 soldiers
were immediately dispatched from Bellefontaine to the relief
of the hesieged at Cap au Gris. Assoon as this force reached
the fort, the British and Indians decamped, not, however, with-
out leaving many of their lifeless companions behind them.
Lieutenant Pattie remained in command of Cap au Gris,
being essentially instrumental in repressing the incursions of the
Sacs and Foxes, and disposing them to a treaty of peace, until
the close of the war. In 1813 he received his discharge, and re
turned to his family, with whom he enjoyed domestic happiness in
privacy and repose fox]'3 some years. St. Louis and St. Charles
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i INTRODUCTION.

were beginning rapidly to improve; American families were
constaptly immigrating to these towns. The timberin their vi-
cinity is not of the best kind for building. Pine could no where
be obtained in abundance, nearer than on the Gasconade, a
stream that enters on the southside of the Missouri, about one
hundred and fifty miles up that river. Mr. Pattie, possessinga
wandering and adventurous spirit, meditated the idea of remo-
ving to this frontier and unpeopled river, to erect Mills upon it,
and send down pine lumber in rafts to St. Louis, and the adjoin-
ing country. He carried his plan into operation, and erected
a Saw and Grist Mill upon the Gasconade. It proved a very
fortunate speculation, as there was an immediate demand at St.
Louis and St. Charlesfor all the plank the mill could supply.

In this remote wilderness, Mr. Pattie lived in happiness and
prosperity, until the mother of the author was attacked by con-
sumption. Although her husband was, as has been said, strong-
ly endowed with the wandering propensity, he was no less pro-
foundly attached to his family; and in this wild region, the loss
of abeloved wife was irreparable. Shesoon sunk under the dis-
order, leaving nine young children. Not long after, the youn-
gest died, and was deposited by herside in this far land.

The house, which had beenthe scene of domestic quiet, cheer-
fulness and joy, and the hospitable home of the stranger, sojour-
ning in these forests, became dreary and desolate. Mr. Pattie,
who hadbeen noted for the buoyancy of his gay spirit, was now
silent, dejected, and even inattentive to his business; which, re-
quiring great activity and constant attention, soon ran into dis-
order.

About this time, remote trapping and trading expeditions up
the Missouri, and in the interior of New Mexico began to be
much talked of. Mr. Pattie seemed to be interested in these
expeditions, which offered,much to stir the spirit and excite en-
terprize. Toarousehim from hisindolent melancholy, his friends
advised him to sell his property, convert it into merchandize and
equipments for trapping and hunting, and to join in such an un-
dertaking. To a man born and reared under the circumstances
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INTRODUCTION. xi

of his early life—one to whom forests, and long rivers, adven-
tures, and distant mountains, presented pictures of familiar and
birth day scenes—one, who confided in his rifle, as asure friend,
and who withal, connected.dejection and bereavement with his
present desolate residence; little was necessary to tempt him to
such an enterprise.

In a word, he adopted the project with that undoubtingand un-
shrinking purpose, with which to will is to accomplish. Arrange-
ments were soon made. The Children were provided for among
his relations. The Author was at school; but inheriting the
love of a rifle throughso many generations, and nursed amid such
scenes, he begged so earnestly of his father that he might be
allowed to accompany the expedition, that he prevailed. = The
sad task remained for him to record the incidents of the expe-
dition, and the sufferings and death of his father.
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The following articles are given, as containing fresh and
important information with regard to the countries, through
which the Author passed. Dr. Willard’s ¢Tour’ was exten-
sively quoted, by the periodicals of the day, at the time of
its publication. Views taken, upon the spot, by an impartial
observer, of this comparitively unknown country, so interest-
ing in itself, and from its vicinity to our own country, and the
increasing relations, which connect us with it cannot fail to in-
terest the reader. By comparing the statements of individu-
als differing entirely in training, position, and circumstances,
and the purpose for which a country is observed, such state-
ments, in short as are comprised in this volume, the real advan-
tages and disadvantages of a country, its healthfulness, fertility,
climate, beauty and the character of its inhabitants, and insti-
tutions may be known.

These travellers note down what passed under their eyes,
“nothing extenuating, nor setting down aught in malice.” It
probably did not occur to them, that the imagination might al-
most work at will, without fear of being caught in the fact, in

the desert and unvisited regions of which they speak.
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InTo what nook-of our globe can we penetrate, and not find
our citizens with their ¢trade and traffic? We not long since
read in a paper, that a Yankee captain was running a steam
boat in the Yellow sea. In farthest India—in the islands of the
gentiles—along the new countries recently discovered in the
Antarctic sea, the undisputed throne of winter, aud the habita-
tion of sea monsters—wherever winds can waft, human foot-step
be imprinted, or the Argus ken of industry and enterprise dis-
cover the most distant prospect of a harvest, there we shall find
Americans. We delight to consort, as a listener, among the
crowds of American tars. Their peculiar dress and step,
walking the firm earth as if ¢she’ reeled; their frank, reckless
and manly port; their voice, formed to its tones and expression
amidst the roar of the winds and the dash of the waves;
their dialect, their outlandish phrase, all furnish food for ima-
gination. We hear them speak of China,of Japan, of Borneo,
the Cape of Good Hope, and Cape Horn, as familiarly as the
transit from New York {o Greenwich. Their language seems
to imply that distance and space are ideas unknown to them.
Imagination follows them in their long and dangerous course
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through the trackless brine, and realizes how many storms they
have encountered, how many hardships endured, and deaths da-
red, during these passages; of which they speak as familiarly
as of their diurnal visits on shore.

Though the adventures and voyages of the mariner furnish
most food for the imagination; though the immense distances and
the mysterious depths, that he traverses, and the indifferent
hardihood, with which he encounters his perils and toils, natural-
ly inspire an undefined admiration; yet the real exposure, toils
and dangers of the interior journeys of our adventurous lands-
men are, probably, quite as numerous, though they clicit much
less of that feeling of romance and homage to daring, which is
so readily called forth in the case of thec other. The sailor car-
ties his home with him. The fathomless and swelling cerulean
is to him as the scenery of his birth place. No verdure, no en-
closures of his paternal home are more pleasant, desired or na-
tural, than good sca room. The winds and waves are chartered
alike to convey him from danger, and to furnish him with the
spectacles, varieties and pleasures of new ports. Not so with
the landsman, far from home in-the land of the stranger. Every
new object, every variety of soil, climate, vegetation, strange
plants and trees, strange men, dresses, religions, modes of build-
ing, strange customs, and, more thanall, strange speech, awaken
every moment those feelings, which made the Romans denomi-
nate the strange host by a word, that implies an enemy. At
every step nature putson new forms of hestility, and warns bim
against uncalled espionage of her privacy, and familiarity with
her secrets. His weary steps, his worn down horse or mule,
furnish no facilities of escape from those combinations of danger
that imagination so readily creates, where they do not really
exist. A whole community, with all their innate and national
likes and dislikes, are always ready to yield to the natural hu-
man repugnance to whateveris a departure from its own ways,
and to make a war of extermination upon the defenceless and
desolate strangers. The ancient bard admired the temerily of
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those, who first dared, with only a thin plank to interpose, be-
tween them and death, to commit themselves to the winds and
waves. If we viewed the daring in all its aspects and bearings
it would furnish equal ground for admiration, to contemplate
one or a few solitary travellers setting forth on a journey of a
thousand leagues, through strange countries, among people at
war with each other, and in language, manners and religion fur-
nished with a radical and unchangeable ground of jealousys
dislike and hostility. How happensit,under such circumstances,
that men ever break the tender ties, the natural and strong char-
ities of home, and go far away, to enter askance, embarrassed
and afraid the habitation of the stranger, knowing nothing of his
language and character, and only knowing that the stranger has
a religion and customs, not only different, but hostile? The love
‘of gain, curiosity, the disposition to meet adventures, and the
wandering protuberance can only furnish adequate motives.—
We believe, that Americans, and particularly the New England-
ers have more ample endowments of these combinations, than
any other people. If we have ever for a moment given place
to the traveller’s vanity,in thinking, that in visiting some new
and distant region, we had achieved an exploit,—on reaching
the desired point, that vanity has been instantly corrected by
finding compatriots there before us, who seemed quite at home,
and wholly unconscious, that the attainment of their new domi-
cil had given thein any claims to celebrity.

We were recently indulged with the reading of a manuscript
jourual of an overland tour from Jackson, in Tennesee, by
way of Memphis, the Arkansas, and one of its long and unde-
scribed branches, over the wide prairies to the mountains that
separate’ between our territory and that of New Mexico; to
Santa Fe and the towns in that vicinity ; and thence back, over
the arid plains between Santa Fe and the Council Bluffs, on the
Missouri. The caravan noted in their journal, as a common
matter, that their trip had extended between five and six thou-
sand miles. It wasnot a little amusing, or furnishing moderate

excitement of interest and play of the imagination, to become
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acquainted with the thoughts of these hardy denizens of the
forests of Tennessee, as they first emerged from the dark
woods upon the ocean prairics of the Arkansas. Their reason-
ings upon the strange country over which they past, in one nlace
covered with countless buffaloes, in another with moving sands,
and still in another offering the {emperature of winter in sum-
mer, in parallels south of their nativity; upon the different soils,
temperatures and configurations of the country, have an intrin-
sic interest. They are not the reasonings of cosmogonists, or
geologists, or chemists, or botanists, or philosophers; but of
men, who reason from first impressions,—who make short work
of knotty and debateable points, and where they cannot untie
the Gordian knot, make no ceremony in cutting it with the hun-
ter’s knife. Nothing could be more interesting, than to witness
thislittle caravan surrounded by hordes of the ruthless red Tar-
tars of the desert, brandishing their lances on horseback, and
scenting the plunder with panther keennes of instinct. Iore-
warned by the fate of caravans that had preceded them, how
little they had to hope, except from the fears of these Ishmael-
ites, they poise themselves on their rative intrepidity, arrange
their little phalanx, and remind the classical reader of the de-
portment of the ten thousand amidst the. strange and innumer-
able hordes of barbarians, through which, partly by battle, and
partly by policy, they made their way. The interest does not
diminish, when we sce them internmx with the Spanish. stran-
gers, equally ignorant and bigoted; the one calling in act cu-
pidity and cunning, to countervail the cupidity and cunning of
the other. What a spectacle must be furnished by the encoun-
ter of such a band with countless thousands of buffaloes! What
scenesare witnessed in their cncarppments for a month, with no
other itinerary, than the windings of an unknown river, the
course of the planets, or the distant blue of mountains, whose
peaks yct want a name! How different their incidents, thoughts,
views, food and rest—their nightly encamping and morning de-
parture along the grass plains, that vision cannot measure, from
the pursuits and themes of us, who dwell in towns! Yet painful
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and laboriousand hazardous as are these distantexcursions, those
who engage in them, soon acquire an invincible attachment to
them, that renders ail other pursuits in comparison stale and
tedious!

'After wandering six or eight weeks over these prairies, living
on buffalo meat without bread or salt, and begrimmed with
grease, smoke and the fine dust of the prairies to a brotherly
resemblance with the red men, and not at all particular about
making thir toilet of a dress, which in the first instance smacked
nothing of dandyism, nothing can be more amusing, than their
ablutions, and beautifyings, and conversations, as, in a moun-
tain-bounded vale, with a rivulel for mirror, they talk of the
Spanish beauties, and lustrate and prepare for eutering upon the
scene of their profits and conquests.

In an article before us, we propose to take a brief survey of
the journal of Dr. Willard, an amiable and very correct young
man, now residing in our city, and calculating {o become a per-
manent inhabitant, of a journey to the interior of New Mexico,
and a residence for some years in the interior, and, more than
all, a descent of the Rio del Norte from its head springs to Ma-
tamoras, at its mouth,—an immense extent of interesting coun-
try,as far as our reading extends, wholly unexplored. Our re-
gret is equal to his own, that while passing down this long, inter-
esting and undescribed river, he had not been mare particularin
noting the physical aspect of the country, the character of the
soil and productions, animal and vegetable, on his route. But,
not contemplating any thing beyond refreshing his own recol-
lections, by noting down obvious and diurnal facts and incidents, ‘
the journal wanis that fulness and variety, which he would pro-
bably give to it, were he privileged to travel over the same
ground again. How much itis to be desired, that travellers
ghould remember, while traversing new and unexplored regions,
that what may seem trivial and common, while under the eye,
will assume a different interest and importance, when surveyed
anew by memory. No journal of travels in a new country can
be uninteresting, so that the travelleris full and faithful in noting
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down, in the freshness of vision and actual oceurrence, what is
passing and spread under his eye.

Dr. Willard was a citizen of St. Charles, on the Missouri;
and joined a Missouri caravan to New Mexico, as it appears,

with mixed inducements. He had something of the common

American propensity to seek his fortune; and seems to have
been disposed to make his debut and performhis first quarantine
among the Spaniards, choosing to make his first experiment in
spoiling the tents of the Philistine, rather than the children of
his own people.

Dr. Willard left St. Charles, May 6, 1825. The caravan
consisted of thirty-three persons. He had not journeyed beyond
the settlements of the Missouri until the 16th, when he records
in his tablets, that he slept under a tent for the first time in his
life. The greater part of the long distance between St. Charles
and the mountains at the sources of the Arkansas, is a coun-
try of rolling prairies, until we reach the great plains of the
Arkansas, generally covered with grass, and of but moferate
fertility. A narrow belt of the last portion of the distance is
not unlike the deserts of Arabia,—a sterile plain of sand heaps,
with but here and there a few of the hardier weeds and plants,
which seem to have settled here, as outcasts from more fertile
and genial regions. The route, laying across the head sources
of the larger rivers of the Missouri and Arkansas, traverses but
few rivers or creeks, that are not fordable. Although it has the
reputation of being an exceedingly arid region, one of the most
frequent occurrences noted in his journal,isbeing drenched with
rains. On the 22d, he remarks, that the earth, over which they
travelled, was completely saturated with rain; it having rained
every day, save two, since their departure. Another occur
rence, which we have noted in all similar journals, ard one of
the most unpleasant character, is the escape, or what is called
the breaking away of the horses. One mode of securing them
on these boundless grass plains is technically called ‘hoppling™—
we imagine a corruption of the word ¢hobbling.” The fore and
hind legs of the horse are fastened by a kind of fetter, generally
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of leather. Ilorsesaccustomed to this kind of impediment can
travel with ease far enough to feed ; but not with sufficient facil-
ity to evade the owner. But the more general securiety is the
feeling of companionship with each other, and with their own-
ers, which these generous animals soon acquire; and which has
so much influence, that affright, or the calls of wild horses, or
some extraneous circumstance, is necessary to overcomeit. But
these circumstances frequently occur; and though the caravans
have, or should have a guard of one eighth of the company, of
sleepless vigilance, to guard against such disasters, it often hap-
pens, that the horses break away; and we can imagine few em-
ployments, except dunning and borrowing, more irksome and
hopeless, than that of turning out upon the great buffalo pasture
a thousand leagues by five hundred inextent, in pursuit ef horses,
which after all make it a matter of choice, even if discovered,
whether they will be taken or not. But it so happens, that these
animals, with the municipal habits of settled life, and certain
remembrances of country and home, start back on the track of
their outward march, and with their heads towards the natal
spot;and from this circumstance it seldem happens, that, when
overtaken by their owners, they are not persuaded to be re-
taken.

On the 22d they see droves of elk, antclopes and deer; and
of the latter kill two. Here is the view of prairies boundless to
vision, of only moderate fertility, but covered with grass, and
adorned with a great variety of flowering plants. A number
of ravines, filled with water, are crossed with difficulty. Itis
mentioned as a difficulty of frequent occurrence, that they could
not find sufficient wood for cooking. 24th, see two droves of
elk—20 in each. Some deer among them; of which one is

‘killed. At night they encamp on the banks of a creek, suppo-

sed to be a branch of the Verdigris of the Arkansas. Friday,
27th, depending on their guns, and game having failed, they
start without breakfast. Between 10and 11, a fine buck is kill-
ed; and they feast high again. This night encamped on
the waters of the main Virdigris. Here they find a skirt
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of timber. Among the plants are noted wild onion, hog pb-
tatoe, wild tansy, prickly pears, and a great variety offlowering
plants and shrubs. It is recorded on the 28th, that they went
three miles out of their way, to arrive at wood and water. On
the 29th they encamped by a little cotton wood tree, the only
one insight on the plain. They cutit down for fuel. Every one
knows the difficulty of burning green cottonwood. The rains
are still frequent. On the 30th they see the first signs of buf-
faloes. Delighted with the fragrance of the flowering prairies
overwhich they pass. On the 3lst they passed mounds ,compos-
ed of rocks resembling lumps of iron ore. They encamped on
a small creek, skirted with a few lonely trees.

June 1st, they discover buffaloes. Ile thinks that they could
not have been less than 100,000 before noon. Killed eight or
ten. Dine upon buffalo sovp and steaks; which, although
eaten without bread or salt, he considers delicious. Continual
exercise on horseback, and associations with the sterility and
desolation: of the desert, would probably render any food such.
This day they pased a very large town, or community of the an-
imals called prairie dogs (arctomys ludoviciana.) Dr. Wiilard
describes them, as larger than-they have been commonly repre-
sented, and of the size of a domestic cat. They considerably
resemble a dog in appearance, except ahout the head, which
bears a close analogy to that of the squirril. Their community
contains some hundred burrows; the surface of their town being
kept perfectly clean and smooth. On the eminences made by
the dirt carried out of their burrows, they sit, and fiercely bark
defiance at the approaching traveller. Their form seems rather
clumsy; and their hair is short, and of a light red color.

In crossing the creek before them they found two buffaloes mi-
red in the mud. They humanely endeavored to assist one of
the unfortunate animals out, and restore hiin to his free plains;
but he was spent; and drowned notwithstanding their efforts
to disengage him. On the opposite shore of the creek, the
buffaloes covered the plains, as far as their eyes could reach.
Wolves and antelopes were bounding among them inall direc-
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tions. In the distance were red sand hills, which reflected the
sun’s rays, and seemed like a burning wall, bounding this mag-
nificent park of nature. On the 7th they passed several dog
towns; fed upon buffaloe flesh; and found no other material for
fuel, but the dried manure of the animal. On the 8th they reach-
ed the main Arkansas; which they found nearly hialf a mile wide,
although it must have been, by its meanders, 1,200 miles from
its mouth. The velocity of the river at this point was {rom
three to three and a half miles an hour. The western reader
will not need to be informed, that this is the full width, and more
than the velocity of the river at its mouth. He found the wa-
ters potable; which it is well known, they are not in its lower
courses.

An unpleasant accident occurred here. Infiring upon droves
of buffaloes, they turned them out of their direction upon the
course of the caravan. Six pack horses broke from their ranks,
probably in affright. After pursuing them ten miles, three
were recovered. The other three, loaded with goods to the
amount of three hundred dollars, and with clothing and provi-
sions, were never recovered. A Mr. Andrews, of their com-
pany, who had gone out to hunt, was captured by the Indians;
and after being detained unharmed eight days, escaped from
them, and overtook his company.

~ On the 15th they crossed the Arkansas, to hunt, and lay in a
stock of provisions, on the opposite shore. Un the 18th they
Jeft the Arkansas; having thus far accomplished something more
than twenty miles a day, on an average. Hence they travel-
led, part of the way over sand hills, forty-five miles; in which
distance they found some water, though it is commonly desti-
tute. This brought them to the small river called the Semirone.
The 23d brought them to a fine spring, surrounded with huge
rocky knobs, on which were interesting, ancient, Indian fortifi-
cations. Small timber, wild plumbs, grapes and currants skirt
the borders; affording a charming variety to the eye, after the
long and dreary expanse of prairie, which they had traversed.
They inhaled the fragrance of various aromatic flowers, and
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listened to the singing of birds. They here left the small creek,
called the Semirone, upon which they had been travelling since
they left the Arkansas, and took their direction for the mountains.
Op the 24th the summits of the Rocky mountains visible in the
distance. On the 29th, mountains in view, white with snow,
and supposed to be distant 100 miles. Passed a creek, which
they judged to be a water of Red river.

The last day of June, they began to-ascend the mountains.
The latitude of their point of ascentisnotlaid down. But we
should suppose their general course to have been west from the
poinit, whence they started. This was an interesting point of
their journey. From a vast expanse of naked plains they now
began to ascend high mountains. Alpine scenery surrounds
them. They inhale a highly oxygenated atmosphere. The
sighing of the wind in mountain pines and evergreens is heard,
and they rapidly pass from the dominions of scorching summer
to the cool and brisk spring breeze. The atmosphere is that of
March, and the strawberries, and vegetation of a similar char-
acter, are in blossom.

They here perform a lustration, preparatory to entering into
the Spanish settlements. They wash away the dirt and greece
coated on them, during their long march over the hot and dusty
plains, and put themselves in trim to show themselves in presence
of people of acertain degree of civilization. Here they met
a party of ten or twelve Spaniards, who had come out from Taos
to prevent them from smuggling their goods.

Their reccption by the people would not furnish much inter-
est in the description. We presume the. chicf effort between
the parties was, to determine which should be most dextrous in
eircumventing the other. Dr. Willard boarded with a Spaniard
of the name of Pablo Sucero, at twelve dollars a month. The
country hilly, mainly destitute of timber, and by no means fér-
tile. The church is a large mud building; and the people do
mot seem to him to be very attentive to the cercmonial and du-
ties of their religion.

We think, the article would not be destitute of interest, if we
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were able to enter into ample details of Dr. Willard’s residence
among this people, where he remained two months, in the prac-
tice of physic. On the fourth of July, the American traders
in that region, who then made a considerable of a showy con-
course, turned out to celebrate the great festival of the natal
day of their liberties. Dr. Willard prepared a flag with the
American eagle. They went through their evolutions and firings
much to the credit of their own patriotism; and no doubt, to .
the edification and delight of the good people, men, women and
children, of Taos. The people reccived them in the different
quarters of the town with shouts of ‘Viva la Republica” Much
of the journal is occupied with accounts of difficulties with the
officers of the customs, in relation to the duties demanded by
the Spaniards upon their goods.
Dr. Willard manifested 2 prudent regard to the observances
of the Catholic ceremonial; and was soon in full practice of
physic among the people. Among some hundreds of cases,
which he records, there were all sorts of complaints, that flesh
is heir to; and nota few bore evidence, that depravity had
found its way, with its attendant penalties, to these remote re-
" cesses of the interior mountains, and among this simple and pas-
toral people, where such resuits ought not to have been expec-
ted. Among other patients, he prescribes for the acknowledg-
‘ed concubine of a priest; and in another case, a reverend per-
sonage, sworn of course to celibacy, hesitated not to admit the
claims of his offspring. Some of his patients, as would be the
case among us, disputed his charges. Others in gratitude re- -
paid him far beyond his claims. He seems.to us to have beena
very discreet and sober faced young gentleman, prudently dis-
posed to consult Our Lady of good counsel; in other words, to
keep professional secrets; for the ladies trusted him. The old
ladies, in particular, gave him the masonic and confidential grip,
advised him to shriveand take a conversion, marry a young lady
of the country and become one of them. These amiable old
Christians thought, no doubt, that a man can take a conversion

when he chooses; and that nothing more is necessary, as many
12
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of our enlightened friends here believe, than to feel, that it was
a point of interest to become a good Catholic, really to become
so. Hevery frequently attends Jandangoes, which appear to be
of acharacter similar to our country balls. His practice seems
to have been comstant and extensive. Among his patients, he
numbers priests, the govenor, the military; young and old, male
and female; and nota few Indians,and among them some chiefs.
He notes in his tablets very frequent attendance upon religious
festivals; and they seemed to him poor and cheap shows, only
capable of furnishing interest and curiosity for a people a little
above the Indians in point of refinement. Though decent and
respectful in his deportment, while among the people, and in
view of the solemnities, he speaks of them with sufficient indif-
ference, when away, and in communion with his own thoughts.
He probably was not sufficiently aware of the influence of such
a religionof forms and observances, in keeping in order a rude
and ignorant people, who were incapable of a more spiritual
service. However immoral they may have been with this su-
perstition and these observances, we have no doubt, they would
have been still more so without them.

While Dr. Willard shows an evident disposition to think kindly
and respectfully of the people, among whom he sojourned, it
is obvious from various incidental circumstances, noted in the
journal, that the fandangoes and evening amusements were con-
ducted in a style of the coarsest simplicity,—removed, it is true
far above the intercourse of their red neighbors, but probably
quite as far from that of our people in the same condiiion.
Very few of the ladies were even tolerably pretty; and most of
them were cearse, sufficiently forward, and not at all remarka-
ble for attractions either of persons or manners. Some few were
delicate, and some cven beautiful.

From his recorded intercourse with the priests, it would seem,
that he was almost uniformly treated with kindness and liber-
ality. In fact, they evinced, so far as can be inferred from
their deportment, a good degree of liberality. There can be
little doubt, that the superstition of the people reacts upon them,
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and compels them to a seeming devotion to the formal and cer-
emonial part of their worship, from which they would gladly
escape. With the progress of free inquiry, we confidently an-
ticipate a consequent gradual triumph over the influence of
bigotry. v

One trait among them is worthy of all praise—a simple, un-
ostentatious and noble hospitality. It is recorded in Dr. Wil.
la1d’s tablets, that one day he dined with the governor; and on
another was invited to spend the evening with some donna, or
family of respectability ; that his patients and friends often call-
ed upon him, to invite him to ride with them to {his point and
to that; and that a horse or carriage was always provided on
such occasions.  Such hospitalities, it is true, are unexpensive
in a country, where farmers have six or eight thousand horses
or mules, forty thousand cattle, and twice as many sheep. But
curlish and boorisk people will always be inhospitable, cost the
efforts to be otherwise little or much. This single trait in their
character went far with us to conciliate kind feeling and good
will towards them.

Writers on this country have generally represeniedits climate
as variable and unequal. Dr. Willard found Taos, Sante Fe
and Chihuahua to possess a very agrecable climate. It was
never so warm there, as in some days of our summer. The
temperature seemed to him equable, and seldom falling much
below, or rising far above our temperate summer heat. The
country suffers much from aridity, and the want of the shelter
of our trees and noble forests. A few miserable, stinted shrub
beries of a diminutive growth, like that which covers ourshrub-
oak plains,called musqueto wood,isonly found atintervals. These
countries are so elevated, that beyond 28° north latitude, the
ground is sometimes whitcned with snow and frost. Muriates of
soda and lime, and nitrate of potash, and other saline substances,
abound on the surface, and oflen so encrust the soil, as to bid
defiance to cultivation. The mountains at the sources of the
Arkansas are sublime elevations. There are sometimes culti-
vable table suthmits on their peaks. 'That the soil is underlaid
with strata of calcareous rock, is manifest from a veryastonish
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ing recorded phenomenon. In 1752 the Rio del Norte became
dry for an extent of 150 leagues. The water had sunk, and
passed through subterranean channels, and so continued to flow
for some weeks; when, no doubt, the chasm became choked, and
the river resumed its former bed. Among the most important
Indian tribes are the Commanche, Appache and Navijo. They
live on horseback, and kecp the inhabitants constantly on the
alert and alarm. They are the Ishmaelites ard Tartars of
these deserts. It seldom rains; and when rains happen, the
spring of that country may be said to have commenced. The
naked, red and rolling surface of the wide prairies, only limited
by rude and rugged mountains, become at.once covered with a
tender and deep verdure. Thisspring happens in September.
The whole country becomes as an ocean of verdure. Few frosts
occur. When the dry seasonreturns, this grass may be said to
be cured standing. The cattle feed and fatten upon it, whenin
ils state of verdant tenderness. It afterwards sustains themas
substantialhay. Hence,and fromthe mildnessana alubrity of the
climate, and its destitution of storms, its advantages fora grazing
and a shepherd’s country. Hence its infinite numbers of fine
mules, horses, cattle and sheep; and hence, also, its innumerable
droves of antelopes, dcer and buffaloes.

All cultivation is caried on only by artificial irrigation; and
it seems wonderful, how Providence has adapted a country,
which could produce but few of the edible cerealia without it,
for irrigation. Abundant raizs fall on the mountains; and the
flush waters are collected in the Rio del Norte, which rolls
down these arid plains in such a channel, and by such a gentle
slope, that each of the inhabitants along this water course can
command just as much water as his necessities of cultivation
require. Where the soil is fertile, it will naturally be imagin-

“ed, how delightful and luxuriant tnose fields and gardens will
be, when the owners can command just as frequent watcrings
as they choose. Art works a miniature sample; but it has a
neatness and finish, which we look for in vain in the great scale
of nature’s rough operations. In Chihuahua, their trees, plan-
ted for ornament and shade, require to be irrigated; and a per-
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son is appointed by a municipality, whose business it is to take
care of the trees, and see that they want not for water. Of
course, native trees can only be expected on the misty and cool
tops of the hills, and near the constant moisture of streams and
ponds. It will not be difficult to imagine, that in a very windy
climate—and this is such—where, too, it riins moderately only
a few days in the year, they will have ample opportunities to
know what dust means. Butit so happeus, that thereis little
iravel,—little cause to break the sward, or disturb the tranquil
monotony of nature; aud the people have become accustomed
to look on the brown-yellow and sear surface, during a great
portion of the ycar, with the samez patient composure of endu-
rance, with which we regard the mud, desolation and frost of
winter. '

These people live, as the honest Irishman said of his farm on
Lake Frie, “a thousand miles from home, and five hundred from
any place!” They are nearly a thousand miles from Matamoras,
still farther from Mexico; and as far from the settied parts of
our country. The mail goes and returns, so as that an answer
can be had from Mexico in about two months. QOur municipal
arts are almost unknown to them. They make whiskey it is
true; but all the saw they know,and all the water or steam pow-
er, for making building plank, is the human steam power of a
broadaxe, or anawkward bhatchet, applied to the cloven sections
of alog. It seems incredible, that such can be the staie of the
mechanic arts among a policed people, living under a gov-
ernment; but such iz the fact. Not a word need be said
about the external improvement, the buildings, and finishings of
dwellings, extcrior and interior, when the plank are made with
abroadaxe. Yet Dr. Willard mentions a splendid stone church
at Chihuahua, which cost 300,000 dollars, was supported by
Corinthian pillars, and glittered with gilding. The housesin
the towns are generally built of unburnt bricks; in mary in-
stances in the form of a parallelogram, or hollow square, making
the fronts at once mural defences, and the fronts of dwellings.
The floors are, for the most part, brick or composition,—that is
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to say, clay, lime, &c. pulverized, and cemented with blood, or
other glutinous and sizy liquids.

Dr. Willard’s narrative incidentally brings to light, with a
great degree of naizefe, many of the interior lights and shades
of their social intercourse and manners. Nothing can well be
imagined, more un.ike ours; and yet there are many points of
resemblance, in which all civilized people must possess a simi-
larity of manners. It is wonderful, how, with their extreme
bigotry, they could s» readily have admitted an unknown stran-
ger to their intimacy and confidence. They evidently are a
dancing generation; for fandangoes are matters of very frequent
occurrence. Our young physician generally noted the pres-
ence of the minister at these places, which a reverend gentle-
man here has denominated ‘squeezes,’—a word which, howe-
ver, seems more vulgar and less respectable than fandango.

Upon surveying the state of society,and the progress of im-
provement, cuitivation and refinement in these countries, we
can hardly forbear something like a feeling of exultation, on
comparing our condition with theirs. What an immense dis-

‘tance betwcen the state of society in this place and Chihuahua,

a place of nearly half the size, and thrice the age, and the
same distance fromthe sea! What would a Cincinnatian think
of building a house, if the planks were to be hewed from our
oaks by a broadaxe? What aspectacle would be the state o
things here to a citizen of that place! What surprise and as.
tonishment would the don creole of that country experience, i
transported to Lowell in Massachusetis, with its million wheels
flying in dizzying, and at first view, inexplicible confusion! Yet

they have mines innumerable, and ingots of silver; and one far-

mer owns ten thousand horses and mules,—and still sleeps un-
der the puncture of fleas, on a wretched bed, supported upon
anearth floor—without chairs, without hearths, and chimneys
and fire places; in short, the lower classes dwell in habitations
like the comfortless dens of Indians.

'T hey want freedom. They want the collision of rival minds.
They want liberty, that cannot be supplied either by constitu-
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tions, or laws, or enactments. Solongas bigotry reigns, so long
as the terrors of perdition are held up as determents from all
freedom of thinking, and all mental clasticity, their condition
cannot ameliorate. Let a miserable, ignorant priest lay down
the law, and prescribe just how men may think and act—when
they shall go to church, and when stay at home— when they
must stand, kneel, or sit, and we should soon be here the same
mischievous grown up infants, that they seem to be, with all the
appetites and passions and stubbornness of men, and all the men-
tal laziness and imbecility of children. Our free institutions are,
no doubt, attended with their disadvantages; and their may be
some peculiar pleasures belonging to such a slate of society as
exists at Chihuahua. But with all the licertiousness of our
press, with all the bitterness of the hundred tonguesof calumny,
with all our rivalry and competition, and disposition to pull each
other down, that we may fill the vacancy, give us our free insti-
tutions, with all their scourges and all their curses; where men
may be truly men; where the mind need not feel itself shut up
between two adamantine walls; where no onc need fear to think
because a stupid doctor in divinity assures him he will be damn-
ed, if he dares to think. Give us freedom, with all its append?
ant drawbacks. Deliver us from the abominations of a domi-
nant church establishment. Deliver us from a submission, and
a cringing conformity, which is not enjoined by the voluntary
movement ofafree mind, but whichis extorted by a creed maker,
armed with a little brief and bad authorily. It seems to us, as
if even thesincere prayers of the people, who are compelled by
law to pray, could not ascend acceptably to Him, whose only
{emple is the free heart. It is evident, that the hierarchy of
New Spain has reccived an incurable shock from the revolution
there. But it has been grafted on the ignorance and bigotry of
centuries. It operates as cause and effect, acting and reacting
for its own benefit; and it will be ages to come, before its bad
predominance will pass away. We would not be understood to
object to the Catholic church, as such. We believe it at present

e T P Qriginal from
Digitizad by % 54 L } 1} P ..« st SRR
‘ GO Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGARN



Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State University) on 2014-08-15 22:19 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.49015000101676

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

73 . INLAND TRADE WITH

among the most tolerant and liberal churches; and they are
wretchedly mistaken, who think, that bigotry belongs exclusive-
ly to that profession. It is a cheering consideration in our ecoun-
try, that the bigotry of one denomination neutralizes that of
another; so that “all nature’s discord makes all nature’s peace.”
Heaven defend us from a dominant religion, or a worship enfor-
ced by law!

Various Spanish writers, Malte Brun, Humboldt, Gen. Pike,
and others, have described this country superficially ; Gen. Pike,
perhaps, more satisfactorily,and more to the common apprehen-
sion, than any who preceded him. Baron Humboldt, only tra-
velled it, and rapidly, in one direction. Pike was a kind of a
state prisoner, while in it, and was necessarily, much restricted
in his means for making observations, Perhaps no person has
had more ample chances of this kind, than Dr. Willard. Un-
fortunately, he was there with the feeling and temperament,
which are usually appended to the people from hissection of the
country, and whose principal object is to secure, what the New
Englander calls the main chance. He now bitterly regrets, that
he did not more highly appreciate, while he was in that inter-
esting, and in a great measure undescribed and unexplored
country, his opportunities to have made a book of travels of very
high interest.

As it was, he remained in the country nearly three years,
made his first essays at operating on the living fibre among the
New-Mexicans, traversed the whole extent of country from
Taos to Matamoras, a distance by the travelled line, of more
than 2000 miles. He travclled leisurely, and at intervals,
through the country, practising phsyic at the more important
towns, making some slay at Santa Fe, Chihuahua, Monterey
Saltilleo, Maspimi, Matamoras, &c. We note in his Jjournal,
which details the events and journeyines of cach day, proofs of
the hospitalily of the higher classes of the citizens, and of the
readiness of the people to trust themselves to an American
stranger,’who appears among them in the character of a phy-
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sician, although they consider him a heretic. This is evidence
conclusive of their deep respect for the supposed learning,
acuteness and talents of the people from our division of the con-
tinent. He made money rapidly, as a physician among them.
But it seems, he looked from the ‘lecks and fleshpots’ of this
distant and strange country, with a filial remembrance, towards
the common mother of us all, the land of his birth; and prefer-
red to return, and encounter the scramble and competition of an
over crowded profession, certainly with inferior prospects of
present pecuniary advantage. 'We admire that feeling, in_our
countrymer, which prompts them, in remote and foreign lands,
still to turn their thoughts towards home, as the place of the
charilies, views and motives, that renderlife desirable. A true
hearted American, living or dying, aslong as pulsation lasts, -
dulces reminiscitur Argos. It will gratify the reader to learn,
that our enterprising, modest and amiable traveller spoiled the
Philistines, in an honorable and honest way, of a sum of dollars,
which to a young, sober and calculating New-Englander, may
be considered the embryo germ of a future fortune.

We left him last at Chihuahua. He left this place, August
5, 1827. Unfrequent as rains are, he records being wet witha
shower on the way to San Pablo. On the 11th, another show-
er is recorded. From these casual records, we should infer,
that the aridity of the country has been overstated, as the re-
cords of rains occur in this journal-almost as frequently, as they
would in our country at the same period. The loss of four
mules is mentioned on the night of the 12th. The loss of hor-
ses stolen is also mentioned, as a frequent occurrence. Once
or twice all his clothes, save those he wore, were taken off, du-
ring his sleep, at his place of encampment. It is noted often,
as a circumstance of hardship, that he encamps at night with-
out water; and, once or twice, that the beasts travel all day,
without finding either grass, or other feed. Frequent mention is
made of haciendas, ranchos, and small villages. Among them
are noted Vera Cruz, San Blas and San Bernardo. He arrives

at Maspimi, September 7th. The night before his arrival his
K 2
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best horse was stolen, He stays on the 14th at San Lorenzo,
where the grape is cultivated to a considerable extent; wine,
brandy, and dried fruit being important articles of their com-
merce. The large establishment here occupies from 150 to 200
hands. The whole of this magnificent and expensive establish-
ment is owned by a young widow. He thinks the wine rich,
and of a fine flavor, describing it, as having the sweelness of a
Greek wine. On the 19th he arrives at Saltillio. This town
he supposes to contain 10,000 souls; a great proportion of them
Indians. The valley, in which it is situated, he describes, as
one great beauty ; deeply verdant, and productive of rich fruits,
It is surrounded by rugged and lofty mountains. Great part
of Baring’s famous purchase lies between Paras and this place,
a dislance of 88 miles. He considers the intermediate country
by no means a fertile one. In all these placeshe meets Ameri-
cans, whom he names; and notes the places of their birth. On
the 21st he records passing many fine farms, and in one instance
a line of stone wall, laid perfectly regular and straight three
miles in length,and enclosing a rich wheat field.

There is little in the subsequent notes of the journal, which
would so much interest the general reader, as the mass of infor-
mation, thrown together in the notes upon the country, which
follow. We recommend them to the attentive perusal of the -
reader, as we give them substantiallyin the author’s own words.
The reader will not find in them the munner of Baron Hum-
boldt, or Malte Brun. They have no resemblance, either, to
the remarks of Gen. Pike. But they have the piquancy and
freshness of being the views of a shrewd,and intelligent young
man, who had his eyes open, and was accustomed to make ob-
servations, although to make money washis first vocation. It
is, perhaps, from views like the following, that we form more
definite and adequate conceptions of a country, than from the
scientific and ambitious writings of practised scholars, and tra-
vellers, who commence their career with the professed purpose
to make a book.
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General aspect of the country embraced in a tour from Council
Bluffs, Mo. to Santa Fe, New-Mexico, thence down the general

course of the Rio del Norte to its mouth, comprising a distance
of 2000 miles.

p The physical appearance of that part of the country, lying
belween the limits of Missouri and the Rocky mountains, is
generally well known to be, comparatively speaking, an illimi-
tableexpanse of prairie. That portion of country, situated be-
tween the Missouri and the head waters ef the Osage rivers, is
considerably undulating; the lower situations of which abound,
more or less, with timber, grass and small streams; the higher
portions are usually covered with grass only.

When arriving at the termination of this immense valley, we
meet abruptly the Rocky mountains, or the southern exrtemity
of that chain so celebrated for eternal snows aud rocks. These
mountains are mostly covered with pines, some spruce, hemlock
and white birch. On the top of the mountain we found several
vallies abounding with natural meadow, and having the appear-
ance of receiving daily showers and heavy dews. Here the at-
mosphere was delightfully cool, while the plains on each side
were so destitute of rain, as to render the air sultry, and to re-
quire irrigation for all the common products of agriculture,

The province of New Mexico is rather more mountainous,
than that part formerly called New Biscay, now state of Chihu-
ahua; but is interspersed with some rich vallies, particularly
those bordering on the Rio del Norte. The city of Santa Fe is
situated 25 miles.from the river, atthe barren foot of a moun-
tain. It was established about the beginning of the 17th cen-
tury, and seems to have been formerly a place of considerable
importance, as a rendezvous for troops. It now contains perhaps
not far from two thousand souls, the most of whom have the

- appearance of penury. The mines in the neighborhood of
Santa Fe were formerly worked, but are now abandoned. The
principal articles of commerce are sheep, blankets, buffalo
hides, and sometimes their meat and tollow, peltry, salt, and
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the common productions of asrrlculture, as corn, wheat, beans,
onions, &c.

At the Passo'del Norte, an important village, the grape is
cultivated to a very considerable extent, of- which they prepare

excellent wine and brandy, making use of hides for mashing

vats. For these articles they find market at Santa Fe and
Chihuahua. Dried grapes, apples, onions, &c. are taken down
in great abundance. Chihuahua and its vicinity, with all the

territory north of it, is supplied with salt from a lake in the-

neighborhood of the Passo. There is, also, about two day’s
ride west of this place, an exceedingly rich copper mine, which
was worked for many years by: Pablo Guerra, an European
Spaniard, who realized some hundred falegas [a bag of -1000

dollars] from its proceeds. In consequence of the late law of.

expulsion, he was obliged to relinquish it. It is now worked

by two Americans; Mr. Andrew Curcier, a merchant in Chihu-.

ahua, from Philadeclphia, and Robt. McKnight, from St. Louis,
Mo.. A considerable amount of gold is. found in this same mine;
but, I believe, not incorporated with the copper.

That part of the republic called Sonora, bounded by the gulf.

of California, is celebrated for its rich mines of silver and gold..

These metals, together with mules, horses, beeves, hides, and -

peltry, are exchanged for articles of merchandize, which are

mostly supplied by the Americans from Missouri.. They, how-

ever, procure some part by arrivals by sea in the port of Gui-
mus, situated on the Gulf. It was in this part of the country
that the Indians were most troublesome, during my residence

there.
" The tribe then hostile belonged to the Yacqm natmn, united,

I believe, to some of the Navajo tnbe, both of which are ex-
ceedingly numerous and rapacious. Pitica, Arrispe, and Gui-
mus are the principal towns or villages within that state. Up-

per California apparcntly has but little correspondence with

that, or any other counfry; as brave Indian tribes inhabit the

head of the Gulf, the Rio Colorado and adJacent country, so
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that the .inhabitants are in a measure cut off from correspond-
ence with the rest of the world. .

Chieuahua is an incorporated city of about nine thousand
s_ouls, and the largest north of Durango. It is regularly laid
out, but indifferently built; containing five or six churches, of
which the Paroque is splendid, it being constructed of hewn
stone, from base to spire. The temple of Guadaloupe, is also

_elegant but smaller. The numerous paintings, of course reli-

gious, which are suspended within, do honor to the nation in
the art of painting; they being according to my taste, beiter

_executed, than the celcbrated pairting of Mr. West at Philadel-

phia. . This town seems to have been cstablished by the Jesuits,
at an early day; and located to suit'the convenience of the mi-
ning country. There is yet remaining abundant evidence of
their superior skill and perseverence, in the arts of building,
mining, &c. The place now contains about ihirty smelting
furnaces, the most of which are generally in blast, and which,
in the course of the year separate a great quantity of the pre-
cious metals. The most partof the ore smelted at ihis place is

‘brought from La Roche, some 150 miles, over an exeeedingly .

mountainous country. Their only mode of transportation is
on the back of mules, which are made to carry 300 Ibs. each.
These loads produce from 25 to 50 and §100 each, according
to their quality. Price of smelting per load is §14; freight
from 6 to §7. 'This mineral is bought and sold at the mines, as
an article of merchandise, according to its purtiy. In regard

“to manufactures, there are few in Chihuahua; and, I believe,

not many north of the cily of Mexico; though in this place
there is no lack of carpenters, shoemakers, hatters, tailors,
blacksmiths, jewcllers and painters. But they are of the most
ordinary kind. The city is under municipal regulation. A

.board of twelve Alcaldes, constitutinga junta, execute justice,

according to common sense, and their notion of right and wrong,
provided interest or partiality do not happen to preside.—

Law, I believe, is seldom consulted in matters of common place
litigation. They, however, have higher tribunals to which ap-
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peals can be taken, and by which criminal causes cre tried; but
an appeal is almost an unheard of issue. The carcel or jail,
abounds with old and young, male and female, mostly commit-
ted under charges of theft, assassination and murder. The
court recently ventured to pass sentence of death on a man be-
tween 25 and 30 years of age, after having acknowledged that
he had committed ten murders; yet a great deal of commiser-
ation was excited for his case by the priests and lower orders of
society. They have now a workhouse, where all the lower
classes of criminals are made to labor.

The lawyers are few, as likewise the physicians; the former
are commissicned by the general government, and allowed a sal-
ary of $2000. Their province seems to be to expound the law,
or rather decide, as judges of it.  All bonds, notes, agreements,
&ec. have to be passed under the official seal; and cost, accord-
ing to the value, from 6 1-4 cents to eleven dollars, and the
proceeds go to support the revenue. Every village or settle-
ment has its priest and alcalde. The former presides over their
morals, and arrogates to himself the dictatorship of their con-
sciences, while the latter wields the sceptre of civil justice, and
decrees, and executes with all the dignity of a governor. If par-
ties aggrieved entera complaint, he despatches a foot page with

his official cane, which is a process of compulsion, or forthwith;
and in case of non-compliance the party is made liable to a dis-
cretionary fine.

Although these modes of judicature may seem to us despotic
yet they constitute, no doubt, the most salutary system for that
people. In regard to their national constitution, they have co-
pied it from ours, or nearly so, excepting religious intolerance.
‘This they are aware, is anti-republican; and yet {heir universal
and bigoted attachment to this faith, and their peculiar situation
in a civil, religious, and military point of view, at the close of
the revolution, seem to have demanded it.

The constitution may be altered in the year 1830, by the con-
currence of two thirds of the members of congress; and at which
time, it was expected by many, with whom I converted, an at-
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tempt will be made to tolerate all religious denominations.
Their sources of revenue are the following; on all merchandize
they impose an enormous duty. i think according to their last
assessment, this duty is from 15 to 50 per cent. according to the
species of goods. Another very considerable revenue accrues
from the culture and manufacture of cigars. This business is
monopolized by the government, who furnish all parts of the re-
public with this the greatest of their luxuries. To give an idea
of the quantity consumed in Chihuahua, and the adjacent vil-
lages, I publish a note made at the time of my residence there,
which states, that on the 16th October, 1826, one caravan of
mules brought to the custom house, cigars valued at $95,000;
and that a few days after, another arrived and brought $25,000
more; and at the same time it was remarked by good judges,
that it was but about half the quantity consumed in the year.
This may be well imagined, when we consider, that all smoke,
both old and young, male and female. The duties arising from
the precious metals smelted, which are 2 per cent., amount to
something very considerable. All monies removed from one
state to another are liable to 2 per cent; and if taken out of
the government, another 3 1-2 per cent. Formerly each state
claimed 2 or 3 per ¢ent. on all merchandize, sold within its lim-
its; but this tax was repealed more than a year ago; and was.
merged in the international duties. All produce of the farm,
as beef, pork, grain, fruit, vegetables, &c. is subject to duty.
And then comes the ‘severest cut of ally the ¢ithes. Thus the
poor farmer may at once make up his mind to devote himself a
willing slave to the minions of superstition and credulity. But
oppression does not stop here. It may be traced through the
minute ramnifiications of all social and religious intercourse.
To explain these bearings, it would be necessary to pause in
these remarks, and notice such characteristics, as compose, or
help to compose, a body politic; and which comprise a variety
of materials, which directly or indirectly influence the happi-
ness or prove the bane of society. In illustrating this hint, it
will be necessary to pass in review a subject, which, though va-
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riously understood, is neverthelexs sacred to. every christian be-
liever. Ishall, therefore, aim at due deference for every religious
sect; and particularly that one, of which I am about to speak.
Iis claim I am assuredly not disposed to deny. But when1 re-
flect on the situation of a people by nature free, and as a body,
endowed with all the moral and physical. advantages to make
them great, wise, and happy, I can but enquire into the cau-
ses of the great and obvious distress, which pervades this fair
porlion of our continent. ‘

During my residence with that people, no situation could be
better calculated than mine, to facilitate the objects of this-en-
quiry. My profession naturally led me into the sphere of inti-
macy and confidence, which brought into view, the most gener-
ous and noble traits of the human mind; while, at the same

- time, I was obliged to witness with disgust, the thousand mesn-

nesses incident to human nature, which found their way through
all the avenues of avarice, prejudice, interest and power.

In the first place, we find them bound to observe all the enjein-
ed feast days, amounting to more than one hundred, during
which, they are not permiited tolabor. Among these, Sundays
are included. About fifty days in the year are devoted- nomi-
nally to their patron saints. We will now suppose, that nut-of
seven millions (the supposed amount of the population in Mexi-
co,) three sevenths are laborers,at the moderate price of twen-
ty-five cents per day, the loss would amount to seven hundred
and fifty thousand dollars; and in the course of a year, to thirty-
seven million five hundred thousand dollars! Added to this
prodigality of time, no doubt some 12 1-2 cents at least would
be spent by each, by way of drinking, recreation, or otherwise,
which would amount to thirty thousand dollars per day, and for
the year, one million five hundred thousand dollars; making an
aggregate of thirty-nine millions of dellars of lost time in this
way to the community. Added to this sum, would be the ex-
pense of rockets, illuminations, artificial bowers, church expen-
ditures, civil and military uniforms, and a thousand other col-
lateral expenses, that grow out of this established usage.
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This of itself would seem to be sufficient to improverish-a
nation. But we have yet to consider a few other items; such
as pertain. to births, ‘deaths, marriages, &c. &c. In regard to
baptisms, I have often witnessed them, but-am unacquainted with
the expense. The ceremonies of a common marriage are not
considered: decent, unless they cost one hundred dellars; burials
about the same price, though regulated by the style, number of
priests, musiciaps, part of the éampo .safo, in which the.intep-
ment is made,and the number of masses subsequently said, &g
The funeral rites of jnfants usually cost from 20 dellass up-
wards. The high or low cross makes a.great difference in thg
expense. All children who die before the age of accountabili-
ty, are considered (and, I think, very properly) to have. taken
their departure for a better world. Hence the supposed pro-
priety of festivity and rejoicing at such obsequies, and a grave
solemnity at those of adults. The most exhilarating music is
played at the house of the little innocentsojourner, and also.on
the way to the potter’s field, together with discharge of rock-
ets, accompanied by a rabble of boys, paupers, mendicanis and
priests. |

It may not be uminteresting to notice some few.of these civil
and religious customs, inasmuch as they differ from our own;
and border on what our people are apt ta consider a puerile
superstition.

The greatest persanage of their adoration, is called Nuestra
Senora de Guadaloupe, whom they esteem their patroness saint.
She is said to have appeared near the city of Mexico, sogn af-
ter the conquest of Cortez; calling herself by this name, and.at
the same time averring herself to be the true Mary, mather of
Jesus. Her appearance was made o a poor Indian, who was
civilized, and had some office in. the church ceremonies.

He wasby lier ordered to go to the bishop of Mexico,and make
known to him the wonderful appantion, and deliver him the fol-
lowing verbal message: ¢That she had descended to the earth,
the guardian protectress of that happy nation. Thata temple

must be built to her name in the vicinity of Mexico, where lier
L 2
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benign infleence would be shed to the healing of the natien.
This- command seems to have much surprised the poor native,
who declined being the messenger of this heavenly mission,
alleging his lowness of birth, and the probability of his being
considered an imposter by the bishop, when stating a circum-
stance so contrary to the common order of things. Whereupon
she bade him not fear, but do as she should command him; and
that she would suitably reward him. She then told him, that
in-order to convince the bishop, that the message was from hea-
ven, e must go on to a neighboring mountain, where he should
find in great abundance, a variety of blossoms, which at that
time of the year, it being winter, could net natarally exist, and
hence the evidence of a miracle. Many more mysterious cir-
cumstances are related in the history of this renowned per-
sonage, comprising a very considerable volume. But it is suffi-
cient to say, that the message was received, the temple erected
on.the spot by her pointed out; and that she is now the object
of ‘devotion, and made the principal object of their mediatorial
rites,

The anniversary of her appearance in the 12th of December,
when a painting of her is taken from the temple, and carried to
theparoguia, followed by a promiscuous procession. The next

day she is returned to her temple; though there is always a du-

plicate representative kept at the church, which is carried out
to visit the sick, and ward off disease. When any one falls sick,
a greater or lesser catalogue of: painted and wax images sur-
round the patient’s bed, which they almost incessantly implore.

Being naturally a credulous people, they place the most im-
plicit confidence in all superiors; but more particularly in the
priests.and physicians. All such as are visited with sickness,
usually meet with ample hespitality and commiseration.  As it
is a generally received opinion that the Spanish character is
fraught with stealth, jealousy, perfidy, rapine and murder, I
feel it an incumbent duty to contradict, or rather palliate it in
a great measure. I grant, we find this a predominant feature
in the lower ranks of society, and too much countenanced by the
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higherorder. But where is the country that is not more or less
afflicted in the same way? Even our own country is not without
erimes from these sources. Though they are not perpetrated
with impunity, they are suffered to rankle in the bosom of soci-
ety. So, while we there find the suspicious rabble of the com-
munity addicted to these vices, we oftener find them here con-
fined to those who assume the importance of gentlemen, who
openly or covertly practice their crimes under the protection of
the public countenance. The Spanish Don is generally ahigh
minded, honorable and dignified character, who would not de-
scend to meanness. Like all other nations, the people here
watch their interest with tenacity. But so far as my experi-
ence goes, a respectable stranger meets with a hospitable re-
ception, and is often loaded with favour. Among the wealthy
we not unfrequently find the liberal heart and hand, to as great
an extent as any other part of America can boast. Another
beautiful trait in their character is a universal respect for seni-
ority. Thus you find the elder brother respected and obeyed;
while the parents command the most profound reverence to the
end of their life. Common salutations are exceedingly cordial
and polite. An embrace with the head uncovered, is the usual
ceremony. Ifaservantisspoken to, he uncovers, before he makes
his reply. Thus you find the most illiterate heathen looking
characters among them, well versed in etiquette. The stranger
is struck with the great discrepancy of dress between the high
and low classes; as the former abounds more or less, with gold
lace or rich embroidery, and the latter, polished with smoke
and grease, is little more thana blanket.

As a people they seem to me to possess less versatility of ge-
nius, than perhaps, any other people. Such traditions as their
forefathers sanctioned, are in no case questioned ; but remain in-
corporated with their religion. All their manuel labor appears
to be conducted in the ancient routine of almost savage simpli-
cily; even their women, to this day, are made the efficient in-
struments in reducing all their maize to meal, of which their
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bread is mostly constituted. Every other process of labour is -
conducted with equal embarrassment and disadvantage,

‘Having thus far hinted at their customs, I shall have to con-
sider the country lying between Chihuahua and the mouth of
the Rio del Norte, bothin a geographical and agricultural point
of view. The reader will understand, that there is a great
sameness in most of the .Mexican Republic; as the general as-
pect is that of alternate low plains, high mountains of barren
heaths, interspersed with arid plains, that would be productive,
but for the want of seasonable rains, so necessary to fertility.—
Those mountains lying S. W. between Chihuahuaand the Paci-
fic, are said to be much higher and more productive of timber,
having great supplies of rain. _

But in travelling from Chihuahua to the Atlantic coast, we
seldom meet with water, more than once a day; and thatl fur-
pished by trifling streams, or springs; and frequently from deep
wells, where live a few shepherds, to water the flocks and sell
water to passengers.

On almost all the streams, we find more or less inhabitants,
according to the advaniages of water and soil. On the rivers
St. Pedro, Conchez, Guajaquilla, Parrals' Nupas, Parras, Pattas,
Santa Catarina, &c. which are very smalbstreams, we find more
or less agriculture, conducted by irrigation, and for the most
part, sufficient for the consumption of the inhabitants of the im-
mediate vicinity. But the mining towns are mostly dependant
on theirsupplies from abroad. Sauta Cruzand St. Pablo, sixty
miles from Chihuahua, on the river St. Pedro, afford many
good farms. Parral, containing perhaps eight thousand, is al.
together a mining town. S{. Bartolomeo and Guajaquilla, 180
miles south of Chihuahua, containing two thousand souls, are
mining villages, having some wealthy European Spaniards, who
were the proprictors of the mines, but who were about to leave
the country under the late law of expulsion. »

In going from Mapimi to Parras, distance 120 niles, we cross
Nassas, a small river which" soon loses itself in a little lake.
After crossing thisriver we enler extensive plains, as barren as
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the deserts of Arabia, It wasinthese I travelled three succes-
sive days, without being able to procure my horses and mules a
single feed, as the country was literally dried up. At Parras I
was delighted with the sudden change of scene. I should sup-
pose this place and St. Lorenzo, which are contiguous, might
contain six or cight thousand inhabitants, who cultivate the
grape in great abundance, supplying all the adjacent country
as far as Chihuahua and Durango with the articles of wine,
brandy, and all kinds of dried fruit. I here noticed one vine-
yard, of, Ishould judge, 250 acres, owned by a young widow,
which, together with the other farming departments, occupied
200 laborers the year round. From this place to Saltillio, dis-
tance 140 miles, we passed over a broken and mostly sterile
country. This is the tract purchased by the house of Baring,
London; said to contain 140, by not far from 200 miles square,
for which, I was informed by his principal overseer, living at
Pattas, he was to pay a little short of one million-dollars, but
had paid 100,000, and refused further payment from some dis-
pute about the title. The haciendas are all worked under his
direction. Saltillio is situated at the head of a large valley,
affording a beautiful landscape, it being surrounded by a chain
of picturesque mountains, which enclose the city, and an ex-
panded series of cultivated farms. This place, I think some-
thing larger than Chihuahua, and better built, constitutes the
Parogue, which is supposed to be the best of its size within the
republic. '

A great portion of the population of Saltillio, are civilized
Indians. They occupy a large suburb of the city, and merit
no small applause for their industry and ingenuity. ' T was de-
lighted while passing their neat and even elegant cottages.
Their little enclosures appeared teeming with verdure and fruit
trees, which bespoke the frugal husbandman. T was pleased
to observe the remarkable difference between the dress of these
natives, and those of Chihuahua.

Here were similar fashions, but under an entirely different
aspect; the Indian women were all clad in blue petticoats,
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a cotton camisas, with bosom and sleeves rufiled; then thrown
gracefully over a blue and white striped revoza or scarf, all of
their own manufacture. These revozas they likewise manufac-
ture of the common sewing silk, which they so variegate, as to
throw their work, when finished, into beautiful uniform, fancy
figures. These are worth from thirty to fifty dollars each.—
Blankets are also made in a similar manner and with equal ele-
gance. Their apparatus for each consists of a little more than
a few rodsand strings, with one end of their piece fastened to a
permanent stake, set in the ground; while the other is fastened
by a strap, that goes round their waist, that they constitute at
least hal( of the loom. Their position is that of a tailor,in which
they sit, and fill in the various and beautifnl colors, according to
the sample before them.

I here met with several French and American merchants,
though none permanently settled. They were about leaving
for Durango and Chihuahua. I was also visited by an Italian,
by the name of Don Jose Rose, who had resided here for many
years. It being Friday, the market was destitute of meet, but
said he. if there isany fish to be had, I shall expect you to dine
with me; and I will let you know accordingly. Itwas not long
hefore word came, that I should be expected precisely at 12
o’clock, and 1o bring my comrade with me. Accordingly, I wait-
ed on him at the time appointed, and sat down to a dinner ser-
ved up in excellent style; and it concluded with a desert and
wines of excellent quality. This gentleman (some forty-five
years of age) had never seen proper to change a state of celi-
bacy for that of a matrimonial life; but chose o govern alone
his peaceful domicil in single blessedness.

From Saltillio to Montelrey, 60 or 70 miles distance, we pass
Rinconada and Santa Catarina, which are small villages. The
country is quite broken, rocky and sterile. At Montelrey, I re-
mained eight or tem days. This placeis about the same impor-
tance as Saltillio; but not quite so populous. They are both
mostly built of stone; at this place the mountains diminish; and
extensive valleys commence. Here was a great abundance of
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oranges and lemons in their prime. In its vicinity the cane is
cultivated largely, which supplies all the country to Santa Fe
with the article of sugar. It was werth at this place from five
to six cents per lb. according to quality. I also found several
French and American merchants residing here, who spoke of it
as only a tolerable place for business. I also became acquaint-
ed with Col. Guttierez, former Governor of Tamulipas, who
now resides here in command over the troops. He spoke of
himself, as having been the principal agent in the proscription
of the Emperor Iturbide, which proceedings he gave me in de-
tail; his appearance and manner clearly indicate military en-
thusiasm and promptitude of decision. His volatile and unso.
phisticated look and manner, reminded me of the celebrated
Ringtail Panther of Missouri, He certainly managed with great
energy at that eventful crisis, when the fate of the nation depen-
ded on the decision of a moment.

From Montelrey to the coast the country lies exceedingly
level, abounding more or less with musquito bushes, black ebony,
and many other shrubs. In most part of the route the palm
tree abounds, but they are much larger from Saltillio east.—
This tree seems lo be of a character, partaking of the shryb
and plant in point of consistence, and general appearance, grow-
ing: from six to thirty feet high. The Maguey, is a plant, that
grows in many parts spontaneously, and from which they derive
a liquor, called pulk, which is much used in large cities. They
obtain this juice, by cutting off the plant, which is from six
inches to eighteen in diameter; and at the same time they so
excavate the stump, as that it will retain the juice, as it exudes
upwards. Thisis afterwardsladed out, and suffered to ferment
for use. It is of this juice they make a kind of whiskey, called
vino meschal. -

Between Montelrey and the Rio del Norte, we passed a few
small villages, of which Cadarota was the most considerable, it
being a great sugar region. At Quemargo, we struck the del
Norte, which Ilast saw at El Passo, more than a thousand miles
above. A great part of the river between these two points tra-
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yerses a savage country. Quemargo-is something more than
onie hundred miles from the sea, and from whlch place to Mata-
moras it is-thinly settled. -
- The village of Matamoras, formerly called Refugio, is forty
miles from the harbour of Brassos Santiago; and stands imme-
diately on the bank of the river, and is said to contain ten.thou-
sand mhabltants ; but, Ishould think, not more than eight thou-
sand. ~ There are some two hundred- Americans and French in
this place,most of whom are merchants and mechanics. - _ lhey
have erected several very good brick bulldmgs, and the place
begins to wear the aspect of enterprise. Thereisa company or
two of Mexican troops stationed here, which maké great ado
about nothing. A portion of them are kept at the Brassos, to.
protect the Custom-House, and prevent smugglmg ' But Amer-
icans have seen too much territory, { to be deterred from sdving
3 1-2 per cent. either by stratagem or by bribery; both of which
are easily practised with the unconscionable Spaniard. In fact
the-American- party s so strong in that ‘place, that they do as
they please. The consul (Daniel W. Smith) has great mﬂuence
among them; as, whatever he saysis law and gospel:
~In regard to the harbour, it is botk ample and safe, when once
entered ;.but of dangerous entrance, owmg to the channel being
shallow, say six or eight feet water. " It nevertheléss commands

~ considerable conmimerce during the year. - There has been little-

exported from. this port, except during the last two- or three -
years. Since ihat, it has consisted mostly of passengers' and
their money: many of the European Spaniards embarked from
this port, carrying with them large fortunes of silver and gold,

on which the ship masters impese a tax of one per cent. They-
likewise export some hides, horns, mules,. ebony, and some col-
ouring woods.  But these exports bear but a small proportwn
to the amount of specie taken out.
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DOWNFALL OF THE FREDONIAN REPUBLIC.

We were removed scarcely a hundred miles from the scene,
where was witnessed, during the past winter, the downfall of the

‘Fredonian republic. The crash, however appalling in our ears,

at that distance, was hardly heard at Washington, and if some
better historian than ourselves, do not {ake the matter in hand,
we fear that this catustrophe will perish from history. Although
we do not expect the fame, and do not gird ourselves for the
task of the historian of the ¢the decline and fall of the Roman
Empire; yet it was no unimportant business of the original fif-
teen, who upreared the pillars of this short lived empire..

The fine country of Texas beyond our western frontier, from
its peculiar configuration, ils vast prairies, its long range of
sea coast, and its numerous rivers on the south, and its range
of unexplored mountains on the north, and from its peculiar po-
sition between - the settled countries of the United States on
the one hand, and those of the Mexican Republic, beyond the
Rio del ‘Norte, on the other, will always be a resort for out-
laws, and desperate speculators from our country. Those who
wish to get away from their conscience, and those who have
visions of aparadise in the wild, in short, the moving generation
of the country will press to that region to find range. Until
the Rio del Norte be our boundary, or a Chinese wall rise be-
tween the two states, or a continued line of military posts,in-
terdicting transit, be kept up, it will be the refuge of negro-steal-
ers, and the Elysium of rogues. During the past winter, it
witnessed the rise and fall of a republic, which iiumbered fifteen
citizens, and endured fifty days. They must'allow us in {his
country, to have a wonderful faculty to over-siocking all kinds
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‘repaired,an a set time, not without due pomp,

9290 FREDONIAN REPUBLIC.

of markets, with the articles which we furnish. Every profes-
sion has three aspirants for one thatis needed. We farnish
more orations, than all the other people on the globe, and we
over-do, and parody every thing, that is great and noble.

We acknowledge, that the materials for this, our history, were
no more than the common parlance of the people. the passing
‘conversations of village news-mongers. We give as we have
received. As we have understood it, 2 Mr. Edwards was the
Romulus of this new republic. He had somehow obtained, or
imagined that he had obtained at Mexico the conditional grant
of some millions of acres, between the Sabine, and the grant ot
Col. Austin. We saw multitudes of emigrants repairing to this
land of promise. Among others, there was a Mr. Chaplin, who,
we believe, was a respectable man. He married a sister of
Edwards, a beautiful woman, over the events of whose life is
spread no small coloring of romance. Mr. Chaplin was ap-
pointed by Mr. Edwards, the proprietor, and was elected by the
people, chiefly Americans, Alcaide, and commandant of Nacog-
doches, the only place, that had any resemblance to a fown in
the country. I¥secms that the Mexicans wanted to have a hand
in the management of this business, and they appointed anoth-
er Alcaide, and commandant. Hence arose a feud, and a colli-
sion of authorities between the old and the new ‘residenters,
The warm blood of the emigrants was roused. Fifteen men.
among them Col. Ligon, a man whom we had known elsewhere,
in a respectable office and standing, took counsel from their
free born minds, their stout hearts, and probably from the ad-
ded influence of the cheering essence of the ¢native.’ They
and as they say,
under desperate apprehensions of enormous bodily harm, to &
stone house, the only one, we believe, of any consequence in
the village. Here they promulgated a declaration of independ-
ence, adopted national babners and insignia, swore the custo-
mary oaths, pledged their *lives, their fortunes, and their sacred
honor,’ earnestly invoked the aid. of their fellow citizens in the
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United States, formed their constitution, and appointed their of-
ficers; and the offices were so numerous, that, we believe, eve-
ry citizen of the republic held atleast one. The aid of another
republic, a band of renegade:Cherokees, was invoked with as -
much form, as ZEneas used in soliciting the alliance of Evander.
The chief of these Indians was introduced under the most im-
posing formalities. Among the names of the Cherokee pleni-
potentiariés we observe the name of the thrice-famous Jokn
Dunn Hunter. »

The Fredonians had expected aid from Col. Austin’s setlle-
ment, ahout two hundred miles south west of them, on the Bras-
sos and Colorado.” Not a few of the people of this colony were
disposed to give in their adhesion to the new republic. But the
shrewd Col. Austin was aware, on which side of the bread the
butter lay, and he remained staunch in his loyalty to bis adop-
ted country. - He issued a thundering proclamation, not unlike
Gen. Hull’s on the invasion of Canada, inviting his people to -
range themselves under the standard of the Mexican govern-
ment. The Cherokee chain parted its links,like a rope of sand-
The ¢fifteen’ had inadvertently caused the death of one man,and
otherwise shed some blood by dint of fist. Some of their more

provident men said with the famous Dutch refugee,
¢ Timens l=di,
His posteriora dedi.

In other words, made the best of their way east of the Sa-
hine. The Mexicans embodied a-small creole force, regained
the stone house,’ and over-took some of the Fredonians, wisely
treating them with a lenity, which rather savoured of con-
tempt.

Some of the first magistrates of the fallen republic, on regain-
ing the eastern shore of the Sabine, betook themselvesto school-
keeping, like Dyonisius, exchanging the sceptre for a rod. The
Spanish vacher cracks his thong, as sonorously,and as carelessly,
as before, and the surface of the vast prairies is at rest, like that
of a lake, a few minutes after a projected stone has rufiled its
sleepingwaters. ¢ Sic transit gloria munds.’
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 MEXICO.

SOME ACCOUNT OF ITS INHABITANTS, TOWNS, PRODUCTIONS,
AND NATURAL CURIOSITIES. :

[Extracted from the Universal Geography. 1

Moral qualities of the Inprans.—In his present condition, the
Mexican Indian is grave, melaneholy, and taciturn, as long as
he is not under the influence of intoxicating liquors. This
gravity is particularly remarkable in the children of In-
dians, who, at the early age of four or five years, display infi-
nitety greater intelligence and development of mind than the
children of whites. They delight in throwing an air of mys-
tery over their most trifling remarks. Not a passion manifests
itself in their features. At all times sombre, there is some-
thing terrific in the change, when he pases all at once from a
state of absolute repose to violent and ungovernable agitation.
The energy of his character, to which every shade of softness
is unknown, habitually degenerates into ferocity. This is espe-
cially the case with the inhabitants of Tlascala. In the midst
of their degradation, the decendants of these republicans are
still distinguished by a certain haughtiness with which they are
inspired by (he remembrance of their former greatness. The
indigenous natives of Mexico, like all other nations who have
long groaned under civil and religious despotism, are attached,
with an extreme degreeof obstinacy, co their habits, their man-
ners, and their opinions. S

Assimilation of their Religious Beligf—The introduction of
Chrlstianity among them has scarcely produced any other
effect than merely substituting new ceremonies, the symbols
of a mild and humane religion,—for the ceremonies of a
sanguinary worship. From the earliest periods, semibarba-
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rous nations have received new laws, and new divinities from
the hands of their conquerors. The indigenous and vanquish-
ed gods give place to foreign deities. Indeed, in a mythology
so complicated as that of the Mexicans, it was easy to discover
an affinity between the divinilies of Atzlan and those of the
east. - The Holy 'Spirit;- for instance, was identified with the sa-
cred eagle of the Aztecs. The missionaries not only tolerated,
they even favored this mixture of ideas, by which the Christian
worship became more speedily established. The English col-
lector, Mr. Bullock, readily obtained leave from the clergy and
authorities, in 1823, to disinter and take casts from the i image of
the sanguinary goddess Teoyamiqui. During the time it was
exposed, he adds, “the court of the University was crowded-
with people,” most of whom expressed the most decided anger
and contempt. Notso, however, all the Indians. I attentively
marked their countenances; not a smile escaped them, or even
a word—all was silence and attention. In reply {o a- joke of
one of the students, an old Indian remarked, ¢It is true we have
three very good Spanish gods, but we might still have been al-
lowed to keep a few of those of ourancestors.” Iwasinformed
that chaplets of flowers had been placed on the figure by na-
tives, who had stolen thither unse¢n,-in the evening, for that
purpose; a proof that notwithstanding the extreme diligence-
of the Spamsh clergy for 300 years, there still remains some.
taint of heathen superqtltlon among the descendants of the ori-
gmal inhabitans.” Yetit was, probably, a nobler impulse than-
superstition that wove the chiaplet for the statue of Teoyamiqui;-
rather that mystery of nature, by which she links the present
to the past with veneration, and to the future with anxiety,—
that awful reverence with which the rudest nations look back
to their origin and ancestors, and which even now, among the
most enlightened, still consecrates the relics of Montmonllon
and Stonehenge.

Their talent for Painting and Sculpture.—-The Mexicans have
preserved a particular taste for painting and for the art of car-.
ving on stone and - wood. It is traly astomshmg to see what

MICHIG



Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State University) on 2014-08-15 22:19 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp,49015000101676

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_useifpd-google

204 MEXICO.

they are capable of executing with abad knife, upon the hard-
est wood and stone. They exercise themselves in painting the
images, and carving the statues of saints; but from a religious
prirciple, they have continued too servilely intimate for 300
years, the models which the Europeans brought with them at
the period of the original conquest. In Mexico as well as in
Hindoostan, the faithful are not-allowed to make the smallest
change in their idols; every thing connected with the rites of
the Aztecs was subjugated to immutable laws. It is on this
very account that the Christian images have preserved in some
degee, that stiffness and hardness of feature which characteris-
ed the hyeroglyphical pictures of the age of Montezuma. They
display a great deal of aptitude for the exercise of the arts of
imitation, and still greater for those of a purely mechanical na-
tare.

Want of Imagination.—When an Indian has attained a cer-
tain degree of cultivation, he shows great facility of acquiring
information, a spirit of accuracy and precision, and a particu-
lar tendency to subtilize, or to seize on the minutest differen-
ces in objects that are to'be compared with each other. He
reasons coldly and with method; but he does not evince that
activity of imagination, that lively freshness of sentiment, that
art of creating and of producing, which characterises the peo-
ple of Europe, and many tribes of African negroes. The mu-
sic and dancing of the indigenous ratives partake of that want
of cheerfulness which is so peculiar to them. Their singing is
of a melancholy description. More vivacity, however, is ob-
gerved in their women than in their men; but they share the
evils of that state of subjection to which the sex is candemned
among most of those nations where civilization is still imperfect.
In the dance women take no part; they are merely present for
the sake of offering to the dancers the fermented drinks which
they themselves had prepared.

Their taste for Flowers—The Mexican Indians have likewise
preserved the same taste for flowers that Cortez noticed in his
time. We are astonished to discover this taste, which, doubt-
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less, indicates a laste for the beautiful; among a people in whom
a sanguinary worship, and the frequency of human sacrifices,
appear to have extinguished every feeling connected with sen-
siblity of mind and the cofter affections. 1In the greal market
of Mexico, the native does not even sell fish, or ananas, or veg-
etables, or fermented liquor, without his shop being decked out
with flowers, which are renewed every succeeding day. The
Indian shop-keeper appears seated behind a perfect entrench-
ment of verdure, and every thing around him wears an air of
the most refined elegauce.

Wild Indians—The Indian huunters, such. as the Mecos, the
Apaches, ard the Lipans, whom the Spaniards comprehend un-
der the denomination of Indios braros, and whose hordes, in
their incursions, which are often made during night, infest the
frontiers of New Biscay, Sonora, and New Mexico, evince
more activity of mind, anid more strength of character, than the
agricultural Indians. Some tribes have even language, the
mechanism of which appears to prove the existence of ancient
civilization. They have great difficulty in learning our Euro-
pean idioms, while, at the same time, they express themselves
in their own with an extreme degree of facilily. These same
Indian chiefs, whose gloomy taciturnity astonishes the cbserver,
will hold a discourse of several hours, whenever any strong in-
terest rouses them to break their habitual silence. '

Prerogatives of the writes.—The greater or less quantity of
European blood, and the skin being more or less clear, are at
once decisive of the consideration whicha man enjoys in society
and of the opinion which he entertains of himself. A white
who rides barefooted, fancies that he belongs to the nobility of
the country. Colour even establishes a certain equality between
those who, as every where happens where civilization is either
a little advanced, or in a state of retrograde movement, take
pleasure in refining on the prerogatives of race and origin.—
When an individual of the lower orders enters into a dispute
with one of the titled lords of the country, it is no unusual thing
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to hear him exclaim to the nobleman, « It is possible that you
really thought yourself whiter than I am?” “Among the Métis
and Mulattoes, there are many individuals who, by their colour
their physiognomy, and theire intelligence, might be confound-
ed with the Spaniards; bat the laws keep them downin a state
of degradation and contempt. Possessing an energetic and
ardent characler, these men of colour live ina state of constant
irritation against the whites; and resentment too often hurries
them into vengeance. It frequently occurs, too, that families
who are suspectfed of being of mixed blood, claim, at the high
court of justice, a declaration that they appertain to the whites.
In this way, very dark colored Mulattoes have had the address
to get themselves whitened, according to the popular expression. -
When the judgment of the senses is too palpably in cpposition
to the solicitations of the applicant, he is forced to content him-
self with somewhat problematical terms; for, in that case, the
sentence simply states, that “sach and such individuals may
consider themselves as white.” ' '

New-MEexico.—Many French wmter and among others, the
Abbe Raynal, have spoken in pompous terms of what they
term the Empire of New Mexico; and they boast of its extent
and riches. Under this denomination they appear to compre-
hend all the countries between California and Louisiana. But
the true signification of this term is confined to a narrow pro-
vince which, it is true, is 175 leagues in length, but not more
than thirty or forty in breadth.

Towns.—This stripe of country, which borders the Rio del
Norte, is thinly -peopled; the town of Santa Fe containing 4000
inhabitants; 4lbuquerque, 6000; and Taos, 9000, comprise al-
most one-half of the population. The other half consists of
poor colonists, Whose scattered hamlets are frequently ravaged.
by the powerful tribes of Indians who surroand them, and over-
run the province. It is true that the soil is amongst the finest’
and most fertile of Spanish America.

- Productions,—Wheat, maize, and delicious fruits, espeeially
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grapes, grow most abundantly. The environs of Passo-del-
Norte, produce the most generous wines. The mountains are
covered with pine trees, maples, and oaks.  Beasts cf prey are
met with in great numbers. There are also wild sheep, and
particularly elks, or at least large deer, fully the size of a mule,
with extremely long horns. According to the Dictionary of
Alcedo, mines of tin have been discovered. There are several
hot springs. Rivers with a saline taste, indicate the existence
of rich beds of rock-salt.

Mountains.—The chain of mountains that border the eastern
psrts of New Mexico, seem to be of a moderate degree of el-
evation. There is a pass through them, called the Puerto de
don Fernando, by which the Paducas have penetrated into New
Mexico. Beyond this chain extend immense natural meadows,
on which buffaloes and wild horses pasture in innumerable
herds. The Americans of the United States hunt these ani-
mals, and sometimes pursue them to the very gates of Santa Fe.
The principal mountains coast Rio del Norte, following its wes-

. tern banks. Some peaks, or cerros, are to be distinguished.

Further to the north, in the country of JVabako, the map of Dou
Alzate has traced mountains with flat summits, denominated in
Spanish mesas, that is, tables.

The Apache Indians.—The Apache Indians originally inhabited
the greater part of New Mexico, and are still 2 warlike and
industrious nation. These implacable enemies of the Spaniards
infest the whole eastern boundary of this country, from the
black mountains to the confines of Cohahuila, keeping the in-
habitants of several provinces in an incessant state of alarm.—
There has never been any thing but short skirmishes with them,
andalthough their number has been considerably diminished by
wars and frequent famine, the Spaniards are obliged constantly
to keep up an establishment of 2000 dragoons, for the purpose
of escorting their caravans, protecting their villages,and repel-
ling these attacks, which arlt\aI p2erpetually renewed. At first the
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Spaniards endeavoured to reduce to slavery those who, by the
fate of war, fell into their hands; but seeing them indefatigably
surmount every obstacle that opposed their return to their dear
native mountains, their conquerors adopted the expedient of
sending their prisoners to the island of Cuba, where, from the
change of climate, they speedily perished. No sooner were the
Apaches informed of this circumstance than they refused any
longer either to give or receive quarter. From that moment
none have ever been taken prisoners, except those who are sur-
_prised asleep, or disabled during the combat.

Manner of making war.~—The arrows of the Apaches are three
feet long, and are made of reed or cane, into which they sink a
piece of hard-wood, with a point made of iron, bone, or stone.
They shoot this weapon with such force, that at the distance of
300 paces they can pierce a man. 'When the arrow is attempt-
ed to be drawn out of the wound, the wood detaches itself, and
the point remains in the body. Their second offensive weapon
is a lance, fifteen feet long. When they charge the enemy they
hold this lance with both hands above their head, and, at the
same time, guide their horse by pressing him with their knees.
Many of them are armed with firelocks, which, as well as the
ammunition, have been taken in battle from the Spaniards, who
never sell them any. The archers and fusileers combat on foot.
but the lancers are always on horseback, They make use of a
buckler for defence. Nothing can equal the impetuosity and
address of their horsemen. They are thunderbolts, whose stroke
1t isimpossible to parry or escape. -

We must cease to feel astonished at the invincible resistance
which the. Apaches oppose to the Spaniards, when we reflect
on the fate to which they have subjected those other Indians
who have allowed themselves to be converted.

The Intendency of Mexico.—The intendency of Mexico, the
the principal province of the Empire of Montezuma, formerly
extended from one sea to the other; but the district of Panuco,
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having been separated from il, it no longer reaches the gulf
of Mexico. The eastern part, situated on the plateau, con-
tains several valleys of a round figure; in the centre of which
there are lakes at present dried up, but waters appear formerly
to have filled these basins. Dry and deprived of its wood, this
plateau is at once subject to an habitual aridity, and to sudden
inundations, occasioned by heavy rains and the melting of the
snow. Generally speaking, the-temperature is not so hot as it
is in Spain;.in facl, it enjoys a perpetual spring. the moun-
tains with which it is surrounded still abcund in cedars and
other lofty trees, in gums, drugs, salts, metallic productions,
marble and precious stones. The flat country is covered the
whole year through with delicate and exquisite fruits, lint, hemp,
cotton, tobacco, aniseed, sugar, and cochineal, with which they
support an extensive cummerce.

Natural Curiosities.—Besides the numerous volcanoes of
which we have already spoken, some natural curiosities are
met with. Cne of the most remarkable is the Ponte-Dios, or
the bridge of Ged, a rock, under which the water has hollowed
itself a canal, situated about one hundred miles to the south-
east of Mexico, near the village of Molcaxac, on the deep ri-
ver Aquetoyac. Along this natural bridge, the traveller may
continue his journey as if he were on a high road. Several
cataracts present a romantic appearance. The great cavern
of Dante, traversed by a river; the porphyritic organ-pipes of
Actopan; and many other singular-objects excite the astonish-
ment of the traveller in this mountainous region, where he is
obliged to cross foaming rivers upon bridges formed of the fruit
of the Crescentia pinnata, tied together with ropes of Agava.

City of Mexico.—On the very ridge of the great Mexican
plateau, a chain of porphyritic mountains encloses an oval val-
ley, the general level of which is elevated 6700 feet above the
surface of the ocean. Five lakes fill the middle of this valley.
To the north of the united lakes of Xochimilco, and Chalco,
on the eastern side of the lake Tezcuco, once stood the ancient
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city of Mexico, to which the traveller arrived by causeways con-
structed on the shallow bettom of the lake. The new city, al-
though placed on the same spot, is situated on firm ground, and
at a considerable distance from the lakes, the waters of which
have retired, and the town is still intersected by numerous ca-
nals,and the public edifices are erected on piles. The draining
of the lakes is further continued, by means of a canal which
has been opened for that purpose, through the mountains of
Sincog, in order to protect the town from inundations. In many
places however, the ground is still soft, and some buildings,
amongst others the cathedral, have sunk six' feet. The streets
arc wide and straight, but badly paved. The houses present
a magnificent appearance, being built of porphyry and amygda-
loid. Secveral palaces and private mansions have a majestic ef-
fect, and its churches glitter with metallic riches. The cathe-
dral surpasses, in this respect, all the churches in the world; the
‘ballustrade which surrounds the great altar being composed o
massive silver. A lamp of the same metal, is of so vast a size
that three men go into it when it hasto be cleaned; and it is
enriched with lions’ heads, and other ornaments, of pure gold.
The statues of the Virgin and the saints are either made of
solid silver, or richly gilded, and ornamented with precious
‘stones. Palaces, mansions of great families, beautiful fountains,
and extensive squares, adorn the interior of this city. To the -
north, near the suburbs, is the principal public promenade, or
Alameda. Bound this walk flows arivulet, forming a fine square,
in the middle of which there is a basin with a fountain. Eight
all eysof treesterminate here, in the figure of a star. But in con-
sequence of an unfortunate proximity, immediately in front of
alameda, the eye discovers the Quemadero, a place where Jews
and other victims of the terrible Inquisition, were burned alive,-
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PERSONAL NARRATIVE

OF

JAMES O. PATTIE,

OF

KENTUCKY,

DURING AN EXPEDITION FROM S8T. LOUIS, THROUGH THE VAST REGIONS
BETWEEN THAT PLACE AND THE PACIFIC OCEAN, AND THENCE BACK
THROUGH THE CITY OF MEXICO TO VERA CRUZ, DURING JOURNEY=
INGS OF SIX YEARS; IN WHICH HE .ANI HIS FATHER,; WHO
ACCOMPANIED HIM, SUFFERED UNHEARD OF HARDSHIPS
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EDITOR’S PREFACE.

It has been my fortune to be known as a writer of works of
the imagination. I am solicilous that this Journal should lose
none of itsintrinsic interest, from its being supposed that in pre-
paring it for the press, I have drawn from the imagination, ei-
ther in regard to the incidents or their coloring. For, in the -
literal truth of the facts, incredible as some of them may appear,
my grounds of conviction are my acquaintance with the Author
the impossibility of inventing a narrative like the following, the
respectability of his relations, the standing which his father
sustained, the confidence reposed in him by the Hon. J. S.
Johnston, the very respectable senator in congress from Louis-
iana, who introduced him'to me, the concurrent testimony of
persons now in this city, who saw him at different points in New
Mexico, and the reports, which reached the United States, du-
ring the expedition of many of the incidents here recorded.

When my family first arrived at 8t. Charles’ in 1816, the fame
of the exploits of his father, as an officer of the rangers, was
fresh in the narratives of his associates and fellow soldiers, I
have been on the ground, at Cap au Gris, where he was besieg-
ed by the Indians. I am not unacquainted with the scenery
through which he passed on the Missouri, and I, too, for many
years was a sojourner in the prairies.

These circumstances, along with a conviction of the truth of
the narrative, tended to give me an interestin it, and to qualify
me in some degree to judge of the internal evidences contained
in the journal itself, of its entire authenticity. It will be per-
ceived at once, that Mr. Pattie, with Mr. McDuffie, thinks more
of action than literature, and is more competent to perform
exploits, than blazon them in eloquent periods. My in@u—
ence upon the narrative regards orthography, and punctuation
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and the occasional interposition of a topographical illustration,
which my acquaintance with the accounts of travellers in New
Mexico; and published views of the countiry have enabled me
to furnish, The reader will award me the confidence of acting
in good faith, in regard to drawing nothing from my own
thoughts, I have found more call to suppress, than to add, to
soften, than to show in stronger relief many of the incidents.
Circumstances -of suffering, which in many similar narratives
have beéen given in dowmight plainness of detail, I have been
impelled to leave to the reader’s imagination, as too revolting
to be recorded.

The very texture of the narrative precludes ornament and
amplification. 'The simple record of events as they transpired,
painted by the hungry, toil-worn hunter, in the midst of the de-
sert, surrounded by sterility, espying the foot print of the savage,
or discerning him couched behind the tree or hillock, or hearing
the distant howl of wild beasts, will naturally bear characteris-
tics of stern disregard of embellishment. To alterit, to at-

tempt to embellish it, to divest it of the peculiar impress of the
parrator and his circumstances, would be to take from it its

keeping, the charm of its simplicity, and its internal marks of
truth. In these reepects I have been anxious to leave the nar-
rative as I found it.

The journalist seems in these pages a legitimate descendant
of those western pioneers, the hunters of Kentucky, a race pass-
ing unrecorded from history. The pencil of biography could
seize upon no subjects of higher interest. With hearts
keenly alive to the impulses of honor and patriotism, and the
charities of kindred and friends; they possessed spirits impassi-
ble to fear, that no form of suffering or death could daunt ; and
frames for strength and endurance, as if ribbed with brass and
sinewed with steel. For them to traverse wide deserts, climb
mountains, swim rivers, grapple with the grizzly bear, and en-
counter the savage, in a sojourn in the wilderness of years, far
from the abodes of civilized men, was but a spirit-stirring and
holiday mode of life.
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To me, there isa kind of moral sublimity in the contemplation
of the adventures and daring of such men. They read a les-
son to shrinking and effeminate spirits, the men of soft hands
and fashionable life, whose frames the winds of heaven are not
allowed to visit tooroughly. They tend to re-inspire something
of that simplicity of manners, manly hardihcod, and Spartan
energy and force of character, which formed so conspicuous a
partof the nature of the settlers of the western wilderness.

Every one knows with what intense interest the community
perused the adventures of Captain Riley, and other intrepid
mariners shipwrecked and enslaved upon distant and barbarous
shores. Itis far from my thoughts to detract from the intre-
pidity of American mariners, which is known, wherever the
winds blow, or the waves-roll; or to depreciate the interest of
the recorded narratives of their sufferings. A picture more cal-
culated to arouse American sympathies cannot be presented,
than that of a ship’s crew, driven by the fierce winds and the
mountain waves upon a rock bound shore, and escaping death
in the sea,only to encounter captivity from the barbarians on the
land. Yet much of the courage, required to encounter these
emergencies is passive, counselling only the necessity of sub-
mission to events, from which there is no escape, and to which
all resistance would be unavailing.

The courage requisite to be put forth in an expidition such
as that in which Mr. Pattie and his associates were cast, must
be both active and passive, energetic and ever vigilant, and
never permitted to shrink, or intermit a moment for years. At
one time it is assailed by hordes of yelling savages, and at
another, menaced with the horrible death of hunger and
thirst in interminable forests, or arid sands. Either position
offers perils and sufferings sufficiently appalling. But fewer
spirits, I apprehend, are formed to brave those of the field,

¢ Where wildsimmeasurably spread,
Seem lengthening as they go.’

than of the ocean, where the mariner either soon finds rest be-

neath its tumultuous bosom, or joyfully spreads his sails again to
the breeze.
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INTRODUCTION.

The grandfather of the author of this Journal, was born irg
Caroline county, Virginia, in 1750. Soon after he was turned®
of twenty-one, he moved to Kentucky, and became an associate
with those fearless spirits who first settled in the western for-
ests. To qualifyhim to meet the dangers and encounter the toils
of his new position, he had served in the revolutionary war,
and had been brought in hostile contact with the British in their
attempt to ascend the river Potomac.

He arrived in Kentucky, in company with twenty emigrant
families, in 1781, and settledon the south side of the Kentucky
river. The new settlers were beginning to build houses with
internal finishing. His pursuit,which was that of a house car-
penter, procured him constant employment, but he sometimes
diversified it by teaching school. Soon after hisarrival, the com-

mencing settlement experienced the severest and most destruc-

tive assaults from the Indians. In August, 1782, he was one
of the party who marched to the assistance of Bryant’sstation,
and shared in the glory of relieving that place by the memora-
ble defeat of thesavages.

Not long afterwards he was called upon by Col. Logan to join
a partyled by him against the Indians, who had gained a bloody
victory over the Kentuckians at the Blue Licks. He was pres-
ent on the spot, where the bodies of the slain lay unburied, and
assisted in theirinterment. During his absence on this expedi-
tion, Sylvester Pattie, father of the author, was born, August
25, 1782.

In November of the same year, his grand-father was sum-
moned to join a party commanded by Col. Logan,in an expedi-
tion against the Indians at the Shawnee towns, in the limits of
the present state of Ohio. They crossed the Oklio just below
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the mouth of the Licking, opposite the site of what is now Cin-
cinnati, which was at that time an unbroken forest, without the
appearance of a human habitation. They were here joined
by Gen. Clark with his troops from the fails of the Ohio, or
what is now Louisville. The united force marched to the In-
dian towns, which they burnt and destroyed.

Returning from this expedition, he resumed his former occu-
pations, witnessing the rapid advance of the country from immi-
gration. Wlhen the district, in which he resided, was constituted
Bracken county, he wasappointed one of the judges of the court
of quarter sessions, which office he filled sixteen years, until his
place was vacated by an act of the legislature reducing the
court to a single judge.

Sylvester Pattie, the father of the author, as was common at
that period in Kentucky, married early, having only reached
nineteen. He settled near his fathers house, and there remain-
ed until there began to be a prevalent disposition among the
people to move to Missouri. March 14, 1812, he removed to
that country, the author,being then eight years old. Born and
reared amidst the horrors of Indian assaults and incursions, and
having lived to see Kentucky entirely free from these dangers,
it may seem strange, that he should have chosen to remove a
young family to that remote country, then enduring the same
horrors of Indian warfare, as Kentucky had experienced twen-
ty-five years before. It was in the midstof the late war with
England, which, itis well known, operated to bring the fiercest
assaults of savage incursion upon the remote frontiers of Illinois
and Missouri.

To repel these incursions, these then territories, called out
some companies of rangers, who marched against the Sac and
Fox Indians, between the Mississippi and the lakes, who were
at that time active in murdering women and ckildren, and burn-
ing their habitations during the absence of the male heads of
families. - When Pattie was appointed lieutenantin one of these
companies, he left his family at St. Charles’ where he was then
residing. It may be imagined, that the condition of his wife
was sufficiently lonely, as this village contained but one Ameri-
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INTRODUCTION. ix

can family besides her own, and she was unable to converse

- with its French inhabitants. His company had several skirmish-

es with the Indians, in each of which it came off successful.
The rangers left him in command of a detachment, in pos-
session of the fort at Capau Gris. Soon after the main body
of the rangers had marched away, the fort was besieged by a
body of English and Indians. The besiegers made several at-
tempts to storm the fort, hut were repelled by the garrison.—
The foe continued the siege fora week, continually finng upon
the garrison, who sometimes, though not often, for want of ammu-
nition, returned the fire. Lieutenant Pattie, perceiving no dis-
position in the enemy to withdraw, and discovering that his am-
munition was almost entirely exhausted, deemed it necessary to
send a despatch to Bellefontaine, near the point of the junction
of the Missouri and Mississippi, where was stationed a consider-
able American force. He proposed to hiscommand, thata cou-
ple of men should make their way through the enemy, cross the
Mississippi, and apprize the commander of Bellefontaine of
their condition. No one was found willing to risk the attempt,
as the besiegers were encamped entirely around them. Lea-
ving Thomas McNair in command in his place, and putting on
the uniform of one of the. English soldiers, whom they had killed
during one of the attempts to storm the fort; he passed by night
safely through the camp of the enemy, and arrived at the point
of his destination, a distance of over forty miles: 500 soldiers
were immediately dispatched from Bellefontaine to the relief
of the hesieged at Cap au Gris. As soon as this force reached
the fort, the British and Indians decamped, not, however, with-
out leaving many of their lifeless companions behind them.
Lieutenant Pattie remained in command of Cap au Gris,
being essentially instrumental in repressing the incursions of the
Sacs and Foxes,; and disposing them to a treaty of peace, until
the close of the war. In 1813 he received his discharge, and re
turned to his family, with whom he enjoyed domestic happiness in
privacy and repose fox]'3 some years. St. Louis and St. Charles
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were beginning rapidly to improve; American families were
constantly immigrating to these towns. The timberin their vi-
cinity is ot of the best kind for building. Pine could no where
be obtained in abundance, nearer than on the Gasconade, a
stream that enters on the south side of the Missouri, about one
hundred and fifty miles up that river. Mr. Pattie, possessinga
wandering and adventurous spirit, meditated the idea of remo-
ving to this frontier and unpeopled river, to erect Mills upon it,
and send down pine lumber in rafts to St. Louis, and the adjoin-
ing country. He carried his plan into operation, and erected
a Saw and Grist Mill upon the Gasconade. It proved a very
fortunate speculation, as there was an immediate demand at St.
Louis and St. Charlesfor all the plank the mill could supply.

In this remote wilderness, Mr. Pattie lived in happiness and
prosperity, until the mother of the author was attacked by con-
sumption. Although her husband was, as has been said, strong-
ly endowed with the wandering propensity, he was no less pro-
foundly attached to his family; and in this wild region, the loss
of abeloved wife was irreparable. Shesoon sunk under the dis-
order, leaving nine young children. Not long after, the youn-
gest died, and was deposited by her side in this far land.

The house, which had beenthe scene of domestic quiet, cheer-
fulness and joy, and the hospitable home of the stranger, sojour-
ning in these forests, became dreary and desolate. Mr. Pattie,
who had been noted for the buoyancy of his gay spirit, was now
silent, dejected, and even inattentive to his business; which, re-
quiring great activity and constant attention, soon ran into dis-
order.

About this time, remote trapping and trading expeditions up
the Missouri, and in the interior of New Mexico began to be
much talked of. Mr. Pattie seemed to be interested in these
expeditions, which offered;much to stir the spirit and excite en-
terprize. To arousehim from hisindolent melancholy, his friends
advised him to sell his property, convert it into merchandize and
equipments for trapping and hunting, and to join in such an un-
dertaking. To a man born and reared under the circumstances
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INTRODUCTION. .

of his early life—one to whom forests, and long rivers, adven-
tures, and distant mountains, presented pictures of familiar and
birth day scenes—one, who confided in his rifle, as asure friend,
and who withal, connected.dejection and bereavement with his
present desolate residence; little was necessary to tempt him to
such an enterprise.

In a word, he adopted the project with that undoubtingand un-
shrinking purpose, with which to will is to accomplish. Arrange-
ments were soon made. The Children were provided for among
his relations. The Author was at school; but inheriting the
love of a rifle throughso many generations, and nursed amid such
scenes, he begged so earnestly of his father that he might be
allowed to accompany the expedition, that he prevailed. The
sad task remained for him to record the incidents of the expe-
dition, and the sufferings and death of his father.
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PREFACE TO VOLUME XVIII

Upon the return, in 1806, of the Lewis and Clark explor-
ing expedition, the first successfully to penetrate from the
Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean, the Western imagina-
tion was aroused by visions of wealth to be acquired from
commercial relations with the Indians of the far North-
west. Fur-trading expeditions were accordingly soon dis-
patched up the Missouri and its tributaries; and, throughout
several years, the equally rich opportunities for Southwestern
Indian commerce and exploration were neglected.

Far to the Southwest lay the Spanish settlements of New
Mexico, isolated islands of a sluggish civilization. Prac-
tically all of their imports were brought in by way of the
Gulf of Mexico and Vera Cruz, thence travelling a difficult
road of over fifteen hundred miles from the coast, making
their cost almost prohibitive to the mixed race of Spaniards
and Mezxicans who dwelt in the valleys of the upper Rio
Grande. Yet within easy reach of their frontier lay one of
the chief commercial peoples of the age, to be reached over a
wilderness road passing for the most part across level plains,
watered by numerous streams — the upper tributaries of
the great western affluents of the Mississippi. The common
interests of these people and of the Americans lay in an inter-
change of commodities; but the government of New Spain
looked with hostile suspicion upon the aggressive, vigorous
race that was even then forcing its borders. Behind the
prospect of profit for the overland Southwest trader, loomed
the possibility of a gruesome Spanish prison, and confisca-
tion of the adventured goods.

After Zebulon M. Pike returned (1807) with his account
of arrest and detention in Santa Fé and Chihuahua, no
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10 Early Western Travels [Vol. 18

American trader appears to have sought this region for five
years. A party then outfitting from St. Louis was seized
at the New Mexican frontier, hurried to an inland dungeon,
and kept in durance nine miserable years. News of this
harsh treatment, and of the revolutionary movement which
was upheaving the social structure of all New Spain, proved
sufficiently deterrent to keep any organized expeditions
from risking the hazard of the Southwest trade, until the
third decade of the nineteenth century. More favorable
reports being then received, several caravans were fitted out,
and the real history of the Santa Fé trail began.

Among the early merchants of St. Louis, the name of
Bernard Pratte, near relative of the Chouteaus and Labba-
dies, was connected with important fur-trading enterprises.
In the summer of 1824 Pratte’s eldest son headed a caravan
destined for the Santa Fé, his party being rendezvoused at the
company’s post upon the Missouri, not far from the present
site of Omaha. There, while waiting for its final equipment,
the expedition was reinforced by four free-traders who had
left their home upon the Gasconade River, the frontier of
Missouri settlement, and with a small outfit had ascended
the river to this point, bent on trading and hunting upon its
upper waters. Barred from their enterprise by the lack of
an authoritative license for dealing with the Indians, the
little band were easily persuaded to join Pratte’s party.
Two of these recruits were the heroes of our tale — Sylvester
Pattie and his son James Ohio.

For three generations the Patties had been frontiersmen.
Restlessly they moved onward as the border advanced,
always hovering upon the outskirts of civilization, seeking
to better their condition by taking up fresh lands in untilled
places, and remorselessly fighting the aborigines who disputed
their invasion. They longed unceasingly for new adven-
tures in the mysterious West, that allured them with its
strange fascination. Brave, honest, God-fearing, vigorous
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1824-1830] Preface II

in mind and body, dependent on their own resources, for
food and for defense chiefly dependent on the familiar rifle,
the Patties belonged to that class of Americans who con-
quered the wilderness, and yearly pushed the frontier west-
ward. '

The career of the grandfather and father of our author,
as in simple phrase he relates it in his Introduction, is
typical of those of the founders of Kentucky, and the early
settlers of the rich valley of the Missouri. To have early
emigrated from Virginia to Kentucky, to have aided in the
defense of Bryant’s Station, and to have served under
Colonel Benjamin Logan, and the still more renowned Ken-
tuckian, George Rogers Clark, was unquestionable guaranty
to the proud title of pioneer. It was typical, also, that the
grandfather, having acquired some local fame and position,
and attained the rank of magistrate, the father, tiring of
Kentucky, should, like the Boones, join the stream of emigra-
tion to Missouri. There, history repeated itself. The War
of 1812-15 breaking out, the frontier blockhouses must again
withstand the assaults of savages. Lieutenant Pattie’s
relief of Cap-au-Gris, upon the Missouri, takes rank with
Logan’s Revolutionary exploits at St. Asaph’s. The war
ended, and the country filling up, ‘‘Mr. Pattie, possessing a
wandering and adventurous spirit,”” once more removed to
the utmost borders of civilization, and built a mill upon the
rapid Gasconade. Here he was in a fair way to prosperity,
when domestic affliction sent him forth into the wilderness,
taking with him his eldest son, who ‘‘inheriting the love of
a rifle through so many generations, and nursed amid such
scenes, he begged so earnestly of his father that he might be
allowed to accompany the expedition, that he prevailed.”
Thus began that long series of adventures, so full of hazard
and suffering that their unvarnished narration would seem
the invention of romance, did not one often find counter-
parts in the experiences of other Western wanderers.
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Recruited t6 the number of a hundred and sixteen,
Pratte’s caravan advanced first toward the Pawnee villages
of the Plaite. Because of ‘his long experience in border
warfare, Sylvester Pattie was now chosen commander, and
thereafter arranged the details of march and guard. The
Pawnee were inclined to be friendly, their chiefs having
recently visited the Great Father at Washington; but in
rescuing an ill-treated native child, captured by them on a
recent raid against a hostile tribe, the whites were nearly
embroiled with these pirates of the plains. Securing the
little waif, also some Indian guides, the Pawnee were
left behind August 11, 1824, and the advance to the
Southwest begun. Day after day the party toiled across
the plains, their journey filled with stirring incident.
Once, prepared to fight a band of from six to eight hun-
dred well-mounted Comanche, the whites were rescued
by a rival tribe of horsemen, who, ‘‘with a noise like
distant thunder,” swept in between the hostile lines, and
won the battle for them. Again, amid a vagrant party
of Indians, the father of the little captive suddenly ap-
peared, and presented the captain of the expedition with
tokens of his gratitude for the rescue. Upon the twentieth
of August, buffalo were first encountered; and twenty days
later, on the ridge between the waters of the Kansas and the
Arkansas, young Pattie was introduced to that then formid-
able enemy, the grizzly bear. From that time forward,
these fierce creatures attacked the camp almost nightly; on
one occasion, a member of the party was caught and so
maimed by a grizzly that he shortly after died of his wounds.

On the twentieth of October the caravan reached the
mountains, and after a difficult crossing descended into the
attractive valley of Taos, the New Mexican frontier. Pattie
was surprised at the primitive life and customs of the inhab-
itants of New Mexico, of which in a few unadorned sentences
he gives us a vivid picture. Passing on to Santa Fé, the
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ancient capital, our adventurers were just in time to join
a punitive expedition against a hostile band of Indians,
wherein the junior Pattie had the good fortune to rescue
from the hands of the savages a charming young Spanish
maiden, daughter of a former governor of the province.
The gratitude of the fair captive and of her father was pro-
fusely expressed, and their friendship proved of lasting
value to the gallant narrator. '
Obtaining permission from the New Mexican government
to trap upon the Gila River, the Patties organized a small
party for that purpose. Leaving Santa Fé on November 22,
they passed down the Rio del Norte to Socorro, and then
struck across country to the Gila, visiting en route the
famous copper mines of Santa Rita. The trip extended
through nearly five months, and the hunters were probably
the first. Americans to visit the upper valley of the Gila.
Many of the natives having never seen a white man, fled at
their approach; but others were more bold, and viciously
attacked them with their arrows. James’s appearance upon
his return to the New Mexican settlements was so haggard
that the rescued Spanish girl shed tears upon observing his
plight. '
Securing fresh supplies, the party set out to bring in their
buried furs from the Gila, only to find that the Indians had
discovered and rifled their cache; thus had their hardships
and sufferings gone for naught. Returning to the mines,
they succeeded in repelling an attack thereon by hostile
Apache, and in wringing from them a treaty which ensured
the peaceful working of the deposits; whereupon the Span-
iards rented these works to Sylvester Pattie, whose American
methods enabled him to derive from them a profit unknown
to their former operators. But the tranquil life at Santa
Rita proved too monotonous for the younger Pattie. He
was seized with ‘‘an irresistible desire to resume the employ-
ment of trapping,” and despite paternal remonstrances set
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out January 26, 1826, with a few companions, for the Gila
valley, where he had already suffered and lost so much.

During the following eight months, the range of the trap-
pers’ journey was wide. Passing down the Gila to its
junction with the Colorado, they ascended the banks of the
latter stream, seeing in its now world-famous cafions only
walls of highly-colored rock that debarred them from the
water’s edge. Crossing the continental divide, probably at
the South Pass, they emerged upon the plains, and once
more hunted buffalo in their native habitat. Turning north
to the Big Horn and Yellowstone, the adventurers pursued
a somewhat ill-defined course, coming back upon the upper
Arkansas, and crossing to Santa Fé, where Pattie was again
deprived of the harvest of furs gathered with such wearisome
labor — this time by the duplicity of the Spanish governor,
who claimed that the young man’s former license did not
extend to this expedition. After once more visiting the
gentle Jacova, his young Spanish friend, Pattie sought his
father at Santa Rita. Delaying there but three days for
rest, he set forth upon another excursion afield — this time
to Sonora, Chihuahua, and other provinces of northern
Mexico, returning by way of El Paso, and reaching the
mines by the middle of November.

The winter and spring were spent in occasional hunting
excursions, and in visits to the Spanish haciendas. In the
spring, a new turn was given to the fortunes of the Patties,
by the embezzlement and flight of a trusted Spanish subordi-
nate, through whom were lost the savings of several years.
Forced to abandon their mining operations, father and son
sought to rehabilitate themselves by another extended trap-
ping expedition, and set forth with a company of thirty,
again in the direction of the Gila.

Engagements with hostile Indians were of frequent occur-
rence. Early in November, many of their party having
deserted and all of their horses being stolen, the remainder
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built themselves canoes, and embarked upon the river.
Communication with the natives being only possible through
the sign language, our adventurers misunderstood their
informants to declare that a Spanish settlement existed at
the mouth of the Colorado; and in expectation of here find-
ing succor, they continued down that great waterway to its
mouth. There they met with nothing but deserted shores,
and tidal waves which seriously alarmed and disturbed- these
fresh-water voyagers. Finding the ascent of the swift cur-
rent beyond their powers, they had now no recourse but to
bury their store of furs, and strike across the rugged penin-
sula of Lower California toward the Spanish settlements on
the Pacific coast. The story of their sufferings in the salt
lakes and deserts of this barren land is told with more vigor
than delicacy. Arrived at a Dominican mission on the
western slope of the mountains, the weary travellers were
received with suspicion rather than hospitality. Being
placed under surveillance, they were forwarded to San
Diego, then the residence of the governor of the Spanish
settlements of California.

We now come to a most interesting portion of Pattie’s
book — his residence in California, in the time of the Mexi-
can régime, and his report of conditions and events in the
‘‘land of the golden fleece.” According to his account, he
and his companions were at first treated with severity, being
imprisoned at San Diego for lack of passports, and there
detained for many months. The elder Pattie died in his cell,
without being permitted to see the son for whose presence
he had piteously pleaded in his latest hours. Young Pat-
tie’s hatred for the Mexican governor was not unnatural; but
the consequent bitterness of expression quite distorts his
narrative. A Mexican fradition reports that the Patties
were received by the inhabitants with wonder, and treated
kindly; also that the elder Pattie embraced the Catholic
faith before his death, and expressed his appreciation of the
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hospitality shown them. We may infer even from the son’s
statements, since his chief anathemas are reserved for the
officers and the priests, that the unofficial population dis-
approved of the governor’s measures.

Pattie was at last released, in recognition of his services
as an interpreter, and in order that he might vaccinate the
natives of the missions, among whom a smallpox epidemic
had broken out. The adventurer now set forth up the coast,-
stopping in turn at each mission and presidio, and presenting

- us with a graphic picture of the pastoral life of the neophytes

and rancheros. Arrived at San Francisco, he pushed on to
the Russian fort on Bodega Bay, returning to Monterey in
time to describe and participate in the Solis revolt of 1829.
Here he consorted with the small American colony, and in
his narrative probably magnifies his own part in this affair,
which, seen through the mists of memory, bulked larger
than the facts would warrant. At Monterey he encountered
his old enemy, Governor Echeandia, who with apparent sur-
prise found his former captive among those who had aided
in suppressing the revolt. Proffered Mexican citizenship,
Pattie represents himself as showering reproaches on the
governor for the indignities he had suffered. Advised by
his new friends to make a formal statement of his injuries,
and the losses suffered by refusal to permit the securing of
his furs, Pattie embarked for Mexico in May, 1830, together
with the revolutionists who were being sent to the capital for
trial. Upon his departure he conveys his impressions of
Alta California in a few striking sentences: ‘¢ Those who
traverse it [the California coast] . . . must be constantly
excited to wonder and praise. It is no less remarkable for
uniting the advantages of healthfulness, a good soil, a tem-
perate climate, and yet one of exceeding mildness, a happy
mixture of level and elevated ground, and vicinity to the
sea.” He then proceeds to animadvert upon the inhabitants
and the conduct of the mission padres in their treatment of
the natives. The companions of his long and adventurous
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journey he left settled among the Mexicans; most of them
made California their permanent home.

At the City of Mexico, Pattie visited the American diplo-
matic representative, also the president of the republic, but
failed to obtain satisfaction for his losses or injuries. On
the way to Vera Cruz, Pattie’s travelling party met with an
incident then common to travel in Mexico — being halted
by the outlawed followers of the recently-deposed president,
their arms seized, one of their number hanged, and the
remainder relieved of their valuables. From Vera Cruz
our adventurer found passage to New Orleans; thence,
through the kindly help of compatriots, who loaned him
money for the steamboat passage, he ascended the Missis-
sippi to Cincinnati and his early Kentucky home. Here
the narrative closes. The only clue we have in reference
to his after life, is the one given by H. H. Bancroft, the his-
torian, who thinks he was again in San Diego, California,
after the American advent.!

When poor Pattie arrived in Cincinnati, August 30, 1830,
he not only was penniless, but long incarceration in Mexican
prisons had broken his health and spirits. The tale of his
adventures was doubtless received with slight credence by
his simple relatives. But the Reverend Timothy Flint, the
young editor of the Western Monthly Review of Cincinnati,
who was already enamored of stories of Western pioneering,
prevailed upon Pattie to write an account of his curious
experiences. Thus originated the Personal Narrative,
which we now republish in full for the first time.?

! Bancroft, History of California, iii, p. 171, note 44.

? The first edition was published at Cincinnati in 1831; this is, however, less
commonly seen than one dated 1833. Both are, however, from the same plates,
and differ only in date and style of title-page and form of copyright clause. We
follow the earlier edition, in these respects. In 1847, one Bilson published a book
in New York under the title, The Hunters of Kentucky; or, the trials and loils of
traders and frappers during an expedilion lo the Rocky Mountains, New Mexico
and California, in which much of Pattie’s narrative was incorporated verbatim.
Harper's Magasine, xxi, pp. 80-94, also gives a résumé of Pattie’s adventures, with
slight embellishments.

UNIVERSITY OF W

A RE W B AR R D x

Criginal from

ISCOMSIN



<15 18:40 GMT / http://hdl.handlenet/2027/wu.89066462383

Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-us-google

Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State University) on 2014-08

Public Domain in the United States,

18 Early Western Travels [Vol. 18

Pattie appears to have written from memory, without the
aid of notes taken on the journey — a fact which accounts for
the occasional discrepancies in dates, and the obvious con-
fusion of events. Upon the whole, however, the narrative
impresses the reader with a sense of its verity, and has the
charm of simplicity and vigor. The emendations of the
editor, we are assured, were chiefly in the matters of orthog-
raphy and punctuation, ‘‘with the occasional interposition
of a topographical illustration, which my acquaintance with
the accounts of travellers in New Mexico, and published
views have enabled me to make.” It is probable that we
thus owe to Flint most of the descriptions of scenery, for
there is abundant textual evidence that Pattie was not pos-

- sessed of a poetic fancy. To expand the dimensions of the

book, Flint added an article on ‘‘ Inland Trade with New
Mexico,” composed chiefly of extracts from the journal of
a Doctor Willard, who in May, 1825, set out from St. Charles,
Missouri, with an overland party bound for Santa Fé.
Thence, practicing medicine on the way, he visited Chihua-
hua and the northeastern provinces of Mexico, ending his
journey at Matamoras. This article, together with another
by the same author, on the ‘‘ Downfall of the Fredonian
Republic,” also included in the volume, had appeared three
years before in Flint’s magazine. The volume closes with
an extract on Mexican manners and customs, from Malte-
Brun’s Géographie universelle.

A thrilling tale of pure adventure, ranging all the way from
encounters with grizzly bears, and savages who had never
before seen a white man, to a revolution in a Latin-American
state, Pattie’s narrative has long been a classic. Its chief
value to the student of Western history depends upon the
vast extent of country over which the author passed, the
ethnological data which he presents, especially in relation to
the Southwestern tribes, and his graphic picture of the con-
tact between two civilizations in the Southwest, with the
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inevitable encroachments of the more progressive race.
One sees in his pages the beginnings of the drama to be
fought out in the Mexican War — the rich and beautiful
country, which excited the cupidity of the American pioneer;
the indolence and effeminacy of the inhabitants, which
inspired the virile backwoodsmen’s contempt; and the
vanguard of the American advance, already touching the
Rockies, and ready to push on to the Pacific. The Spanish-
American official, displaying his little brief authority, but
irritated the restless borderer, whose advent he dreaded, and
whose pressure finally proved irresistible. As a part of the
vanguard of the American host that was to crowd the Mex-
ican from the fair northern provinces of his domain, Pattie’s
wanderings are typical, and suggestive of more than mere
adventure. His book is well worthy of reproduction in our
series.

The present Editor is under obligations to Louise Phelps
Kellogg, Ph.D., and Edith Kathryn Lyle, Ph.D., for assist-
ance in preparing this volume for the press.

R.G. T.
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DISTRICT OF OHIO, TO WIT:

) BE it Remembered, that on the 18th day of Oct., Anno Domini
L.S 1831; John H. Wood, of the said District, hath deposited in this
"™y office, the title of a Book, the title of which is in the words following,

" Fem® {0 wits

@ ‘“The Personal Narrative of James O. Pattie, of Kentucky, during an expedition
o from St. Louis, through the vast regions between that place and the Pacific ocean,
E and thence back through the city of Mexico to Vera Cruz, during journeyings of
2 six years; in which he and his father who accompanied him, suffered unheard of
- hardships and dangers; had various conflicts with the Indians, and were made
§ captives, in which captivity his father died, together with a description of the coun-
3 try, and the various nations through which they passed.”

The right whereof he claims as proprietor, in conformity with an act of Congress,
entitled ‘*An act to amend the several acts respecting copyrights.”
: | Astess, WILLIAM MINER,
Clerk of the District.
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EDITOR’S PREFACE!

It has been my fortune to be known as a writer of works
of the imagination. I am solicitous that this Journal should
lose none of its intrinsic interest, from its being supposed
that in preparing it for the press, I have drawn from the
imagination, either in regard to the incidents or their color-
ing. For, in the literal truth of the facts, incredible as some
of them may appear, my grounds of conviction are my
acquaintance with the Author, the impossibility of inventing
a narrative like the following, the respectability of his rela-
tions, the standing which his father sustained, the confidence
reposed in him by the Hon. J. S. Johnston,? the very respect-
able senator in congress from Louisiana, who introduced
him to me, the concurrent testimony of persons now in this
city, who saw him at different points in New Mexico, and

2383
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! Timothy Flint (1780-1840) was a native of Reading, Massachusetts. Grad-
uated from Harvard College (1800), he became a Congregational minister, and in
1815 went as a missionary to the Far West. Until 1822 his headquarters were at
St. Charles, Missouri; in that year he descended the Mississippi in a flatboat and
settled in Louisiana, conducting a seminary on Lake Pontchartrain. Ill health
compelled him to return to the North (1825), and thereafter he gave his attention to
literature, For three years he edited the Wesfern Review at Cincinnati; but later,
removing to New York (1833), conducted the Knickerbocker Magagine. In addi-
tion to publishing a number of romances and biographies of Western life, he was
the author of two well-known books on the West: Recolleciions of the Lasi Ten
Years Passed in the Valley of the Mississippi (1826), and Condensed Hislory and
Geography of the Western States (1828).— Ep.

? Josiah Stoddard Johnston was born in Salisbury, Connecticut (1784), but
when a small boy removed with his parents to Washington, Kentucky. He was
graduated from Transylvania University (1805), and soon after began the practice
of law in Alexandria, a frontier village of Louisiana. Gaining reputation as a
lawyer, he served as district judge from 1812-21, was elected to the 15th congress,
and in 1823 became a member of the federal senate, where he supported a protective
tariff and the other measures advocated by Henry Clay. In 1833, Johnston was
killed in the explosion of the steamboat ‘‘Lyon,”” on Red River.— ED.
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26 Early Western Travels [Vol. 18

the reports, which reached the United States, during the
expedition of many of the incidents here recorded.

When my family first arrived at St. Charles’ in 1816, the
fame of the exploits of his father, as an officer of the rangers,
was fresh in the narratives of his associates and fellow sol-
diers. I have been on the ground, at Cap au Gris, where
he was besieged by the Indians. I am not unacquainted
with the scenery through which he passed on the Missouri,
and I, too, for many years was a sojourner in the prairies.

These circumstances, along with a conviction of the truth
of the narrative, tended to give me an interest in it, and to
qualify me in some degree to judge of the internal evidences
contained in the journal itself, of its entire authenticity. 1t
will be perceived at once, that Mr. Pattie, with Mr. McDuffe,
thinks more of action than literature, and is more competent
to perform exploits, than blazon them in eloquent periods.
My influence upon the narrative regards orthography, and
punctuation [iv] and the occasional interposition of a topo-
graphical illustration, which my acquaintance with the ac-
counts of travellers in New Mexico, and published views of
the country have enabled me to furnish. The reader will
award me the confidence of acting in good faith, in regard
to drawing nothing from my own thoughts. I have found
more call to suppress, than to add, to soften, than to show in
stronger relief many of the incidents. Circumstances of
suffering, which in many similar narratives have been given
in downright plainness of detail, T have been impelled to
leave to the reader’s imagination, as too revolting to be
recorded.

The very texture of the narrative precludes ornament and
amplification. The simple record of events as they trans-
pired, painted by the hungry, toil-worn hunter, in the midst
of the desert, surrounded by sterility, espying the foot print
of the savage, or discerning him couched behind the tree

- or hillock, or hearing the distant howl of wild beasts, will
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Publighers’ Preface

"B \HE publication of Pattic’s Narrative
should naturally have followed Pike’s
Southwestern Expedition, but the pub-

lishers of The Lakeside Classics have long
disclaimed consistency in the content of
these volumes either as to time or subject
matter. They have acquired the habit of
sauntering through the whole field of Ameri-
can history, trying to find some little-known,
personal narrativeof historical interest which
they believe is told in a manner that gives
an insight into the spirit of the event and
of the times. When they find such a narra-
tive, they make bold to publish it, even if it
appears out of sequence.

Pattie started on his adventures in 1824,
while Gregg made his first journey across
the plains to Santa Fé in 1831, and the
Texan Expedition to Santa Fé occurred in
1841 but, in a way, the publishing of Pas-
tie’s Narrative after Gregg and Kendall
has a certain appropriateness. Pike, Gregg
and Kendall were men of education. They
wrote with an historical sense of accuracy
which has stood the test of subsequent

A



Publishers’ Preface
historical criticism. In a manner, these
three books have laid a solid background
of the history of the relations of the Ameri-
cans with the Spaniards and Mexicans in
the Santa Fé territory and northern Mexico
from its beginning until the Mexican War.
Pattie fills in a portion of this background
with the bright colors of high adventure.
He was uneducated, the son of a frontiers-
man, and a frontiersman himself. Upon his
return from his six years’ absence, without
journal or other notes, he tells his story
with the pride and ardor of a youth who
has had a great adventure and wants the
acclaim that comes in telling it.

It contains an unconscious picture of the
psychology of the frontiersman—brave, en-
terprising, resourceful, but despising the
Indian, treating him heartlessly and often
murdering him with a clear conscience. It is
the forerunner of all those blood and thunder
tales of Indians and the Wild West which
we, as boys, passed around among each
other, but kept carefully concealed from our
parents, who were bent upon our reading
only the “best books.”

However, it is not cheap fiction, but the
relation of actual experiences, and now that
our minds have either been improved or are
beyond improvement, it is the hope of the

vi



Publighers’ Preface
publishers that for a few hours its readers
can again be boys and enjoy without self-
reproach Pattie’s tale.

THE PUBLISHERS.
Christmas, 1g930.



Higtorical Fntroduction

the Lakeside Classics have been de-

voted to narratives of travel and ad-
venture in the Far Southwest. The Personal
Narrative of Fames O. Pattie of Kentucky tells
the story of another adventurous American
who in the years 1824-30 was vainly seeking
his fortune as a trader and trapper in New
Mexico and the adjacent regions.

Thousands of readers, a few years since,
perused with eager zest the personal recital
of Trader Horn, whose story of African ad-
venture won for the venerable author an
ample measure of wealth and literary fame.
Probably few of his readers were aware of
the fact that on the shelves of their public
libraries reposed many narratives of early
American adventure no less exciting—and
no less veritable in the recital—than the
pages of Trader Horn.

As an example, we offer to our readers the
Personal Narrative of James O. Pattie. Like
Trader Horn, he went as a youth to a distant
and savage land; he rescued a beautiful cap-
tive maiden, daughter of a governor of New

l I \OR several years the annual volumes of
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Mexico; he fell upon evil days, and in the |

midst of his penury enjoyed the good fortune
to come upon a competent and discriminat-
ing editor. Unlike Horn, Pattie told his story
while still in the vigor of youth and fresh
from the scenes with which his recital deals.
Each required the aid of collaborator to or-
ganize his narrative, and each, there is reason
to suspect, was more intent on telling a tale
in which the narrator should always occupy
the center of the stage than in presenting a
sober historical recital. That Pattie, at least,
succeeded in his endeavor, and that he pro-
vided one of the most stirring tales of fron-
tier adventure ever recorded, will be evident
to all who read the pages that follow.

Of James Ohio Pattie, the author, we
know little more than his own recital dis-
closes. His grandfather was one of those Vir-
ginians who migrated to pioneer Kentucky
during the stormy years of the American
Revolution. Here his father, Sylvester Pat-
tie, was born in August, 1782, This was the
month of the British-Indian attack upon
Bryant’s Station, and of the dreadful
slaughter of the pride of Kentucky’s man-
hood in the disastrous battle of the Blue
Licks. In such an atmosphere of Indian
alarm and warfare, Sylvester Pattie’s boy-
hood was passed. In mature manhood he

Xiv
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moved to the newer frontier of Missouri,
where during the War of 1812 were re-
enacted the scenes of Indian warfare which
Kentucky had undergone a generation ear-
lier. As a lieutenant of militia, Pattie bore
his share in the defense of the settlements,
winning a place in pioneer annals by his spir-
ited defense of the fort at Cap-au-Gris. In
1813 he was mustered out of service, and re-
moving to the Gasconade River he estab-
lished a saw and grist mill. There was then a
demand for lumber at St. Louis, and on the
Gasconade was the nearest considerable sup-
ply of pine timber. Pattie’s enterprise pros-
pered, therefore, but the untimely death of
his wife threw him into a state of unrest and
dissatisfaction.

““About this time,” the son relates, re-
mote trapping and trading expeditions up
the Missouri, and in the intetior of New
Mexico began to be much talked of.” Pattie
caught the fever and having entrusted his
young children to the custody of relatives, in
the spring of 1824 organized a small party
intent upon a trapping expedition to the
upper Missouri. Through the refusal of the
commandant at the Council Bluffs to permit
the party to proceed farther, and the oppor-
tune presence in the vicinity of a large trad-
ing party bound for Santa Fé, Pattie was
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induced to abandon his original project and
join the Santa Fé expedition, with whose
command he was shortly invested.

James Ohio Pattie, eldest son of Sylvester,
was still but a schoolboy when the trading
expedition was conceived. ““‘Inheriting the
love of a rifle through so many generations,
and nursed amid such scenes,” he induced
his father to permit him to accompany the
latter on his new adventure. From it, Syl-
vester Pattie never returned. James Ohio
came back at the end of six years, to be-
come the historian of his own and his father’s
travels.

The foregoing paragraphs will serve to
introduce the reader to our author, the de-
tailed story of whose adventurous years in
the Southwest may best be left to his own
recital. Our further remarks will be directed,
therefore, to the evaluation of Pattie’s nar-
rative from the point of view of its historical
validity and importance.

Although the party which the Patties
joined was not the first to cross the plains
from Missouri to New Mexico, it was one of
the very early expeditions to traverse the
Santa Fé Trail.! But having arrived at Santa

1The beginnings of the Santa Fé trade arc described
in Chapter 1 of the Commerce of the Prairies by Fosiah
Gregg, the Lakeside Classics volume for 1926,
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Fé, our author remained in the Southwest for
several years, traversing a considerable sec-
tion of present-day Mexico and sojourning
over a year in the present state of California.
Evidently his observations, if intelligent and
trustworthy, must possess great historical
interest and value.

Of Pattie’s intelligence there can be no
room for reasonable doubt. The accuracy of
his narrative, and the validity of his personal
reflections and judgments, however, are mat-
ters which cannot be disposed of so easily.
Upon his return to Cincinnati in 1830, he
was commended to Timothy Flint, then the
enterprising editor of The Western Monthly
Review. In his own particular way, Flint was
no less a pioneer than Pattie himself.
Trained to the ministry, he had embraced
the profession of literature, and a long-time
residence in the MISSISSIPPI Valley had made
of him one of our earliest devotees of western
history and adventure. We may well rejoice
over the combination of circumstances
which brought Pattie and Flint together.
The trader had an unusual stary to tell, and
probably no man living was better equipped
than Flint to draw it from the adventurer
and edit it for presentation.

The result of the work of codperation upon
which editor and author engaged is seen in
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judgment of Pattie, we are nevertheless con-
strained to do so. It nowhere appears that
Pattie kept a journal of his travels, and the
internal evidence that he did not do so is
conclusive. However vivid his memories
may have been, it will be obvious to the
reader that over a six-year period of time,
fraught with the many distracting experi-
ences undergone by the author, he could not
possibly have recollected accurately the
- many dates and other precise details related
by him. To a limited extent students of the
history of the Southwest have been able to
check Pattie’s story by contemporary rec-
ords, found in part in the Mexican archives,
and the result of such checking amply con-
firms the @ priori reasoning we have just set
forth.

That a man dependent upon the unaided
memory should misstate dates and like pre-
cise details constitutes no impugnment of
his good faith; merely would the reader, ap-
prised of the situation, make proper allow-
ance for it when perusing the narrative. We
turn, therefore, to a more important matter,
of whose significance we can only wonder
that Flint should have been oblivious.* The

2]n fairness to Flint it may be noted that a like oblivi-
ousness characterized Pattie’s later and more famous
editor, Dr, R. G. Thwaites.
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student who seeks to follow Pattie in his
wanderings 1s perplexed by the almost total
absence of names which will serve to identify
his companions. Newly returned from the
scene of his adventures, he could not pos-
sibly have remembered the experiences de-
scribed and at the same time have forgotten
the names of his companions in peril. Why,
then, did he, with undeviating purpose, re-
frain from supplying them?

Herein, we submit, is a problem of con-
siderable moment to our immediate theme.
One who is relating a truthful story does not
fear to have it checked. On the contrary, the
more remarkable the experiences narrated,
the more desirous will he naturally be to sup-
ply the names of witnesses who can verify
the story he has told. Even Flint recognized
that portions of Pattie’s story seemed in-
credible. Why, then, insfead of relying upon
the general repute of the narrator, did he not
ask (as he might readily have done) for the
names of Pattie’s companions, who might be
cited in support of these “incredible” ex-
periences? Or, if he did so ask, what excuse
did Pattie offer for withholding them?

The answer, we think, at least in part, is
suggested by the results of certain attempts
made by scholars to verify Pattie’s story and
in this connection to identify the expeditions
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to which he was attached. One of these
scholars was Hubert Howe Bancroft, famous
historian of the Pacific Slope.* He clearly
shows that the California portion of the nar-
rative is inaccurate with respect to many
statements of detail, and that its author was
manifestly unfair in his strictures upon the
authorities of Spanish California, and given
to exaggeration in stating his own exploits.
Bancroft’s general conclusions may be:
summed up in his estimate of Pattie as “a
self-conceited and quick-tempered boy with
a freedom of speech often amounting to in-
solence and unlimited ability to make him-
self disagreeable.”

More recently, Joseph J Hill of the Ban-
croft Library, University of California, has
endeavored to identify the trapping expe-
ditions with which Pattie was associated.4
Like Bancroft for the California period of
the narrative, he shows that in this earlier
portion Pattie’s dates are sadly awry. He
identifies (although not with certainty) Pat-
tie’s Gila and Celorado River expeditions
with the known expeditions of 1826-27 of

8For his discussion of Pattie see his History of the
Pacific States of North America, XV, 162~72.

#“New light on Pattie and the Southwestern Fur
Trade,” in The Southwestern Historical Suarterly,
XXVI, 243 ff. (April, 1923).
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Miguel Robidoux and Ewing Young. “ With

this identification established,” he concludes,
““we are able, now for the first time, to apply
the Pattie narrative to the Robidoux and
Young expeditions. Heretofore, because Pat-
tie's name was the only one mentioned in the
narrative, it has been thought of as Pattie’s
Expedition. We can now think of it from the
point of view of the organizers and leaders
rather than that of an egotistical boy who
happened to be picked up along the way.”

In the light of Hill’s contribution the solu-
tion of our problem becomes apparent. Pattie
actually engaged in the travels and under-
went the experiences set forth in his narra-
tive. In relating them to Flint, however, a
mistaken desire to monopolize the spotlight
led him to represent himself as the Jeader of
enterprises wherein he had in fact enacted a
far humbler réle. For this reason he could
not supply the names of his companions, or
even identify the expeditions he had accom-
panied, since to do so would render him
liable to prompt exposure: by those who had
shared his adventures. So effectually did he
conceal his motives and movements that
only after the lapse of a century have they
been thus partially brought to light.

Some extenuation of the shortcomings of
Pattie’s narrative which have here been
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hinted at, as well as of others which will
be obvious to the thoughtful reader, may
be found in the youth and relative inexperi-
ence of the author. Even at the end of his six-
year tour he was little more than a boy in
years although the concluding pages of his
narrative breathe an air of despondency and
world-weariness more befitting a man of
thrice his age. Youth aside, his outlook upon
life was that of the American frontiersman of
a century ago, a class of men not noted for
lack of either national or individual self-
confidence. Until his advent in the South-
west, Pattie had, of course, no knowledge of
Spanish-American character and civilization,
and his narrative affords but slight indica-
tion that he ever acquired much understand-
ing of the people he had come among. His
antipathy Q!:)r the Mexican authorities is re-
flected in the writings of most Americans of
this period who adventured into Mexico.
With no desire to turn against our country-
men it is but fair to admit that citizens of the
United States enjoy no monopoly of the vir-
tues of fairness, generosity, and Christian
humility. The internal evidence of Pattie’s
own narrative discloses, we think, something
by way of exculpation of the conduct of
those he deemed his oppressors, and this was
decidedly the opinion of Bancroft.
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Of Pattie’s after career we have found but
one brief record. In the spring of 1880 Wil-
liam Waldo, who half a century earlier had
been engaged in the Southwest fur trade,
related to the Missouri Historical Society
some of his interesting recollections.® Of
Pattie, he stated that on returning from the
West he entered Augusta College, Kentucky,
and while he was a student here, Timothy
Flint wrote his narrative. An effort to verify
this statement, made in the summer of 1930,
has brought to light much interesting infor-
mation about Augusta College, but com-
paratively little concerning Pattie.® The
College was founded in December, 1821. It
is said to have been the first college ever
established by the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and for about three decades it
played an interesting and important réle in
- the educational and religious life of Ken-
tucky. The main college building, of brick,
was erected in 1823, and eventually it was
flanked on either side by dormitories, which
still remain. In 1852 the principal college

8See Missouri Historical Society, Publications, Nos.
II and 11J, 1-18, especially p. 18.

6Tor the statements that follow, I am indebted to
John Wilson Townsend of Lexington, well-known Ken-
tucky litterateur, who on my behalf kindly paid a visit
to Augusta in search of information about the college.
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recital the Editor included in the volume an
addendum on the “Inland Trade with New
Mexico”; the contents of this addendum
consisted of two articles which had recently
appeared in Flint’s magazine, together with
a selection from Malte-Bruns’ Géographie
Universelle. In 1833 a second edition of the
narrative, printed from the original plates,
appeared. The only complete reprint of the
volume which has since appeared is the one
brought out by Reuben G. Thwaites as Vol-
ume XVIII of his Eaerly Western Travels
senes (Cleveland 190s). Our present print-
ing, which omits the supplementary mate-
rial supplied by the Editor to the original
edition, is from a copy owned by the Henry
E. Huntington Library of San Marino, Cali-
fornia. Save for a comparatively small num-
ber of obvious misprints, which the Editor
has seen no utility in reproducing, the pres-
ent printing reproduces llterally that of the
original edition. M. M. Quarrke.

Detroit Public Library,
September, 1930.
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Pattie’s narrative reveals a basic distrust of the Indians.
Again and again he recounts acts of savagery inflicted by the
Indians on the whites, and, conversely, by the whites on the
Indians. “These red children of the desert,” he wrote, appear
“to inherit an equal hatred for all whites.” Pattie encoun-
tered some Mexicans for whom he felt friendship, but in
general he conceived an intense dislike and contempt for them.
If the Southwest “were inhabited by an enlightened, enter-
prising and industrious people,” it would be a rich land. But
“nothing can exceed the indolence of the actual inhabitants.”
His experiences convinced him as never before of the worth
of his own country and of “the priceless blessings of its
liberty.”

Pattie did not keep a journal but told his story afterward
to the Reverend Timothy Flint, who edited it for publication.
Perhaps through fault of memory Pattie’s account has been
shown to contain a number of inaccuracies. Despite that, it
is one of the classics of frontier literature. The editor provided
illustrations of Pattie’s adventures to accompany the text and
appended several articles concerning Mexico. Stanton A.
Coblentz discusses the Pattie narrative in The Swallowing
Wilderness (New York, [1961]), pp. 7-13, as does Milo M.
Quaife in his introduction to The Personal Narrative of
James O. Pattie of Kentucky (Chicago, 1930), pp. xiii-xxvi.
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FOREWORD

On August 28, 1930, the Cincinnatl Advertiser and Ohio
Gazette, carried a story about an anonymous traveler who passed
through the city the previous day. Tt is unlikely, however, that

many of the Advertiser’s readers on that Saturday in late summer
lingered over the article for more than a brief moment. The man
was identified only as “g passenger who arrived yesterday, from
Vera Cruz,” and the story contained nothing more interesting
than a few of his vague, general comments.about political condi-
tions in Mexico. Yet had he been given the opportunity, he could

have filled the entire newspaper with stories, for his name was
James Pattie, and he had just returned from five years of wander-

ing inthe allbut unknown country between the Mississippi River

and the Pacific Ocean.
At a bookstore on Main Street, “nearly opposite the Presbyte-

rian Church,” however, the owner, Timothy Flint, was very much
interested in any stories Pattie could tell. Flint; at one time a

minister and missionary, in more recent years had given up
religion in favor of writing, editing, and bo
was a well-known author with several words of fiction and non-
fiction to his credit, several of which showed his widespread
interest in the western country. That interest was familiar to
TFlint’s friends, including Josiah Johnston, the United States

Senator from Louisiana, who had also arrived in Cincinnati the

previous day.
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It was through Johnston that James Pattie first met Timothy
Flint. A month before Pattie, on his way home from California by
way of Mexico, had arrived in New Orleans so broke that he could
not even afford to continue his trip upriver to Kentucky. A friend,
however, told Johnston of Pattie’s plight and the senator, who
was traveling north on the steamboat Cora, offered to pay his
passage on the same ship. Then, when the Cora arrived in Cin-
cinnati, he took the young man to Flint’s bookstore and intro-
duced him.

It was out of this meeting that the Personal Narraiive of James
O. Pattie grew. At the time, in late August, 1830, the two could
only have talked briefly, for the next day Pattie continued on to
his grandfather’s home in Augusta, Kentucky, fifty miles up the
Ohio River. Sometime later, however, Pattie returned to Cincin-
nati, and together the two produced the Personal Narrative which
was published in 1831. -

The collaboration has often given rise to the question of exactly
who did what. Several writers have suggested that Timothy Flint
may have done more than just edit Pattie’s words. Some have
even gone so far as to claim that Pattie himself was illiterate and
therefore Flint must have written the entire book. There are,
" however, surviving documents to prove that Pattie could write.
Other records show that his grandfather was both a teacher and a
judge, and that both James Pattie and his father had more than
the usual amount of education for the time. Clearly, Pattie was
entirely capable of writing his own story and although Timothy
Flint certainly did some manipulating, the basic responsibility
for the Personal Narrative belongs to James Pattie.

Still, Timothy Flint admitted making certain changes, al-
though he insists they were minor. “My influence on the narra-
tive,” he said, “regards orthography, and punctuation and the
occasional interposition of a topographical illustration, which my
acquaintance with the accounts of travellers in New Mexico, and
published views of the country have enabled me to furnish.”
Unfortunately, he never specifically defines a “topographieal il-
lustration,” nor does he indicate whether they consist of a few
words or something much more. Probably, they are quite long, for
there are sections in the narrative which, because of impossible
chronology and rough transitions do not fit. Probably, they were
added by F'lint as a topographical illustration.




I have indicated these places in the notes, and have suggested a
way to deal with them. Beyond that, T have tried to avoid correct-
ing each of Pattie’s claims and comments. In another book,
American Ecclesiastes, written for the express purpose of ex-
amining James Pattie and his book, I constantly—and
purposely—interrupted his adventures to point out errors, cor-
rect them when I could, suggest alternate possibilities when I
couldn’t, and cite sources to support my claims. This, however, is
James Pattie’s book, and I have tried to keep that in mind as I
edited it. Hopefully there are enough notes to orient the reader
and to point out the most glaring inaccuracies and inconsisten-
cies. But this time I have let Pattie tell his own story with as little
interruption as possible. For those interested in further reading
to place James Pattie and his Personal Narrative in a broader
perspective, I have included a short bibliography. It should serve
as a place to begin pursuing the subject of James Pattie and the
early American West.

The narrative was originally published in 1831 and reprinted
two years later. Text of this edition is from a re-setting of type of
the 1833 printing. Since this is James Pattie’s story the appen-
dices, “Inland Trade with New Mexico,” “Downfall of the Fredo-

nian Republic,” and the extract on Mexico from the Universal
Geography have been eliminated. They have nothing to do with
Pattie or his story and were apparently added for no other purpose
than to pad the book.

Pattie’s Personal Narrative, first published more than a cen-
tury and a half ago, is a unique look at life in the early Southwest
and California. It is also the story, told in a vivid first-person
narrative, of a young man’s attempt to adjust to a way of life far
different from that in which he was raised. The world through
which James Pattie moved was new and exciting; the story of a
young man coming of age is a universal theme. That mere than
anything may explain why it is still read 150 years after it was

first published.

Richard Batman
San Rafael, California

1ffarcourt Brace Javanovich, 1984. Reprinted in paper as James Pattie’s West, the
Dream and. the Reality. University of Oklahoma Press, 1986. :
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II1. Other accounts that touch on the same time, place, people, or

~events mentioned by James Pattie.

Field, Matthew C. Prairie and Mouniains Skeiches. ed. by Kate L.
Gregg and J.F. McDermott. Norman, Okla., 1957.

Foster, Stephen C. “A Sketch of Some of the Earliest Kentucky
Pioneers of Los Angeles.” Historical Society of Southern
California. Publications. 1887 , 30-35.

Fowler, Jacob. The Journal of Jacob Fowler. ed. by Eliot Coues,
further ed. by Ray and Mary Settle. Lincoln, Neb., 1970.

Gregg, Kate L. ed. The Road to Sania Fe. Albuquerque, 1952.

Hill, Joseph J. “New Light on Pattie and the Southwestern Fur
Trade,” Southwest Historical Quarterly, XXVI (April, 1923),
243-254,

J ames, Thomas. Three Years Among the Indians and Mexicans.
New York, 1966

Kroeber, A.L. “The Route of James O. Pattie on the Colorado in
1826. A Reappraisal by A.L. Kroeber,” Arizona and the West,
VI (Summer, 1964), 122-136.

Marshall, Thomas M. “St. Vrain’s Expedition tothe Gilain 1826.”
Southwestern H isrorzcal Quarterly, X1X (Jan., 1916), 251-260.

Morris, Albert F. “The Journal of a ‘Crazy Man™ ed. by Charles
Camp. California Historical Society Quarterly, VI (June, 1936),
103-135.

Pike, Albert. Prose Skeiches and Poems ed. by David J. Weber.
Albuquerque 1967.

Robinson, Alfred. Life in California. Santa Barbara, 1970.

“Sketches from the Life of Peg Leg Smith,” Huichings California
Magazine V (1860-61), 147-155, 198-206, 318-321, 334-36,
420-21.

Waldo, Williams. “Recollections of a Septuagenarian.” Glimpses
of the Past, V (April-June, 1928), 59-94.

Wislizenus, A. Memoir of a Tour to Northern New Mexico.
Glorieta, New Mexico, 1969.
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Mission San F'rancisco 407

“October 26.” The start was made at seven a. m. The tide was very
‘low, Fr. Abella remarks. Finally a rancheria of Ompinos Indians
came in sight, some of whose villagers had already been baptized. The -
Rio San Francisco was followed downward.

“October 27.” Being Sunday, holy Mass was celebrated before leaving
the camp on the Loma de los Tompinos. At eleven a. m. the launches
began to move and all went into camp one league before reaching the
plain of the Suisunes.

“October 28, the feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles.” Holy
Mass was celebrated and then the evpedition proceeded one league to
the head of Suisun Creek, and to the edge of a large plain covered with
oaks. The Cerro de los Bolbones was about twelve leagues to the
southwest. Here fifty Indians from two rancherias paid us a visit and
made us some presents, says Fr. Abella. The rancherias were Malaka
and Suisun. Another village farther down was called Ululatto. Not
far away was the site of the battle in which Ensign Gabriel Moraga
defeated the Indians. The vicinity was pronounced excellent for a
Mission, but it was hard to reach except by water through Karquines
Strait. '

“October 29. We set out at two o’clock in the mornmg and reached
the Strait of Karquines by sunrise,” Fr. Abella informs us. In the
afternoon the expedition arrived at Angel Island. '

“October 30" The day was spent trying to cross to the presidio in
the face of unfavorable winds and tide. The 58 persons? composing
the expedition in the launch of the presidio and in that of the Mission:
at length safely reached their homes late in the afternoon.

E.
. JAMES OHIO PATTIE'S VACCINATION STORY

J. O. Pattie, a Kentucky adventurer and trapper, arrived at San Diego
with his father and other trappers on March 26, 1828. Not having any
passports, all were imprisoned by Governor Echeandia, but later on
released. Young Pattie was paroled for one year so that he might .
vaccinate the Indians and whites all along the coast to San Francisco;
at least such is his claim. On returning to Cincinnati, August 30, 1830,
he was induced to write out the tale of his adventures. Soured on
account of the treatment he and his father had received at the hands
of Echeandia, and under the spell of the anti-Catholic craze of the
period, he wrote from memory his experiences or alleged ‘experiences,”
and a Rev. Timothy Flint, editor of The Westerm Monthly Revieiv of
Cincinnati, edited and prepared Pattie’s Personal Narrative for publi-

rsity) on 2014-07-23 17:56 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/ucl.32106014950130
.org/access_use#pd-google

2 Bancroft has 68 persons.

I, _{ A

zml
):—\
=
3
=
'_A

Cigitizad by §

S

Generated for Thomas Galewskl (Arizona State Unlve

2]
=
2
2

=
o

g
g

=

S

9
4]
N

=
=)

o

;

@
j=)
s
2

@]
=)

s
o]
jol
0

&

a
3
o



Generated for Thomas Galewsk! (Arizona State University) on 2014-07-23 17:56 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/ucl.32106014950130

public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

408 Missions and Missionaries of California

cation. The book appeared in 1831. Flint’s connection with the work
may account for many of the savage flings at the poor missionaries;
but Pattie himself in this tale proves such a wholesale prevaricator that
we wonder that a Professor R. G. Thwaites could consent to republish
the worthless production, if honest information was the object. How-
ever, if the professor’s own knowledge of the California Missions had
been deeper, his notes would have been more historical and adequate.

Pattie claimed to have begun his trip at San Diego on January 18,
1829. We must take his word for it because there is not the slightest
record of his journey from one Mission to another to be found any-
where. “At San Luis Rey,” he writes from memory, “I found an old
priest, who seemed glad to see me. I gave him the General’s (Echean-
dia’s) letter. After he had read it, he said, with regard to that part
which spoke of payment, that I had better take certificates from the
priests of each mission, as I advanced up the coast, stating that I had
vaccinated their inhabitants, and that when I arrived at the upper mis-
sion, where one of the high dignitaries of the Church resided, I should
receive my recompense for the whole. . Seeing nothing at all singular
in this advice, I concluded to adopt it.”

The “advice’” is nevertheless so singular that it was impossible for
good Fr. Peyri, then at San Luis Rey, to give it. Every Mission paid
its own expenses. The Superior of the Missions, Fr. Vicente de Sarrfa,
resided at Mission San Carlos, to whom Mr. Peyri would have given
Pattie a personal letter of explanation. The itinerant vaccinator says
nothing of this, and therefore this part of the story may be put down
as a fabrication. Furthermore, Pattie claimed to have found 3,904
Indians at the Mission of San Luis Rey, and that he had vaccinated
2,850. The truth is 2,744 neophytes then lived under the Mission’s juris-
diction, but about one-third dwelt at Pala whither Pattie did not go.
Then he relates the following nonsense: “The greater part of these
Indians were brought from their native mountains against their own
inclination and by compulsion, and then baptized, which act was as little
voluntary on their part as the former had been.” With this specimen
of Pattie’s veracity we may skip the statements about the other Mis-
sions, and at once go with him to the end of the route; for the trapper’s
memory makes a veritable jumble of the geography of the Missions

“I reached the above-mentioned (San Francisco) mission on the 29th
of June, 1829, Pattie relates. “Finding the person of whom I was in
search, I presented him all the certificates of the priests of the missions
in which I had vaccinated, and the letter of the General. I had inocu-
lated in all 22,000 persons.” How the trapper-doctor contrived to do
this surpasses our understanding; for the fifteen Missions at which
he vaccinated, as he claims, contained only 11,551 Indians, and the
whites did not exceed 2,000 souls. Five other Missions he did not see
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Mission San Francisco 409

at all, and at Dolores he failed to vaccinate for the reason Pattic now
proceeds to unfold.

“After he (the priest at Dolores) had finished the perusal of these
papers, he asked me what I thought my services were worth? I replied
that I should leave that point entirely in his judgment and decision.
He remarked that he must have some time to reflect upon the sub-
ject and that I must stay a week or two with him. I consented willingly
to this proposal, as I was desirous of crossing the bay of San Fran-
cisco fo the Russian settlement called Bodego.” Fr. Esténaga, for it
was he who managed Mission Dolores at that time, must have been
amazed on receiving the certificates, and le must have wondered how
they concerned him; but when he heard the stranger claiming to have
vaccinated 22,000 persons, he must have concluded that an escaped luna-
tic had entered his room whom it was best to humor in order to elude
bodily harm. :

The climax of mendacity and absurdity was reachied at the next inter-
view. “I soon saw myself again in the presence of the Spanish priest,”
Pattie resumes his story, “from whom I was to receive my recompense
for the services performed on my long tour. . . . He then demanded
of me how I liked the coast of California? I answered that I very
much admired the appearance of the country. His next question was
how I would like the idea of living in it? It would be agreeable to
me, I returned, were it subject to any other form of government. . .
He then handed me a written piece of paper, the translation of which is
as follows: “I certify that James O. Pattie has vaccinaated all the

Indians and whites on this coast, and to recompense him for the same °

I give the said James O. Pattie my obligation for one thousand head of
cattle and the land to pasture them; that is, 500 cows and 500 mules.
This he is to receive after he becomes a Catholic, and subject to this
government. Given in the Mission of San Francisco on the 8th of

July, in the year 1829.—John Cabortes.”

If the disgruntled Pattie had reproduced the exact text of the Span-
ish note he tlaimed to have received, we could judge for ourselves.
Fr. Esténaga wrote Spanish, and in that language cows and mules are
not thrown together and classified as cattle. The Mission then had only
eighteen mules, and in all the Missions from Monterey to Sonoma there
were not 500 mules. Fr. Esténaga possessed mot a foot of land, and
therefore could not have given away any land. “On condition that he
become a Catholic” is too stupid a fabrication for serious consideration.
Pattie, as many other foreigners had done, might -have traveled back

. to San Diego, when he would have been provided with a fresh horse

at each Mission, besides board and lodging, and it would have cost
him nothing. No distinction was made between Catholic or non-Cath-
olic guests. Such is the testimony of all the travelers who visited the
Missions. Moreover, there never was a John Cabortes at any Mission
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410 Missions and Missionaries of California

in the whole history of California. Fr. Thomas Esténaga was the mis-
" sionary in charge of Dolores Mission since the year 1821,

“When I had read this,” the veracious vaccinator continues, “without
making use of any figure of speech, I was struck dumb. My anger
choked me. As I was well aware of the fact that this man had it
in his power to hang me if I insulted him, I said nothing.” This state-
ment is really too ridiculous; but it was doubtless swallowed as the truth
by the gullible and rabidly anti-Catholic populace in the Eastern States,
No priest or missionary had any jurisdiction in criminal cases. These
were reserved to the governor and his subordinates. Pattie recovered
his breath, and then, so he declares, he gave the priest a piece of his
mind, for which the missionary ordered him to leave the house. The
imaginative trapper then procured a horse from a settler and hastened
on to Monterey. “I found an American vessel in port just ready to
sail,” Pattie relates. On this he took passage.

F
RANCHERIAS MENTIONED IN THE REGISTERS

Alaguali, east of San Francisco
Bay

Alectac, (Aleitac) in the valley of _

the Arroyo San Mateo

Almejas, or San Pedro y San
Pablo

Altagmu (Altamu), or San Mateo

Aluenchi

Amictu

Amuctac, toward the southwest

Amutaja, adjoining the Cafiada de
la Visitacion -

Anamas, northern shore of the

" Golden Gate

Atfarpe

Chachanegtac, or Las Pulgas

Chagunte, toward San Bruno

-Chapugtac, east of San Francisco
Bay

Chimus

Chioischin, or San Bruno

Chirau

Chocoayco

Choleguebit, far east of San Fran-
cisco Bay

Chupanes T

Chutchue (Suchui), or Neustra
Sefiora de la Asumpcion

Chynan Jumiamuc

Conap

Cosapo

Geluasibe

Genau, east of San Francisco Bay

Guet, east of San Francisco Bay

Gulcismijtac, in San Agustin Cafi-
ada, this side of Las Pulgas

Halchis, east of San Francisco
Bay

Horocroc, east of San Francisco
Bay

Libangelva, north of Golden Gate

Liuanegtur

Macsinum

Malsaitac, near San Mateo

Mitline, toward Lake Merced

Naio, north of the Golden Gate

Oquisara, east of San Francisco
Bay

Olestura
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Mission San Francisco 411

‘Opurome, towards the beach of
Lake Merced

Qusint, at the pastures of the
mares )

" Patnatac, east of San Francisco

Bay
Payesone
Petlena

. Petlenuc, near the Reil Viejo

Pruristac, in the valley of the
Almejas

Puichon

Pusuay

Salson

Satumnum, three leagues south of

the Almejas

Seputca

Sicca, in the vicinity of Guriguri

Sichitca, east of San Francisco
Bay

Siplichiquin, San Bruno

Sipi

Siscastac, near Asumpcion

Siti, toward the Arroyo Grande

Sitintac

Sitiutajea, Sxthuta;

Subchiam

Supichum, at San Mateo

Tajumi, east of San Francisco
 Bay

Tasgigara, east of San Francisco
Bay -

Telamu

Thenau, southeast of San Fran-
cisco Bay

Timigtac, or Calera

Toquisara

Tubisinte, La Vlsxtacxon

Tunmuda, in the valley and near
- the Arroyo San Matco

Thizsint

Urebure

Ussete, near Las Pulgas

Uturibe

Uturpe

INDIAN TRIBES IN THE DISTRICT

Aaguall

Caguapalto (language of the Napa
Tribe)

Canicaynos

Chocoayco

Choquinicos

Lamchines, around Las Pulgas

Oljones

Olompali

G

Omiomi
Petaluma
Pucha
Pusguy
Salsones
Saniles
Suisun

. Suyusuyus

Ululatos .

LA LAGUNA DE LOS DOLORES

“I have resided here a long time,” writes Mr. J. W. Dwinelle in Our

. Centennial Memoirl “and have had ample opportunity to consult the

recollection of old people resident here, who received the ‘traditions
of the elders’ respecting the early history of San Francisco. The

1 San Francisco, 1877.

Digitizad by G{jglg

Zrigiral fror
UMIVERS

TY OF CALIFDRY



Generated for Thomas Galewski (Arizona State University) on 2014-07-23 17:56 GMT / http:/hdl.handle.net/2027/ucl.32106014950130

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http:/www.hathitrust.org/access_usedtpd-google

Digitiz=d by

P
¥

L

412 Missions and Missionaries of California

testimony pertinent to that matter is of two kinds—documentary and
verbal. Of the documentary:

First—The statement of Father Francisco Palbéu, one of the two
Franciscan Friars who founded the Mission of Dolores, that on the
27th of June the expedition arrived in the vicinity, and the commander
ordered a halt on the margin of a lake (laguna) which Sefior Anza
named after our Lady of Dolores, ‘Nuestra Sefiora de Los Dolores,”
which is in sight of the creek of the Weeping Willows and on the
shore of the inlet or arm of that sea which trends to the southeast:—
‘Que estd a la vista de la Ensenada de los Llorones y playa del estero
6 brazo del mar que corre al sudeste.? These Llorones (weeping wil-
lows) were, of course, not nourished by salt water, which would have
killed them, but were on the stream of fresk water issuing from the
ravine lying to the northwest of the Mission church, which supplied
the Mission itself and its rancherias with water; and, after crossing
what are now Valencia, Guerrero, Howard and Falsom streets, emptied
into Mission Creek at right angles, at a point about 550 feet easterly
from the southeast corner of Folsom and Fourteenth streets, and which
in its whole course, from Mission to Folsom streets, was fringed with
‘weeping willows,” and in full view of the laguna or pond, which I
have designated the Laguna de los Dolores, even as late as the year
1855. The shore of Mission Creek—the arm of that sea which trends
to the southeast, the Bay of San Francisco—is also visible from the
place which I have designated as the Laguna or Pond of Dolores.

Secondly—The further statement of the same author, that on the
same day and year the expedition encamped on the border of a large
pond which empties into that arm of the sea of the port which trends
fifteen leagues to the southeast. “Una grande laguna que vacia en el
brazo de mar del Puerto que interna quince leguas al sudeste.”s

Thirdly.—That when the site of the Mission was selected, it was in
the vicinity of that pond, and on the plain lying west of it. “En este
mismo sitio de Ia laguna, en el plan 6 llano que tiene al poniente.”’4

Fourthly—In fact that when the French Admiral La Pérouse touched
at Monterey, in September, 1786, he despatched some of his officers to
the Port of San Francisco, who made a chart of the Bay, which was
sent to France, and published with the account of his explorations up
to that point, and it thus preserved to us. On this chart, No. 33 of the
series of the maps of that expedition (from which a zincographic copy
of the Bay of San Francisco is reproduced here), although it is not

2 Arm of the sea, i.e., San Francisco Bay. Paléu Noticias, vol. iv, 166.
8 Life of Fr. Jumipero Serra, chapter xlv.
4 Life of Fr. Serra, cap. xlv.
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414 Missions and Missionaries of California

hydrographically accurate in respect of mathematical proportions and
distance, as, of course, it could not be, without an actual survey, yet
the genera] lines of the coast and Bay, and the relative positions of the

prominent physical objects, are laid down with a wonderful approxima- .

tion to correctness. “La Laguna de los Dolores”(I) is laid down pre-
cisely where the “Willows” were situated, with an outlet into that por-
tion of the Bay of San Francisco “which trends towards the southeast”
answering precisely to the description. given by Paléu. It is ten times
as large as “Washerwoman’s Lagoon,”(G) which is called “Pequefia
Laguna’little poud—and is five times as large as Mountain Lake,(C)
“La Laguna del Presidio”"—Presidio Pond. It is curious and interesting
to observe that, while Alcatraz(J) and Angel Island(K) have their
respective modern designations, Yerba Buena Island(M) is called “La
Isla del Carmel”—Carmel Island. Fort Point(D) “La Punta del Angel
de la Guarda”—The Point of the Guardian Angel; Point Lobos is not
named, although it and its Seal Rocks are laid down, and the “Lagtina
de 1a Merced”(B) is represented as having a free, open communication
with the ocean.

The PreSIdJO(F ) "and also the M:ssxon(H) are designated on the
plan. Thus, in the year 1786, and only ten years after the Mission of
Dolores was founded, a corps of French naval officers, coming to San
Francisco with instructions to make a map of. the localities here, do
make one, which, on its face, bears testimony to its general correctness,
and on which a laguna or pond, called the Laguna of Dolores, is laid
down, and also the Mission of Dolores, precisely where Paléu says it
was, “to the west of the said laguna, and on the same plain.” Thus
far with the documentary testimony.

Now, as to the verbal testimony. Some twelve years ago I had an
interview with a well-known lady, then resident at the Mission of
Dolores, Dofia Carmen de Sibrian de Bernil. She was born of Spanish
lmeage at Monterey, California, in the year 1804; was married at San
José in 1821 to José Comnelio Bernil, a resident of the Mission of
Dolores, and they came here to reside in the same year. She was a
woman of great vivacity, and stated to me that the tradition given to
her by the old residents of the Mission was that, when the Missionary
Fathers came here to establish the Mission, they encamped at a pond
which existed where the place of resort, called the “Willows,” was at
the time of this interview, to which a great tide creek formerly made
up fro mthe Bay: “En donde son ahora los saucelitos, en donde habia
en eso tiempo un estero grande ‘de la Bahia” I also, at that time,
visited the site of the “Willows,” and found that, although the soil had
been greatly filled in during my own recollectmn by the deposits of silt

5 Dwinelle wrote this in 1877.
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and of vegetable accretions, the fresh water was still flowing out
towards the Bay, and I could not find any tree there which appeared
to be more than forty years old. The “estéro,” or tide creek, still
made up nearly to the “Willows,” but I then thought that it must soon
be obliterated by the progress of public improvements.

" Since the date of that interview the tract embracing the “Willows,”
and included within Seventeenth, Nineteenth, Valencia and Howard
streets, has been graded and filled, but from the sewers which drain it
there still flows a constant stream of clear fresh water, showing that
the laguna was fed by living springs. . . . My opinion is that the “Wil-
lows” and the Pond or Laguna of Dolores were one and the same.8

H
RETURN OF THE FRANCISCANS

The last Franciscan in 1845 surrendered Mission Dolores to the Rt.
Rev. Bishop Francisco Garcia Diego and withdrew to Santa Clara. On
March 21, 1851, the same Fr. José Suirez Reil formally ceded this Mission
to the Jesuit Fathers, and returned to Mexico.. One by one the other
Missions, through the death of the incumbents, became the charges of
the Bishops, who in time substituted secular priests when they could
be secured. Finally, only one of the ancient missionary establishments
remained in the care of the Friars Minor, who endeavored -to retain the
sacred place by enlisting recruits from other than Spanish countries.

By the year 1884, however, it had become evident that the little com-

munity would ere long cease to exist, unless it were adopted by one of
eastern Franciscan provinces. An appeal was therefore made to the
Superior-General, at whose petition Pope Leo XIII ordered Santa

Barbara Mission with its remnant of friars to be attached to the

Province of the Sacred Heart, St. Louis, Mo. This change was
effected in 1885, » _

Two years later, Most Rev. Patrick William Riordan, D. D., Arch-
bishop of San Francisco, invited the Superiors of the Province to accept
the charge of the German parish in San Francisco and of the scattered
Indians in Lake and Mendocino counties. Accordingly, on February
16, 1887, three Franciscan Fathers—Gerard Becher, Victor Aertker,
Paulinus Tolksdorf—and three Franciscan lay brothers—Beatus Strue-
wer, Kilian Rothbert, Onesimus Ehrhardt—took possession of the con-
vent building vacated by the Dominican Sisters, near St. Boniface
Church on Golden Gate Avenue. Thus it was that, after the lapse of

8 John W. Dwinelle in Our Centennial Memoir, p. 191. Compare
Gerg?aecker’s description in chapter xxvii, this volume.

UMIVERSITY OF
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forty-two years, the sons of St. Francis came back to the locality named
for their Seraphic Father, and hallowed by the activities of Fr. Juni-
pero Serra, Fr. Francisco Pal6uy, and successors. On August 20, 1887,
the Fathers Stanislaus Rieman and Victor Aertker with the Brothers
Erasmus Beier and Nicolaus Uhrmacher took up their quarters in a
small dwelling adjoining a little Indian church on the southern shore
of Clear Lake, whence they were to attend the scattered flock assigned
to them.

The beginnings of the German immigration date back to the year
1848, when the discovery of gold attracted numberless colonists and
adventurers to California. Many thousands who spoke the German
language established themselves in and around San Francisco. - A large
proportion professed the Catholic Faith. Toward the end of the year
1852 these had grown so numerous that Bishop Alemany gave them
a pastor in the person of the Rev. Florian Schweninger, a- Benedictine
from New York. Whatever the reason, Father Schweninger did not
remain long, for in the Catholic Directory for the year 1853, Bishop
Alemany reported him as stationed at Shasta, Cal, and subsequently
at Weaverville. No priest of their nationality seems to have attended
the Germans till 1858. In that year the Rev. Sebastian Wolf, since
1856 at Placerville, was transferred as assistant to St. Mary’s Cathedral,
San Francisco. Accordingly, the Catholic Directory reported for that
year: “There is a German sermon at the Cathedral at the Mass of
9 o’clock, on Sundays.” Again for the year 1859 the Catholic Directory
reported in connection with the Cathedral: “The Rev. Sebastian
Wolf, Pastor of the Germans, to whom he preaches at the Cathedral,
at the Mass at 9 o'clock.”

Father Wolf, by authority of Archbishop Alemany, now organized
the German Catholics into a regular parish, and with their aid built
a small church on Sutter Street under the patronage of St. Boniface,
the Apostle of the German people. No Directories were issued in 1862
and 1863, but for the year 1863 the Catholic Directory has this note:
“German Free School for Boys, attached to St. Boniface Church, Sutter
Street. Pupils, 60.” The girls doubtless attended the select schools
conducted by the various Sisterhoods.

As early as 1867 Archbishop Alemany urged a change in the loca-
tion of St. Boniface Church and School. On December 18, 1869, there-
fore, according to the Journal of His Grace, a “Fifty Vara Lot for
the German Catholic Church and School was purchased at Tyler
Street. (now Golden Gate Avenue) between Jones and Leavenworth

‘'subject to the same conditions as the Sutter St. Lot.” The church

was annually reported as situated on Sutter Street till the year 1875,
when for the first time the Catholic Directory reports St. Boniface
German Church on Tyler Street, near Jones. The Rev. Sebastian Wolf,
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ECHEANDIA AND HERRERA—FINANCE—THE SOLIS REVOLT.
1826-1830.

Harp-tives ITEMS—AID FROM MExX1co—THE REVENUES—COMISARIO AND
HABILITADOS-—SECRET INVESTIGATION—SUSPENSION AND RESIGNATION—
EsTrADA, VALLEJO, XD JIMEX0 CASARIN AS ADMINISTRATORS—RE-
voLT OF 1523—TREvoLT or 1829 —C10sEs—MONTEREY TAKEN—J04QUIN
Soris—PrAx o7 NoVEMBER 15TH—ARGUELLO DECLINES TaE COMMAND—
SoLis MARCHES SoUTH—ECHEANDIA’S PREPARATIONS—REVOLT AT SANTA
BArpArRA—BLooDLESS BatrLEs oF Dos Puenros axp CIENEGUITA—RE-
TREAT OF SOLIS—RETAKING oF THE CapritaL—AvinA CAPTORES Soris—
TrRIAL—THE SPANTSH FLAG—BANISHMENT OF HERBRERA AND TWENTY
CoxspPIRATORS—FINANCIAL AFrFaIRS iN 1829-30.

It is not my purpose to present financial statistics
in this chapter. Only fragments survive to be pre-
sented anywhere, and these will receive such slight
attention as they require, in connection with local pre-
sidio annals, commercial topics, and general remarks
on the subject of ways and means for the whole
decade. Here I have to speak of the management,
or mismanagement, of the territorial revenues, of the
insufficiency of those revenues, as administered, to
pay the soldiers or other employees of the govern-
ment, and of the resulting destitution, discontent, and
finally revolt. »

There is little or nothing that is new to the reader
to be said of the prevalent destitution in these years,
a destitution which oppressed only the troops.! The

1Complaints are not very numerous in the archives, since the uselessness

of writing on the subject had been learned by long experience. The follow-

ing minor items on this topic are perhaps worth preservation: 1826, Echean-

dia’s complaints about the suspension of officers’ pay. Only those officers who
56
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HARD TIMES—SOURCES OF REVENUE, a7

rancheros and pobladores were at least as well off as
in earlier Spanish times, the improved market for their
produce afforded by the trading fleet counterbalancing
the heavy duties that were now exacted. Few if
any of these classes seem to have made an effort to
do more than support themselves and families; and
this, save to the incorrigibly lazy, was an easy task.
The lands produced food both for the owners and for
the Indian laborers who did most of the work; while
the natural increase of their herds furnished hides and.
tallow more than enough to be bartered with the
agents of Hartnell or Gale for groceries, implements,
and clothing. So far as the records show, they did
not even deem it worth their while to complain of
excessive duties and consequent high prices.

For the support of the military establishment and
to defray other expenses, the only resources were the
duties collected on 1mports and exports—or the taxes
on production, which practically took the place of the
latter—the chief source of revenue, but one liable to
considerable variation; contributions exacted from the
missions as gifts, loans, sales on credit, or special taxes,
given by the padres more and more grudgingly as the
years passed by; and finally the supplies furnished di-

came with him to Cal. are paid, and there is much discontent amoeng the
others. St. Pap., Sac., MS,, xix, 32— Complaints heard by Beechey of non-
payment of dues, and of excessive duties which greatly increased prices.
LDeechey’s Voy., il. 10. March 30, 1826, petition of soldiers, alleging that
they were getting la racion, nadu mas, as in years past, notwithstanding the
promises of the govi. Repeated Junc 7th. Dept. St. Pap., Ben. Ail., MS.,
Ivii. 13. April 30th, no funds to furnish $400 for the celebration of a great
national event, Id., Ivii. 14. Hartnell lent the comisavia 264 cattle, which
in 1839 had not been repaid. Dept. St. Pap., Ben. Com. and Treas., MS.,iv. 59.
1827, Feb. Ist, comisario has no funds to supply blankets; great want of
money and food; impossible to get a loan. Id., i 79. Feb. 5th, gov. lends
8600 in view of the urgent needs of the soldiers. Dept. flee., 3., v. 21.
July 5th, complaint that S. Blas company do not get their share of supplies.
Id., v. 58. Nov. 21st, decree of national govt on a loan, part of which is to
go to the relief of California. Sup. Gowt St. Pap., MS., xx. 8. 1528, March
3d, troops naked and in great want. Could get no part of their dues. Dept.
St. Pap., Ben. ALil,, MS.,, Ixvi. 68. Same date, gov. tells com. gen. that
no supplies have been sent from Mexico for a considerable time! Depf. Rec.,
vi. 7. March 10th, eight soldiers at Monterey granted leave of absence to go
and earn their living for 3 months, for want of funds at Monterey. Depé. St
Pap., Ben. 3il., MS., Ixvi. 24-5.
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58 ECHEANDIA AND HERRERA—THE SOLIS REVOLT.

rectly or indirectly by Mexico—that is, the $22,000
sent 1n 1825, possibly one or two small amounts sent
later, and a few dralts on the national treasury which
in one way or another foreign or resident traders were
induced to accept as security for loans or in payment
for voods supplied.? Theoretically, the national treas-
ury should have paid the territorial expenses and re-
ceived the net product of the territorial revenue; but
practically, the territory was left to pay its own ex-
-penses, nominally about $130,000 a year, always_ ex-
cepting the small amounts furnished as before specified,
and a considerable supply of very bad tobacco. To
estimate the actual revenue with any approach to ac-
curacy would probably have been wellnigh impossi-
ble at the time,? and is entirely so now. Fully col-
lected and honestly administered, the total revenue
could hardly have amounted to one half the nominal
expenditure; and indications are not wanting that a
considerable portion was lost to the troops through
smuggling operations and the rascality of officials.
Moreover, there were charges of partiality and injus-
tice in the final distribution of the net product, cer-

20n the 822,000, sce chap. i, thisvol. At the same time 312,000 was or-
dered paid in favor of California through the comisario general at Avizpe;
but I find no evidence that any part of the sum was ever paid. July 1526,
record that $3,000 was sent to Cal. by the Sirena from the sup. govt. Sup.

© Glovt St. Pap., MS., iii. 6. In Jan. 1829, Enrique Virmond seems to have

a0y

accepted drafts from the presidial comandantes to the amount of about $3,000
for goods supplied from the Aaria Ester; and again in Dee. he supplied the
same amount in goods and silver coin. Dept. Ilee., MS., vi. 1, 153, 168, 176.
Virmond had exceptional facilities for getting his claims allowed by Mexican
officials, and he probably lost nothing. = Nov. 11, 1828, M. G. Vallejo author-
ized to borrow $500 payable on sight, or 15 days after sight of draft! Vallejo,
Doc., M3., 1. 160. According to Mexico, Aeom. Hacienda, 1830, annex. 33,
the govt of Cal. had borrowed $7,262, of which sum $1,564 had been repaid
down to June 20th. Hartnell also Ienf the govt $7,100 in 1827; the draft
signed by Herrera was not accepted in Mexico, on account of some alleged ir-
regularity; and on Nov. 20, 1830, Hartnell petitions the gov. on the subject.
Vallejo, Doc., MS., xxx. 154,

$ Feb. 10, 1830, gov. informs the comisario general that commerce, car-
ried on by a peculiarsystem, ‘authorized by force of circumstances’ in Cal.,
yielded barely two fifths of the expenses; while mission contributions, by dint
of constant requisitions and annoyances, yielded not move than one fifth of the
deficit. Dept. Rec., MS., viil. 72. The revenue obtained from vessels is insuffi-
cient for garrison ¢xpenses; therefore, the missions advance grain and cattle,
;{11151 tléa nation assumes the debt. Bandini’s letter of 1828 in Bandini, Doc.,
MS., S

vy
£
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SUB-COMISARIO AND HA_'BILITADOS. 59

tain presidios, and certain classes of troops, being fa-

vored or slighted.
During thu Spanish rule, and the interregnum that

followed, the provincial finances had been manaoedﬁ
for the most part honestly, if not al\mys with urmt
skill, so far as accounts were concer by the Trabil-
itados of the respective companies, one of whom in
the later days had been named administrator, with
very little authority over the others. On the estab-
lishment of the republic, Herrera had been sent, as
we have seen, in 1825, as comisario to take charcre ot
the territori al finances as a subordinate of the comis-
ario general of the western states Sonora and Sin-
aloa. The instructions to Herrera are not extant;
but it 1s evident from subsequent communications of
himself and his superiors that he had exclusive con-
trol of the treasury department, and was indepen-
dent of the gefe politico, except that like any other
citizen he was within the civil and criminal jurisdie-
tion of that officer. The habilitados, the only per-
sons in the territory qualified for the t‘aﬂL served as
Herrera’s subordinates for the collection of revenue
at the presidios, so that locally there was no change.
Whether the comisario appointed them volun’cauly
or in obedience to his instructions does not appear;
but their duty was simply to collect the revenues and
pay them over to Herrera, their duty as company
paymasters.in disbursing funda subsequently re-ob-
tained from the comisaria being a distinct matter.

Naturally the habilitados were jealous from the
first of the authority exercised by their new master,

-and were displeased at every innovation on the old’

method under Estrada’s administration. Moreover,
Herrera was a stranger, and worse yet a Mexican,
being therefore liable to distrust as not prapmly
apprecmtwe of Californian ways. He was also a
friend and relative of Captain Gonzalez, and involved
to some extent in the quarrel be.tween that officer
and Estrada, which circumstance contributed not a

driginal fram
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GO ECHEANDIA AND HERRERA-THE SOLIS REVOLT.

little to his unpopularity. A quarrel resulted, the
details of which it is neither desirable nor possible
to follow closely.” What were the relations between
Herrera and Icheandia before they left Mexico, I do
not know; but after their arrival i California there
could hardly fail to be jealousy, especially on KEche-
andia’s part; and at any rate, the latter soon became
leader in the opposition to the comisario. I append
some items from the correspondence of the times.*
Herrera was au intellicent and able man; his acts
were approved by his superior officer; and I find in
contemporary documents no proof of irregularities
or unfaithfulness in his official conduct; though it
would perhaps be presumptuous to found on the im-
perfect record an opinion that he acted wisely or

*March 3, 1826, com. gen. to Herrera. Reproves him for not sending
accounts so that the great necessity of the troops might be known and re-
lieved. Dept. 5t Pap., Den. Com. and T'reas., MS., 1. 22, March 25th, Id. to
Id., announces that all claims of Cal. may be presented at the comisaria. /d.,
iL. 17. April7th, H. to Echeandia. Charges that Lieut. Estadillo for ajust rep-

* rimand becomes abusive. /i, 1. 41-2. May 11th, E. orders that all amounts
due the treasury be paid at the comisario’s office. Dept. fee., MS., iv. 37. June
27th, H. to I&.  Wishes to know why heisnot recognized as gefe de hacienda;
measures have Leen ordered without his consent or knowledge. Ile wishes
E. todefine his own position, so that he, H., may beireed from his burdensand
report to the supreme government. Depl. St Pap., MS., i, 136, July 11tl,
H. to E.  Defence of the practice of allowing vessels to touch at way poins.
Dept. St. Pap., Ben. Ail., MS., i. 42-7. Sept. 11th, com. gen. to 5.~ Asks
him to order hahilitados to send in their accounts o Herrera in two montns, or
he will appeal to Mexico. Reprimands him for exceeding his powers, nsing
funds without Herrera's permission, treating H. as a subordinate and not as the
gefe of all treasurybranches, and not obeying the laws., Threatensto withdraw
the comisario altogetherif 1. doesnot mend his ways. Accuses himof prevent-
ing the execution of Iferrera’s decree on the payment of duties, without an-
therity to do so. H. was under no obligation to submit his orders or thase
of his superior to the gefe politico. ¢ Watch also over those friars with their
Spanish 1deas.” The comisario must be supported, not opposed. In the ap-
pointment of a sub-comizavio at Loreto, I had also usurped authority. I
can not permit you thus to interfere.  The power of appointment rests exclu-
sively with H. asiny suberdinate.” H. was not to be Llamed for reporting these
things, since Lie had positive ordersto do so. fid.,1.23-34. Qct. IGth, H. to E.
on the details of Lusiness, explaining his efforts to getalong with an insufficient
revenue. Complains of habilitados for not renderingaccounts, and for drawing
drafts on Lim when they knew he had no money. Drotests asainst paying
one company more than another; and elaims tha# in case of urgent need the
soldiers should be preferred to officials. 7d., i. 356-60. Dee. Ist, H. com-
plains that his orders arc disregarded, and that Estrada refuses to render ac-

counts.  Repeats the complaint a little later, with threats to report to AMex-
1co.  Dee. 27th, 30th, orders from Mexico vrquiring half the revenues to be
e sent for pub-

remitted to the national treasury! and that regular accounts b
lication in the Gazeta of Guadalajara. Id., i 72-3, 59-901, 14,
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CHARGES AND INVESTIGATIONS. 61

honestly throughout the quarrel, especially in opposi-
tion to the btatcm«,nts of several La,htormans who
remember the controversy.® It is my opinion, how-
ever, that the class of Californians represented by
Alvamdo Osio, and Vallejo look at Herrera’s acts
through the colored glasses of political prejudice; and
that among other classes the comisario was by no -
means unpopular,

In April 1827 Echeandl’a ordered a secret investi-
gation of Herrera’s administration, to be conducted by
Zamorano. The proceedings were bwun at San Diego
the 30th of April, and afterwards contmu(,d at Mon-
terey and Los Angeles in M}LV and June. The main
charge was that the comisario had, on his way to
Cahtornm invested a portion of the $22,000 of terri-
torial flmds intrusted to his care in effects to be sold
for his own account and profit, though it was not
claimed apparently that there was any deficit in his
accounts, or that the money thus improperly used had
not been refunded.® Zamorano as fiscal reported the

3No one has anything {o say in Herrera’s favor. Alvarado, I7isi. Cul., S,
fi. 111-17, 13246, is wpﬂcmlly bitter in his eviticism, charging H. w 1th
dishonesty, embezzlement, conspiracy, usnrpation, m\ulemc anl ]_wf’ﬁ“’ niuch
every thing that was bad. Osio, Hist. Cal., M3., 122-3, is Imulh lesz severe.
V. AHLJO Hist. Cal. , Ma., 11 §2-3, tells us ﬂmt H “didd notI ing T Lun\pun
and make trouble. J. J. V. “allejo, lleminis, JMS., 91-2, represents M. as
intriguing with the support of the padres to unseat Echeandia and put himself
in power. Duhsz Cilly, Viayygio, i. 232-G, deseribes the quarrel withous
attaching much blame to Hurela, and it is to be noted that Mrs. Ovd, one of
the clearest-headed Californian writer s, personally friendly to TZcheandia, ex-
presses no opinion on the merits of the parties to this quarrel. Qcurrencias,
AS., 20-1. .

S Herrere, Causa contra el Comisario Sub-Princ ipal de CUI!/GJ nias, José
Maria Ilerrere, 1827, MS.; also an abridged record in the archives. Capt.
Guerra tes mcd that of tl-ﬂ 522,000 the Sta B. Co. had oot only £3,000; knew
not what had become of the rest; had heard that the moncy was landed at 8.
Blas, and only a part reshipped with gonds \nppr»\cd to have been purehased
with that money. Maitorena had heard of the investment of public funds,
and had seen in the possession of Luis Bringas certain hales of goods, w Lieh
he judged to be the ones bought by H. In = letter of later the, Mhitoren
attempts to show some ule‘fuhlltl“ in the collection of duties from the Vi,
in 1825. Juan Bandini reserved his formal testimony until the matter should
come before the diputacion; but declared it to be a matter of public notoriety
that H. bhad misapplied the public funds. Alf. Romualde Pacheco noticed at
S. Blas that only £6,500 of the $22,000 was reshipped, and was told by J. AL
Padrés that H. had invested the balance in goods, having admitted as much
to him, Padrés. It was a notorious fact that D[‘lll”l: had sald the zoods ag
the pre\uho towns, and missions of Cal. Alf. Juan José Rocha confirmed
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62 ECHEANDIA AND HERRERA—THE SOLIS REVOLT.

charge well founded; and it must be admitted that
the testimony against the comisario, though for the
most part wenlk, furnished some grounds for suspicion
and nothing stronger under the circumstances—that
certain packages of goods had been purchased with
public money. When we consider that these proceed-
ings were conducted in secret, mainly by Herrera’s
cnemices, that they were never carried further in public,
that Herrera was never called upon for a defence upon
any eriminal charge, and that Icheandia was smarting
under the rebukes of the comisario general, it seems
wisest at the least to attach little importance to the
accusations. ‘
The matter was discussed by the diputacion in the
sessions of July, Bandini and the president making
all the speeches. Bandini’s deferred revelations proved
to be the reading of a treasury report on the sums of

the statement as to what was seen in 8. Blas. - Lieut. Estrada testified that
the dlorelos brought some 20 packages, including cigars and brandy, more
than were on the manifest; and these goeds were opencd at Herrera’s house,
where and elsewhere they were sold by Bringas.  Deponent Lelieved the
goods belonged to H. Luis Mariano Bringas, after much diticulty, was
found and induced to testify at Angeles before the alcalde and Capt. Portilla.
His testimony was clear enough, and to the effect that of the 4,500 in goods
~which he had brouzht to California and sold, §3,000 Lelonged to his friend
Tejada, a trader of Saltillo, and §1,500 had been committed to him by H. as
belorging to his (H.’s) cousin. Full particulars were given of his dealings.
But by the testimony of Ignacio M. Alvarado it was shown that Bringas,
while refusing to testify on various pretences, had senta messenger post-haste
to Monterey and had received a message from H. Capt. Portilla’s opinion
was, therefore, that Bringas had testified falsely under instructions from IL.,
whose accomplice he was. One of the documents exhibited by Bringas, in
support of his testimony, was a draft bearing the name of Wm. A. Cale,
written Galle, and pronounced a forgery by Gale bimself, who denied that e
had ever had any transaction with Bringaz.  Morcover, Rodrigo del Pliego
testified that H. had openly boasted of furnishing Bringas with papers that -
would serve Lis purpose, implying that the sienatures were forged by him.  Za-
morano’s final opinion, rendered fo Echeandiaat the end of July, was that H.
had invested a part of the public funds for his own account at Tepie, since of
the 22,000 only about $3,5091n coin eould be proved to have arrived in Cal. ;
and it was very likely that the bales of goods referred to represented the bal-
ance; though it was hard to prove, because II. had had plenty of time to
replace the deficit in coin.  June 16th, Echeandia in n civeular orders the ap-
prehension of Bringas, who is to be compelled to tustify. Dept, Rec., JS., v.
63.  April 26th, . to com. gen., says that H. has nob acted properly, and
that proceedings have been instituted to prove his mishehavior, Iil., v. 136.
July 10th, H. to gov., with rencwed complaints on the disregard of his orders -

by Martinez, Estrada, and Argiiello, Dept. 8t. Pap., Ben. Com. and Treas.,
M3, i. 76-9.
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D)

money intrusted to Herrera, and his own statement
that he was positive of Herrera’s misuse of the funds.
The record of the previous secret investigations seems
also to have beenread.  Zernas, or trios, of candidates
for contador and treasurer were proposed in due form.
Bandini then advocated the suspension of Herrera;
but Echeandia opposed so radical a measure, arguing
that the comisario would be so closely watched by the
new officials that he could do no harm, and meanwhile
the charges against him could be investigated by the
supreme government. It is not easy to determine
whether the governor’s opposition was a mere pre-
tence, or whether, while wishing to humble his rival,
he doubted the expediency of suspending him on so
slight evidence. On the first vote, four members were
for suspension, one against it, and one besides the pres-
ident did not vote. Subsequently another member
was called in, the arguments were rvepeated, and Ban-
dini obtained a secret vote in favor of suspension. It
is not unlikely that this result had been prearranged,
and that the arguments of Bandini and Icheandia
were made merely for effect.’ :

Herrera was not suspended, because the candidates

I ’

for treasurer declined to serve, and no suitable person
for the place could be found; but Pablo Gonzalez
was installed as contador from July 23d, and matters
went on much as before, save that Herrera, offended
at the charges of interfering with other officials, now
declined to perform some duties thought to belong to
him* He neglected certain details of gathering sup-

T Leg. ec., MS., 1. 21-101. Tor contador the fernd was, 1. Pablo Clonzalez,
2. Joaquin Estudillo, 3. Manuel Dominguez. For treazurer, 1. José Antonio
Carrillo, 2. José Antonio Estudilln, 3. Antonio Marin Osio.  In the fivst vote
Ortega, Bandini, Carrillo, and Buelna voted for suspension; Rstruda awainst,
and Tapia veserved his vote. Romualdo Pacheco was the suplente called in,
but the final vote was secret, no numes heing given,

$ Appointment of Gunzalez, who spoke Englisly, as contador, July 23d, L. 1.
Ree., MS., 1. G4, 91; Dept. Rec., M., v. 71, Aug. 7th, Echeandia to com.
gen. Says he has forwarded to the sccretary of the treasury the secret in-
vestigations against H., whom the diputacion does not suspend for want of a -
suitable man to take his place. [, v. 135. Sept. 19th. H. to com. gen.

complaining that {2e ministro de hiacicuda fails to answer lis fmportant yues-
tions. Dept. St. Pap., Dea. Co . aud Trces., M., 4. 91,
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G4 ECHEANDIA AND HERRERA—THE SOLIS REVOLT.

plies and serving out rations to prisoners, was sum-
moned before the diputacion on September 19th, denied
the right of that body to question him, but indulged
in a wordy warfare with Echeandia in the legislative
hall. Next day the governor evolved from his inner
consclousness, and caused to be approved by the dipu-
tacion, the theory that the duty of a comisario sub-
principal de hacienda was confined to ‘systematizing
the financial administration,” by reporting on needed
reforms, and keeping accounts of net products of rev-
cnue.” Accordingly he notified Herrera of the result
of his legal studies prompted by the comisario’s mis-
deeds, and ordered him to restore to the habilitados
all their former powers, and to ccnfine his own author-
ity to the narrow limits indicated above. Herrera
thereupon, in obedience as he said to previous instruc-
tions from his superior, resigned his position, leaving
the financial administration wholly in the hands of

the gefe politico, and asking for a passport to go to
Mazatlan, which Echeandia refused. Thus the matter
stood during the rest of 1827, :

9 Leq. Ree., MS., 1. 86-90, 1014, Sessions of Sept. 19th-20th. TEecheandia
supported his new theory with an elaborate avgument. A nexw terna for treas-
urer was proposed, consisting of Santiago Argiiello, Maitorena, and Ignacio
Martinez; but military duties prevented their acceptance.

0 Sept. 23, 1827, gov. to IL. Deyt. Rec., MS., v. 91-2, repeated Sept. 27th.
Sept. 26th, H. to Estrada, announcing his resignation. ["allejo, Doc., AS., i.
110.  Sept. 26th, gov. to Estrada, announcing and explaining the change.
The complaint was in the mattcr of furnishing supplies and rations, and the
theory was that Gov. Argiiello had given up to H. at first powers to which
he was not entitled. 7d., 1. 109. Same date, Echeandianotifies Prefect Samvia
of the change. Arch. Arzob., MS., v. pti. 35-9. Echeandia’s argument quoted
in Vallzjo, Hist. Cal., MS., ii. 1724 E. says in 1829 that H. ‘se suspendidy
tenazmento se negd en el ejercicio de todas sus funciones desde ol dia 26 de Sep-
tiembre de 1827, dejandolas al cargo de este gobierno.’ Dept. St. Pup., Ben.
Mil., MS., Ixx, 19. Sept. 20th, E. to H. Chides him for his refusal to perform
duties belonging to his office, and vefuses a passport. Dept. flec., NS., v. 93.
October, . asks minister of the treasury that the trial or investication of him.
sclf and H. may take place inCal. /d.,v. 130-1. Qct. 1st, B. to comandantes
and prefect on his orders to IT. [il., v.03-4; Dept. St. Pop., M3, ii.41. Qct. 3d,
E.toH. Never told him not to manage the fands entering hisofiice; and if he
persists in resigning the place, the treasury will be injured even more than it
was by his assumption of the habilitados® duties and rights. Dept. Rec., v. 95,
Oct. 11th, H. to .. protesting against the orders which detain him in Cal, If
the treasury interests were injured, it was because he was not allowed to go
to report to his superior in order that the latter might put another man in
his place; and the governor, to whom he was in no way responsible, was the
only one to blame. If charged with criminal acts, he was ready for trial; if

U ]

CHIVE a UMPVERSITY OF CALIFORM
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Nor did 1828 bring any no’mblw change in the sit:
uation. The habilitados attended to the revenues as
ot old, Istrada and afterw ard Vallgjo of Monterey
exercising a kind of supervision, until in November
Manuel Jimeno Casavin, a young man brought to
California by his brothers, the Friars Innum was
appointed by Icheandia as acting comisario, or ’zdmin—
istrator of the revenues, his posmon being similar to
that held by Estrada botor the coming of Herrera; "
and Juan Bandini was appothd at aboub the same
time as subordinate comisario at San Diego. Mean-
while Herrera continued his protests aO*amat being
kept in California; could obtain neither a trial nor a
passport; but made some cfforts to obtain material for
a later prosecution of his advers sary. Echeandia was
gruaﬂy blamed by both the comisario general and the
minister of the treasury for his course towards his
foe; but he defended himself as well as he could in
writing, and insisted on keeping Herrera in the terri-
tory and holding him responsible for all financial ills,
present and prospective.’
not, there was no right to detain him. He wished to enjoy the wise laws of
his country where they were respected and obeyed, and not remain where they
were shawefully transgressed, as he was ready toprove. He also claimed his
arrcars of salary, e having receiv ed only 5196 in'a year, and having to sell
Lis furniture to lkeep alne Dept. St. Pup , M3, ii. 81. OQct. lbth E. to
mn'uuLmtes, alcalides, ete., announcing his action towards H., urging habili-
tados toattend carcfully totheir duties, ande explaining w hy . was notallowed
to depart—that is because ata Jistance it would be Lard to prove 1I.'s frauds or
justify bisownactionor that of the dipntacion. Dept. Rec.,, M3., 101, 103; Dept.
SE. I’rzp,b José, M3, iv, 40-505 Dept. St Pap., Ang., \I‘: i 1. Oect. 25th,
L. to com. gen. Thinks the administration of the revenue by the habiiitados
is injurious, With an administrator, vista, and guard at each port, the
revenue might amount to $50,000 nr\lO 000 dlluu’\“fy Dept. Ree, M3, ¥
139, Nov. 27th, E. tells the comandante that the company officers ]m(l

never been free from responsibility in the matter of finances. fd., v. 105,
B Dept. Ree. - S vi B3, 1335 Leg, Reel, MSL, 10286, Oct, Gth, T Antonio

© Jimeno writes to P. Peyriabout getting for his brother the po:sition of col-

INTERR

lector of customs.  Peyri replies that hc should obtain a certificate of fitness,
and security for £4,000. Terhaps Jimeno did not take possession until Jan.
1, 1820, Tallejo, Doe., AIS., xxx. 308.

2Jan. 11, 1828, gov. to min. of war, Defends himself against charges of
usurpation lny the min. of the treasury.  Some of the charg 3 haul ap; xarcutl)
been printed, for which satisfaction is demanded.” Dept. e . Ms., viL 18-
13, Feb. 22d, H. asks for a passport to go and render his accounts ab Maza-
tlan. St. Pap., Swe., M3, <. 101, Mareh st and April 26th, com. gen. to E.,
bhmm x him and the diputacion for c\cu:clmw their powers, even on the sup-

po~mon that IL. was guilty as charged, in w Lich case a lv:l)Olt should have
Hist. Car, Vor. IlI. 5
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66 ECHEANDIA AND HERRERA—THE SOLIS REVOLT.

A kind of revolt oceurred in the north in October
1828, with which Herrera’s name is connected as
insticator by Alvarado, Osio, and Vallejo, without
the slightest {foundation so far as can be known.
There 1s indeed very little information extant respect-
ing the movement, although I have the statements of
several old Californians on the subject, including two
ol the leaders, José de Jesus Pico and Pablo Véjar.
t appears that on the 8th of October, a large part of
the cavalry soldiers at Monterey, joined by those of
the cscoltas who left their missions, refused to serve
louger unless they were paid, thercupon marching out
ol the presicdio with their weapons. Touching sub-
sequent events, there 1s no agreement amony the nar-
rators, beyond the fact that Lieutenant Romualdo
Pachiceo persuaded the rebéls to return to their duties,
several of the number being put in prison to await

s ’

the decision of the supreme government on their
fute™ Al agree that want of clothing and food was

been sent to Lig superior officer.  I1 is also reprimanded on the same date for
failiug to veport properly en BUs micdecds and othier matters, Deg b0 4 Pap.,
Les. Com. aod Freos ) MS L 06-103. June Llih, 1L to 1. Protests aguinst
wlwkis virtvally Lis arrest, sinee e is not allowed to leave Monterey for Sta
Bahara and S, Dicgo to attend to husiness.  Dept, S Pap., MS., ii. 533
July Tut, [L required by tlie pres. of Mexico to forin a regular accusation
acainst Los nothing tole keptback. L/, Bend Cem. and Treas, 1. 92-30 Aug,
7th, E.osays he did nob intend 1o prevent 11 from travelling by land within
the tenitory.  Lrept. Pee, M3, vio 70, Sept. 15th, E. to con. gren. Says
1% eherge that he and the dipatacion deprived him of his ofiice isfalze. fd.,
vi. 213, Nov. 7th, B evders that 11.% salary be paid punctually. fd., vi.
131, Sumie dude, will not allow him to leave the territory till owdered to o
o by the sup. govt. L., vi. 120, Dee, 4th, Oth, 17th, further correspond-
ence, shuwing that 1L went to 3. Diegd, apparently to make sceret investiga-
tions aguingt his foe, which caused additional complications not very clearly
recevdel. Zd., vi. 148, 150, 154G, 138. » i

¥ Uct. 1825, eseoltas from 8. Luis Obispo to . Juan Bautista kave aban-
doned their posts. Dept. St. Pap., Ben. Pref. y Juzyg., MS., L. 6, 8-9.  Oct.
18th, Felicandia crders comandante of Monterey to bring the rebels to trial
by conrt-martial; but if he cannot n.aster them, to oller a parden. Dept.
11,_»,3:! AR, vio 113, Octl 20th, E. to min. of war. Says the escolins lefs
theie pusts, and with the other troops came with arms in their hands to
demand their pay.  Hopes by the aid of the artillery lately arrived to pre-
vent such disorder; but needs ofiicers. St. Pep, Sae., MS., x. 36-8. Oct.
dlst, Ll to Il Mentions the revolt, and asks that the cuilty ones be par-
doned. Depf. Ree., M3, vio 36, Nov. 7th, comandante of Monterey has
made known to the troops the governor’s Dleasure at their layalty in reject-
ing the proposals by some degenerate militares. Vallcjo, Doc., MS., i, 150.
Jan. 1829, fiscal’s opinion in case of Francisco Soto for the revelt of Oct.
Sth, and other insubordination, then in prison. Thinks the death penalty

3
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? DISCONTENT OFF THE SOLDIERS. 67

the cause ot the rising; and there is no reason to sup-
posc that 1t had any politically personal significance.
There 13 also a vague allusion to insubordination at
San Francisco about the same time, but we have no

. particulavs.™

In 1829 there was a practical cessation of the finan-
cial controversy in its old phases, the situation remain-
g unﬂhann‘ed save that Antonio Maria Osio acted
as comisario dulmn part of the year in the place of
Jimeno, and an t)ppr.r‘rumtv was afforded Ifcheandia
to vid himself of Flerrera by sending him away as a
prisoner for trial, on charves somewhat less unfounded
than that of mismanaging the revenues. Discontent
among the soldiers « ()UU[]UEL] lt,bllltlllg i a revolt
more extensive and uvnplnawd than that of 18283
thouoh not mueh more serious in its results.  Desti-
tution, resulting from non- receipt of pay and rations,
and attributed naturally by the troops to some ault
of’ the governor, was the leading motive of the sol-
diers; the participants in the last revolt, yet ander

should not be inflicted. Dept. 81, Pup., Den. ML, M3, Ixix. 24, Osio, fTist,
Cal.y MRS, 123-5, says 40 soldiers, not ineluding the alder ser rgcants and cor-
parals, marchel 12 Ihu'uu to Coduwnices M., and were induceld to come
back by Pacheeo and the padres, the former u'nring to intercede for their
pardon. Vallejo, IIM Cal., il. 53-3, tells us mu cavalry company went to
Sauzal, eould not agree amonzg th «-m’:r]\u and when Paclieco put himself ag
their lie 1d, they mmu‘cmch Qbr‘ ed Lis order to maveh back to their qum
tors, where they were under arrest for me wy months. Pico, leonterimiontag,
AR, 10, says that 80 men wandered about for a month, when half wen L JLL
and were pardoned.  The vest, the leaders beink TFelipe Arceo, Ruimuado
and Galriel de la Torre, I'alilo V¢ cjar, Jozé de Josus Pico, and I'rancizea Noto,
remained away longer, h.z at last retnrned at the request of their fid Lm1~
and Families, and w1 ere l)uL in prizson. Véjar, Recuerdaos, MS,, 3-9, says he and
another man were sent to Estrada to say that they w ould serve 1o longer
without pay; and that before they returned to duty Estrada pxnmilml Tar-
don and some velief.  Tovre, Reminiscencias, MS., $-9, says that Avces was
leader, and that the re M,L went as far as Sta L1117 8. Juan, and 8. José.
&*‘11'1, Cosrrs o C'nl,, MS., 25-7, saw the rebels form in line near htl husbands
houze to return wit h Padnncn She ~1w\'LJ:1r was theleader, and thatwhile
in prison all were tervified at threats of being put to death. Amador, . mo-
rias, M3., 86, tells us it was a long time PBefore all returned to duw He
and José de Jesus V allejo, Remiais., MS., 13-16, represent the soldiers as
having been in a pitiable state of des titution when they were driven to insub-
ordination. Mention of the affair in Luyo, Vida, MS., 13; Larios, Convul-
slones, MS., 8; Ord, Ocurrencins, M3, , 24,
1t Qct. ’O‘h gov. to min. of war. S¢. Pap., Suc., MS., x. 35-0.

lgirj I ra
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GS ECTIEANDIA AND HERRERA—THE SOLIS REVOLT.

arrest, were rendered reckless by current rumors that
they were to be shot;™ Herrera and some of the
{riars, from motives of personal hostility, were willing
to encourage any movenient dirccted against Echean-
din; and finally the records, without clearly implicat-
ing any prominent individual, leave room for a suspi--
cion that most of the officers at Monterey and San
Ifrancisco were at the least not very earnest in their
opposition to the rebels, though lacking confidence in
their success and courage to take risks.

In June two soldiers revealed to Alférez José Fer-
nandez del Campo a plot of the troops to rise against
the governor and all those de la otra banda, with a
view to put all the offices in the hands of Californians.
The outbreak at Monterey was to take place June
22d, but the plan was revealed on the 18th. The
leader was Joaquin Solis, a convict ranchero, living-
not far from the presidio. Solis was a companion of
Vicente Gowmez, Ill Capador. Like him, he had ren-
dered service in the war of independence, and like
him, had been sentenced to California for brutal
crimes, which, but for his past services, would have
been more severely punished. This revelation strangely
seems to have caused no special sensation. There was
a formal examination of several witnesses, with some
official correspondence. Difficulty was experienced in
inducing any officer to act as fizeal, or prosecutor, and
finally the matter was dropped for reasons not ap-
parent. Stranger still, this affair was ignored in all
the proceedings arising from later troubles.’®

BJune 9, 1829, order from Mexico that the soldiers under arrest for mutiny
be set at liberty, after admonisliment as to their duties. Sup. Gout St. Pal):,
AIS.. vo 120 16 does not appear that this order reached Monterey before the
rising.  The fact that the prisoners began the movement is stated Ly Pico,
<leawt., M3, 10-13; Lario, C'cmzru('siu.'res, MS., 8-10; Avila, Cosas de Cul.,
AL 238

MJune 23, 1820, com, of Mantercy to Echeand/a. Says o conspiracy of the
(_‘:ah%omugus swzminst the Mexicans had been Jdetected, and his men had heen un-
devarms for 3 days, thouch the couspirators had not Jdared to break out. Dept.
Ree. M5 vio 160 June 25th, Alf. Fernandez reported to the com. therevela-
tious of Marjauo Peguero, corporal of artillery, and of private Pedro Guerrero.
Gabriel Espinosa and Raimando de In Torre were named as concerned in the
plot.  The cavalryman, Juan Elizalle, confivmed the statements of Peguere
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REVOLTING TROOPS TAKE MONTEREY. 64

During the night of November 12th—13th, the sol-
diers at I\Iontgrr]y rose and took possession of the
presidio. By a previous understanding, doubtless,
though little or nothing was ever br ouoht to light on
the subject, there was no opposition in any of the
barracks; but some of the men, especially of the in-
f‘mtry seem to have been perm]tLed to remain neutral
by giving up their weapons. The ringleaders were
\Iarlano PLO'HGI‘O Andrés Leon, Pablo Vijar, and
the two bI’Otth’b Puumundo and Gabrld de Lm lolr
thou 'h even of these none would subxequbntly ‘1d—
mit that he entered altogether willingly into the plot,
or that he contemplated fmythmu more serious than
the sending of a represeutatlon to the governor.

_Small parties, each including two or more of the men

named, proceeded to the houses of Vallejo, the acting
commandant of the company, Juan José Rocha of
the artlllr:ry, Sergeant Andrés Cervantes, and of the
acting comisario Manuel Jimeno Casarin, all of whom
were roused from their slambers on one pretext or
another, and were locked up in the calabozo beforc
dawn. Juan B. Alvarado and .José Castro scem also
to have been arrested. No resistance beyond verbal
protest was att empted except that the doors of Va-
llejo and Rocha had to be Lchcd down by Estévan

Fispinosa.”

and Guerrero. Follows a record of preliminary ]enal procecdings, leading to
no intelligible vesult. Dept. St. Pap., Den. Mil., MS. , Ixix. 153-10.0 July Ist,
gov. o com. of Monterey. Orders arresi of Solis, Espinosa, and Torre, and
examination of Elizalde, Guerrero, and Fernando Curiel. Dept. St. Pap., M.,

ii. 96-7; Dept. Ree., M. , vi. 187, July Sth, gov. orders urtillery conu mdante
to redouble his eflorts to. prevent the threatencd rovolt. Id., vil. 193, Sept.
22d, Jos=é T, Castro, alealde, 1ssures Echeandia of the 10‘1lt3 of 8. José, NS¢

Pup Aiss. aned Colon. , M., ii. Sept. 28th, FL[‘D&D&ILI del Campo to al-
calde. Must watch thatno one Laulcq forbidden arms. Falljo, Doc., MS.,
xxix. 419

'"The details of the arrests are given at considerable lenzth in te stimeny
to be referred to later. R. Torre, VLJm Leon, Dolores (nucm Lispinosa, ael
a few artilleryrmien composed the party thet took V allejo. Iic was called on
pretext of an important message just arvived, buts suspecting something, would
not come out; therefore the door was kic l\ed in after consultadon,  eguero,
Véjar, and Espinosa arrested Jimeno.  Several witnesses testified that \lva-

rado :md Castro were iinprisoned. Avila, Coscesde Cal, s, 258, was told by
Véjar at thetime that the chject was to male the oliicers cib mm( quclo and
learn how the soldiers had tolive. Spence, Flist. Notes, MS., 3-7, says Solia
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70 ECHEANDIA AND HERRERA—THE SOLIS REVOLT.

The rebels thus secured Monterey without opposi-
tion, and similar casy success at all other points was
anticipated. There was the usual indulgence i pros-
pective death or liberty as a figure of speech, but
clearly none of the conspirators expected scrious ob-
stacles. A leader was necided, none of the conspira-
tors ranking hicher than corporal, or fecling compe-
tent to take the command. Raimundo de la Torre
wasaccordingly despatched with a sumwmons to Joaquin
Solis, who came in from his rancho on the 14th and as-
sumed the position of comandante general of the Cali-
fornman troops.” I suppose that all this had been pre-
arranged, although Solis and the rest insisted on their
trial, that the conviet general now heard of the rising
for the first time,and he even had the assurance to claim
that he accepted the command to prevent the disor-
ders that would naturally arise from leaving the rab-
ble uncontrolled!

Now that there was a gencral, a plan or pronuncia-
miento was an absolute necessity.  Solis applied for
sach a plam—or, as he afterward tried to make it
appear, for a petition or ‘representation’ to Icheandia,
on existing evils—to José Marfa Herrera. The ex-

took the officers of the presidio hy stratagem.  Alvarado, Ilist. Cel., MS., ii.
148-59, says he and Castro were sleepingin the same room with Vallejo, when
10 soldiers came and marched all three to jail, where they spent the night en
the hare groumd, half-dressed.  Vallejo gob a chance to malke a speech, but
tono avail. The prisoners feared at livst serious results from the reckless
chavacter of the conspirators.  Vallgjo, Tiist. Cul., DS, ii. S6-26, 110-11;1ii.
245, gives a similar narrative to that of Alvarade. Says it was 2 AL ar. when
the soldiers came on pretence of giving him the mail-bag.  They were shub
up with the lowest eriminals, who were however soon released.  He wasmuch
relieved to hear from Jimeno, the last prisoner brought to jail, that the plot
was to overthrow Lcheandia, and not, as hie had fearad, to plunder the town
and flee on one of the vessels in port.  Torre, feminia., MS., 10-21, says his
Lrothers Raimunda and Gabriel were in command of the escoltas of S. M-
gueland 8. Luis respectively, and came with their men and those of S, Anto-
nio and Suledad, arriving on the night of the revolt. Osio, J7ist. Cal., ALS.,
125-51, tellsus that Rocha, Vallejo, and Fernandez del Campo had repeatedly
warned Ieheandia of the danger, without his having paid the slichtest heed.
Viéjar, Recuerdos, M., 9-353, says Eeheandia would certainly have been shot
had he heen in Montercy at the time, as the soldiers considered him Tespon-
sible for all their troubles.

18 Nov. 13, 1829, summens to Solis fo take the command, in Dept. St FPap.,
Ben. AL, MS., Ixxii. 43, signed by Peguero, Leon, Gabriel de la Torre, and
Petronilo Ries.  See also 7d., p. 40, 43, 53, 53.

Triginal fram
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A PRONUNCIAMIENTO, il

comisario was in sympathy with any movement against
the governor. We are told by Osio, Vallejo, Alva-
ado, and others that he was the prime mover in the
revolt, Solis being merely a tool in his hands. T
think this view of the case an exageeration, and that
Herrera, like several others perhaps who were never
“directly 1mplicated, was willing to wait, and even ail
so far as he could in safety.  However this may have
been, the troops counted on him to a certain extent,?
and he at the least dictated the plan, which was writ-
ten at his house by Petronilo Rios, and completed in
the evening of November 15th. Tt was read aloud
to a group of foreigners, including Hartnell, Spenee,
Cooper, Stearns, Anderson, McCulloch, and others
who happened to be present, and who more or less
approved the document, ‘from motives of courtesy,
as David Spence afterward testified. It was read to
the soldiers and approved by them the same night.
Many claimed later not to have been pleased with the
paper, since it was a plan of revolution, and not a
petition for redress of gricvances; but this was an
afterthousht in most cases.
The plan was made to cmbody the grievances of
Herrera, as well as of the troops, and was directed

against Echeandia as the author of all territorial

evils.” The avowed object was to put the territory

3 There are several vague allusions in the testimony to two brazos fuerfes,
on whom dependence was placed.  One was supposed to be 1lerrera, and the
other perhaps Cupt. Gonzalez, or Lieut, Lobato, or Francisco Pacheen,  Soiis
cliimed to have acted in many things on I1.°s advice after he had taken the
command. . in Lis testimony said he first knew of the tronble when in the
night of the 12th he heard a noise in Jimeno’s room next to his own, and

-rushed out sword in hand to defendd Liim.  Next day he was olfered the com-

isaria, but deelined, and advised the rebels to await the arrival of Osio, who
already had the appointment from LEcheandia. He again deelined the office
when offered by Solis.  He wes asked for advice, and gaveib in the intercst of
goad order, He subsequently agreed to dictate the plan ou condition that
the officers should be set at liberty, and with a view to secure respect for the
authoritics, to prevent outrages on persous awl property; in fact, to control
for the good of the territory so far as possible a revolution which he was pow-
erless to prevent. Dept. St. Pup., MS., Ixxii. 714, It is fair to state that
this defence was at least plausible, and that there iz really no evilence of any
weight agzainst its accuracy, except the statements of persons liable to be in-
fluenced by prejudice,

W Solis, Manijiesto al Piublico, ¢ sea Plan de Revalucion, 1829, M:
signed by Solis, Peguero, Leon, Rios, and Gabriel de la Torre. Ins

S. Iftwas
substance,
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72 ECHEANDIA AND HERRERA—THE SOLIS REVOLT.

in the hands of a temporary governor appointed by
the diputacion.  There was no need of a such a revo-
lution, or at-least no reason to expect relief from such
measures; the charges against Iicheandia were grossly
exacoerated, since he was merely a weak man placed
1 eircumstances where a strong man could have done
but little; but the prevalent destitution among the
troops was real, and wds perhaps a sufficient motive

OVE

the document was as follows: The sup. govt, which is ever anxions
for our good, and to which we are ever abedient, sent a governor who has
failed to comply with his instructions; las seandalously abused his an-
thority; has devoted himself to bis own interests ad eomforts and those of a
few men about him; and has paid no attention to the complaints of hungry
and nalked soldiers.  The lusws call for a diputacion chosen Dy the people; hut
the gefe fails fa either convoke that body or to explain his reasons for nos
doing so, and consequently azriculture, commerce, education, and other vital
interests ave grossly neglected. Two yearsago the gov. suspended the comisa-
rio of the revenues for reasons not known, which has resulted in the moss
scandalous mismanagement of the public funds. The aduiinistration of jus-
tice and military diseipline are in a state of detestable abandonment; im-
merality and crime are yaipant; and all results direetly from the ruler’s neg-
lect and lack of vnergy. Therefore, having endured all of misery and neglect;
that is humanly possible, having vesérted in vain to every other expedient,
the troops have vesolved to use foree, and to support the following plan: 1.
The diputacion shall meet in dne form with all its members. 2. When it has
assemnbled Echeandia shall resign all his powers to the dip., which shail
appoint a person worthy of confidence to serve wniil the amival of a new
gefe sent by the sup. govt, who will be immediately recognized. 3. Both
this ayuntamiento (of Monterey) and those of other places will name proper
persons to manage the revenues provisionally in aceordance with the laws. .
The troeps will remain under their old oflicers, if the latter agree to this Plang
otherwise they will choose a sergeant or corporal as comandante, who shall
acknowledge the authority of the gefe appointed by the diputacion. 5. Com-
mandants of troops will apply for pay and supplies to the respective adminis-
trators of revenue appointed as above, and never to missions or private
persons. 6. Only u&culdes may apply to missions for supplies, giv-
ing proper receipts, and delivering the peoduct to the administrators.
7. In very urgent cases the ayuntamiento and administrator may require a
moderate loan from private persons, the amount Leing proportioned to their
means. 8§ Pasons and property to be fully protected, espeeially in the case
of foreigners belengiug to & friendly nation.  (Ilerrera added to this article a
note in his own handwriting which extended the assurance of protection to
the Spaniards already living in the territory-—that is, leaving all further ac-
tion against them for the sup. govt and the new governar to dispose ofl) 0.
An cloquent peroration, in which the pronuneindos declare thas they will never
lay down their arms until their olject is aceemplizhed; thas no violence
will De nsed heyond what is necessary in defence of their vights: thas
there will Le no persccution of opponents; that anxiety may be hanished
fram the minds of all, vitizens or foreigners: that the ol ijees was to redstab-
lish and not to averthrow the government; that ‘the military apparatus which
bas cauzed alarm is enly the eflort of free men against tyranny, and the
use of this lust resource made everywhere o overthrow tyranny Ly soldiers
overwhelmed by misery, weakened by hunger, and fully awakened by the
painful spectacle daily presented {o their eyes of a dear wife and tender
children, naked, and on the point of becoming vietims to indigence.’
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REBEL ORGANIZATION. 73

for mutiny. Tt was natural enough that all existing
evils should be popularly attributed to the ruler , and
could the soldiers have induced some popular and in-
telligent officer to take the command, the movement
would have heen suceessful so far as thL- overthrow of
Echeandia was concerned.

Soon after his arrival at Monterey, § Solis transferred
the imprisoned officers from the calabozo to the ware-
house. Meanwhile Raimundo de la Torre was sent to
San Juan, where he lay in wait for and captured Fer-
nandez del Campo, an officer who at the time of the
revolt was absent on an Indian expedition. His men
joined the rebels, and the leader was brought to the
presidio under arrest. Whether he also was locked
up with the rest does not appear; but in a few week
all the prisoners were released at the intercession nt
foreigners, and'on the advice of Herrera, much against
the \\flbheb of some of the soldiers. V. alleJo and Rocha
were however sent south in the Brockline. Stephen
Anderson carried copies of the plin to Santa Bdrbara
by water, and Meliton Soto, a citizen, was sent south
with letters calculated to advance thc rehel cause,
while Raimundo de la Torre read the plan to the sol-
diers of every escolta from Soledad to San Liuis Obispo.
The ayuntamiento of Monterey, headed by Tiburcio
Clastro, the alcalde, accepted the phn proddlmvd it to
the aqsembled thlZLu‘:, and urged its acceptance by
other towns.® Castro turned over the mumupal
funds, and l‘t*ph,msh ed the rebel treasury by unposing
a tax or loan of a few thousand dollars on the traders,
chiefly forcigners. In accordance with the plan, an
administrator ut revenues was chosen, the position
being oiven to Antonio Marfa Osio, w ho accepted 1t.*
When all had been arranged-at the capital, General

“INov. 16, 1529, Alealde Castro to Solis, in Dept. St. Pap., Den., NS, v.
330-60.

*Nov. 16th, Tiburcio Castro's statement. Depr. St. Pap., Den., M3, v, 358,
In his {iistoria de Califoriia, MS., 143, Don Antonio \anm*'u.xli\ calls at-
tention to the fact that he had Leen previously appointed by Icheandia. ’
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Solis twrned his attention to the north, leaving Fran-
cisco Pacheco in command at Monterey.™
Of the march northward and return we have few

details; but there had been a previous understanding
with the garrison, and neither at San Francisco nor
at any point on the way did Solis encounter opposition.
The northern tour consuried about a month, to De-
cember 20th.  The ayuntamiento of San José aceepted
the plan as the best means of securing peace and or-
der; or at least so I interpret a letter of Alealde Ar-
chuleta, which that dignitary perhaps intended to be
vague and unintelligible. At San Juan and Santa
Clara Solisreceived supplies and woney to the amount
of a few hundred dollars; but Padre Duran at Mission
San José, not 1n the comandante’s route, declined to
contribute, on the ground that Lie had no official knowl-

B Nov. 21st, Pacheeo to Solis.  Says he is not capable of uniertaking the
command, having neither talent nor disposition forit; hut he was willing to
serve s country in any possible way.  The followiis izems ave from the «ari-
atements made fromn memory: Pablo Vijar, Zecuerdas, A8, 9-17,
he had for a weel the key of the comisaria, where there was o large box of
silver coin, which fact he did not reveal, fearing the men wonll seize the
mouney anl give eolor to a charge that they hal rebelled for plunder. Ile
claims to have been a leader with Torve at fivss, Osio, /ist. Cal., MS., 143-0,
tells us that Casiro was foreed to lend 1,00 of the munieipal funds, and thas
e, Osio, distriluted over £3,000 in effccts to the troops. He arrived the
same day as Solis, and helped to secure the release of the prisoners.  Estévan
de I Torve, Reminis.. M3, 12-14, gives some details of the capture by his
Lrother of Pernandez del Campoat 8. Juan. Vallejo, /lisf. Cal., MS., ii. 85-90,
attributes his release to the elforts of the foreimmers headed Ly David Spence,
e says Sergt Cervantes was also sent south in the Brookline. José do Jesus
Pico, Jeont., M3., 10-13, says he was sent to intercept the mail at Soledad
and to lving away the guacd, sneeceding in both undertzkivgs.  Gonzaler,
Leealuctonrs, MS,, 1-3, gives a ricf aceount of the whole alfair,” Rolinson,
Life in Cal., G0-70, says that Solis seized about $3,000 in the comisarfa, and
levied o contribution on the inh:ibitants. James O. Pattie’s version of the
Solis revolt is prrhaps worth presenting apart.. That partrelating to this st
phase of the aliair at Monterey is as follows: In January 1830 (the date is
wrong) my aequaintances informed me on landing ‘that there was a revolu-
tion in the evuntry, a pavt of the inhabitants having revolted against the con-
stitnted authovities.  The revolted party scemed af presentlikely to gain the
aseendeney.  They had promised the English and Americans the same piv-
fleges and liberty in regavd to trade on the coast that belonged to the native
citizens, npon the eondition that (hes: people aided them in their attempt to
gain their freedom by imparting advice and funds. T readily appropriated a
patk of my liitle store to their use, and I would fain have accompaniced them
in hopes to liave one shot at the general with my rifle.  But my countrymen
said it was enough to give counsel and funds at fivst, and it wonld Le best to
zee low they managed their own affairs before we committed ourselves by
taking an active part in them.” Puttie's Nar.,, 222,
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SAN FRANCISCO. 75

edge of any change in the government. e was per-
hap.a. the only man m the 1101*th who ventured to ques-
tion the duthuuty of Solis.* At San I'rancisco Solis
and his atmy were received with an artillery salute;

the whole garrison promptly joincd the rebel cause;

José hamhvz was made comandante instead of \Lu‘

tinez; and that is practically all that is known on the
subjpct »

At San Francisco Solis tried to induce Lm Ar-
guello to take the chief command of the rebel forces.
There is no documentary evidence of this fact, but it
15 stated by many of the Californians.  The effort was
natural; and José Fernandez says that the offer was
made n his presence, Solis urging Argiicllo’s accept-
ance, and P‘LUIDI\IH“‘ to retive hlu]\uh, so that Don
Liuis nught not have to associate with a convict. DBut

ZiNov. 22d, Seolis anpounces that he iz meatr S. Juan, and his men need
cIDthing. Dep!. St. Pap., Don., -L\ v. 3b0. Nowv. 23th, Alealde Archuleta
scems to accept the plan. /d., v. 337-8. Amonnts of money obtained, Si40
at S, T*nn, S100 at Séa Clar 1, nnd 200 at R Josd [Ir},r' St. Pap., Lea. L,
ALS., Ixxii. 46, Nov. 26ih, Solis, ab Sta Clara, toayunt. of 5. er Muzt
have#100 from municipal IIIL'I ar nearest mission in ululu to resume his maveh.
S. Jasé, ek, MB., v 14 Nov, 33th, L to fil. from S. ['.. aznin demands
monuv to :.Ipply the troops, Jd:, vi. 15, Dee. Ist, . Duran deelines (o give

2090 for a comandante geaeral i huelum of whose as uhonty lie knows nmhm .
[rl vi. 17. Dece.tth, Utu Bolis, at 8. Francizeon, to the ayunt., argaing the case
as against P, Duran, Tlie heautics (af the plan and the dutics uf :11] Tncludis ng
txl.ua, uneler it are enrnestly set forth, Zd., vi. 12, L. Dee. Gt \uh back
at Sta Clara, gives receipt for 3102 of the tithes of 8. José, 1n|1 SZO)M Sta
Clara. Id., ii. 4. Dee. 11th, Solis, at La Lagana, with complaint against the
alealde of 3. Jusé for nothing in particalar. /d., i. 3.

2 %D, 19, 1830, Mavtinez writes to Lchmmln that on Nav. 13, 1529,
‘Olia was about to attack S, Francisco and hcpu parcid to resisé him, but faund

the troops so demoralized and so disposed to jain Solis that he vas unh'md nob
to aceopt the plan, but to remain neutral and awaib results.  Nov. JJm lis
wag ordered to deliver the military ecommand to Jos¢ Sanches and the habili-
tacion to Irancisco Sanchez, aud nl:c- to remain in his house as a puisonci.
Lept. St. Pap., MS., ii. 120, It would seem that on the final approach of
ali Aartinez lmd \omp idea of resistance, for Nov, 19th he wrote to 3. Jus!,

azking for a vcénforcement of 10 vecinos. 8. José, ok, M3, 1033, In Peb.
fm(l Marel 1830 Cor poral Joeaquin lifia, who Liad been in ¢ ummuml of the ar-
tillery in the past Nov., was accused of inselene: to Martinez on Nov. 251 ih,
when he came by order of \ulL, then at the mission, to demand anm: mmhiu.x
for a salute.  Piga denied the J_\oknca, butin turn accuse Al ‘\I artiner of hav-
ing approv ed the plan when it was first read, Nov. 2lstor 22d, anlof having
sent to Solis a written swrvender of the presidin, much to il}c d1= sust of Pml.
but with the approval of Francisco de Ifaro. Dept. St. Pap., Den. JAGL, MS.,
Ixxi. 21-S. All of the Californian writers mention the L\pclltmu to 8. Fran-
cisco, but none aive details,  Osio, however, says that Solis mect with no op-
position from Martinez.
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76 ECHE.—\XDI'A AND ITERRERA

Areticllo, while admitting that he would rejoice at
the overthrow of Iicheandia, had no disposition to
head a revolution, and I)Cl’ﬂHt”d i hisrefusal. A part
of the San rancisco garrison w as Incorporated in the
ariny of Solis, but most of the men deserted at. San
José on the march to Monterey.

On his return Solis received d(ﬁpatchw warning him
to make haste or Santa Bidrbara would be lost to the
cause. Accordingly after a short stay at the capital,
he began his march southward with over one hundred
men, Ciabriel de la Torre commanding the cavalry and
Lidzaro Piita the artiller y. Beyond the facts that the

army was at San Migy uel December 28th, got plenty of
aupl)hts at each mission, and was in Ruch «omod spirits
at Santa Inés that the men refused to accept the gov-
ernor’s indulto which met them at that point, we Imv
plmtuall'\; no details respecting the march.  Thus far
all went well; but the leadur had no ability, nor control
over his men; the army had no elements of coherence,
and would fall apart of its own weizht at the .511011tc\t
obstacle; yet if success should take the form of a hole,
the fragments might fall into it.*

Tet us now turn to the south. Ttcheandia heard
of the Solis revolt November 25th, or a day or two
carliecr.  On that date he revealed 11L to the officers and
people 1n a cireular, stating that he had convoked a
councl of seven UﬂlCCl’§ Who were asked for a frank
opinion whether his mlo was satisfactory, and what
changes if any could be advantageously made in the
adnmnxthmun The response was unanimous that
he was a good governor, though Juan Malarin was
named as thu best man tur du, revenuc department.

% The march south. nl‘fﬂxle'xt‘ou of the avmy, trifling details. Dept. 8¢,
Pap., Ben. Mil., M3, lsxii. 41, 43-6, 76- 7, and scattering.  Jan. 13, 1530,
Alealde Soberanes writes hmn \[omue" that Le has notico of Solis passing
[arisima on Jan. 10th, and that Pachee 0 is awaiting Lim at Lo C ml-._mm
with 200 men. S. Irm Adreho, MR, L 070 Usio, fitst. C'wl., MS., 147, men-
L ioms it ab Mo mterey hulh sliowed an inclination to give up the command;

that his ald eompacion Antonin Avila threatencd to appose him if he con-
Lu]u(‘«l to be the tool of Herrera; and that a sereeant of artidery went south

it is army with the express purpose of Letraying him (Lizavo Pida %), as he

d:d.
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Conqu iently he declares that the adherents of Solis,
if they do not lay down their ars and leave the au-
thorities fie ce, shall be decmed traitors and acco-
plices of the 51)&111\11 invaders at Vera Cruz.” Two
days later Echeandia reported the matter to the min-
ister of war, announcing that he would start north in
a few days to retake the capital. He declared his
bulu,t that Herrera was at the bottom of the revolt,

hoping to gratify personal hatred, to avoid the ren-
dering of accounts and exposure of his frauds, and
either to escape by some vessel, or more likely to
declare for Spain or North Amerh an adventurers.
Echeandia does not fail to make the affair a text for
discourse on the difficulties of his position, and the
urgent need of aid from Mexico.”® He left San Diego
on December 1st and reached Santa Birbara the lath

after having made a arrangements on the way for re--

enforcements to come from Los Angeles, and for a
meeting of the diputacion, as elsewhere leLuul

At San Diego the rebellion obtained no foothold;®
but at Santa Barbara i in the early days of Dcrelnb(,r
before Echeand{a’s arrival, the garrison rose much as
at Monterey, and held the p1c>1dlo for nearly two
days. The outbreak seems to have taken place just
after the arrival of Meliton Soto with despatches from
the north on the 2d. The coming of such a messenger
had been expected, and a rising had been planned
sinee the beginning of November. It was now settled

7 Now. ¢ 5 1829, Echeandia’s cirenlar. Depf. Rec., MS., vii ‘357.

B Nov. 27, 1919, E. tomin. of war. St. Pup., Sac, M5, x. 33-5. Heis
hard pressed Ly numerous datics, the diffienlty of mamtamm'r harmony with
(‘haLLuul \Immeh friurs, the fear of a neophyte uprising, the uxml want of
funds, dlmmltua of .communication, cte.  He wantzs pfficers, troaps,
Pr 1cst= 1 011-4 and above all, just now 30 men from Sonova t0 Laml_»lhh Cculnl-
munication by land.

H Nov, 24, 1827, Echeandla orders the comandante to sunmon the militia
in case of necd o serve alamh' Solis. freps Ree., M3, Vil 2380 Deel BUth,
Argiicllo assures I, thatall at &n Diego ave oppesed to the plan and Ldeter-
mined to support the govt. D, £ SE [u,A AR, i 920 Seref José Maria
Medrano was : ceused by P ‘\I(m mh aof savine "lmn Lie hadupu ted the out-
break sinee July, awl t! bt [m:l he Leen ac -l« mterey he would have favored
the plan; but aftor in.esiiz tion the PL\ we's tesameny was doubted, and
Medrano seguitted as a f. dtatal sollicr
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that the discharee of a musket at midnight of the 3d,
eve of Santa meam should he the bwnal but an
accidental discharge hmughu on the outbreak prema-
turcly at 11 & . Romualdo Pacheco, acting com-
andante, and Rodrigo del Pliego were seized and
placed under arvest in Pacheco’s hou% cuarded by a
unpnml and cizht soldiers.  Sergeant Dimaso Rod-
riguez was perhaps the leader ()f the rebels, or per-
hap\, as he alterward claimed, only prdcended to be so
to preserve order.  No \fmlcncc, was done to persons
or property. A distribution of warchouse cffects was
proposed, but was postponed until the soldiers of the
mission guards should come to claim their sharve. The
quelling of this revolt was a simple matter.  The offi-
cers were released by Rodricuez and a few others, on
the 4th, acainst the wizhes of many. Pacheco easily
won over a fow soldiers, marched to the barracks next
day, and advised the troops to return to their alle-
srance m«l duty.  They were given until 9 p. 3 to
think of the nmttor. and they deemed 1t best to sur-
render, after six of the number, prvsunmhl\( the lead-
ers, whom only Pacheco had thuau ned with arrest,
had been oiv en time to run away with Meliton Soto
for the north.? 7

Echeandia put Santa Bidrbara in the best ponqb]e
state for detence. He obtained reénforcements of men,

#The Lest aceount is given in the testimony of the artilleryman Miximo
Guevea, Jepd. St Pap.y Dren. Vil M3, Issii. 65-7. e pames as impli-
eated in e revolt and in the re vieus 11 ns: Didmaso Radriguez, Antonio
Guevara, Vieente Rico, Joaguin Cotn, Martinez, and himself, who were the
6 who van away; alse Just Maria Perez. Luciano Ir¢lix, and Bx-slealde Fer-
naudu Tico, who spuke of Anustasio Carillo as the plmlu_h\c comalante.
Hoto in his testimony, fil., G223, clajwed to have had nothing further to do
with the plot than, lavin, r]:uwm 3 in the sonth, to carry Jctters for Solis,
reeeiving $3) for tle ervice.  Heavas back at Mon? erey Lefore Solis ;tntnl
for Sta Divbare, Cong alez, Laperivacies, NS, 26-0, who was alealde of Sta
Bavhara ot the tise, gives a verzion age cing with t!mt of Guerra, so far as it
goes, Dec. 8th, Echoondia at = Gabriel wrote about the revolt, stating that

todrignes was raid to bave only mumﬂ( d Lo nccept the Lummanxl that Pa-
cheeo had rewained eontrol by {he aid of vitizeng, and that he was in pursuit
of wounded (7) mutincers. Depf. Bee, , MS., vil. 250, Slight mention in St
Pap., Sae., M8, 5. 56, Mrs Owld, 0 uurmzm AS., 25-32, tells us that all

the av lnlm-\' revolted except Carporal Ba u'ﬂdo who took refuge in the com-
andantd’s Liouse.
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CAMPAIGN OF SANTA BARBARA, 70

animals, and supplies from the pmblo and missions,™
stationed Pacheco with about ninety soldiers at Cienc-
guita, two or three mniles from the mission, and awaited
the approach of the rebel forces. The 7th of Jan-
uary, 1830, he issued a proclamation, in which he called
upon the I \Iomercy msuroents to surrender on condi-
tion of full pardon and liberty, except to the leaders,
who would be mm]m nuprhc)n*d until their paulon
could be obtained from Mexico. He believed the re-
volt to be due to the selish aims and the erimes of
Herrera, who had deceived the troops; and he warned
them that in opposing him they were really in rebel-
lion against the republic, a state of things that could
lead only to bloed and rain.®  Next day he received
a conununication from Solis, dated at Santa Inds or
Ruﬁlg‘in the 7th, i which he was called upon to
give up the command in accordance with the plan.
Im answered 1t the same day with a vefusal.  He or-
deved the rebels to present themselves ulmmvd for
surrcnler, and renewed the avgwent azainst Herrera
clanning that the troops liad received two tlm ds of
thewr pay, and that there had been no complaint to
him.®
None of the Solis men JL(‘LPLC‘fl the first offer
pardon received at or near Santa Inds. No obstac L;.s
had yet been encountered, and this revolt was so
planlwl as to overeome ev u\ﬂlmn clse. It was yet
hoped that the Santa Birbara n.un‘;ommnht join the
movement, and the rebel army marched bravely on to
Dos Puceblos, even coming in s]uut of the foe on ﬂ
13th. Pacheco and Lis men llllUlLLhJ_LPlY exceuted ¢

~
~
—ty

31 Thirty-one citizens went from Angeles, Dept. St Pap., Ben, 301, AIS.,
Ixxiil. 60-1. Dec. 20ih, Feheandia directs padres of Sta Inés and Purisina
to cend to Sta Birhara all pmll capable of hearing arms; also all spare ani-
mal:, amd ~up1-1 s tokeep thom from the hands of the vebels, Dept, fice, NS,

. Jan. 5, 1830, L orders alealde of Angelesto sendmrnied and monntad
citizens., [id., ¥iii. 2. Pacheeo’s advane awrd consisted of 30 of the Maza-
tlan company, § artillerymen, 30 of the ilar presidial company wider Alf.
Pliego, 20 of the 8. Dicwo emmpany nnder Alf. Rumirez, and about 100 neo-
phytes with bows and arvews. St Puji, Sae, \1‘ X, Jb.

32Jan, 7, 1530, proclamation. Dejt, Tee. , M8, viid, 4.
B I, viil, 47,
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change of hase to prevent being cut ofl—that is, they

retreated from Ciencouita as | (st as their legs would
carey them, and took. refuge in the presidio.®  Solis
scems to have come somewhat nearer Santa Barbara,
bat we know little 1o detail respecting what oceur red

for three days. Echeandia wrote to the minister of

war: “On the 13th the rebels came in sight of the divi-
sconciter of govermment troops, and from that time
by their movements and frivolous correspondence en-
deavored to gain a victory; but knowing the useless-
ness of their resources and the danger of brlno* cut off
on their retreat, they fled prulplta’cehr at dusk on the

15th in differcut dircetions, spiking their cannon, and
losing twenty- \1\111ul\\'hﬂ have auepueel’theeruZi’o v
The last act of Solis before runuing away was to an-
nounce that his men were rea«ly for a ﬁO’ht and would
never surrcuder until they got their pay.® The rebel

chieftain deseribed the cvents at Santa Bdrbara thus:
“Having taken a position between the presidio and
mission, I found 16 impossible to enter either one
or the ot-her, the first because it was fortified, the

“second beeause nf' the walls pierced with loop- holes {or

musket-fire, and of all the people within, so that I
knew we were going to lose, and this was the motive
for not e\p«mun UIL troops b\' cntwmq wrote
me that the general had ordered Portilla to march
with 130 men to QUIPIISL us, and seeing myself with-
out means of defence for want of mumtmns I deter-
mined to spike the cannon, and retire with my army

to fortify mysclf in Monterey—Io qgue verifiqué al mo-

#The vetreat is definitely stated only hy Ord, Ocurrencias, 8., 20-30;
Gonzalez, Erpericaries, M3, 27-0; and Pico, seont., M., 1(l~13_ but all are
ood antloritics.

8 Jan. 26, 18390, Eclheandin o min. of war. Sr Puap., Sae., MS., x.
58, Ile says the 1nmmnt of the fugitives had to be suspended teniporarily ab
Purfsima. A\ list of 28 soldiers, who at this time surrendered themselves, is
piven in Dept. St Pap., Dee. 201, M3, Texvi, 23,0 Jan. 16th, 15 apnounces the
surrender of the 266 and his Impcs of final success. Some additional corre-
spandence of minor importanee, from Jan. Sth to 1Sth. Dept. Rec., MS., viii.
T0 Jan. Lith; Pachieeo tells 1 that lie has gained anadvantage over the foe.
Ld., viii. 83,

T, 15th, Rolis from *Compo Nacienal " to E. Dept. St. Pap., Ben., MS.,
i, 4. e was willing, however, to Lave o Lonlucnce
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mento.””  Dr Anderson wrote to Captain Cooper:

“You would have laughed had you been here when the
gentlemen from your quarter made their appearance.

- All the people moved into the presidio, except thirty

women, who went bag and baggage on board the
Funchal. The two parties were in sight of each other
for nearly two days, and exchanged shots, but at such
a distance that there was no chance of my assistance
being needed. About thirty have passed over to this
side. The general appears to be perplexed what to do
with them. He seems as much frightened as ever.”®
All my original witnesses state that cannon were fired,
but give no particulars save the important one that
nobody was hurt. Several represent the army of
Solis to have fled at the first discharge of Pacheco’s
guns. At any rate, the rebel force fled, pursued at
not very close quarters, scattering as they advanced
northward, and wholly disbanded before they reached
the capital, where singly and in groups they soon
took advantage of the renewed offers of pardon. The
campaign of the south, and the battles of Santa Bdr-
bara, Cieneguita, and Dos Pueblos—the first in which
Californians were pitted against Californians—were
over. _

On the 18th Echeandfa summoned the soldiers of
the north,.that is, those who had surrendered, before
himself, Carrillo, and Zamorano. Each one was inter-
rogated about the charges made in the plan. Each
declared that there were no grounds whatever for

7 Jan. 20th, Saolis, at 8. Miguel, to José Sanchez. Depi. St. Pap., MS., ii.
118,  Solis at this time claimed to have over 100 men left, and to be confident
of success. He hal only 40 men when he reached Soledad. Id., Ben. Mil.,
lzxii. 46.  Jan. 15th, 16th, 18th, 2Sth, E. to Pacheco. Instructions about
the pursuit of the rebels, and the retaking of Montevey. Depf. Rer., M3, viil.
85-00.

35 Jan. 24th, Dr Anderson to Cooper. Vallejo, Doc., MS., xzx. 7. The af-
fair as reported at Monterey and reported Ly Pattie, Narr., 225, was as fol-
lows: ‘A continual firing had been Lept up oun both sides during the three
days, at the expivation of which Gen. Solis, havinyg expended his ammunition
and consumed his provisions, was compelled to withdraw, having sustained
no loss, except that of one lLorse, from a sustained action of three days!
The cannon-balls discharged from the fort upon the enciny had so little force
that persons arrested them in their course without injury.’

Hist, Carn., VoL, III. 6
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2 ECHEANDIA AND HERRERA—THE SOLIS REVOLT.

complaint; whereupon the governor showed docu-
ments to prove that in 1829, one month With_another,
the soldiers had received two thirds of their full pay.*
On the 2-4th the Brookline arrived at San Diego with
Vallgjo and Rocha, the Monterey prisoners, and the
same day or the next there came the news that the
capital had been retaken. Pacheco was already on
his way north to assume the command at B%[onterey.*"
On the 26th, Echeandia reported all he had done to
the supreme government, and did not fail to utilize
the occasion by expatiating on California’s great dan-
gers and needs,”

The recapture of Monterey was effected January
20th, largely by the aid of the foreign residents. Tt
was feared that Solis and his men, defeated at Santa
Biirbara, would devote their efforts to plunder, and
it was deemed prudent to act bLefore their return.
There was no more difficulty in bringing about this
movement 1 favor of Echeandia than in effecting the
original revolt against him; yet David Spence in-
dulged in a little Mexicanism when he wrote of the
affair that “with the firm resolution of death or vie-
tory, like bold British tars, we steod it out for twelve
days and nights.”*  Malarin, Munrds, Alvarado, and
José de Jesus Vallejo were most promineut amony

those who aided the forelomers; and the citizens of

San José seem to have seut a party to assist in the
resstablishment of the regular government.®  Fran-

¥ Dept. St. Pap., MS., ii. 120-1.

® Arrival of Vallejo and Rocha. Dept. St. Pap., Ben. Cust.-IT., MS.. iii.
53. It iserroneously stated by some that. these prisoners first caried the
news of the revolt to the sonth, Jan. 25th, Echeandia to Francisco Pacheco,
in reply to the latter’s announcement that order has been restored at Mon-
terey. Dept, Rec., M3, viii. 12,

tJan. 25th, IS, to min. of war. St. Pap., Sac., MS., x. 56-8.

2 Feb. 4, 1830, Spence to Iartaell. Fedlejo, Doe,, AIS,, xxx. 190

 Meliton Soto in his testimony stated that Cooper’s house was the head-
quarters, whence he went with Alvarado, Santiagn Moreno, Alealde Sober-
anes, and several citizens and foreigners to take possession of the artillery
barracks at 7 ov 8 p. 3. Dept. St Pap., Ben. ALl MS., Isxii. 64 Galindo,
Apuntes, ALS., §-13, tells us that the alealde of 8. Fosé sent 45 men, wlo
arrived at midnight and surpriscd the garrison.  Pattie’s account of cvents
at Monterey, from the time that Selis marched for the south absurdly in-
accurate in many respecis—is as follows in substance: Salis marched on

UMIVERSITY OF CALIFORN

Phedb b § ferd



Generated for anonymous on 2014-07-15 19:33 GMT / http:/hdl.handle.net/2027/uc2.ark:/13960/t3gx4524p

Public Domain / hitp://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd

END OF THE REVOLT. 83

cisco Pacheco was apparently still left in command,
and Solis’ men as they came straggling in were par-
doned and incorporated in the garrison. Hight or

‘ten of the ringleaders failed to present themselves,

and patrol parties were sent out to find them. Solis
himself, concealed near his rancho, was taken by a
company of thirty men under Antonio Avila. This
man was a convict companion of Solis and Gomez,
and he undertook the capture on a promise from
Spence and Malarin to obtain from him a passport
for Mexico. Neither Echeandfa nor his successors
could grant the pass, and Avila had to stay in Cali-
fornia.*# . Just after the capture of Solis, early in
February, Romualdo Pacheco arrived with a force

March 2Sth with 200 men. Echeand{a had no knowledge of the revols. The
insurgents were so elated at their victory at 8, F. that they were sure of suc-
céss, and decided to expel all Americans and® Englishmen. Capt. Cooper’s
father-in-law, Ignacio Vallejo, reported this to the foreizners, and at a con-
sultation it was decided to send to Kcheandia notice of the impending
attack on him at Sta Barbara, which was done suceessfully by means of a
letter forwarded by a trusty runner. April-12th news came of the hattle
and reireat. ‘The name and fame of Gen. Solis was exalted to the skies.’
‘The elimax of his execllence was his having vetreated without the loss of a
man.” Capt. Cooper rolled out a barrel of rum, and when the admirers of
Solis were sufficiently drunk, they were locked up, 50 in number, and the
rest of the inhabitants took sides against Solis. *Huzza for Gen. Echedio
and the Americans! was the prevailing ery.” There were 39 foreigners who
signed the rolls, and Capt. Cooper was chosen commander. They spiked the
cannon of the castle, except 4 which they carried to the presidio; broke open
the magazine for powder and ball; and stationed sentinels for miles along the
road. The Spanish people were all locked up at night to prevent possible
comrhunication with the approaching general. In a few days Solis drew
near; the Americans waited at their guns with lighted matches until the
army was at the very gates, and then ordered a swrrender. The soldiers
obeyed, but Solis with 6 officers fled. Six Americans, of whom ’atiie was
orderly sergeant and commander, armed with rifles, were at once sent in pur-
suit to bring back the fugitives dead or alive. Minute details are given.
Neveral shots were exchanged; one American was wounded, and a Mexican
killed, with 4 bullets through his body; but the rest smrendered and were
brought back to Monterey, where the American flag floated until Echeandia
arrived! Paftic’s Narr., 223-0.

** Spence, Osio, Vallejo (M. G. and J. J.), Alvarado, and others mention
the promise to Avila; but most of them state that the promise was kept,
Ezheandin granting the pass and £300 in moeney. Fernandez even speaks
of Avila as subsequently becoming a brigadier in Mexsico. I have before me
Avila’s petition to Gov. Figueroa in 1333, narrating the Solis capture.
Dept. St. Pap., Ben. ALil., M3, Isxv. 13. Botello, dnales, A3, 33, men-
tions Avila as being at 8. Buenaventura in 183S. For some reason unknown
to me, the Californians are disposed torvegard Avila very favorably, represent-
ing him as sent to Cal. for political offences merely; bit in the records he
stonds as *a vicious man of very bad conduct, who took part in various mur-
ders and assaults on travellers,” He was sentenced on Aung. 24, 1824, and
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- 84 ECHEANDIA AND HERRERA—THE SOLIS REVOLT.

from the south, and took the command. Herrera
was now put under arrest m his own house.

Now followed the formal investioation and trial of
the imprisoned leaders. It was carried on at Mon-

terey and Santa Bdrbara, by Zamorano, Pacheco, TLo-

bato, and Plicuo, under instructions from Echeandia,
and extended from January to June. The testimony *
I have utilized in the preceding narrative, and it re-
quires no further notice except in a single point. The
evidence respecting the revolt was clear enough; but
nearly all the troops were implicated; few men of any
class had shown real opposition to the movement in
the north; a rising of soldiers with the object of get-
ting their pay was not a very serious offence from a
military point of view; and pretty nearly everybody
had been included in the various indultos offered. In
fact, the criminal case was hardly strong enough to
suit Jicheandia’s purposes respecting Herrera, the only
ouc of the accused for whose fate he cared particu-
larly. A more serious charge was needed, and grounds
for it were casily found.  After their defeat at Santa
Bivbara, Solis and one or two of his men, wishing to
gain the support of the padres, like drowning men
-clutehing at straws, talked about raising the Spanish
Hag. It was casy to prove these ravings of the sol-
diers, and the tholish remarks of Padre Luis Martinez
at San Luis Obispo.  Particular attention was siven
to this phase of the matter in the investisations A
revolt 1n favor of Spain would sound ‘.-"cr:V differently
in Mexico from a rising of hungry soldiers again.‘;t

came on the Vorelos in July 1825, Prov. St Pap., Bea. AL, MS., 10 2:
Lept. St Pag,, Bea, 301, M., Vi 3. .

BSolis, Peveeso dnstruilo contra Jonquin Solis y afros Revolucionarios de
1520, A3, These doctments do nod eontain the final sentence under whicl
the prisemers wore senb away.

PP TR-105 of the Proceso noticed in the last note are entitled “duins
g celareen que el 6hjeto de le faceion de Solis era e pronwiciirse en juvor Jdel
Gobivrna Espaiol. Meliton Soto, Raimuudo de Ia Torre, and Miximo Guerra
were said to have spoken in favor of a grite for Spain; and a letter of Solis,
dated Jan. 17, to P Arroyo de Ia Ciesta, was produced, in which he an-
nouneed Lis purpose to raise the Spanish flag, asked Tor o neopliyte foree to
aild bim, and said that the southern padres had agreed to the plan. p. 88.
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their local chief, and Echeandia hoped he wisht now
safely send Herrera out of the territory.  Respecting
the banishment of Padre Martinez, I shall speak in
the following chapter.®

On May 9, 1830, the American bark Vilunteer,
John Coffin Jones, Jr., master, sailed {rom Montercy
with fifteen prisoners on board to be delivered at San
Blas. Herrera was confined to a room constructed
for the purpose on deck; Solis and the rest were in
irons.®  We have no particulars about the reception
of the prisoners by the Mexican authorities, but it is
certain that they were discharged from custody with-

out punishment.” Three at least of the soldiers,
Torre, Vjar, and one of the Altamiranos, found theiv
way back to California in later years; while Herrera,
m spite of all Echeandia’s accusations and precautions,
was soon sent back, as we shall see, to take his old
position as conusario de hacienda. California’s first
revolution was over, and little harm had been done.®

T Feh. 23, Echeandia reported to min. of war the pacification of the terri-
tory, beczed most earnestly foraid, and announced the facs that the revolation
had really been in theintercsts of Spain. St Pap., See., 3., x. 61-3. April 7th,
order from Mexico that Solis and his seven companions le tricd for treason.
Also thanks to E. for having suffocated the vevolt. Sup. Gort St. Pep., MS.,
vi. 5. Miscellanecus communieations respecting the trial in addition to those
contained iu the Proceso, in Dept. St Pap., MS., ii. 127-130; Dept. I2ec., ALS.,
viii. 13, 22, 32, 36, 78.

#May 7, 1830, veceipt of Jones for the 13 prisoners, as follows: José
Maria Hervera, Joaquin Solis, Meliton Soto, Serapio Escamilla, Ruimnndo Jde
la Torre, Pablo Véjar, Victoriano Altamirano, Gonzalo Altamirano, Leonardo
Arceo, Mariang Pegnero, Andrés Leon, Mdximo Guerra, Antonio Guevara,
Gracia Lavios, Inds Polanco. Depf. St Pap., Ban. Mil., Als., lxxil. 17-18.
Sailing of the 1elunfeer on May Oth. Id., Ixii. 28, Tattie, Nurr., 23529,
also sailed on the Felunterr, and names Capt. Wun. II. Hinckley as having
been on board and leaving the vessel at 3. Blas. The prisoners veached Tepic
AMay 220, Guerra, Doc., MS., vio 120, Those helonging to the Monterey cav-
aby company were dropped from the company volls in IS36.  Dept. S, Pujs.,
Len. Ml AR, Iexxil. 63, Rix other men had been sent away from Sta ihir-
bara in February ia the Emily Marshwn, 3 of them, Joaquin Gareia, José ML
Arenas, and Antonio Peiia, for complicity in the Solis affair. Dept. Pec., M3,
viii. 74.

#3 Tarre, Reminis., N3, 19-21, says that his brother Raimundo was tried
by court-martial and acquitted; whereupon the rest were discharied without
trial. :

¥ The Selit revolt is described more or less fully in the following narratives,
in addition to such as have been cited in the proceding pages: Aweide, Cosas,
M., 23-8; Buudini, Hisd. Cal., MS., 71-2; Amador, Mem., MS., 86-00; Ier-
nandez, Cosas de Cal., M3, 39-G4; Pice, Hist, Cal., N[5, 20; Castra, L2,
MS., 19-23; Pinto, dpunt., MS., 2; Vaidis, Mem., MS., 18-20. Ivis men-
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56
Respecting the management of the revenues in

1829-30- there is little or nothing fo be said beyond
noting the fact that Osio, Jimeno, and Bandini are
mentioned as comisarios during 1830, without much
regard to chronology. It would seewm that after the
revolt Jimeno was restored to his old position, and
that Bandini was appointed before the end of the year,
though there is inextricable confusion, not only in
dates, but in the offices of comisario, administrador,
and contador.™

tioned in print by Mofras, Fxplor., i, 203-4; Petit-Thouars, Foy., ii. 90-1; La-
fond, Voy., 209; Pickett, in Shuck’s Rep. Mea, 227; Wilkes, Nair., v. 173-4;
Capron, Mist. ('al., 37-8; Tuthill, /fist. Cal., 130-1; Robinson, Life in Cal.,
$9-70; and Flint, Paitie’s Narr., 222-30.

31 See Dept. St. Pag, MS., il 155-6; iil. 200-10; Id., Ben. Mil., Ixii. 22;

lxxiii. 83; Ixxiv. 6; Dept. Ree., MS., vii. 246-8; Leg. Ree.,, MS., i. 269, ‘281—,
00.  Apr. 25, 1830, the Californian diputado in congress urged the useless-
ness of sending speeial officers to manage the vevenues. Doe. 1[ist. Cal., JS.,
iv. 898. Jineno was appointed coutador on Sept. 30, 1829, by the min. de
hacienda, but declined the place in Nov. 1830." Oct. 21, 1850, Echeandia,
Bandini, and Jimeno et at Monterey, and decided on the following custom-
house organization at Monterey: adwinistrador, with duties of comisario, at
51,000 per year; contador, with duties of vista, at 3300; commandant of the
guard, with duties of alcalde, at $800; guarda and clerk ab $100; servant at
§144; patron and two sailors at §144 and $96. Dept. St. Pap., MS., ii. 155-6.
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CHAPTER VI.

OVERLAND—SMITH AND PATTIE—FOREIGNERS
1826-1830.

THE EASTERY FRoOSTIER—THE TRAPPERS—FIRST VISITORS ©Y THE OVER-
LAND Roore—JEpED1ATL Sarrrin, 1826-8—Ernons C orm:uLD ORIGINAL
Docenexrs—TUE SiEkrA NEvapsA CrossEd AND DE-CROSISEL—FIRST
Extry oF e Hepsoxs Bavy Covpaxy—AMcLEep AND Qapex—DPAr-
TIE™ YISIT AND DMPRISONMENT, 1825-30—TFrixy™s NAnrRaTIvE—TRUTIL
_AND Treriox—A Tovr oF VAacciNATION—‘PEG-LEC’ Syimi—TRAPPING
Licexse or ExXTER Axp WiLsox—Vaica FroM New Mexico—Ewise
Youxe axp w18 HoxTers Frov NEw MEXTCo—FOREIGN REIIDENTS—
Axxnuar Lists oF NEW-COMERS—REGTLATIONS ON PASSPORTS AND NaT-
TRALIZATION. :

For forty years California had been visited with
increasing frequency by foreigners, that is, by men
whose blood was neither Indian nor Sp‘unsh Eng-
land, the United States, Russia, and TFrance werc
the nations chiefly Lpl’C‘:C‘lltC(l among the visitors,
some of whom came to stay, and to all of whom in
the order of their coming T have devoted some atten-
tion in the annals of the respective years. All had
come from the south, or west, or north by the broad
highway of the Pacific Ocean bounding the territory
on the west and leading to within a few miles of the
most inland Spanish establishments. The inland boun-
dary—an arc whose extremities touch the coast at San

Diego and at 44°, an arc for the most part of sierras

nevadas so far as could be seen, with a zone of desert

beyond as yet unknown—had never yet been crossed

by man of foreign race, nor trod, if we except the
(130)

1.2
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southern segment cut by a line from San Gabriel to
Mojave, by other than aboriginal feet.!

’\Ieam& hile a erand advance movement from the
Atlantic westward to the Missi 1s81ppl, to the plains, to
the Rocky Mountains, and into the Great Basin had
been gradually made by the fur-hunting pioneers of
the broad Hltellul‘—Ktl’uOUth‘f onward trom vear to
year against obstacles incomparably gre eater than
those presented by the gales and scurvy of. the
Pacific. If I were ertmO‘ the history of California
alone, it would be appr oplmtu and 1)1’011,1 bly necessary
to present here, en résumé at least, the ge cneral move-
ment to which I have a]lud@d, em Jmhmn the annals
of the various fur companies. DBut the centre of the
fur trade was much farther north, and its annals can-
not be profitably separated from the history of the
North-west. For this reason—bearing in uund also
those portions of my work relating luuﬂh to Idaho,
Montana, Nevada, Utah, New “‘.Teum, and Arizona
—1 feel JustnLd mn referring the reader for the gen-
eral e\ploratlon westward tu other chapters of other
volumes, and in confining my vecord hére to such
expeditions as duec’tly affect Californian territory.

These began in 1826, when the inland barvicr of
mountain and desert was first passed, and from that
date the influx of foreigners by overland routes he-
comes a topic of ever growing importance. It is well,
however, to understand at the outset, that 1'e\1mc’fmu
the movements of the trappers no 10L01‘d of even tolera-
ble completeness exists, or could be expected to exist.
After 1826 an army of hunters, increasing from hun-
dreds to thousands, frcqmnted the fur -producing

' A few English and American deserters, leaving their vessels at 'Torlns
Santos or thereabouts, had an two or three occasions bzen senb across the
frontier to 8. Diego, forming an exception of little importance to my general
statement.. Another exception of somewhat greater weisht rests in the Jossi-
Lility that trappers may have crossed the northern fronticr before 1526, It

'is not improbable that Hudson’s Bay Company men may have done so from

the Willamette Valley on one or more oceasions, thongh there iz no more
definite record than the rumor of 18201, that fulelﬂn Iunters werc present

in the north, and the newspaper report of McKay's presence in Siskiyou in
1825,

D

gitized
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streams of the interior, and even the valleys of Cali- .

fornia, flitting hither and thither, individuals and
parties large or small according to the disposition of
the natives, wandering without other motive than the
hope of more abundant game, well acquainted with the
country, as is the wont of trappers, but making no
maps and keeping no diaries.  Occasionally they
came In contact with ecivilization east or west, and
left a trace in the archives; sometimes a famous trap-
per and Indian-fighter was lucky enough to fall in
with a writer to put his fame and life in print; some
of them lived later among the border settlers, and
their tales of wild adventure, passing not witheut
modification through many hands, found their way
into newspaper print.  Some of them still live to re-
late their memories to me and others, sometimes truly
and accurately, sometimes confusedly, and sometimes
falsely, as 1s the custom of trappers like other men.
I malke no claim of ability to weave continuity from
fragments, bring order from chaos, distinguish in every
mstance truth frow falsehood, or build up a narrative
without data: nevertheless, I proceed with confidence
to write in this chapter and others of the men who
came to California overland from the east.

Jedediah 8. Smith was the first man who made the
trip. From a post of the fur company established at

3

or near Great Salt Lake a year or two earlier,? Swmith
started in Auguast 1826 for the south-west with fif-
teen men, intent rather on explorations for future
work than on present trapping.? Crossing Utah Lake,

* Smith was associated with Jackson and Sublette, and the post had been
established by V. II. Ashley.

S Smith, Fxcursion & Cowest des Monts Rocky, Extrait ddune lettre de AL,
Jedidial Smith, employé de la. Compagnie des Pelleteries, in Nowv, Ann. des
Fay.. xxxvii. 208-12. ~ Taken from an American paper. The news—-perhaps
the paper, but certainly not Smith’s letter as might seem from the transla-
tion—was_dated St. Louis Oct. 11, 1527, This brief letter, in which very
likely wild work is made with names in the printing and translation, is in
connection with the correspondence preserved in the archives, the best au-
thority on the subject. The general accounts extant are full of errors, though
each purports to correct errors previously made. Warner, Reminiscences, MS.,
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- he seems to have passed 1 a general south-westerly
course to the junction of the Virgin River and™ Colo-

21-9, errs chiefly in dJates and order of events. He makes Smith start in
1524 and lead a party of hunters through the Green River country, south of
Salt Lake, over the Sierra Nevada near Walker Pass, into the Tulare Val-
ley. In June 1823, leaving his men on the American Fork—whence the
name—he re-crossed the sierra with two men,  Stavting back for California
in the antumn of 1525 by a more sonthern route, he was attacked by the Mo-
javes while erossing the Colorado, and loss all his men bat 2 or 3, with whom
Le reached 3. Gabriel late in 1826, The author of Chronise’s Nalural Weulth
of ('al., after being at much trouble to unravel the various stories, *gathered
the following particulars from those who knew Smith personally, and from
documents in the state archives:’ “In the spring of 1825, Smith, witha party
of 47 trappers and Indians, left their rendezvous on Green River near the
South Pass, and pushed their way westward, crossing the Sierra Nevada into
the Tularc Valley, which they reached in July 1823. The party trapped
from the Tulare to the American fovk of the Sacramento, where there was al-
ready a camp of American trappers (7). Smith camped near the sitc of the
present town of Folsom, about 22 miles north-cast of the other party. TFrom
this camp Smith sent oub pdrties, which were so successful that in Qctober,
leaving all theothers in California, in company with 2 of the party, he returned
to his rendezvous on Green River with several bales of skins, In May 1525
Smith was sent back with a regnforcement. On this trip he led his party
farther south than on the former one, which brought them into the Mojaves’
scttlements on the Colorado, whereall the party cxeeps Smith, Galbraith, and
Turner were killed by the Indians. These three made their way to S. Ga-
briel en Dec. 26, 1526, where they were arrested,’ ete.  Cronisealso publishes
a translation of 2 documents from the archives, of which more Iater.

Thomas Sprague, in a letter of Sept. 18, 1560, to Edmund Randolph, pub-
lished in [fntehings Afag., v. 351-2, and also in the S. Il Builetin, states that
Smith, starting from Green River in 1823, reached and went down the Hum-
boldt River, which he named Mary River from his Indian wife, crossed the
mountains probubly near the head of the Truckee, and passed on down tha
valley to 3. José aml 5. Diego. Recruiting his men and buying many horses,
he re-crossed ihe mountains neir VWalker Pass, skirted the castern base to
near Mono Lake, and on a straight north-cast course for Salt Loke found
placer gold in large quantities. Ho was ordered to return and prospect the
gold fields on his way back from California, but near the gold mines he was
killed with most of his party.

Rabert Lyon furnished to Angel, author of the Newvada Mist., 29 et seq.,
a version somewhat similar to that of Sprague, including the discovery of
coarse placer gold near Mono Lake. His account scems to rest on the testi-
mony, in 15060, of Rocky Mountain Jack and Bill Reed, who claimed to have
been companions of Smith.

An ‘associate of the daring pioneer’ corrected prevailing errors as follows
in the S. I Tumes, June 14, 1567: ‘He came into California in- 1827, with
a trapping party from the rendezvous of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company,
on the Ycllowstone River. He left his party on the Amcrican fork of the
Sacramento in the summer of that year, and with two men returned to ihe
rendezvous, where he fitted out a new party and rcturncd in 1528 to the
American, where the two parties were combined, and moving northwardly,
he reached the Umpqua River,’ cte.

It will be noticed that all these versions have the double trip and some
cther points in common, and that the confusion is largely removed by the
original authorities, on which I found my text. Randolph, Jiation, 313-14,
translating Smith’s letter to P. Duran, and Tuthill, f/ist. C'al., 124-3, as well
as I'rignet, Lre Culifornie, 53-00, mention Smith’s arrival in 1825 in so gen-
eral a manner as to avoid serious error. The same may be said of Douglas,
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rado, down to the Mojave villages, and westward
across the desert to San Gabriel.*

The Amajabes on the Colorado treated the party
well, furnishig fresh provisions, and horses stolen from
the Spaniards, and two wandering neophytes guided
the sixteen Americans over the desert to the mission,
where they arrived in December. The trappers gave
up their arms, and the leader was taken to San Diego,
where he explained his object, and submitted to Gov-
ernor Fcheandfa his papers, including passports from
the U. S. government, and a diary. The cowming of
the strangers naturally excited suspicion at first; but
this was removed by Smith’s plea that he had been
compelled to enter the territory for want of provisions
and water, it being impossible to return by the same
route; and his cause was still further strengthened by
a certificate of Dana, Cunningham, and other Amer-
icans, that the trapper’s papers were all en régle, and
his motives doubtless pacific and honorable.®  He was
therefore permitted to purchase supplies, and under-
take his eastward march by a new route; but not, as

Private Papers, 8., 2d series, p. 1, Vietor, River of the West, 34, and Hines,
Voyrye, 110, though these writers speal with roference to later events in
Orczon, and deriveid their information from distinet sources. The Yolo o,
Hist., 8. Joaq. Co. ITist., and other like works describe Smith's adventures,
in some cascs as accurately as was possibly from accessible data, still with
varions eombinations of the errors alrcady noted.

 The details of the route are worth preservation briely, theurh not clear
in all respects. Startel Aug. 220 from Salt Lake, crossed the little Uts Luke,
went up the Ashley, which tlows into that lake through the country of the Sum-
patch lndians, crossed aranie of mountains extending 8. B, to N. Ww., crosseil
ariver which he named Adams for the president, and which flowed 5. w. Ten
days’ march to the Adams again, which had turned 5. k. (This is not clear;
the text says, *d dix jonrnces de marche I'Adams River towrne au 8. &, il y a
13 wne caverne,” cte.  Query—Did Smith pass from the Sevier to the Virgin,
and suppose them to be one stream?) Two days down the Adams to its june-
tion with the Seeds-Keeder, a river with many shallows an: rapids, and hav-
inga sterile country on the south; farther to a fertile wooded valley inhabited
by the Ammacheelés (Amajales, or Mojaves), where he remained 15 days.
This was 80 miles above where the Seeds-Keeder, under the name of Rio Cal-
orado, flowed into the gulf of Californin. Re-ernssing the Seeds-Keeder, ha
went 1idays west into a desert conairy, and across a salt plain 8 by 20 miles.
Here the details cease abruptly, and he next spcaks of his arrival in Upper
California. :

3 Dated at 3. Diego Dee. 20, 1826, and signed by Wm G. Dana, Wm H.
Cunningham, Wm Henderzon, Dicgo Scott, Thomas M. Robbins, and Thomas
Shaw, in Dept. 5¢. Pap., M3.; ii. 19-20. An English translation has becn
published in several worls. .
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.

he wished, to follow the coast up to the Cuhmuu via
Bodesa.t

The C Californians suppos C’l or a month ’chu. they
were rid ot thetr overland suests: bhut at the b-"ﬂm—
nine of Februawry 1827 snme of them were seen at
different places, particularly near San Bernardino,
where Smith appeared on the 2:1 of February, There
he left a sick man, and thence he seems o have sent

a letter to Padre Sanchez by one of his men. he
L,Lter, as translated at the tnna stated as the reason
for return that the trappers in crossing a stream had
been attacked by Indians, who Lilled ¢ cioht of their

- number and %‘mrpud ’[hem of everyt hmn but therr

clothes—a statement that would seem fo be false,
though Swmith bore the reputation of m‘uih{'uh 'C'

At any rate, the trappers had tried without syceess

to cross the Sier ra, and were reported to be in a de t1
tute condition. The two men to whom I have re-
ferred were, I suppose, Isaac Galbraith and ]mquin
Bowman, WhO were detained at the time for examina-
tion, and who remained in the territory. Orders were
1@*ued to detain the whole party, but Smith had lefb
San Bernardino before the orders could be executed.®

S Dec. 30, 1826, Echeandia reports Smith’s arrival with 14 companions,

40 beaver ekm:, anid many traps; also his visit to S. Dicgo and his apparent

good faith. St Pap., Sre., M3, xix. 37-S.  He enclosed Smith's diary to the
minister of war, and it nnv come to light some day. Smith himsclf, Ao
sion, 210, says: * Mon arrivée dans I Haute-Californie excita les soupeons du
gouverneur, qui demeurait & San Diego. Il me fis conduire devans lui; mais
plu%iﬁura citoyens des Etats-Unis, nofamment M. Cunningham, capitaine dun
Courrter de Bogmn, ay: ant répondu de moi, j'obtins la permission de retour-
ner avee ma suite, et d'acheter des prov Nuna, m'us le gouvernenr refusa de
me laisser cOtoyer la mer en ailant vers la Bodega.?

TThe letter is not extant, and its 1)Luy01tom is given in one of Armiicllo’s
letters to the governor. It is possible that there is an error somewhere, an
that Smith in the ovizinal letter Qpnhc of a fight in which he killed & Ini
especially as 2 women are also said to have heen killed. Siith himself,
sion, p. 211, ffwcs no details nor even mention of having come in contact \&1 th
the ';P‘lniﬂ.llm at this time. He says, in continuation of quotation of note G,
‘I marched therefore £. anil then ~. w. (from 8. Gabriel or S. chro\ e opmc’
at a distance c:f 150 to 230 miles from the coast. I went nearly 320 miles in
that divection,’ through some fertile regions peopled by m:m, Dahcrl Tndians,
and ‘having reached a river which I ng amed Kimmel-ché from the tribe livi ing
on its banks. I found Leav ers, ete.  Here I remained some days; I intende -d
to return to Sals Lake by cre g Mount Joseph; but the snow wasso deep
on the heights that my horses. 5 of which had died of lnng could not ad-
vance. I was therefore ablized to re-descend into thc valle;

8 Letters of Santiago Argiiello to comandante of 8. Diego :m.d. to gov., with

3
=
Yu
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When next heard of in May, Smith had moved
northward and was encamped in the country of the
Moquelumnes and Cosumnes. Padre Duran, of -
Mission San José, accused the Americans of having
enticed his neophytes to desert, but Comandante
Martinez pronounced the charge groundless.” New
communications and orders to investigate passed be-
tween the authorities; and a lefter came to Padre
Duran from Smith himself, bearing date of May 19th.
It was a frank statement of his identity and situation,
of his failures to cross the mountains, and of the ne-
cessity of waiting for the snow to melt. He was far
from home, destitute of clothing and all the neces-
saries of life, save only game for food. He was par-
ticularly in need of horses; in fact, he was very
disagreeably situated, but yet, “though a foreigner
unknown to you, Reverend Ifather, your true friend
and Christian brother, J. S. Smith.”? '

The next day after writing this letter Smith started

‘references to replies and other communications, in Dept. St. Pap., MS., ii.

33-7. Mention of Galbraith (Gil Brest) and the ‘sick man’ in Dept. Lec.,
MS., v. 89, 115, also of Galbraith in Depf. St Pap., MS., xix. 16-17. Bow-
man is mentioned as onc of Smith’s men in Los Angeles, Hist., 19, by Mr
Warner, and there may be some mistake. The sick man may possibly have
been John Wilson, who was in custody in May as one of Smith’s men. Dept.
Rec., MS., v. 45; dreh. Arzob., MS., v. pt i. 20, 33. Cronise calls Gal-
braith’s companion Turner.

May 16, 1827, Duran to com. of S. Francisco. 400 neophyteshave heen in-
duced torunaway. drch. Araub., MS., v. pti. 27. May 1Sth, gov. orders Mar-
tinez not to rely wholly on reports of the Indians, hut tosend out scouts to learn
who are the strangers and what their business; also to demand their passports
and detain them until further orders. Dept. Lee., MS., v. 45. On same date
Rocha is ordered toinstitute proceedings against Johm Wilson, and take depo-
sition of Daniel Ferguson, with a view to find out the aims of the strangers.
Id.  May 2lst, Martinez from S. José to gov. The Americans had nothing
to do with the flight of the neophytes. Secrgt Soto has heen ordered to investi-
gate, find out what gexte it is, not allow them 1o approach the missions, treat
them courteously, cte. A letter has been received from Smith to Duran,
which the latter would not receive, but which Martinez had had translated
and senb to Monterey for ITartncll to retranslate.  The Indians say that there
arc 12 of the strangers, the same who were at S, Gabricl, and they had killed
5 Moquelumnes in a fight.  John Wilson, a prisoner at Monterey, has appar-
ently not been missed, and he says something of the party having come from
Boston in 18 months to make surveys and buy lands of the natives (7). Arech.
Arzob., MS., v. pti. 25-33.

_1°May 19, 1827, Spanish translation of Smith’s letter, in Dept. St. Pap.,
MS., ii. 18-19.  English version, in Randolph’s Oration, 313-14; and other
works. French version, in Frignet, La Cal., 53-60,

Driginal from

[}
UMIVERSITY OF CALIFOS
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FIRST CROSSING OF THE SIERRA IN 1827. 137

homeward with but two companions. This was the
first crossing of the Sierra Nevada, and the travellers
narrative, though brief and meagre, must be presented
in his own words. “On May 20, 1827,” he writes,
“with two men, seven horses, and two mules laden
with hay and food, I started from the valley. In
eight days we crossed Mount Joseph, losing on this
passage two horses and one mule. At the summit of
the mountain the snow was from four to eight feet
deep, and so hard that the horses sank only a few
inches. After a march of twenty days eastward from
Mount Joseph, I reached the south-west coruer of
the Great Salt Lake. The country separating it from
the mountains is-arid and without game. Often we
had no water for two days at a time; we saw but a
plain without the slightest trace of vegetation. Farther
on I found rocky hills with springs, then hordes of
Indians, who seemed to us the most miserable beings
imaginable. When we reached the Great Salt Lake
we had left only one horse and one mule, so exhausted
that they could hardly carry our slight luggage. We
had been forced toeat the horsesthat had succumbed.”™
There are no means of knowing anything about his
route; but I think he is as likely to have crossed the
mountains near the present railroad line as elsewhere.®

Smith returned from Salt Lake to California with
eight men, arriving probably in October 1827, but

1 Stnith, Excursion, 211-12. With the quotation given, the letter ends
abruptly.

1234111 it is not impossible or unlikely that in this trip or on the return
Smith wen$ through Walker Pass, as Warner and others say, or followed the
Humbolds or Mary, as Sprague tells us; but the gold discovery on the way as
related by Sprague merits no consideration, in the absence of other evidence
and the presence of evident absurdities. It is to be noticed that Warner de-
scribes this crossing of the sierra by Smith and two men accurately enough,
except in date; and I think 1t prebablle that he has reversed the order of the
two entries to California, the first being by Mojave in 152G, and the second
by Walker Passin 1827. On Wilkes' map of 15841, reproduced in vol. iv. of
this work, Smith’s route is indicated, on what authority is not stated, by a
line extending s. w. from Salt Lake, and approaching the sierra on the 39th
parallel, with a lake on the line in long. 119°, and three streams ruuning .
between the lake and mountains. A pealk inthe sierra just 3. of 397 is called
Mt Smith; and Mt Joseph is at the northern end of the range in lat. 41°
This may all rest on accurate reports.
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about the route followed or incidents of the trip noth-
ing is known. The Califoruians apparently lknew
nothing of the leader’s separation {rom his company,
thouch the record ot what occurred during his absence
is measre. On May 23d Tcheandia issued instruc-
tions, by virtue of which the fur-hunter was to be
informed that his actions had become suspicious, and
that he must either start homeward at once, ceme to
San José to enjoy the hospitality of California under
surveillance until the supreme government could de-
cide, or sail on the first vessel that could carry him
beyond latitude 42°.%°  According to fragmentary
records in the archives, it was supposed ecarly in
August that the strangers had gone. In September
it was known that they were still present, and in
October several orders were issued that they be
brought to San José. It is not clear that any were
thus brought in,™ but it would seem that on Smith’s
return fromn the east late in October, he soon came,

-voluntarily or otherwise, to Ban José and Monterey

with seventeen or cighteen companions.’

The 12th of November Captain Cooper at Mon-
terey signed a bond in favor of his countryman. As
the agent of Steel, Park, and others, and 1n the name
of the United States, Cooper becanic responsible with
his person and property for the good behavior of Jed-

13 ATay 23, 1827, Echeandfa to Mavtinez, Dept. e, MS., v. 48,

" Gov)s arders of Aug. 3d, Sept. 14th, Qct. 1st, 16th, in Pept. Fee., M.,
v. 73, 88, 04, 102, Bojorges, Lecuerdos, M., 12-14, the anly one of my Cali-
foraian writers who mentions this affair at all, says that Soto was scub out
with 40 men to the Rio Dstanislao, and brought in all the trappers to &,
Franciseo. As such erders had Leen issued, this is likely enough to Le true,
though perhaps i¢ tack place after Smith’s retarn,  Oct. 8th, Tsaae Galbraith
asks for an interview with Lcheandia, wishing o license either to remain in
the country or to rejoin his leader.  He also corrects an impression thas Smith
is a captain of troops, stating that he is hut a hunter of the company of Smith,
Jackson, and Sublette. Dept. St Pap,, NS, ii, 35-7.

13 P he Spanish vecords make the number 17, which is probably accurate,
though records of a later event in Oregon speak of 18, Morincaun, No%ice, M.,
133-1, says that in October 1827 a caravan of 17 voyageurs arvived at S
Franeiseo from New Orleans.  They sold some furs to a Russian vesscl,
bonght hovses, and returncd by the same way they came.  Carrillo, Euposi
cton, IS, 9, says that in 1827 one of the hunters passed through the country
witht G0 men, reached the liouse of the comandante gencral, made plans, ete.,
and went away unmolested !
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DEPARTURE OF THE TRAPPERS, 159

edialh Smith in all that concerned his return to Salt
Lake. 1In the document it was set forth that Smith
and his men, as honorable citizens of the United States,
were to be treated as friends, and furnished at fair
prices with the aid in arms, horses, and provisions
necessary for the return march by way of Mission San
José, Strait of Carquines, and Bodega; but there was
to be no unnecessary delay en route, and in future they
must not visit the coast south of latitude 42° , hor ex-
tend their inland operations farther than quuhcﬂlv
allowed by the latest treaties.. To this bond Eche-
andia attached his written permission for Smith and his
company to return, with one hundred mules, one hun-
dred and fifty horse.s, a gun for each man, aud divers
bales of provisions and other effects which are named.’

Hcheandia issued orders for a guard of ten men to
escort the trappers to a point a little bP) rond San
I'rancisco Solano, starting from San José;' but
slight change must have been made in the plan, for
on the 18th the whole company arrived at San Fran-
cisco on the Franklin from Monterey.”® This is really
the last that is known of Smith in California, where
four and perhaps five men of his party 1un¢mud, be-
sides Turner who came baclk later. I have accredited
these men to th year 1826, though some of them
probabl} came in the second pmtv of 1827. The
party doubtless left San Francisco at the end of the
year or early in 1828, and proceeded somewhat lei-
surcly northward, probably by a coast route as in-
tended,” and not without some new misconduet, or
what was vaguely alluded to as such by the authori-

By | ha\'c, in Vallejo, Doc., MS., xxix. 171, the orginal of this interestinz
document kept by Cooper.  Threa copies were made, one sent to Mexico, one
kept in the archives, and one given to Smith. It is written on paper provi-
sionally *habilitated’ Ly the autographs of Herrerpand Echeandia. bears u
certificate of José Estrada, is signed John B* RR. Coopu Then follows the
autogvaph of the lunter. ‘I acknowledge this bond, chc«lnh S. Smith,’
and closes with Echeandia’s pass.

T Nov. 15th, E. to com. of 8. Traneisco. Dept. Ree., MS. v. 107. Louis
Pombert, a French Canadian, left Smith’s party alout this time and remained
in the country. Lept. S, Pap , MS., xix. 23-8,

18 fygitcllo to gov. Dept. St. Pap AMs., i 45,

1 Bo_]nx wes, Iu,czuuba, MS., 14, says Le left S. S. Francisco by water on an
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ties.® While attempting to ford the Umpqua River
he was attacked by Indians, who killed fifteen of the
company and took all their property. Smith, Tuar-
ner, and two others® escaped to Ifort Vancouver.
MecLoughlin of the Hudson’s Bay Company sent back
a party with one of the survivors to recover the lost
effects, in which they are said to have been success-
ful. Jedediah Smith returned eastward by a north-
ern route in 1829, and two years later he was killed
by the Indians in New Mexico. I append part of a
map of 1826 purporting to show ‘all the recent geo-
graphical discoveries’ to that date.-

An important topic, perhaps connected indirectly
with Jedediah Swmith’s visit, is the first operations of
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s trappers in California. -
Respecting these operations before 1830, I have no
original and definite information, except that con-
tained in the statement of J. J. Warner, himself an old
trapper, still living in 1884, and an excellent authority
on all connected with the earliest American pioneers,
although he did not himself reach California until
the beginning of the next decade. Warmer states

American vessel. It is possible, but not I think probable, that such was the
case, one of the vessels being chartered to take him up the coast to or beyond
Bodega. Warner says Smith started up the interior valley, but on ac-
count of difficulties in the way, turned to the coast 200 miles above Ross.
The men who remained, besides Galbraith and Bowman, were Bolbeda, Pom-
bert, and probably Wilson.

¥ Teh. 1, 1828, gov. to Martinez. Alludes to the abuses committed by
Smith. Dept. Rec., MS., vi. 178. Probably he had stopped on the way to
hunt and trap. June 26th, Cooper was thanked by J. Lennox Kennedy, U.
3. consul at Mazatlan, for his services in Smith’s behalf; will send documents
to U. 5. min. at Mexico. ¥Failejo, Doc., MS., xxix. 250. But May 6, 15829, he
was orlered as bondsman by gov. to pay $176 due from Smith. Dept. Rec.,
MS., vii. 148, June 25, 1329, I. veports to the min. of rel. a rumor that the
Americans intend to take 8. I'rancisco, a plan which he aseribes to the advent
of Smitle. Id., vii. 25.

“IThere is a diserepancy of one man in totals, but there is also a com-
penzating uncertainty about one of the men who remained in Cal. Cronise,
Nat. Wealth of Cal., 42, ervoneously names two of the three survivors
Laughlinand Prior.  Victor, River of the IWest, 35-6, names Turner and Blaclk.

- The particulars of the Umpqua fizht belong to other parts of this series.

[

'}

See Mfist. Or. and Hist. Northwest Coa™.. The map given lerewith is copied
from one in Warren’s Mem. In Pac. R. . Repts, xi. pl. iii., being a reduction
from A. Finley’s map of N. America published at Philadelphia in 1826,

2 Warner's Reminiscences of Early California, MS., 27-33. The author

by Original frem
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AMcLEOD'S TRAPPERS. 161

that the party sent back from Ifort Vancouver to
avenge Smith's disasters was under the command of
MeLeod, and after recovering the stolen furs, traps,
and horses, was enided by Turner down mto the Sac-
ramento Valley i 1828, where he made a successful
hunt. Returning northward, however, he was over-
talken by a snow-storm in the Pit River country, which
he was the first to traverse® He lost his animals,
and was compelled to leave his furs, which were
spoiled by welting snow before they could be moved.

SN

AN Ay
/ \3‘:.1,.:/

¢ R

APACHES
GILERCR

Map or 1826.

MecLeod was discharged for his imprudence or for his
bad luck.  Meanwhile the company had hastened to
despatch Ogden with another party of hunters up the
Columbia and Snake, to proceed thence southward
to Smith’s trail,® by which he was to enter Califor-

represents the manager of the company as having driven a shrewd bargain
vith Smith, and derived much profit from his disaster.

¥ The McLeod Liver, geuerally written McCloud, was named by or in
honor of this liunter.

*Thatis ouc of Simith's trails, probably the most northerly, though War-
ner makes it the cavliest,

Iiisr, CaL., VoL, IIT. 11
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162 OVERLAND—SMITH AND PATTIE

“nia, and thus get the start of any American trappers

that might be sent as a result of Smith’s reports,
Ogden was suceess{ul in this movement, and entered
thc vrcat valley about the same time that MecLcod
left it He also obtained a rich harvest of skins
durme hLis stay of cight months, and carried his furs
to the north by xﬁ,Leu\ s traill. These were the
only visits of Hudson Bay trappers before 1832.%

The visit of the Patties to California in 1828-30
ig the topic next demanding attention.  Sylvester
Pattie, a Kentuckian, licutenant of rancers against
the lndmm n I 312~ 113, and later a luwmberman in
Missouri, joined a trapping and trading expedition to
New Mexieo in 1824, with his son James Ohio Pat-
tic. | The father was about forty years of age, and
the son. a school-boy of perhaps fffeen. With their
adventures in New dexico and Arizona for the next
three years I am not concerned here. More than
once they visited the Gila, and in prLB'ﬂJbbl’ 1827
the elder Pattic was made captain of a company of
thirty happcrs, oroanized at Santa If6 to opem’m on
the Colorado.” T hc,v reached the Colorado and Gila
Junction December 1st, or at least the Patties and
six men did so, the rest having left the Gila, striking
northward some two weeks earlier.  The eight of
Pattic’s party were in a desperate strait. They un-
derstoad from the Yumas that there were Christians
down the river, and started to find them, floating on
canoce rafts, trapping Successfully as they went, and

*5 It scems rather unlikely that this could bave been accomplished so soon
as the autvmn of 1823, Either it was in 1829, or Smith had reached Fort
Vancouver early in 1848, instearl of in {he antunm as Lias boen ~uppu:cr]

23 Bimilar versions of MueLeod's and Ogden’s expeditions, o:wumuwl“pmm
ably mdnul]y from Warner, Lut 1\u]up, also from the reeollections of other
old trappurs, ae iven in the e ity }xbLOHL‘ newspaper articles, and other
lCLLHJth] Lentions, Scealso /i V. IF. ulf i., this serics. Cromac Nat.
IWeadth, 41, guy s that Freneh Canp, near \tﬁdum wWas located by a party of
these trappers who encamped here from 1820 o 1838, In [Tumphreys’ Letter

to Groiny 1558, p. 5, 1515 stated that Richard C mmndl of Sta I'é came with

pack-mules from \ Orleans to h Dicgo in 1527, I find nothing more on the
._ub]u,[

= Lattie, Nurr., 152, udu.slm 3 the passport given them.
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PATTIES VISIT. 1

[=]
wd

reaching tile-water the 18th of January, 1828
They soon started back up the river, nu}.m., httle

Cprogress, and February 16th, having baried their

furs and traps, they started  westward across the
desert.  After terrible suffering they reached ;%m ta.
Catalina Mission in Lower California thv 12th of
March.  Ten days later, by Echeandia’s order,” they
started under a guard for San Dicgo, where they
arrived the 27th.  The company inclu hjl bestdes the
P&Ltu._, Nathaniel Pnor Richard T'mn‘hhn Will-
iam Pope, Isaac Slover, Jesse erguson, “and James
Puter* most of \.\-]mm sooner or later became per-
mancnt resilents of California.

The narrative of James O. Pattie was snhbcqumﬂ)
printed; from it I have drawn the pvec«_dluu‘ résumé,
and I have now to pn;-“ent in substance that part of
it relating to California, introducing occasional notes
from mhm sources, and reserving comment until the

53
21

end.®* {On arrival at San Dlegt.; the strangers were

3 Aarch 22, 1875, E. to com. of 8. Diego. Eight armed men have ap-
pearad at a frontiz a guia of the N, Alex. enstom-house as a
passport.  Arvess them kud scize Leir arms. Dept. Rec., M3, v 10 Pailie's
Narr., 170, )

® All the names appear in the archives, in one place or another, though
Ferguson is not x,l-_ml; stated to have bLelon: sed to this company. Jozeph
lm‘mxh is namad, pechaps a corruption of l‘mr'uauns name, since War-
ncr speaks of Ter: rmun whom he must have known. Puter is mentioned
only once, and {here may be seme crror about his name. Tattie himsclf
strangely names only Slover in his narrative, speaking also of a Dutchiman;
and o1 t 1o other hand, Pattic’s own name appeavs oa'y once in the avelives.

3 Putiie, The Pers wonal Nerralire of James Q. Putice, of {L("ztftcld, durtizy
an expe m’lu afroi St Louis Gurauyh the vist ,r’,'zu,u beliween that place and the
Parijic Ocear, wid thence Lack through the city of Mezico ta Vera Ceuz, during
/uzu neyings of sie years; in which ke a.d ,l/_sj(t‘/qf"f' wha ceccompanicd him, sif-
jfered wiheard- Gf heerds /H_[J\ cndd daagers, had vari ,uarun/hcl‘; wilh the [ulur 13,
and were mode captices, in which caplicity s father died; together with a de-
seviption of the country, and the varicws nations throuyh which they pussel,  Ed-
el by Tomothy F int. Cincinnati, 1833, Svo. 300 pp.  The alitor, o some-
what voluminous writer of works lugrzl_y fictitious, claims not to have drawn
on his imagipation, but to bave changed the author’s statement appareuﬂy
written—only in mu.o'rmpln and by an occasional abridzment.

The Ihuders of Kentucly; or the trials and tails of tr “wders ad trappers,
duriay an eopedition 63 the Lo, Ly Mauntiins, New Mezico, and Calijoraia, by
D. Dilson, New Yo ,\,IJT.S Svo, 16D pp., i3 called Ly T. YW, T'icld, sce Sahin’s
J)u(zo;z.w, viil. 832-70, ‘a reproduction of I)Luleb narraiive, which the
penury of the thieving writer’s imazination has unot ecmpowered him to
clothe with nev Lm"uaft or interleave with new incidents;’” yet this reprint
is much less Tare than the original, and has been much more widely read.
From i at the time of publication many people formed their ideas about the




4 GMT / httpy/fhdLhandle.net/2027/uc2.ark:/13960/t3gx4524p

e
2
Public Domain / http:/www.hathitrust.org/access_useftpd

Generated for anonymous on 2014-07-15 19:

164 OVERLAND—SMITH AND PATTIE—FOREIGNERS.

brought before Echeandfa and questioned, the younger
Pattie, who had learned a lltﬂb Qspam%h m New
\[uxxco serving as spokesman, and expressing his ideas
with grcat freedom on this as on every other ocea-
sion when lie came into contact with the Spaniards.
The governor b chcvcd nothing of their story, accused
them of betng spies for f‘spdltx—x\?@féﬂ than thieves and
murderers—tore up their passport as a forgery, cut
short their explanations, and remanded them to prison.
On the way they resolved to redress their wrongs by
force or dic in the attempt; but their arms had been
removed,™ and they were locked up in separate cells.
The hu,hu was erue ll\, torn from the son, and died a
month later withont being pelmlt’cul again to see Lim.
The cells were cight or ten feet square, with iron
doors, and walls and {loor of stone. Young Pattie’s
experience alone is recorded, as no communication
was allowed.  Nauseating mo.l and continued insults
and taunts were added to the horrors of solitary con-
finewent.  Irom Ilns grated door Pattie could see
Eecheaudia at his house opposite.  “Ah! that T had
Lhad but my trusty rifle well charged to my face!
Could T but have had the pleasure ot that single shot,

Sp:mish Californians.. In Hurper’s Magazine, xxi, QG—D—! “J. T. Headley
tells the story of Pat lies sull vings, t iken from one of the preceding works,”
and erroncounr 1\' called the firs t u\uhml mpodumn to California. Cronise,
Nubo Weedth of Crel | 45 ‘the particulars of Pattie's journcy wera pub-
lishe 1 with [residens Jackeon's messaze to congress in 1836.0  The subject is
vaguely and ine cnrat‘\ mentioned in Greenhiows 1ist. Ouyn, 5GG; and Capron’s
11'1~[ Ll : 570 Warner, who lnew persenally most of Pattie’s u:mpamon

»:~= a valan Hr‘ “L_r.mhm v his vnizeences, M3., 33-7. The archive rec-
1 tory than in the case of Jedediah Smith; but I
shall ha.!.'n ceeas }4 n to xd= i3 them on special points.

LD Marsh, Letter to (uw Jours, AIS., 1842 ) D 3, says they came to S.
Dicco on o Micid Iy £, “were weil reccived at {irat, and shown into com-
fortable Toduines, re they deposite d their arms and bageaze.  Thev we
sh::uﬂy alier invi into ancilier apartment to partake of some lctlc\meuf
m'l when 'Llu raed found thae their arims had been remaved, and that
1 mention this incldent, trivial as it is, bee: wise ¥ con-
le trait of the whole Mexican people.  Gien. Eehiean-
th all his troops, ecoulil net take five American hunt-
ng 0 an artitice which would have been disdained by the
most larharous tribie «f Indians ca e whole continent. These poor men
were kept in close w.m SLEHIE nt a long time. . Two or three of the numberare
etill in Lhe conntr ¥, ‘¢ Marsh gugthisv crsiou, which leaves even Pattie
in the shade, does not AMJL ar.

dia 1n MJ oW
ers withous res
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THE HUNTER'S TALE. 163

I think T would have been willing to have p Llrrhu:%ed
1t with my life,” writes the captive, and this Lelore
his father died alone. No attention was pad to l)lmg
for justice or pity. Yet a serveant showed much
kindness, and his beautiful sister came often to the
cell with sy mpau 1y and tood, and even enalled the
prisoner to get a “thUSL, of his father’s cofiin as it
was hastily cove ered with earth.”

Cap’caln Bradshaw of the Franliin so0n oob Pafti@
out of jail for a day bv the ‘innocent s L%Lge nm’ of
pretending to need his services as an interpreter; and
with an eye to bu\me%) he made an effort to :‘;r‘f’ per-
mission for the hunters to o to the Colorado and
bring the buried furs, but in vain. In the proceed-
ngs anmmf Bradshaw for smugcoling, Pattie servec
as 111tulueter; and later, by 1‘qu:t1uw ertain orders
which he had overheard, he claims o have prevented
Bradshaw’s arrest, and ’mua to have contributed to
the escape of the [franliin® Seth Rogers, A. W.
Williams, and W. H. Cunningham are named as
other American masters of vessels who befriended the
young prisoner, and gave him money

“Echeandia himself also employed Pattie as an in-

terpreter, and at times assumed a friendly tone. The

captive took advantage of this to plead his cause anew,
to discuss questions of international law, and to sug-
gest that there was money to be made by %::nrlmu
after the buried furs. At the first he had khown that
every word of kindness pronounced by Echeandia

“was a vile and deceitful lie,” and after repeated inter-
views he perceived “that, like most arbitrary and
cruel men, he was fickle and infirm of purpose,” and

**He ecalls the young lady Miss Peaks, and the couple may have heen
Sergt Pico and hissister. A certain eapilan de armus is also mentioned as
of a frlendly disposition, thonﬁh le did not dare to Lrave the tyrant’s rage
The reference may be to Dortitla or Ruiz. It isremarkable that Pattie came
so often info contact with the governor, and not at all with the comandante,

3 See precmlmrr chapter for affair of the Franliin. Dattic's stutements
that Bradshaw’s tiial was councluded July 28th, that the Franlfin ran out of
the harbor in Sept., and that she fired a hmadside at the fort, are so positive,
so crroneous, and yet so closely connected with details of his own afizirs, as
o leave a doubt as to the accuracy of those details.
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therecupon proceeded to ““tease him with importuni-
ties;” but under this treatinent the general became
surly.  “Ilow uamutly I wished that he and I had
been together in the wild woods, and T armed with
my rifle!” writes Pattie. This could not be, but he
refused to translate any more letters, and the oOv-
ernor, striking him on the head w1th the flat of his
sword, had him drageed again to prison to lie and rot.
The suggestion of profit from the furs had, however,
taken root; and early in September the prisoncers were
released, allowed once more to see each other, and
I)l‘ﬂllll\cd sermission to go to the Colorado, greatly to
thewr dehnht “1 was convinced that Mexico could
not arvay “Force e enough to bring us back alive. 1 fore-
saw -that ’Lhu general -would se 11(1 no more than ten or
twelve sol hcm with us. I kuew that it would be no
morc than an amuscment to rise upon them, take their
horses for our own riding, flea some of hmn of their
skins to show that we knew how to inflict twrturc,
and send the rest back to the ceneral on foot.” Pattie
was allowed to go to the mission to hire horses tor
the trip; but at the last 1 moment eheandia remarket
that he could spare no'soldiers to go with them. 't
did not matter, they said, though it spoiled their plan
of vengeance, Buu the governor added that one must
remain as a hostage for the return of the rest, and
Pattiec was the man selected.  “At th hmmble sen-
tence, breaking upon us in the s angmm, rapture of
COilud“nm WO LLI] gazc «l at cach other in the conster-
nation of dc spair;” but Pattic urged then to a0 and
follow their inclinations about coming back. ~ They
came back at the end of September.  The furs had
all been spoiled by the overflow of the river, and the
Udp% were sold to pay the mule-hire. Two of the six,
however, failed to return, having left their compan-
ions on Lm, Colorado fmd started for New Mexico.®

% These two were probably Slover and Pape, since the\e are the only cnesnot
recorded as being in California in 182). \Varner says Slover and Pope (with

Geo. U. Yount, wh Lu:n nobody else connects with this CYpetllhO_l at all) started

AT ISF DI RIE A
S IFORMIS
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In the absence of his companions, Pattie, by advice
of Bradshaw and Perkins,® had written a letter to
Jones, conzul of the United States at the Sandwich
Islands, mlplurm intervention in his own behalf, and
then:he lay in his cell, harassed by continual threats
of bemo shot at as a Lar%t hanged, or burned alive.
Soon came news from the nnrtb that the small- POX Was
raging in the missions. Fortunately Pattic had a
small quantity of vaccine matter, anc [ Lie resolved to
make the best possible use of his advantage.  Nego-
tiations followed, which gave the young trapper many
oppnnumh s to show what could be done by the
tongue of a free Aunerican citizen. In return for the
liberty of himself and companions, he offered to vacei-

nate every JOC].‘} i the territory; refusing his own lib-
erty, 1'eiusmg to vaceinate the governor himself,
though trembling in fear of death, refusing even to
operate on the arm of his beautiful o uardun angcl, the
Sefiorita Pico, unless his pro PO\IHUD were uu_\pt_l.
There were many stormy scenes, and P attle was otten
remanded to prison with a curse from Echeandia, who
told him he might die for his obstinacy. But at last
the governor had to yleld. Certain old black p&i)(_‘l’b
in possession of the trappers, as interpreted b y Pat tie,
were accepted as. certiicates of American citizenship,
and 1 December all were freed for a week as an ex-
periment.®

=%

from New Mexico with the company, but returned fron: tha Colorado without
coming o Cal.  There must bz an error in Pattie’s version of ths departuce

. of these two men; for T find that on Nov. 11, 1323, Echeaidia im’nmu_-d the

com. at Albar that e has issucel passporis to Pope and S.over, who started
from N. Mexico for Sonora, ut lost their way anl engercd Cal. Tiepet. Blree,
MS., vi. 13, Pope came Lack some _\e:ualuu amd haz lelt h is namne to Pupu
Valley, ¥ Napa county, where helived and died. May 1, l‘a‘% I, hiasd written
to the com. of Altarabout the 8 Amecricans detained at _Dlu"n) whom he
thought it expedient to send Lack to the Colovulo Hll‘lll a guarl, th U’ they
mxuht go to Sonora accarding to their custom-house pernnt, Dlept. Bee., M3,
vi. 0, “July 5th, the gov. of “Sonora writes to the alealde of Alar on thc sl

ject, and presumes that the com. gen. has already issued the proper iustrue-
tions. The captu es are alluded to as suspicious characters. Piuart, Col. Doe.,
Son., MS., 43.

® Bradshaw had really been gone over amonth at the time when these in-
terviews are said to have taken place.

%[t is implied by the writer that vaccination was a great mystery to the
Californians, and cven to the Russians, which is absurdly inaccurate, and
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It was deemed best to talke no risks. By a false
promise to their friend, the capitan de armas, they oot
their ritles and pistols on pretence of cleaning them,
and refused to return the weapons, which were con-
cealed in the thicket. Charles Lang, the smuggler,
now made his appearance secretly,” and the trappers
determined to join him.  Pattie with one companion
left San Dicgo Christmas night, and went down to
Todos Santos; but learning that Lang had been ar-
rested, they returned.  Their comrades were still ab
liberty; no trouble was made by Icheandia -about
their absence or the recovery of their arms; and in
January and IFebruary 1829, Pattie vaceinated every-
body at the presidio and mission.  On LF'ebruary 28th
a paper was issued to cach, granting liberty for a year
on parole;™ and Pattic obtained also a letter to the
padres, who were instructed to furnish supplies and
horses for the journey, and “indenmify me for my
services as far as they thought proper.”
 Pattic started immediately on his trip northward,
called at mission, presidio, and pueblo, and arrived at

San Franecisco the 20th of June. He had vaceinated

forms a weak point in the narrative, It is not certain, however, that they

had any vaceine matter in their possession in 1828, nov is it evidens that Pat-
tie could have lkeps that whichhe bad from being taken.  Isuppos: thasall is
exaggerated for effect, but that Patiie may have been veally cm ployed to vae-
cinate. Farly in 1520 a Russian vessel brought vaccing matter, and W, A,
Richardson was employed that year to vaccinate atthe missions; and in 1821
the Russians had vaccinated 54 persons at Monterey.

#8ce o 109, this volume, for Lang’s adventnres.

B Puttic’s ecerteede seyuridiad of 1Peb. 28th is preserved in Dept. Ree., M3,
vii. 80, It is as follows: *Whercas, Santiazo Ohio Pattic, who came into this
territory hunting beaver in company with other forcizners, without any
license whatever, in Marveh of the past year, appears to be a North American
according to a custom-house permit given in New Mexico; and whereas, the
comandante of this place reports him not to be vicious but of regilay conduct,
in the petition prescuted by Pattic on the 27th of this month for permission
to travel and remain in the country, there being no eonsul nor mereantile
agent of his nation, nor any Mexican londsman, therefore I have determined
to grant him provisionally this letter of security, that he mayremain and travel
in this territory for one year,” in aceordance, so far as possible, with the laws
of May 1 and Mar. 12, 1828,

1 Liave not found the papers of the other men under this date, but ina liss
of Feb. Mdth, Dept. St. Pap., M., xix. 44, Pryor, Puter, an:l Yorgens are
named, Pryor being alreadyat S. Luis Ley. He reccived a carta de sequridad
April 52th. [dd., xix. 18-10. Tt is doubtful if any of themavere kept in prison
after their return from the Colorade.

Drigitized by Originzl from
ITERMET ARCHIVE - UMIVERSITY OF CALIFDRMIA
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A TOUR OF VACCINATION. 169

in all 22,000 persons,” receiving from the padres cer-
tificates by which the value of his services was to be
finally estimated by a ‘high dignitary’ in the north,
After o week’s visit to Ru:\, where everything pleased
the Ameriean, :m(l where he reeeived HIOO for his
mcdu al services,” he returned and presented his cer-
tideates to the padre at San Francisco. On July
sth J nhn Cabortes, preswnably Padre Juan Cabot,
presented the amateur physician a paper, by \vlmh
e o gave him 500 cattle and 500 mules, with land on
which to pasture the same—to be deliv ered when he
had become a Catholic and a Mexican citizen. “ When
I had read this,” says Pattie, “1 was struck duwb.
My anger choked me.” DBut he soon recovered his
spe coch sufficiently to give the padre his ()pmluu in
the matter, to say that Te came from a country where
the laws compcﬂu[ a man to pay another what he
justly owed him without condition of submission to
‘any of his whimsical desires;” that as a protestant
he would not change his opinions for all the money
the mission was worth, and ‘that as an Awmerican,
“vather than consent to be adopted into the society and
LOL]p&UlOIlﬁhlp of such a band of murderers and rob-
Lers,” he would .su%er death. For this “honest and
plam ntterance” of his feelings, he was ordered to
leave the house; zmd keeping his rifle re eady for any "’
one the priest mloht send after him, he boaﬂ ht a
horse for three dollars, and started for Monte Tl RL} !
At the capital Pattie shipped on an American ves-
sel, and for several months ploughed the Pacific,
touching at various ports. He does not name the
vessel, and he gives no particulars of his voyage, save

33 3tranzely enough thereisnorecord in the archives recpecmw the ravazes
of small-pox or Pattiz’s professional tour; yet his statement is confirmed by
’he I;c«. 111@ Ju, stat ut?cal ':Lblcs show an extraordinary number of deaths
ians of all the northern missions. (S-ec note 33.) Sta
sz S Imn 1n11 \'L C,m o do not appear to have heen visited at all, Here
in the extreme north only the few who had not had the small- POX Wwere vac-
cinated. -
£t He had seen Don Serelde, as he calls the Russian manager, at 3. Diego,
and had been hmplored to come to Bodega and administer his lem:dy.

O
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170 OVERLAND—SMITH AND PATTIE—FOREIGNERS.

of the first weel’s terrible sea-sickness. Back at Aon-
tercy,” he took a more or less active part, on both
sides, in the Solis revolt, to which cvent consideralle
.Sp[LCb is devoted 1n his 1m1mtn 22 At first the trap-
per had contributed in a small way to the rebellion fund,
and had with difficulty been- dissuaded from ]0171111!)
the army of Solis in the hope of getting a shot at
Ticheandia; but in the'end he had become an ally of
his old foe, who on his coming to Montcrey received
Pattie aimbl} , and even listened with somo paticnce
to a repetition of his long-winded arguments and com-
plaints.  Yet nut‘wthatanchng the portcntous aspeet
of a document which Pattie had prepared by the ad-
vice of the Hawaiian consul, Jones,” for presentation
to the Amecrican minister at \Te\mo Edleaudia ven-
tured to doubt that his wrongs w ould e redressed,
though he granted a pa%pmt that he mieht go to
Mexico and try.  Spending three days de fﬂ(’&h( at San
Cdrlos in company with Captam William Hinckley,
hunting otter profitably for ten days on the cmst
presenting his rifle to Captain Conper, and erfmn g
letter of farewell to his former companions in The
south, Pattic sailed on the Volunteer May 9th, in
company with Solis and his fellow- puaonus for San
Rl
Amecrican chargé daffaires, he saw a communication
of President Andrew Jackson in his behalf, He was
honored by an interview with President Guerrero,
and had tlie pleasure of learning that Echeandfa had
been recalled. I have his or1gmal letter of June 14,
1830, to friends in California, naming Lothlin (L*mﬁh-

‘1He says it was Jan. G, 1830; but if there is any foundation of truth in
that part of the narrative which follows, it must have Leen about 2 mouths
carlicr.

#2Sec chapter iii., this volume, on the Solis revolt, and especially Pattie’s
version of that affair.  His dates are all wrong; there are many absurd inac-
curacices Luilt on a substratum of truth; and There is appavently deliberate
falschood vespeeting his personal exploits in the capture of Solis.

“ Pattic. says that this consul, John W, Joncs, to whom he had written
from S. Diego, arvived at \Iumuev April 29th in his own brig from the
Islands. Tlie reference is to John' C. Jones, Jr., owner of the Volunteer,
which arrived at about this time,
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lin), Pryor, and Ct)np(}]‘ in which he explains that
‘Kernal” Butler had been able to give no satistaction,
but had advice:d him to seck redress fron the Pre.sl—
dent of the United States. The adventurer reached
New Orleans in August, and proceeding up thL, Mis-
sissippi, was soon introduced to Rev. Thuuu} Flint,
who was to make his name and fame ImMore or less 1m-
mortal.* '

I have lesprfﬂ*entgd with fairness I thinlt, the sub-
stance and spirit of Pattie’s narrative, Lhonnh obliged
to omit many details, making no prefenmon to pulnt
out minor Crrors, and puhaps failing to give a full idea
ol the writer’s bltter teelings toward hb Oppressors,
The ‘:uh]PCt is entitled to the space I have given it, on
account of the extraor Imarv nature of the mlvunuur
recounted, the early date of the visit to California, the
extent of the author’s travels in the territory, the fame
of lis bools, and the accuracy of many of his statements.
Yet from the spirit of the narrative, from the numer-
ous erroneous statements, and from my knowledge of
Echeandia’s character, I have no hesitation in pro-
nouncing Pattic’s cnmpl‘uuts of ill treatment grossly
exaggerated. This opinion is confirmed by those of
the company who remained in the country. Iinter-
ing the territory without passports, the hunters were
acc onlmﬁ to the unwise policy of \Ib\l({lﬂ laws, lial )le
to arrcst, Presidio fare e, and especially prison fare,
in California at that time, was even less congenial to
American hunters than was the narrow spirit of Span-
ish policy.  Naturally they were dlsappumtcd at their
reception, and disot usted with their situation, but they
were not probably wade the vietims of any special
oppression. James O. Pattic was, however, a sclf-
conceited and quick-tempered boy, with a freedom of

# Letter in Fallejo, Doc., xxx. 85. In 1883 a man whose name I canuct
recall, apparently tm:t\mrth} while visiting my Library, stated that lus wife
was a niece of Pattie, and that the latter had » apent some time at her residence
in San Diego in late years, or at least since 18350, The man promised to ob-

tain from his wife a more definite statement on the subject, but I have not
received it.
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speech often amounting to insolence, and unlimited
ability to make himselt’ disagreeable.  How far these
peculiaritics, and the young man’s connection with
the smuggline operations of Bradshaw and Lang,
may have provoked IScheandia to the infliction of
special penalties, I cannot say. '

Thomas L. Smith, commonly called ‘Peg-les” Smith
a well known character in many parts of California,
but chiefly in later times, who died in a San Francisco
hospital in 1866—was one of the famous trappers and
Indian-fighters of this early epoch. He was at times
a companion of Jedediah Smith, and was the hero of

- many wild adventures in various parts of the great

interior; but very few of his early exploits have ever
been recorded with even approximate aceuracy of time

- or place.  He owes his position on this page to a re-

port that he came to California in 1829, a report that
I have not been able to trace to any reliable source.*
Engaged in trapping in the Utah regions, he came to
California to dispose of his furs. He was ordered out
of the country, and departed, he and his companion
taking with them, however, a band of three or four
hundred horses, 1n spite of cfforts of the Californians
to prevent the act.  Some accounts say that be visited

the country repeatedly in those early years, and we

shall find archive evidence of his presence a little later,
acting with the horse-thicves of the Tulares, and
known as ‘Il Cojo Smit.’®

In the spring of 1828 the Mexican government
granted to Richard Iixter and Julian Wilson*” a pro-

3 The story is told in many newspaper bingraphical sketches published at
the time of Smith's death. I have before me the S. I Bulletin, Oct. 25, 1860;
Nevade Daily Guzette, Oct. 25, 1566; and others in flayes’ Scraps, Cal. Notes,
ii. 309-12. )

®Asan item which I am unable to connect with any of the expeditions
particnlarly accredited to this period, I may notice a record of Nov. 6, 1829,
that five deserters from Upper California were captured on the fronticr of the
peninsula, one of whom, an Englishman, stabbed a neophyte, and was shot by
another. St Pep., Sae., MS.. xiv. 10-11,

1 Exter, of lxter, Graves, & Co., Mexico, was connected with the General
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Il

visional license to hunt and trap in New Mexico and

- California, as well as on the coasts for sca-otter. Thcy

had asked for an exclusive privilege, which proposition
was reserved for consideration l)} congress.  The ob-
ject in view was to derive a revenue from the territo-
rial wealth of furs, and by a contract with these for-
cioners to prevent the constantly incre asing clandestine
operations of other forcigners, whom no revenue laws
could control.  The idea was a good one. Such a con-
tract with a responsible and powerml company was
perhaps the only means by which Mexico could par-
tially protect her interests in this direction; but there
may be some doubt whether Exter and Wilson Pos-
sessed the requisite qualifications, since little is known
about them. It does not appear that the exclusive
privilege was ever conceded,® and nothing was ever
done under the provisional permit. VqHLJJu and Alva-
rado say that there was a strong feeling in California
against the scheme, and that when the “wo men came
to the country in 1829, strutting up and down as if
they owned it, Echeandia re fused to rec ognize their
authority, and they went away in disgust. 5

. In January 1830 a small party—of Mexicans ap-
parently—came from New Mexico to Los Angceles
under the leadership of José Antonio Vaca; but of
their purposes and adventures we know nothmﬂ from
the fragmentary records.”® A somewhat lhetter known

Pearl and Coml fishinz A GC‘JIIUII of Lon‘lon and thc.r" {,le sever: 11 Icttus
Irtl,e}u Doe., M., , KXIX ln 4 l(_za
= April ‘7\ 1528, 1}1-1'\'1:11:11:11 license granted. Hunting parties must Le

made up of at least two thirds Mexican eitizens. Mezico, Vem. el 15320, o
22, Auw. 7th, the comisario communicates the concession to Ierrera. - Exach
accounts must be ke :pt of number, size, and quality of skins. Dept. St Pap.,
Lea. Com. aul Trevs., MR, i IUU Dee. 2301328, gov. announces the license
in Cal., and says th at the l)‘lll,u.a will Le ulln\'L ed to catels otter. Depd. Lo,
AIS., vi. 162,

43 i'rz{'lﬂja, Ilist, Cal ) NS, i 124-53; Alearado, Hizt. Col., NS, i1, 128-0.
Fernandez, Cosus de C'al., \Iw )\.—‘3, mentions their failure tO‘ rofan axclusive
privilese, but says nothing of th ir having come to Cal,

5 ])rp‘ Rec., MS., viil. 14, 18, 09; Dept. St. Pap., Ben. Pref. y Juzg.,
M3, i 3L
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expedition is that of ISwing Young, the Tennessecan,
or Joaquin Jéven as he was often called, who entered
the territory later in the same year from New Mexico
with a company of beaver-hunters of various nation-
alitics.  Warner says this party came by Jedediah
Smith’s old trail, and found Ogden’s Hudson Bay
trappers on the Sacramento.™ r&fter trapping for a
short time in the Tulares, Young moved north and
met the Indian alealde of San Joss mission out on a
hunt for runaway neophytes by order of the padre.
The fueitives allied with the gentiles showed tight,
bus eloven of the trappers aided the alealde to defoat
the foe. Taking advantage of this service rendered,
Young, with thr 2e of 1115 men, came to the mission
July llth showed his passpmts O\plamul his need
of horses, and departed after promising to return in'a
week with furs to sell or to exchange tor supplies.™
There 18 no record that the hunters returned to
San José, though they may have done so; but at the
end of July three Frenchmen came to Monte orey,
announcing their intention to return to New Mexico,
having left the company.® In October the hunters
were in the vieinity of Los Angeles, where the leader
had great dxﬁlculty n contr ollmg thun, and where one
man was killed.®* It had been the intention to return
from the Colorado in December to sell furs and buy

U Warner's Reminis., MS., 37-9. In Dept. St. Pap., ii. 84, 113, is Young’s
passport of 1829 signed by Hcmy Clav

S July 13, lbuO report of José Derreyesa. Dept. St Pap., MS,, ii. 135-9.
One of Young’s passports was viséd ab \\'aslnnrrmu, March ‘70 lb’S hy the
Mex. ministor. It permitted the beaver to go into the interior.

$These men were Franeois Turcote, Jean Vaillant, and Anastase Curier.
Dept. St. Pap., Ben. Cust.-1f., M3., ii. 45, Inaletterto Capt. Clooper of Oct.
10th, Young says that the Ilcmhmcn who owed him money, had mutinied,

and dmcmmu.d to stay in the country; hut they had Leen forced to return

with the party. Te also speaks of the fight with Indians, bat indicates that
itiwas toreeover stolen horses vathier than to aid the nooplmcs Vallejo, Doc.,
A5, xxx. 133, Dee. 23d, Lcheandia to alealde of S. José, \PCJI\\ of 4
Amcricans w ho had come to the rancho of 8. Pablo and must depart at once.
There may be an crrov in this Jdate. Dept. Rec., MS., viii. 134

SVarner says that James Higgins killed an Irishman known as Big Jim,
Josd Antonio Pico reports the killing on Cet. 7th. He had erders to detain
Youny, but bis force was too small. Dr;:‘ St. Pap., Len. Pref. yJuzy., MS.,
i 97, Juan Iiggins, pr obably the same, remained in Cal. for 5 or G years at
18:1._1‘ Dept. St. Pup. ,)Ib iv. 1506, 159.
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mules; but Youna had lost contidence in his men, and
thought he would be fortunate to get safely home with
his company by the aid of the Awericans. He in-
tended, however, to come back the following year.
There are several men named as being in California
from New Mexico this year, some of whom may have
belonged to this party; but Young and Higgins are the
only ones kuown here later, unless Kit Carson may
have made his first visit at this time.

Of the foreion residents who ecame to Californin be-
fore 1826, about fifty are mentioned in the records
of 1826-30, a dozen or more having died or left
the country. Sowme of the more prominent, like Hart-
nell, Spence, Cooper, and Gale, have been noticed in
connection with commercial and waritime topics in
the preceding chapter. All, including new-comers,
were In this period as a class law-abiding citizens of
considerable influence in their new home. Many were
baptized, married, and naturalized. Space does not
periit the introduction of personal expericnces and
achievements here, but the reader is referred to the
biographic sketches presented elsewhere in this work.™

In respect of general policy toward forcigners
there was little or no teudency 1n California to exclu-
siveness or oppression in 1826, as has been seen from
the commereial record, and especially from the privi-
leges allowed to Captain Beechey, in contrast with
the treatment of Vancouver at an earlier date and
under another réoime. Yot the Mexican laws were
strict in requiring forcigners to show passports, and
submit to surveillance; hence the precautions taken
in the case of Jedediah Smith and his company;
hence certain orders for the arrest of desertine sailors.

B

o
o

% Young to Coover. allejo, Doc., NS, xxx. 135. .
58 Sec alphabetical register of ploncersat end of vol. fi.—v. Alsoalist of pio-
nects who came before 1830, at the end of vol. ii. of this work.

" Aug., Dee. 1826, orders of sup. govt against admission of forcigners
without passports circulated by gov, and comandantes. S. José, dreh., MS.,
vi. 23; Dept. Lec., MS., iv. 25,

\

Criginzl fram
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Of new-comers for 1826, about sixty are named. Tt is
not casy to decide exactly whicl of these are entitled
to the name of pioneers, nor i1s it neeessary, beeause I
shall mention thewm all elsewhere. Here I name only
such as remained in the country several yearsat least,
traders who came often during a series of years and
became well known to the people, men who though
visitors now became permanent residents later, and
men who died in California.  Such for this year
number twenty-five.”®  The most prominent names
are those of Dana, Fitch, and Wilson; but ten or
twelve lived long in the country and were well
known.

In 1827 the general orders from Mexico promul-
gated by Echeandia, and more or less fully enforced,
were to insist on passports, to keep a strict watch,
render a monthly account of new arrivals, grant 1o
lands to foreigners, and by no means to allow them to
forin settlements on coast or islands.™  On the inter-
cession of the English chargé daffaires in Mexico, the
local authorilies were empowered to extend the pass-
ports of Iinglish residents for one year, while the
papers of other foreigners might be extended so as to
allow them time to make a regular application for re-
newal.” My list of newly arrived pioncers for the
year contains twelve names, the total number, includ-
ing visitors, being about thirty.® John Temple and

¥ Tor complete lists see Pioncer Register at end of these volumes. The
ploncers of 1826 were the following: Louis Bolbeda, J oaquin Bowman, Michael
Charles, Wm H. Cunningham, Wm G. Dana, Henry D. Fitch, Guy F. Fling,
Benj. Toxen, Isaac CGalbraith, Cornelius A. Johuson, John Littleton, Wm
Logan, Thomas B. Mark, Joagnin Pereira, Louis Pombert, John Rewd (%), Geo.

J. Rice, Jumes Scott, Joseph Steele, Wm Trevethan, John 3. Turner, Geo.
W. Vineent, John Wilson, John \Wilson (trapper), and John H. Wilson the
negro.

“8up. Gort St. Pap., MS., iv. 1; Dept. Rec., MS., v. 19, 53, 95; Dej.
St. Pap., S. Jasé, M3, v. 12,

WSt Pup., Sce., MS., xvi. 1-3; Dept. Ree., MS., vi. 175. Barron and
Forbes at Tepie were at this time pumping Bandini and Hartnell for informa-
tion about Californin, and projecting a visit. Oct. 17, 1827, Kustacio Bar-
von to Bandini. Bewudini, Doc., MS., 7. S -

‘1 3ee Pioncer Recister at end of these volumes. Pioncers of 1827 Miguel
Allen (born in Cal,), John Bradshaw, Geo. Coleman, Nicolas Dodero, Robt J.
LElwell, John A. €. 1lolmes, Giovanni Glande, Joseplh Jackson, John B.
Leandry, Jean B. Mutrel, William Smith, and John Temple,
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‘Robert J. Talwell became miost prominent in California:

though Bradshaw, Holmes, and Leandry were akso
well tnown men. It was during this year that the
Californians were excited at the presence and actions of
Jededialy Smitl'’s trappers, their first American visit-
ors by the overland route.  As Swith arrived in De-
cember 1826, the names of his companions whe set-
tled in the country have been included in the list of
that year, thuuﬂll they left the company of Lunters,
and some of them arrived, in 1827.

Orders of the C:thnrmau officials in 1828 respect-
ing foreigners were of the same tenor as before; ap-
phcauona for naturalization were frequent; many
strangers wished to marry Californian wives. Bands
of trappers on the frontiers round about excited some
apprehensions. A few imumgrants of Mexican blood
sec to have come in from bunom and all was faith-
fully reported to the minister of relations in Mexico.®
In accordance with the decree of March 12, 1823,
which declared that no foreigner could remain in
Aexican territory without a passport, and regulated
the holding of property by naturalized citizens,® a
reglamento was 1ssued by the pre:ﬂdem on \Tav 1st
prescribing in detail the methods to be observed in
obtaining, grauting, and using passports of various
kinds. This document was doabtless forwarded to
California later in the year.® T find about sixty new

$2 Dept. Rec., M3, vi. 21, 27, 197, 192, 194; vii. 25; St. Pap., Sae., MS,,
x. 08; Vullejo, Doc., MS., xxix. passim. The Americans celebrated July 4th
by Lurninz much po wider on the vessels at S, Diegzao.

B Mexivo, Deviclo sebre Pusuportes y modo de adquirir propizdades los
Estrangeras, 12 de Marzo de 1523, 12 amd"'a In So l’mcit[& s Civil Law aof
Speda cend Meaieo, 345-31, in Rpamdt and English; ffay-<" Wew. Lv(z/ 5, 31-2.

8 Merico, Reylamento parea o vamo de Prc\(!) orles—ilecicladn por I Presi-
dente e 1 e Mays 18280 Printad copy in Pinto, Doc., 1. 3. 25 m'ticles,
numbered as 220 Alsy in Dept. St Pap., Angeles, NS, ix. 33-6; and part of
it in Vallejo, Dor., M3, Omitting minor details, this resulation was in
substance as follows: The master of a ship, on arrival, must Tarnish a report
of his forcign passengers, and cach passénger a report of his name, IJleillu:a,
ete., to the customs officor, who will g ant a baleto de disemburco to such as
are not Spaniards, and have a passpors from the general government, or from
duly zeereditesl Mexican 'wcu‘* ebroad, or a boadl from the consul or agent
of their nation at the port of landing, or of a Mexican citizen. The bo’fio

without which ne forcizner could leave the vessel, must be presented mnhm
Hist. CAL., '\uL 1II. 12
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names of foreigners in this year’s records, several he-
longing tomen whose presence is noted in consequence
of the regulations just mentioned, but about whom
no. more is known than that they were here in 1828-9,
Pioneers proper nmmber cighteen, as per appended
list.”  Several of these hecame in later times locally
prominent; and one of the number, Henry A. Peiree,
1s gtill living in 1884, being in a sense the oldest living
ploneer within my knowledge, though he has by no
means resided continuously in California. Two or
three detected attempts at smuggling, together with
the presence of Pattic and his trappers from Now
Mexico, were the leading topies of interest for 1828,
as far as foreioners were concerned. .

In 1829 Echeandia continued to civenlate the pass-
port regulations for the benefit of foreioners and of
local officials. He still received numerous applica-
tions for permits to remain, to travel, to marry, or to
become naturalized, and called for full reports of resi-
dent foreigners.® It is from these reports, and the
various certificates connected with the applications
ahove veferred to, that T have obtained much of the
information presented clsewhere respecting individ-
uals; still the lists arc incomplete, and have to be per-
fected from numerous scattered documents.” Kche-
24 hours to the civil authority of the port, who will visé the passport. To
travel in the intevior a earte e sequeidad for a year must be obtained.
Whatever passports a foreigner mizht have, he must present himself to the

civil uuthorities of any place where he intended to remain over § days, anid
ou each change of vesidence.  Due provison was made for rencwal of licenses,

penaliies for failure to eomply with the law, and for full reports to be sent to

the govermment.
. % Pioneers of 1823: Stephen Anderson, Louis Bouchet, John Brown (7)
John Duvis, Jesse Fergusen, Richard Lauwghlin, Timothy Murphy, Sylvester
Pattie, Henry A. Peivee, W Dope, Nathaniel Pryor, Isaac Slover, Wm
Taylor, James Thompson, Wm Wazren (%) the negro, Edward Watson, Wm
Willis, and Julian Wilson.  For Diomaphical skefehes, sco Pioneer Resister
at the enil of vol. {i.—v., this worlk. -

€ Depd. Tlee., M8, Vil 59, 86, 105, 176; Dept. St Pap., MS., xix. 20-2;

3

-8 Pap.,Sae., M3, <3 4 Fallejo. Dae., AIS., xxix. 310

O Naturalization veeords in Dept. St Pap,, MS., six. passim. List of 43
names dated Feh. - J{th, in il xix. 4L List of 4L names in Monterey dis-
trict Fel. 1Gth, in /7., ii. 113, List of 7 names in S. Josd, Feh. 5th. I,
xix. 3. List of 7 at Los Anceles Teb. 1th, in Monterry, Arch., DS., vii,
245, Appavently 2 forcigners ab 3. I Dept. St. Pap., AMS,, il 97-8, There
are no lists for Sta Bdrbara or 8. Dieso.
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andia heard this year and forwarded to the supreme
government a rumor that the Americans were plotting
to seize the port of San Francisco; while on the other
side of the continent we find a rumor from Mexico,
by way of Tngland, that California with Texas was
to be made over to the United States for a term of
years, as security for a large sum of money to be spent
in resisting Spanish invasion.”® The new arrivals of
the year, as named in an appended list, were seven-
teen,” or about thirty-five including visitors, or men
about whom nothing more is known than their men-
tion in lists of the year. Prominent names are those
of Captain Hinckley, Alfred Robinson, and Aol
Stearns. Robinson still lives in 1884, with none to
dispute his title as the oldest pioneer, unless it be
Peirce of 1828, as alveady mentioned, or Michael
White, perhaps still alive, but about whose arrival in
1829 there is some doubt. The great excitement of
the year was the Solis revolt, in which, as we have
seen, the foreigners, though at first somewhat inclined
to sympathize with the movement as promising them
certain commercial advantages, later took a decided
stand in favor of the regular authorities, and contrib-
uted largely to the restoration of the capital.

In February 1830 the Mexican government, in reply
to reports respecting Abel Stearns and others in Cali-
fornia who were seeking lands, directed Echeandia to
distribute the public lands in accordance with the laws
to such foreigners as could comply with all the require-
ments, taking care, however, that the Russians and

88 June 25th, E. to min. of vel., in Dept. Rec., MS., vil. 25. Niles® Req.,
xxxvii. 87. The Jokn Bull says: “The proposition of America must not be
quiefly listened to or tamely permitted; while we are earnest in our endeavors
to put a stop to the power of Russia, we must not forget the necessity of
checking the aggrandizemens of America.’

¥ Pioneers of 1829—the “(?)’ indicates uncertainty about the exact date of
arrival: James D. Arther, Jas Breck, Walter Duckworth (7), James Flem-
ming, Wm 8. Hinckley (2), Geo. Kinlock (2), Lawrence (born in Cal.), John
Meek, Manuel D. Olivera, Jordan Pacheco, John Rainsford, Alfred Reobin-
gon, Thos L. (Peg-leg) Smith (), Abel Stearns, Chas A. Swain (7), Michael
White (?), and Geo. \Williams. See Liog. sketelies of them and also of the

rears’ visitors in Pioneer Register at the end of these volumes.
o
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Americans should be the least numerous, and be located
in the eentral parts.™ A little later, however, forcion-
ers of adjaccut countries were prohibited from coloni-
zation on the frontier.™ - It is not certain that any
resident foreigner had yet obtained his final and com-
plete papers of naturalization; though a few may have
done so, and many had made application and complied
with all the preliminary requirements, receiving cer-
tificates which served all practical purposes.® New-
comers of this final year of the decade were fifty, of
whom twenty-four named in a note may be regarded

- as pioncers proper.”  The arrival of It Carson this

yearis doubtful.  Bee, Jones, Nye, Snook, and Young
were tlhie nantes best known in the annals of later years.
Some details about all the men named in this chapter
and many visitors not here named may be found in
the Pioncer Register appended to these volumes. That
reaister will also serve as an index through which may
be {found all that is recorded of any early Californian
i this werk. . :

T%¢h. 2,1330, Alaman o B. Swp. Gort St Pap,, MS., vi. 4.

M Law of April G, 1830, in flallecl's Report, 121-2,  Article 7 of the law
of Ane. 18, 1824, was theveby repealed.

“#The naturalization regulations, probably of 1528, are given in Selonidt’s
Clrid Lave of Spain ol Merics, 353-9, in Spanish anid Bnglish,  The general
purpert had been cireulated by Deheandia on June 4, 1829, Dept. St. Lap.,
M., xiv. 2210 Theserules preseribed in substance that any forcigner of two
years’ residence might, one year after having amnounced his iutention, obfain
a ciorta de patiralen from the gov. by renouncing allallegisnee to any foreign
power, swearing tasuppors the eonstitntion nnd laws of Mexico, and presenting
proof in due forn of Catholic fnith, weans of support, and good conduct.  See
also the Mex. passport revulations of Oct. 12, 1850, in rrillaya, Recop., 1830,
IR TR N

“ Pioncers of 183); Henry J. Bee, John Burns, Kit Cavson (7). James Cook,
Phil. I1. Devoll, Jumn Demingo, *William Duckworth, John Ebbetts, James
Havris, John [ligzins, Johu O Jones, *Geo, D. Kinleck, Laure, Allen Lowis,
Gorhiam M. Nye, *Juan Pombert, Sam. Prentice, John Rice, John Roach, Ed
Rebinson (%), Jos I, Snock, Sam. Thompson, *Francis Watson, and Ewing
Young. Those whose names are marked with a * were born in Cal., their
fathers being forcigners.
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PREFACE.

HISTORICAL.

HERE are very few states in the Union that have a more varied and a more interesting
history than California; and there are few if any whose history is so vaguely and so
indefinitely known. This is largely due to the fact that its colonization was effected by

one race and its evolution as a state by another.

In the rapid development of the state by the conquering race, the trials and struggles of
the first colonists have been forgotten. No forefathers' day keeps their memory green, and no
observance celebrates the anniversary of their landing. To many of its people, the history of
California begins with the discovery of gold, and all behind that is regarded of little impor-
tance. The race characteristics of the two peoples who have dominated California differ
widely; and from this divergence arises the lack of sympathetic unison. Perhaps no better
expression for this difference can be given than is found in popular bywords of each. The
“poco tiempo” (by and by) of the Spaniard is significant of a people who are willing to wait
—who would rather defer till maiiana—to-morrow—than hurry to-day. The “go ahead” of
the American is indicative of haste, of rush, of a strenuous struggle to overcome obstacles,
whatever they may be, in the present.

In narrating the story of California, I have endeavored to deal justly with the different
eras and episodes of its history; to state facts; to tell the truth without favoritism or preju-
dice; to give credit where credit is due and blame where it is deserved. In the preparation of

this history I have tried to make it readable. I have avoided dull details and have omitted cum-
brous statistics.

The subject has been presented by topic, observing so far as possible the chronological
order of the events. In collecting material for this work, I have visited all the large libraries
of the state, have consulted state and county archives, and have scanned thousands of pages of
newspapers and magazines. Where extracts have been made, due credit has been given in the
body of the work. I have received valuable assistance from librarians, from pioneers of the state,
from editors and others. To all who have assist ed me, I return my sincere thanks.

J. M. GUINN.
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CHAPTER X.

FIRST DECADE OF MEXICAN RULE.

OSE MARIA ECHEANDIA, a licutenant

colonel of the Mexican army, was ap-

pointed governor ol the two Californias,
February 1, 1825. With lhis stafi officers and
a few soldiers le landed at Loreto June
22, After a delay of a few maonths at Lo-
reto he marched to San Diego,
where he arrived about the middle of October.
e summoned Argucllo to him there,
which he did and turned over the government,
Qctober 31, 1825. [Echeandia established his
capital at San Diego, that town being about the
center of his jurisdiction. This did not suit the
people of Monterey, who become prejudiced
against the new governor. Shortly after his
inauguration he began an investigation of the
attitude of the mission friars towards the re-
public of Mexico. He called padres Sanches,
Zalvidea, Peyri and Martin, representatives of
the four southern missions, to San Diego and
demanded of them whether they would take the
oath of allegiance to the supreme government.
They expressed their willingness and were ac-
cordingly sworn to support the constitution of
1824. Many of the friars of the northern mis-

overland

meet

sions remained contumacious. Among the
most stubborn of these was Padre Vicente

Francisco de Sarria, former president ol the
missions. He had resigned the presidency to
escape taking the oath of allegiance and still
continued his opposition. He was put under ar-
rest and an order issued for his expulsion by
the supreme government, but the execution of
the order was delayved for fear that if he were
banished others of the disloval padres would
abandon their missions and secretly leave the
country. The government was not ready vet to
take possession of the The friars
could keep the neophytes in subjection ‘and
make them work. The husincss of the country

missions.

was in the hands of the iriars and any radical
change would have been disastrous.

The national government in 1827 had issued

a decree for the expulsion of Spaniards from
Mexican territory.  There were certain classes
of those burn in Spain who were exempt from
banishment, but the friars were not amaong the
exempts. The decree ol expulsion reached Cal-
ifornia in 1828; but it was not enforced ior the
reason that all of the mission padres except
three were Spaniards. To have sent these out
of the country would have demoralized the mis-
sions.  The Spanish friars were expelled from
Mexico; but those in California, although some
of them had boldly proclaimed their willingness
to die for their king and their religion and de-
manded their passports to leave the country,
allowed to remain in the country. Their
ports were not given them for reasons
above

we
pas

ated. Padres Ripoll and Altimira made
their escape without passports,  They secretly
took passage on an American brig lying at
Santa Barbara. Orders were issued to seize the
vessel should she put inte any other harbor on
the coast, but the captain, who no doubt had
been liberally paid, took no chance of capture
and the padres
safety.

eventually reached Spain in
There was a suspicion that the two
friars had taken with them a large amount of
money from the mission {unds, but nothing was
proved. Tt was certain that they carried away
something more than the bag and staff, the only
property allowed them by the rules of their
order.

The most bitter opponent of the new govern-
ment was Father Luis Antonio Martinez of San
Luis Obispo.
of Ripoll and Altimira there were rumors that

Defore the clandestine departure

e meditated a seeret departure from the coun-
try. The mysterious shipment of $6,000 in gald
belonging to the mission on a vessel called the
Santa Apolonia gave credence to the repart of

his intended flight. He had been given a

port but still remained in the territory.
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outspoken disloyvalty and his well known suc-
cess in evading the revenue laws and smuggling
goods into the country had made him particu-
larly obnoxious to the authorities. Governor
Echeandia determined to make an example of
him. He was arrested in February, 1830, and
confined in a room at Santa Barbara. In his
trial before a council of war -an attempt was
made to connect him with complicity in the Solis
revolution, but the evidence against him was
weak. By a vote of five to one it was decided
to send him out of the country. He was put
on board an English vessel bound for Callao and
there transferred to a vessel bound for Europe;
he finally arrived safely at Madrid.

Under the empire a diputacion or provincial
legislature had been established in California.
Arguello in 1825 had suppressed this while he
was governor. Icheandia, shortly after his ar-
rival, ordered an election for a new diputacion.
The diputacion made the general laws of the
territory. It consisted of seven members called
vocals. These were chosen by an electoral
junta, the members of which were elected by
the people. The diputacion chose a diputado or
delegate to the Mexican Congress. As it was a
long distance for some of the members to travel
to the territorial capital a suplente or substitute
was chosen for each member, so as to assure a
quorum. The diputacion called by Echeandia
met at Monterey, June 14, 1828, The sessions,
of which there were two each week, were held in
the governor’'s palacio. This diputacion passed
a rather peculiar revenue law. It taxed domestic
aguardiente (grape brandy) $5 a bharrel and
wine half that amount in the jurisdictions of
Aonterey and San Francisco; but in the juris-
dictions of Santa Barbara and San Diego the
rates were doubled, brandy was taxed $10
a barrel and wine $5. San Diego, Los An-
geles and Santa Barbara were wine producing
districts, while Monterey and San Francisco
were not. As there was a larger consumption of
the product in the wine producing districts than
in the others the law was enacted for revenue
and not for prevention of drinking.

Another peculiar freak of legislation perpe-
trated by this diputacion was the attempt to
change the name of the territory. The supreme

S HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

government was memorialized to change the
name of Alta California to that of Montezuma
and also that of the Pueblo de Nuestra Sefiora
de los Angeles to that of Villa Victoria de Ia
Reyna de los Angeles and make it the capital
of the territory. A coat of arms was adopted
for the territory. It consisted of an oval with
the figure of an oak tree on one side, an olive
tree on the other and a plumed Indian in the
center with his bow and quiver, just in the
act of stepping across the mythical straits
of Anian. The memorial was sent to Mexico,
but the supreme government paid no attention
to it.

The political upheavals, revolutions and coun-
ter revolutions that followed the inauguration
of a republican form of government in Mexico
demoralized the people and produced a prolific
crop of criminals. The jails were always full
and it became a serious question what to do
with them. It was proposed to make California
a penal colony, similar to England’s Botany
Bay. Orders were issued to send criminals to
California as a means of reforming their mor-
als. The Californians protested against the
sending of these undesirable immigrants, but in
vain. In February, 1830, the brig Maria Ester
brought eighty convicts from Acapulco to San
Diego. They were not allowed to land there
and were taken to Santa Barbara. What to
do with them was a serious question with the
Santa Barbara authorities. The jail would not
hold a tenth part of the shipment and to turn
them loose in the sparsely settled country was
dangerous to the peace of the community. Fin-
ally, about thirty or forty of the worst of the
bad lot were shipped over to the island of Santa
Cruz. They were given a supply of cattle, some
fishhooks and a few tools and turned loose on
the island to shift for themselves. They staid
on the island until they had slaughtered and
eaten the cattle, then they built a raft and
drifted back to Santa Barbara, where they
quartered themselves on the padres of the mis-
sion. Fifty more were sent from Mexico a few
months later. These shipments of prison exiles
were distributed around among the settlements.
Some served out their time and returned to their
native land, a few escaped over the border,
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others remained in the territory after their time
was up and became fairly good citizens.

The colenization law passed by the Mexican
Congress August 18, 182y, break
in the proscriptive regulations that had pre-
vailed in Spanish-American countries since their
settlement.  Any good character
who should locate in the country and hecome a
Roman Catholic could obtain a grant of public
land, not exceeding cleven leagues; hut no for-
eigner was allowed to obtain a grant within
twenty leagues of the boundary of a foreign
country nor within ten leagues of the sea coast.
The law of April 14, 1828, allowed foreigners
to become naturalized citizens. The applicant
was required to have resided at least two vears
in the country, to be or to hecome a Raman
Catholic, to renounce allegiance to his former
country and to swear to support the constitution
and laws of the Mexican republic. Quite a
number of foreigners who had been residing
a number of years in California took advantage
of this law and became Mexican citizens by nat-
uralization. The colonization law of Novem-
ber 18, 1828, prescribed a series of rules and
regulations for the making of grants of land.
Colonists were required to settle on and culti-
vate the land granted within a specified time or
forfeit their grants. Any one residing outside
of the republic could not retain possession of
his land. The minimum size of a grant as de-
fined by this law was two hundred varas square
of irrigable land, eight hundred varas
of arable land (depending on the seasons) and
twelve hundred varas The
size of a house lot hundred varas
square.

The Californians had grown accustomed to
foreigners coming to the country by sea, but
they were not prepared to have them come over-
land. The mountains and deserts that inter-
vened between the United States and California
were supposed to be an insurmountable barrier
to foreign immigration by land. Tt was no doubt
with feelings of dismay, mingled

was ithe first

foreigner of

square

square grazing land.
was one

with anger,

that Governor Echeandia received the advance
guard of maldito estranjeros, who came across
LEcheandia hated foreigners and
Americans.

the continent.

particularly The pioneer of over-

land travel from the United States 1o
wias Capt. Jededialh S, Smith.
e Connecticut amd when

California
Snuth was born
quitc  young came
with his father to Ohio and located in Ashtabula
county,

where he grew ta manhoad amid the

rude surroundings of pioncer life

i the we
By some means he abtained a fairly good eiluca-
tion. We have no record of when he began the
life of a trapper. \We
employe of

first hear of him as an
He had

on the waters of

General Ashley in 1822,
command of a band of trappers
the Snake river in 1824, Afterwards he became
a partner of Ashley under the firm name of
Ashley & Smith and au]mcqu(ml\' one of the
members of the Rocky Mountain FFur Lump ANy,
The latter company had about 1 1823 established
1 post and fort near Great Salt Lake.

this, August 22, 1826,

From
Captain Smith with a
band of filteen hunters and trappers started on
his first expedition to California.
was to find some new

His object
country that had nat been
occupiedby a fur company. Traveling in a south-
westerly direction he discovered a river which
he named Adams (aiter President John Quincy
Adams) now known as the Rio \i irgin.
stream he followed

the Colorarlo.

This
down to its junction with
Traveling down the latter river
he arrived at the Mojave villages, where he
rested fifteen days. Here he found two wander-
ing neophytes. who guided his party across the
desert to the San Gabriel mission, where he and
his men arrived safely early in December, 1826,

The arrival of a party of armed Americans
from across the mountains and deserts alarmed
the padres and couriers were hastily dispatched
to Governor LEcheandia at San Diego. The
Americans were placed under arrest and com-
pelled to give up their arms. Smith was taken
to San Diego to give anm account of himseli, e
claimed that he had been compelled to enter
the territory on account of the loss of harses
and a scarcity of provisions.  He was finally re-
leased from prison upon the endorsement of

several American ship captains and supercar-
goes who were then at San Diego.  He was al-

g
lowed to return to San Gabriel. where he pur-
chased horses and supplies. He moved his camp
Bernardino, where

o San he remained until

February.  The authorities had grown uneasy
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at his continued presence in the country and
orders were sent to arrest him, but before this
could be domne he left for the Tulare country by
way of Cajon Pass. He trapped on the tribu-
taries of the San Joaquin. By the 1st of May
he and his party had reached a fork of the Sac-
ramento (near where the town of Folsom now
stands). Here he established a summer camp
and the river ever since has been known as the
American fork from that circumstance,

Here again the presence of the Americans
worried the Mexican authorities. Smith wrote
a conciliatory letter to Padre Duran, president
of the missions, informing him that he had
“made several efforts to pass over the moun-
tains, but the snow being so deep I could not
succeed in getting over. I returned to this
place, it being the only point to kill meat, to
vait a few weeks until the snow melts so that I
can go on.” “On May 20, 1827, Smith writes,
“with two men, seven horses and two mules, I
started from the valley. In eight days we
crossed Mount Joseph, losing two horses and
one mule. After a march of twenty days east-
ward from Mount Joseph (the Sierra Nevadas)
I reached the southwesterly corner of the Great
Salt Lake. The country scparating it from the
mountains is arid and without game. Often we
had no water for two days at a time. \When
we reached Salt Lake we had leit only one horse
and one mule, so exhausted that they could
hardly carry our slight baggage. \Ve had been
forced to eat the horses that had succumbed.”

Smith's route over the Sierras to Salt Lake
was substantially the same as that followed bythe
overland emigration of later years. He discov-
ered the Humboldt, which he named the MMary
river, a name it bore until changed by Fremont
in 18435. He was the first white man to cross
the Sierra Nevadas. Smith left his party of
trappers except the two who accompanied him
in the Sacramento valley. He returned next
vear with reinforcements and was ordered out
of the country by the governor. He traveled up
the coast towards Oregon. On the Umpqua
river he was attacked by the Indians. All his
party except himsell and two others were mas-
sacred. He lost all of his horses and furs. He
reached Fort Vancouver, his clothing torn to

90 HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

rags and almost starved to death. In 1831 he
started with a train of wagons to Santa Fe on a
trading expedition. While alone searching for
water near the Cimarron river he was set upon
by a party of Indians and killed. Thus perished
by the hands of cowardly savages in the wilds of
New Mexico a man who, through almast in-
credible dangers and sufferings, had explored
an unknown region as vast in extent as that
which gave fame and immortality to the African
explorer, Stanley; and who marked out trails
over mountains and across deserts that Fre-
mont following years afterwards won the title
of “Pathinder of the Great West.” Smith led
the advance guard of the fur trappers to Cali-
fornia. Notwithstanding the fact that they were
umvelcome visitors these adventurers continued
to come at intervals up to 1845. They trapped
on the tributaries of the San Joaquin,Sacramento
and the rivers in the northern part of the terri-
tory. A few of them remained in the country
and became permanent residents, but most of
them sooner or later met death by the savages.

Capt. Jedediah S. Smith marked out two of
the great immigrant trails by which the overland
travel, after the discovery of gold, entered Cal-
ifornia, one by way of the Humbaoldt river over
the Sierra Nevadas, the other southerly from
Salt Lake, Utah Lalke, the Rio Virgin, across
the Colorado desert, through the Cajon Pass to
Los Angeles. A third immigrant route was
blazed by the Pattie party. This route led from
Santa Fe, across New Mexico, down the Gila
to the Colorado and from thence across the
desert through the San Gorgonio Pass to Los
Angeles.

This party consisted of Sylvester Pattie,
James Ohio Pattie, his son, Nathaniel M.
Pryor, Richard Laughlin, Jesse Furguson, Isaac
Slover, William Pope and James Puter. The
Patties left Kentucky in 1824 and followed trap-
ping in New Mexico and Arizona until 1827;
the elder Pattie for a time managing the cop-
per mines of Santa Rita. In May, 1827, Pattie
the elder, in command of a party of thirty trap-
pers and hunters, set out to trap the tributaries
of the Colorado. Losses by Indian hostilities,
by dissensions and desertions reduced the party
to eight persons. December 1st, 1827, while

(R
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these were encamped on the Colorado near ihe
mouth of the Gila, the Yuma Indians stole all
their horses. They constructed rafts and loated
down the Colorada, expecting {o find Spanish
settlements on its banks, where they hoped to
procure horses to take them back to Santa Te.
They floated down the river until they encoun-
tered the flood tide from the gull. TIinding it
impossible to go ahead on account of the tide
or back on account of the river current, they
landed, cached their furs and traps and with
two days’ supply of beaver meat struck out
westerly across the desert. Alter traveling for
twenty-four dayvs and suffering alimost incredible
hardships they reached the old Mission of Santa
Catalina near the head of the Guli of California.
Here they were detained until news of their ar-
rival could be sent to Governor Echeandia at
San Diego. A guard of sixteen soldiers was sent
for them and they were conducted to San Diego,
where they arrived February 27, 1828, Their
arms were taken from them and they were put
in prison, The elder Pattie died during their
imprisonment. In September all the party ex-
cept young Pattie, who was retained as a hast-
age, were released and permitted to go aiter
their buried furs. They found their furs had been
ruined by the overflow of the river. Two of the
party, Slover and Pope, made their way back
to Santa Fe; the others returned, bringing with
them their beaver traps. They were again im-—
prisoned by Governor Echeandia, but were fin-
ally released.

Three of the party, Nathaniel 1. Pryor.
Richard Laughlin and Jesse Furguson, became
permanent residents of California. Young DMat-
tie returned to the United States by way of
Mexico. After his return, with the assistance
of the Rév. Timothy Flint, he wrote an account
of his adventures, which was published in Cin-
cinnati in 1833, under the title of “Tattic’s Nar-
rative.” Young Pattie was inclined to exaggera-
tion. In- his narrative he claims that with vac-
cine matter brought by his
Santa Rita mines he vaccinated twenty-two
thousand people in Caliornia. In Los Angeles
alone, he vaccinated hundred,
which was more than double the population of
the town in 1828, He took a contract irom the

father irom the

twenty-five

~a bullet.
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cinate all the
When his job was

president of the missions to vac

neophytes in the territory.
finished the president offered him in payv five

hundred  cattle  and  five  Thundred  mules
with land to pasture his stock on condition
he would hecome a Roman  Catholic and

TFattic scorned the of-
fer and ronndly upbraided the padre for taking
advantage of him.
Governor Lacheandia a tongue lashing and had
From his
narrative he seems to have put in most of his

a citizen of Mexico.

He had previously given
threatened to shoot him on sight

time in California blustering and threatening to
shoot somebody.

Another famous trapper of this period was
“leg Leg” Smith. His real name.was Thomas
L. Smith. It is said that in a fight with the
[ndians his leg belaw the knee was shaitered by
He coolly amputated his Jeg at the
knee with no other instrument than his hunting
He wore a wooden leg and from this
He first came to California
He was ordered out of the country.

linife.
came his nickname.
in 1820,
Ile and his party took their departure, but with

them went three or four hundred California
horses.  He died in a San Irancisco hospital in
1866.

Ewing Young, a famous captain of trappers,
made several visits to California from 1830 to
1837, In 1831 he led a party of thirty hunters
and trappers, among those of his party who
remained in California was Col. J. J. Warner,
who Dbecame prominent in the territory and
state. In 1837 LEwing, Young with a party of
sixteen men came down from Oregon, where
he finally located, to purchase cattle for the new
Willamette They
hought seven hundred cattle at $3 per head from
them

scttlements on  the river.

the government and drave overland to
Oregon, reaching there after a toilsome journey
of four months with six hundred. Young died
i Oregon in 1841, '
From the dovwnfall of Spanish domination in
1822, to the close of that decade there had been
but few political disturbances in California. The
only one of any consequence was Solis” and
Herrera’s attempt to revolutionize the territory
and seize the government. José Maria Herrera

had come to California as a commissioner of




7-29 22:16 GMT / http//hdl.handle.net/2027/loc.ark:/13960/L7jq19t8n

P fwww. hathitrust.org/access_use#pd

Generated on 2

Public Domain / .

92 HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

the commissary department, but after a short
term of service had been removed from office
for fraud. Joaquin Sclis was a convict who was
serving a ten years sentence of banishment irom
AMexico. The ex-ofiicial and the exile with oth-
ers of damaged character combined to overturn
the government.

On the night of November 12, 1829, Solis,
with a band of soldiers that he had induced to
join his standard, seized the principal govern-
ment officials at Monterey and put them in
prison. At Solis’ solicitation Herrera drew up
a pronunciamento. It followed the usual line
of such documents. It began by deploring the
evils that had come upon the territory through
Echeandia’s misgovernment and closed with
promises of reformation if the revolutionists
should obtain control of the government. To
obtain the sinews of war the rebels seized
$3.,000 of the public funds. This was dis-
tributed among the soldiers and proved a great
attraction to the rebel cause. Solis with twen-
ty men went to San Francisco and the sol-
diers there joined ™ his standard. Next he
marched against Santa Barbara with an army
of one hundred and filty men. FEcheandia on
hearing of the revolt had marched northward
with all the soldiers he could enlist. The two
armies met at Santa Ynez. Solis opened fire on
the governor's army. The fire was returned.
Solis’ men began to break away and soon the
army and its valiant leader were in rapid flight.
Pacheco’s cavalry captured the leaders of the
revolt. Herrara, Solis and thirteen others were
shipped to Mexico under arrest to be tried for
their crimes. The Mexican authorities, always
lenient to California revolutionists, probably
irom a fellow feeling, turned them all loose
and Herrera was sent back to fill his former
office.

Near the close of his term Governor
Echeandia formulated a plan for converting the
mission into pueblos. To ascertain the fitness
of the neophytes for citizenship he made an in-
vestigation to find out how many could read and
write. He found so very few that he ordered
schools opened at the missions, A pretense was
made of establishing schoals, but very little was
accomplished. The padres were opposed to edu-

cating {ne natives for the same reason that the
southern slave-holders were opposed to educat-
ing the negro, namely, that an ignorant people
were more easily kept in subjection. Echeandia’s
plan of secularization was quite elaborate and
dealt fairly with the neophytes. It received the
sanction of the diputacion when that body met
in July, 1830, but before anything could be done
towards enforcing it another governor was ap-
pointed. Echeandia was thoroughly hated by
the mission friars and their adherents. Robin-
son 1n his “Life in California” calls him a man
of vice and makes a number of damaging asser-
tions about his character and conduct, which
are not in accordance with the facts. It was dur-
ing Echeandia’s term as governor that the motto
of Mexico, Dios y Libertad (God and Liberty),
was adopted. It became immensely popular
and was used on all public documents and often
in private correspondence.

A romantic episode that has furnished a
theme for fiction writers occurred in the last
vear of Echeandia’s rule. It was the elopement
of Henry D. Fitch with Dofia Josefa, daughter
of Joaquin Carrillo of San Diego. Fitch was a
native of New Bedford, Mass. He came to Cal-
ifornia in 1826 as master of the Maria Ester.
He fell in love with Donia Josefa. There were
legal obstructions to their marriage. Fitch was
a foreigner and a Protestant. The latter objec-
tion was easily removed by Fitch becoming a
Catholic. The Dominican friar who was to per-
form the marriage service, fearful that he might
mcur the wrath of the authorities, civil and cler-
ical, refused to perform the ceremony, but sug-
gested that there were other countries where
the laws were less strict andoffered to go beyond
the limits of California and marry them. It is
said that at this point Dona Josefa said: “Why
don’t you carry me off, Don Enrique?” The
suggestion was quickly acted upon. The next
night the lady, mounted on a steed with her
cousin, Pio Pico, as an escort, was secretly
taken to a point on the bay shore where a boat
was waiting for her. The boat put off to the
Vulture, where Captain Fitch received her on
hoard and the vessel sailed for Valparaiso.
where the couple were married. A year later
Captain Fitch returned to California with his
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wife and infant son. At Monterey Fitch was
arrested on an order of Padre Sanchez of San
Gabriel and put in prison. Iis wife was also
placed under arrest at the house of Captain
Cooper. Fitch was taken to San Gabriel for trial,
“his offenses being most heinous.” At her in-
tercession, Governor Echeandia released \rs.
Fitch and allowed her to go to San Gabriel,
where her husband was imprisoned in ane of the
rooms of the mission. This act of clemency
greatly enraged the friar and his fiscal, Pa-
lomares, and they seriously considered the ques-
tion of arresting the governor. The trial
dragged along for nearly a month. Many wit-
nesses were examined and many learned points
of clerical law discussed. Vicar Sanchez finally
gave his decision that the marriage at Val-
paraiso, though not legitimate, was not null and
void, but valid. The couple were condemned

to do penance by “presenting themselves in
church with lighted candles in their hands to
hear high mass for three feast days and recite
together for thirty days one-third of the rasary
of the holy virgin.™*  In addition to these juint
penances the viear ioflicted an additional pen-
alty on Fitch in these worlds: “Yet considering
the great scandal which Don Enrique has
caused in this provinee T condemn him to give
as penance and reparation a bell of at least fifty
pounds in weight for the church at Los An-
geles, which barely has a borrowed one.” Fitch
and his wife no doubt performed the joint pen-
ance imposed upon them, but the church at Los
Angeles had to get along with its borrower] hell.
Don Enrique never gave it one of fifty pounds
or any other weighi.

*Bancroit’'s History of California, Vol TT1-144.

CHAPTER XI.

REVOLUTIONS—THE HIJAR COLONISTS.

ANUEL VICTORIA appointed
governor in March, 1830, but did not
reach California until the last month

of the year. Victoria very soon became un-
popular. He undertook to overturn the civil
authority and substitute military rule. He
recommended the abolition of the ayunta-
mientos and refused to call together the ter-
ritorial diputacion. He exiled Don Abel
Stearns and José Antonio Carrillo: and at dii-
ferent times, on trumped-up charges, had half
a hundred of the leading citizens of Los An-
geles incarcerated in the pueblo jail. Alcalde
Vicente Sanchez was the petty despot of the
pueblo, who carried out the tyrannical decrees
of his master, Victoria. Among others who
were imprisoned in the cuartel was José Maria
Avila. Avila was proud, haughty and over-
bearing. He had incurred the hatred of both
Victoria and Sanchez.
from Victoria, placed Avila in prison, and to
Avila brooded
him and

was

Sanchez, under oriders

humiliate him put him in irons.
over the indignities inflicted
vowed to be revenged.

upon

Victoria's persecutions became so unbearable
that Pio Pico, Juan Bandini and José Antonio
Carrillo raised the standard of revolt at San
Diego and issued a pronunciamento, in which
they set forth the reasons why they felt them-
selves obliged to rise against the tvrant, Vie-
toria. Pablo de Portilla, comandante of the
presidio of San Diego. and his officers, with a
force of ity soldiers, joined the revolutionists
and marched to Los Angeles. Sanchez's pris-
oners were released and he was chained up in
the pueblo jail. Here Portilla’s force was re-
cruited to two hundred men. Avila and a num-
ber of the other released prisoners joined the
revolutionists, and all marched forth to meet
\ictoria, who was moving southward with an
armed force to suppress the insurrection. The
two forces met on the plains of Cahuenga, west
of the pueblo, at a place known az the Lomitas
de la Canada de Dreita. The sight of his per-
secutor so infuriated Avila that alone he rushed
upon him to run him through with his lance.
Captain Pacheco, of Victoria's staff, parried the

lance thrust.  Avila shot him rdead with one of




