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Revisions to Robert Mussetter's December 18, 2014, Expert Report include the
following (red text identifies text added):

Pages 1 &2: Opinions to be Expressed:
Opinions 6 through 9 have been modified

Page 5: first line:
Date changed from 1912 to 1959.

Page 5: 71" line:
Provide changed to provided

Page 7: Table 1:
Missing footnote added: *River Miles upstream from 40-mile River

Page 9: Last paragraph, 11" line:
particles with median diameter less than about 500 mm was-were measured using a

Page 11: Paragraph after Figure 6, 8" line:
the total discharge-from discharges for each pass are within 5 percent of each other, the four

Page 11: Paragraph after Figure 6, 11 line:
the surveys were very low, ranging from about 9 cfs at Site P1 (August 17, 2013) ard-to 79 cfs

Page 19: Section 2.3.2, Second paragraph,2™ line:
locally-known as “the Reck Boulder Garden” because of the large boulders and relatively steep

Page 19: Section 2.3.2, Third paragraph, 6™ line:
the approximately 810-foot length of the site between XS 2 and XS10 (average gradient of 26

Page 26: Second full paragraph, 15 line:
Site P6 is located at a bedrock-controlled riffle near RM 22.5, just upstream from the mouth of

Page 26: Third full paragraph, 4" line:
this site (Figure 30). A vegetated island that occurs between about XS3 and XS7 splits the flow

Page 34: Second full paragraph, 51" line:
the rapid between XS2 and XS5 (gradient of about 61 fpm),-the-elevation-drop (Figure 39). The
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Page 34: Third full paragraph, 3™ and 4" lines:

in this portion of the reach is relatively flat, at about 3 fpm, on average-everthelongerreash-in
which-the-site-is-located: The water-surface slope through the site at the time of the surveys was

Page 46: Table 4 added:
Was missing from December 18, 2014 version

Page 46: First paragraph after equation:
wWhere the subscripts Uand G refer to the ungaged, upstream site and G refers to the

Page 65: Figure 60:
Replaced to correct y-axis label

Sections 2.6.2 Flow Depths

Section 2.6.3 Discharges Required for Boatability

Section 2.6.4 Time Periods When Navigation Would Have Been Possible

These sections have been significantly modified to reflect the corrected limiting discharges

Appendix D—Calculated Periods of Boatability and Non-boatability:
All figures updated to reflect the corrected limiting discharges
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1. OPINIONS TO BE EXPRESSED

Based on my understanding of the Federal rules regarding navigability coupled with my evaluation
of the available data and information, including my observations during field reconnaissance trips
that were conducted in July and August 2013, detailed analysis of data collected by a field crew
working under my direction in August 2013, and my knowledge of stream hydrology and
hydraulics, fluid mechanics, fluvial geomorphology, boat characteristics and behavior, information
obtained from the U.S. expert historian, as well as the information contained in the various expert
reports submitted by the State of Alaska, | have formed the following opinions regarding
navigability of the disputed reach of the Mosquito Fork River at the time of Alaska’s statehood:

1. The disputed reach of the Mosquito Fort River has not changed in a manner that would affect
its navigability since January 1959 when Alaska became a state.

2. The approximately 36-mile segment of the disputed reach from about 0.25 miles downstream
from the Taylor Highway Bridge to the mouth of Ketchumstuck Creek (RM 3.3 to RM 36.3)
and the approximately 5-mile segment between RM 55 and RM 60, just downstream from the
area known as Mosquito Flats, contains numerous shallow riffles and rapids that would be
significant impediments to navigation under certain flow conditions.

3. Evidence provided by both the United States expert historian and the State’s historian for this
case indicate that the most likely boats being used for trade and travel on smaller rivers in the
Yukon and Tanana River drainages at the time of Alaska’s statehood are poling boats and
motorized riverboats with total length in the range of 20 to 30 feet. Further, it is the opinion of
the United States’ expert historian that it would have been necessary for these boats to carry
cargo loads of at least one ton to make navigation a commercial reality (PPL Montana, LLC v
Montana, hereinafter referred to as PPL Montana, p 24).

4. The typical motorized riverboat shown in the drawing provided by the State’s historian would
have required a minimum draft of 13 to 16 inches when carrying cargo loads of 2,000 to 3,000
Ib.

5. The 19-foot, 8-inch long Chicken poling boat shown in the photographs and drawings provided
by the State would have also required a minimum draft of 13 inches to 16 inches when carrying
cargo loads of 1,000 Ib to 2,000 Ib.

6. The calibrated hydraulic models for eight study sites that are representative of the numerous
shallow riffles and rapids in the segments of the disputed reach discussed in Opinion 2
demonstrate that the minimum discharge required to operate these boats with 1,000- to 2,600-
Ib loads is at least as follows (based on the conservative assumption that the depth over the
second highest rock in the 8-foot wide control volume through which the boat would pass
would control boatability):

a. Poling boat carrying 1,000-Ib cargo load in relatively placid water (8-inch minimum draft):

50 cfs to 340 cfs.

b. Poling boat carrying 2,000-Ib cargo load in relatively placid water (12-inch minimum draft):
100 cfs to 630 cfs

¢. Motorized river boat carrying 2,500- to 2,600-Ib cargo load (15-inch minimum draft): 160
to 870 cfs.
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7. If the highest rock in the control volume is considered, a more realistic assumption, these
discharges increase to the following:

a. Poling boat carrying 1,000-Ib cargo load in relatively placid water (8-inch minimum draft):

50 cfs to 620 cfs.

b. Poling boat carrying 2,000-Ib cargo load in relatively placid water (12-inch minimum draft):
100 cfs to 940 cfs

¢. Motorized river boat carrying 2,500- to 2,600-Ib cargo load (15-inch minimum draift): 160
to 1,210 cfs.

8. Based on the discharge records for the stream gage located at the Taylor Highway Bridge at
the downstream end of the disputed reach, supplemented by flows estimated from equations
published by the U.S. Geological Survey and Alaska Department of Transportation and the
conservative assumption that the second highest rock in the 8-foot wide control volume used
for the analysis would create the limiting depth, five of the eight study sites, and by extension,
the segments of the disputed reach discussed in Opinion 2, would not have been boatable
about one fifth of the time during the open-water season from May 1 through September 1 for
even the small poling boat carrying only a 1,000-Ib cargo load that is too small to be a
commercial reality. Boatable conditions would have occurred during an average of three
different periods throughout the open-water season each year for durations averaging about
69 days. If the more realistic assumption that the highest rock would create the limiting depth
is used, segments would not have been boatable about 30 percent of the time, and boatable
conditions would have occurred during an average of 4 discrete periods for durations
averaging 45 days.

a. When carrying a 2,000-Ib cargo load, the small poling boat would not have been able to
pass through five of the eight study sites, and by extension, the segments discussed in
Opinion 2 nearly 40 percent of the time during the open-water season, based on the
second highest rock in the control volume. Boatable conditions would have occurred
during an average of 5 discrete, unpredictable periods each year for durations of
averaging about 34 days each. Based on the highest rock in the control volume, the
segments would not have been boatable nearly half the time, and boatable conditions
would have occurred during an average of about 5 discrete period for durations averaging
20 days.

b. The motorized riverboat carrying an approximately 2,500-Ib cargo load would not have
been able to pass through five of the eight study sites, and by extension, the segments
discussed in Opinion 2, nearly half the time, based on the second highest rock. Boatable
conditions would have occurred during an average of 5 discrete, unpredictable periods
each year for durations of averaging 21 days each. Based on the highest rock in the
control volume, the segments would not have been boatable nearly 60 percent of the
time, and boatable conditions would have occurred during 5 discrete, unpredictable
periods for durations averaging 14 days.

9. Based on the above information, it is my opinion that the approximately 36-mile segment of the
Mosquito Fork River from about 0.25 miles downstream from the Taylor Highway Bridge to the
mouth of Ketchumstuck Creek (RM 3.3 to RM 36.3) and the approximately 5-mile segment
between RM 55 and RM 60, just downstream from the area known as Mosquito Flats, would not
have been boatable with the types of boats that were in customary use in the Upper Yukon at the
date of Alaska's Statehood when carrying cargo loads of one ton or more with sufficient reliability
to be considered commercially realistic navigation.
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2. BASIS AND REASONS FOR THE OPINIONS, INCLUDING DATA
AND INFORMATION RELIED UPON AND CONSIDERED IN
FORMING THE OPINIONS

2.1. Introduction

On June 1, 2012, the State of Alaska filed a Complaint to Quiet Title and For Declaratory
Judgment for submerged lands underlying the Mosquito Fork of the Fortymile River (Mosquito
Fork) based on the assertion that the river is navigable, and therefore, the lands are owned by
the State. Under this action, the State specifically claims ownership of the submerged lands and
bed up to and including the ordinary high water lines of the right and left banks of the Mosquito
Fork River from its confluence with the Dennison Fork...upstream to just above its confluence
with Wolf Creek..., except for those portions of the river that traverse state-owned uplands’
(Figure 1).

The claims are being made under the “equal footing doctrine” that guarantees newly-admitted
states the same rights enjoyed by the original thirteen states and the previously-admitted states,
including ownership of lands underlying navigable waters. The standard that is generally applied
to determine whether a river was navigable at the date of statehood was set out in The Daniel
Ball case (10 Wall. 557, 563), where the court said the following:

Those rivers must be regarded as public navigable rivers in law which are
navigable in fact. And they are navigable in fact when they are used, or are
susceptible of being used, in their ordinary condition, as highways for commerce,
over which trade and travel are or may be conducted in the customary modes of
trade and travel on water.

I was retained by the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) to provide an opinion as to whether the
disputed reach of the Mosquito Fork was susceptible to navigation by customary modes of trade
and travel in use at the time of Alaska's statehood (January 3, 1959). In developing this opinion,
| performed a series of tasks that included the following:

1. Assessed the hydrologic, hydraulic and geomorphic conditions of the Mosquito Fork in the
disputed reach,

2. Assessed whether the characteristics of the disputed reach have been altered from the
characteristics that existed on January 3, 1959, when Alaska became a state, through artificial
or natural means in a manner that would affect its navigability,

3. Consulted with C. Michael Brown, the expert historian retained by DOJ to assist in this case,
regarding the types and characteristics of the boats that were in customary use for trade and
travel for commerce in the Upper Yukon River system, the region of Interior Alaska in which
Mosquito Fork is located.

4. Using the results from the above tasks, formed an opinion as to whether the disputed reach
is currently susceptible to navigation by modes of trade and travel in use at the time of Alaska’s
statehood, and because it has not changed in a manner that would affect its

The portion of the river subject to the State's claims will be referred to throughout the remainder of this report as the
“disputed reach”. The excluded portions represent approximately 10.5 miles of the total 80.5-mile reach between the
confluence with the Dennison Fork and the mouth of Wolf Creek.
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navigability since 1959, whether it was navigable in its ordinary and natural condition at the date
of Alaska's statehood,

5. Reviewed the expert reports and other information provided by the State of Alaska.

The above assessments relied on historical aerial photographs, published information about the
character of the river, direct observations of the river throughout the disputed reach, and detailed
field data that were collected under my supervision at nine (9) sites within the disputed reach in
August 2013 (Figure 2). Where appropriate, | have also provided comments or rebutital of information
contained in the State’s expert reports.

2.2. Field Data Collection Procedures

An initial reconnaissance of the disputed reach was conducted by helicopter on July 16, 2013. The
reconnaissance included an over-flight of the entire reach from Wolf Creek downstream to the
confluence with the Dennison Fork and a second upstream pass from Chicken to about the mouth
of Ketchumstuk Creek. During the reconnaissance, stops were made at four locations [River Mile
(RM) 18.2, RM 24.2, RM 29.3 and RM 37.2] to provide an opportunity to assess conditions on the
ground. Information from the field reconnaissance, available topographic mapping, and aerial
photography were used to identify locations that could potentially limit navigability. These locations
primarily consisted of riffles or rapids where the flows appeared to be very shallow and/or the bed
was strewn with large boulders that could create a significant navigation hazard for the types of boats
that were in customary use in this area at the time Alaska became a state. With the exception of the
most upstream site, the detailed study sites were selected from among the numerous riffles and
rapids in the downstream approximately 60 miles of the disputed reach to represent the range of
conditions that could potentially limit navigability. The upstream site was selected to represent
conditions in the relatively flat-gradient, meandering reach within Mosquito Flats.

In the context of this dispute, it is also significant to note that the initial reconnaissance was intended
to include a float trip through the disputed reach; however, it was necessary to cancel the trip
because the very low flows in the river would have made it necessary to drag the boats for extended
portions of the reach. A second attempt to float the reach was planned for the week of June 2, 2014.
Although all of the logistics for this trip were in place, this trip was also cancelled at the last minute
due to the low flows that would have prevented effective navigation of the reach, even with a small,
modern raft.

Detailed surveys of the selected sites were conducted between August 13 and August 17, 2013 to
collect data to evaluate the geomorphic characteristics of the sites and to quantify the hydraulic
conditions through the potential navigation hazards over the range of flows that occur in the river
(Table 1). The surveys generally included ten (10) to 13 cross sections laid out perpendicular to the
direction of flow at locations that will capture the hydraulic controls and key hydraulic characteristics
of the site. (Site P1 included only 7 cross sections because of its relative simplicity.) The cross
sections were spaced at 50- to 200-foot intervals, depending on the planform and longitudinal profile
at the site. The field work at each site also included collection of one or more surface samples of the
bed material in the riffles/rapids, a surface sample from a typical gravel bar and a discharge
measurement. The sites were also thoroughly photographed for later use in interpreting and
illustrating the data. Maps showing the cross section layout at each site and plots of the individual
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Figure 2. Map showing location of the detailed study sites.
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Table 1. Summary of detailed study site surveys.

. Approximate Number Num_ber of M'easured
Site J—— Survey Date of Crpss Sediment | Discharge
Sections | Samples (cfs)
P9 3.4 August 13, 2013 13 2 58
P8 7.7 August 14, 2013 10 3 62
P7 18.9 August 14, 2013 13 4 68
P6 22.5 August 15, 2013 11 2 61
P4 28.6 August 15, 2013 13 2 47
P3 30.1 August 16, 2013 12 2 63
P2 34.9 August 16, 2013 11 2 79
P1 56.4 August 17, 2013 7 2 9.3
PN 71.5 August 17, 2013 11 1 14

*River Miles upstream from 40-mile River

cross sections are provided in Appendices A and B, respectively. The maps in Appendix A also
show the locations of the sediment samples, discharge measurements and the GPS base station.

The topographic data were collected using survey-grade RTK-GPS roving units that consisted of a
Leica GS14 GNSS receiver and Leica Viva CS15 data collector (Figure 3). A separate Leica GS15
GPS antenna was used as a base station set up over a control point to provide real-time correction
to the satellite signal being collected by the roving units (Figure 4). Since pre-established survey
control was not available along the study reach for use with the base station, the absolute horizontal
location and elevation of the base station control points were determined by collecting static position
data at the base station for the duration of each site survey (typically at least 4 hours). These data
were then provided to the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) Online Positioning User Service (OPUS)
(http://www.ngs.noaa.gov/OPUS) for adjustment to the state plane coordinate system. Horizontal
and vertical coordinates were referenced to the North American Datum of 1983 (AK Zone |, NAD83)
and the North American Vertical Datum of 1988 (NAVDB88), respectively.

The reported root mean square error (RMS) of the individual points within each site was generally
within £0.05 feet horizontally and +£0.07 feet vertically. Based on the OPUS solution report, the root
mean square (RMS) error of the base station control point coordinates was +1.8 cm (~0.06 feet) and
10.8 cm (0.03 feet) in the X- and Y-directions (horizontal), respectively, and 1.9 cm (~0.06 feet) in
the Z-direction (elevation). From a practical perspective, these accuracy levels mean that the relative
horizontal and vertical positions of the vast majority of the surveyed points within each site, and from
site to site, are accurate to within less than 0.1 feet. Considering the topographic variability within
each site and the relatively long distances between the sites, this level of accuracy exceeds that
necessary to represent the local site topography and to quantify the average gradient of the river
between sites.

The topographic surveys consisted of detailed profiles of each cross section, including the top-of-
bank, location and elevation of the water-surface elevation on either side of the channel at the time
of the survey, location and elevation of the thalweg (i.e., minimum bed elevation across the cross
section), locations of the bed material samples, and in a few cases, the location of the thalweg at
locations away from the cross sections to help refine the bed profile. Average lengths of the cross
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Figure 3. RTK-GPS roving unit being used by field crew to collect topographic/cross section
data at Site P9. Photo by Tetra Tech field crew, August 13, 2013.

Figure 4. Typical GPS base station setup at control point for Site P3.
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sections at the eight sites that contained riffles/rapids ranged from about 117 feet at Site P1 to nearly
290 feet at Site P3 (Figure 5). The surveyed profiles generally contain 30 to 50 individual points,
spaced at about 5-foot intervals across the channel.

450
T Downstream < —> Uptream

400

w
u
o
I
|

Surveyed Cross Section Length (feet)

I

P6 P4 P3 P2
Study Site

Figure 5. Average length of surveyed cross sections at the study sites. Numbers embedded in
the bars are number of cross sections and the whiskers represent minimum and
maximum length. Note: These lengths generally exceed the active width of the river
to insure that the top-of-bank is well defined by the surveys.

The sediment samples were collected to quantify the range of particle sizes that make up the
hydraulic controls at each site and the range of particles sizes that are transported by the river during
higher flows. A total of 20 samples were collected in the project reach, with at least one sample from
each riffle/rapid and one sample at a representative gravel bar within each site (Table 2, Appendix
A). The riffle/rapid samples were collected by either stretching a tape measure across the sample
area and measuring the median axis of the particles that fell beneath pre-determined increments
along the tape (generally, 2 feet) (Figure 6), or where the individual particles were sufficiently small,
using the standard pebble count technique (Wolman, 1954) that involves pacing across the sample
area and measuring the median axis of 100 randomly-selected particles. The bar material samples
at Sites P1 through P9 were collected using the pebble count technique. The sizes of individual
particles with median diameter less than about 500 mm were measured using a gravelometer (see
metal plate held by the crew member in Figure 5), and larger particles were directly measured using
a tape measure. A bulk sample of the relatively fine-grained material making up the point bar at Site
PN was collected and taken to a local soils laboratory in Fairbanks for gradation analysis. The
median (Dso) size of the riffle samples ranged from about 50 mm (~1.8 inches) to 180 mm (7.2 inches)
and the maximum sizes ranged from 150 mm (~6 inches) to 860 mm (~34 inches) (Table 2). The Dso
of the bar samples ranged from ranged from 16 mm (0.6 inches) to 87 mm (3.4 inches) and the
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maximum sizes ranged from 110 mm (4.3 inches) to 400 mm (~16 inches). Plots of the full gradations
of these samples are provided in Appendix C.

Table 2. Summary of bed material sediment samples collected during the August 13-17,
2013 surveys.
Approximate
Site (2;{" : (2‘;:') Maximum Location Method | SamPled
Size (mm)

P9 | 137 | 236 860 Riffle @XS8 Tagline Riffle
P9 | 182 | 307 860 Riffle @XS5 Tagline Riffle
P8 98 136 430 Upstream Riffle (Tail) @XS7 Pebble Riffle
P8 56 100 210 Upstream Riffle (Head) @XS8 Pebble Riffle
P8 | 129 | 272 760 Downstream Riffle @XS3 Tagline Riffle
P7 65 | 110 210 Upstream Riffle @XS12 Pebble Riffle
P7 | 72 128 210 Middle Riffle @XS6 Pebble Riffle
P7 46 92 150 Downstream Riffle @ XS4 Pebble Riffle
P7 61 100 150 Bar between XS4 and XS5 Pebble Bar
P6 80 126 430 Riffle @ XS8 Pebble Riffle
P6 87 126 300 Bar @ XS7 Pebble Bar
P4 82 171 300 Riffle @ XS10 Pebble Riffle
P4 63 124 300 Bar @XS9 Pebble Bar
P3 73 134 430 Riffle @ XS5 Pebble Riffle
P3 76 114 210 Bar @ XS4 Pebble Bar
P2 53 86 210 Riffle between XS4 and XS5 Pebble Riffle
P2 | 41 76 110 Bar @ XS6 Pebble Bar
P1 59 188 400 Riffle @ XS4 Tagline Riffle
P1 16 26 400 Bar @ XS3 Pebble Bar
PN | 15 | 3.2 13 Point Bar @ XS2 Pebble | Point Bar
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Figure 6. Sediment sample being collected using the tagline technique at the riffle near Site 1,
Cross Section 5.

Discharge measurements were collected at each site in conjunction with the surveys using a
Teledyne RD Instruments StreamPro Acoustic Doppler Current Profiler (ADCP) mounted on a hand-
operated trimaran boat (Figure 7). Measurements were made in accordance with USGS protocols
(Mueller and Wagner, 2009). In areas where ADCP passes are not possible because of shallow
depths (usually at the channel margins), discharge is estimated by measuring the width of the
unmeasured area and assuming a horizontal or angled bed profile. The ADCP then extrapolates a
flow rate based on the closest measurable conditions. According to Mueller and Wagner (2009), if
the total discharges from each pass are within 5 percent of each other, the four values are averaged
to produce the final discharge. If the values vary by more than 5 percent, then an additional four
passes are made and all eight values are averaged to produce the final result. Measured flows during
the surveys were very low, ranging from about 9 cfs at Site P1 (August 17, 2013) to 79 cfs at Site P2
(August 17, 2013) (Table 1).
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Figure 7. Discharge measurement being made at Site P7 using the StreamPro ADCP.

2.3. Physical Characteristics of the Disputed Reach
2.3.1. Overview

The Mosquito Fork drains approximately 1,120 mi? of east-central Alaska, flowing into the Dennison
Fork of the Fortymile River and ultimately into the Yukon River (Figure 8). Elevations in the basin
range from about 1,600 feet at the mouth to over 5,000 feet along the northern and western drainage
divide. [The highest elevation (5825 feet) occurs on Mt. Veta at the head of the Ketchumstuk Creek
drainage.] Precipitation over the basin averages about 15 inches on an annual basis [U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS), 1998], with over 70 percent occurring as rainfall during May through September
[National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 2014?]. Annual snowfall averages
35 to 40 inches at Chicken (NOAA, 2014), and is somewhat greater in the upper parts of the basin.
As will be discussed in more detail in a later section of this report, the river is typically frozen from
mid- to late-October through late-April to early-May. During the open-water season, discharges
above the relatively low baseflows occur episodically in response to individual rainstorms.

The basin is located in the Yukon-Tanana Upland physiographic province that is characterized by
rolling topography and typically gentle hillslopes (Brabets et al., 2000). The dominant lithology (i.e.,
rock type) underlying most the basin is granitic (Figure 9, JRTg, Mzg, Mg), although a zone of
Quaternary- and Tertiary-age volcanic rocks [i.e., the past ~65 million (M) years] occurs along the
south side of the river from about 50 river miles to 70 river miles upstream from the mouth (QTv in

“Based on precipitation and snowfall data from Global Hydrologic Climate Network Data Station (GHCND) USC00509313
(Tok, AK US) for 1997 through 2014.
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Figure 9. Geology map of the Mosquito Fork drainage basin (modified from Beikman, 1974).
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Figure 9). Other rock types that occur in the basin include Paleozoic-age (225M-570M years old)
metamorphic schists and gneisses (Pzptim), and the northeastern portion of the basin is underlain
by Paleozoic-age metamorphic rocks of varying composition (Pz). The surface material in the wider
portions of the valley from about RM 50 upstream through Mosquito Flats consists of modern
alluvium. According to Yeend (1995), a pebble count conducted in 1992 of the alluvium in the vicinity
of the Taylor Highway Bridge contained 44-percent granite, 38-percent greenstone, 12- percent
quartzite, 2-percent quartz, 2-percent schist, and 2-percent basalt, reflecting the general distribution
of rock types in the watershed (Figure 10). From a practical perspective, the alluvial transport
characteristics of these rock types are similar; however, the basalts tend to remain more angular,
whereas the other types tend to become rounded and more easily mobilized by the river. A
navigation hazard occurs at Site 1 that consists of large, angular basalt boulders that are derived
from the adjacent volcanic (Qtv) bedrock (Figures 11a and b). These boulders are probably lag
deposits into which the river has incised and have likely not been transported a significant distance,
if at all, by the river from their original location.

Most rivers have a concave longitudinal profile in which the gradient is flatter in the downstream
reaches and steepens in the upstream direction. In contrast, the disputed reach of the Mosquito Fork
has a convex profile, with the steepest gradients in the downstream approximately haif of the reach
and the flattest gradients in the upstream part of the reach (Figure 12). Based on the surveyed
elevations at Tetra Tech'’s nine (9) detailed study sites, the approximately 32-mile reach between the
Taylor Highway (Site P9) and Site P2 (located about 4.4 miles downstream from Ketchumstuk Creek)
is about 14 feet per mile (fpm), while the gradient in the 22-mile reach between Site 2 and the most
upstream Site 10 that is located in the area known as Mosquito Flats is less than 4 fpm3. Steeper
sections occur in both portions of the reach, with gradients of about 19 fpm between Sites P8 and
P9 in the downstream portion of the reach and about 22 fpm between Sites P3 and P4.

An attempt was made to assess the variability in the river's gradient between the study sites by
cutting a profile along the approximate centerline of the river from the 10 m resolution Digital
Elevation Model of this area available from the USGS National Elevation Dataset (NED)
(http://datagateway.nrcs.usda.gov) (light black line in Figure 12). The NED for Alaska is mostly
derived from the USGS 1:63,360-scale topographic mapping, supplemented in some areas with 5-
meter spatial resolution DEMs derived from airborne interferometric synthetic aperture radar (IFSAR)
data (Gesch et al., 2014). For the portions of the dataset that are based solely on the topographic
maps, the Root Mean Square Error (RMSE)* of the elevation data is reported to be +/-4.85 m (15.9
feet), and this decreases to £1.63 m (5.3 feet) where the IFSAR data are used. Although the
metadata are somewhat unclear, it appears that the data along the Mosquito Fork are based only on
the topographic maps; thus, it is assumed that the RMSE of the DEM in this area is £4.85 m. With
the exception Site P8, the surveyed elevations at the study sites are within the error bands on the
DEM data. The reason for the apparent discrepancy at P8 is not known, and information with which
to assess the discrepancy is not available. The stepped nature of the DEM-based profile, however,
strongly suggests that the DEM data are not accurate in this area. Considering the care that was
taken in establishing the elevation of the control point for P8, the surveyed elevations are believed

3The elevations of the study sites (P1-PN) shown in Figure 2.5 are the average elevation surveyed profile through each
site. The surveys were conducted using a Leica.

4RMSE is a measure of the scatter in the data. The definition assumes that the scatter is normally distributed, and about
two-thirds of the data points shown on the mapping should be within the report RMSE of the true elevation (in this case
+4.85 m or 15.9 feet).
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Figure 10. Typical view of alluvial cobbles in the Mosquito Fork about 900 feet downstream from
the Taylor Highway Bridge, in the general vicinity of the Yeend (1995) pebble count.
Photo by R. Mussetter August 13, 2013.
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Figure 11a.  Basalt boulders in the bed of the Mosquito Fork at Site 1 (RM 56.4). These boulders
are derived from the Quaternary- and Tertiary-age volcanic bedrock along the south
side of the river in this area.

Figure 11b. Close-up view of the basalt boulders at Site 1.
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Figure 12. Longitudinal profile of the disputed reach of the Mosquito Fork River.
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to be within the accuracy described above in relation to the OPUS correction. As a result, the
convexity in the river profile between Sites P7 and P9 indicated by the DEM data may not actually
exist.

Both the survey data and the DEM indicate that the gradient of the river is relatively uniform between
Sites P2 and P7 at the coarse scale of the plotted profile, while convexities occur in the vicinity of
Ketchumstuk Creek and just upstream from Site P1 in the upstream portion of the reach. The
convexity is consistent with the geologic and geomorphic setting in these areas. Water and sediment
from Ketchumstuk Creek appear to push the river against the right (southeast) valley wall, and the
valley width is constricted by the underlying bedrock just downstream (Figure 13). A similar
constriction in the valley width occurs in the vicinity of the upstream convexity (Figure 14).
Constrictions of this type often result in steepening of the river profile. The gradient of the steep
portion of the convexity near Ketchumstuk Creek is about 11 fpm and the gradient of this portion of
the upstream convexity is about 8 fpm.

2.3.2. Detailed Study Sites

The average gradients at the detailed study sites are considerably steeper than the average
gradients in the longer reaches in which they are located, and most of these sites include a riffle
zone that is significantly steeper than the average through the site (Figure 15). This is expected
since the study sites were selected in locally steeper reaches where boatability is most likely to be
limited. Site P7 is the flattest of the study sites, and Site P1 is the steepest, with average gradients
of about 16 and 46 fpm, respectively. The steepest measured riffles occur at Sites P1, P6 and P9,
with gradients of 61, 62 and 53 fpm, respectively.

Site P9 is located at the Taylor Highway crossing at approximately RM 3.4, and includes the area
locally-known as “the Boulder Garden” because of the large boulders and relatively steep gradient
(Figures 16 and 17, Appendix A). The average channel gradient through the approximately 1,600-
foot length of the site is about 26 fpm; however, the Rock Garden portion of the site between
approximately XS5 and XS9 drops 5.2 feet over a distance of 520 feet, or a gradient of about 53
fpm. At the relatively low discharge when the surveys were conducted (58 cfs), the steep area was
characterized by flow moving through many angular boulders that protruded through the water
surface. The sediment samples collected across XS5 had median (Dso) and Dags (size for which 84
percent of the particles were smaller) of 137 mm (5.4 in) and 236 mm (9.3 inches), respectively, and
several particles with median diameter in the range of 3 feet were encountered (Table 2). The
sample across XS8 was even coarser, with Dsp and Dags sizes of 182 mm (7.2 inches) and 307 mm
(12.1 inches), respectively, and this sample also contained several particles with diameter in the
range of 3 feet. The bankfull widths at the surveyed cross sections ranged from about 140 feet to
254 feet, and averaged about 170 feet (Figure 18).

Site P8 is located at a sharp, bedrock-controlled bend in the river at about RM 7.7, approximately
1.5 miles upstream from Ingle Creek (Figure 19). The primary navigation hazard at this site is the
very wide, shallow riffle just upstream from the bend (Figure 20), although hydraulic conditions in
the bend would also present a navigation challenge at higher flows for long, narrow boats such as
those being commonly used in this area in the late-1950s. The thalweg elevation drops 4 feet over
the approximately 810-foot length of the site between XS 2 and XS10 (average gradient of 26 fpm),
and 2.5 feet over about 340 feet in the primary riffle between XS6 and XS9 (gradient of about 39
fpm) (Figure 21). (XS1 was not included in the effective overall gradient calculation because it is
located in a deep pool created by scour along the toe of the bedrock. Inclusion would indicate a
gradient much steeper than the effective gradient through the site.) Sediment samples collected at
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Figure 13. Mosquito Fork River valley looking downstream from approximately RM 41.

Valley Constriction

Figure 14. Mosquito Fork River valley looking downstream from approximately RM 63.5.
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Figure 15. Average channel gradients at the detailed study sites (bars). Whiskers represent
the gradient of the key, locally-steep riffle/rapid section within each of the study
sites that would limit navigability. Red symbols represent overall reach-averaged
gradient within which the site is located.
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Figure 16. Site P9 looking upstream from XS5 (See Appendix A) through the area locally-
known as “the Rock Garden’. Photo Tetra Tech Field Crew, Aug 13, 2014.
Measured discharge = 58 cfs.
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Figure 19. Oblique aerial view, looking downstream, of the bed-rock controlled bend at Site
P8. Photo by R. Mussetter, August 13, 2013. Measured discharge = 62 cfs.

Figure 20. View of wide, shallow riffle in the upstream portion of Site P8. Photo by R.
Mussetter, August 14, 2013. Measured discharge = 62 cfs.
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Figure 21. Thalweg (i.e., minimum bed elevation) and surveyed water-surface profile (62 cfs)

at Site P8.

three locations within this site had median sizes ranging from 56 mm (2.2 inches) to 129 mm (5.1
inches) and Dss4 sizes ranging from 100 mm (4 inches) to 272 mm (10.7 inches). Maximum sizes
ranged from about 9 inches to 2.5 feet (Table 2). The coarsest sample occurred in the steep
section just upstream from the apex of the bend near XS3 and XS4. The bankfull widths at the
surveyed cross sections ranged from 133 to 272 feet and averaged 185 feet (Figure 18).

Site P7 is located in and upstream from a bend at about RM 18.9, about 3 miles downstream from
Moose Creek. Potential navigation hazards at this site include a shallow, cobble riffle near the
apex of the bend and XS4 (Figure 22), a narrow, cobble riffle adjacent to bedrock outcrop that
deflects the flow near XS6 and XS7 (Figure 23), and the wide shallow riffle at the upstream end
of the site between XS10 and XS12 (Figure 24). The overhanging trees along the outside of the
bend also create a navigation hazard. The thalweg elevation drops 4.9 feet over the approximately
1,600-foot length of reach between the crest of the upstream riffle (XS12) and XS1 (average
gradient of 16.2 fpm) (Figure 25). The gradient across the riffle between XS4 and XS7 is about
19 fpm and the gradient of the wide, shallow riffle at the head of the reach is about 38 fpm. The
median particle sizes in the riffles near XS4, XS6 and XS11 were 46 mm (1.8 inches), 72 mm (2.8
inches) and 65 mm (2.6 inches), respectively, and the Ds4 sizes were 100 mm (3.9 inches), 92
mm (3.6 inches) and 128 mm (5 inches), respectively. The median axis of the largest particles at
all three locations was in the range of 8 to 10 inches. The bankfull widths at the surveyed cross
sections ranged from 105 to 286 feet and averaged about 195 feet (Figure 18).

Site P6 is located at a bedrock-controlled riffle near RM 22.5, just upstream from the mouth of
Moose Creek (Figure 26). The shallow riffle, that contains boulders with median diameters of up
to 1.5 feet (Figure 27), is the primary navigation hazard at this site. The thalweg elevation drops
about 3.7 feet over the approximately 580 feet in length of reach from the crest of the riffle (XS8)
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Figure 22. Riffle near apex of the bend (XS 4) at Site P7. Also note overhanging trees along the
outside of the bend. Photo by R. Mussetter, August 14, 2013. Measured discharge =
68 cfs.

Figure 23. Bedrock-controlled riffle near XS 6 and XS 7 at Site P7. Photo by R. Mussetter,
August 14, 2013. Measured discharge = 68 cfs.
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Figure 24, Wide, shallow riffle between XS10 and XS12 at Site P7. Photo by R. Mussetter,
August 14, 2013. Measured discharge = 68 cfs.
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Figure 25. Thalweg (i.e., minimum bed elevation) and surveyed water-surface profile (68 cfs) at
Site P7.
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Figure 26. Looking downstream across bedrock-controlled riffle at Site P6. Photo by R.
Mussetter, July 16, 2013. Discharge at Taylor Highway Bridge ~130 cfs.

Figure 27. Looking downstream across the head of the bedrock-controlled riffle at Site P6. Photo
by Tetra Tech field crew, August 15, 2013. Measured discharge = 61 cfs.
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to XS1 (gradient of about 34 fpm), and the gradient of the main part of the riffle (XS4 to XS7) is
62 fpm (Figure 28). The median size of the bed material in the riffle was 80 mm (3.1 inches) and
the Dss was 126 mm (5 inches). Bankfull widths at the surveyed cross sections at this site ranged
from 140 feet to 230 feet, and averaged about 195 feet.

Site P4 is located at a long, wide and shallow riffle at RM 28.6, about 2.5 miles upstream from
Gold Creek (Figure 29). The riffle, that extends over most of the site with total elevation drop of
6.4 feet over the approximately 1,200-foot length (gradient of 28 fpm), is the primary navigation
hazard at this site (Figure 30). A vegetated island that occurs between about XS3 and XS7 splits
the flow at higher discharges, contributing to relatively shallow flow depths. A similar wide, shallow
riffle also occurs just downstream from the surveyed reach (Figure 31). The median size of the
bed material in the riffle was 82 mm (3.2 inches) and the Dss was 170 mm (6.7 inches). The
individual boulders with median axis of more than 1 to 1.5 feet occur throughout the riffle (Figure
32). Bankfull widths at the surveyed cross sections at this site ranged from 175 to 240 feet, and
averaged about 200 feet.

Site P3 is located in an expansion zone just upstream from a bend in the river at about RM 30.1
(Figure 33). The primary navigation hazard at this site is the wide, shallow riffle that occupies
most of the site. This site is a deposition zone for large cobbles and small boulders at high flows
when the contraction at the bend causes upstream backwater. A large, vegetated island occurs
along the right side of the primary flow path over most of the site that conveys significant flow at
higher discharges, contributing to the shallow flows over the riffle. The thalweg elevation drops
about 7 feet over the 1,000-foot length of the site between XS11 and XS1 (gradient of 37 fpm)
(Figure 34). The median size of the bed material in the sampled portion of the riffle was 73 mm
(2.9 inches) and the Des is 134 mm (5.3 inches). Individual particles up to 1.5 feet occur in the
riffle (Figure 35).

Bankfull widths at the surveyed cross sections at this site ranged from 135 to 193 feet, and
averaged about 165 feet.

Site P2 is located just upstream from a mild bend in the river at about RM 35 (Figure 36). The
site is characterized by a wide shallow riffle that has formed in an expansion zone upstream from
the bend, similar to Site P3. At the time of the surveys, the flow split almost evenly around a large,
cobble island in the middle of the site. The riffle and shallow flows around the island are the
primary navigation hazard at the site. The thalweg elevation drops 3.2 feet over the approximately
770-foot length of the riffle between surveyed XS1 and XS10 (gradient of 22 fpm), and the gradient
of the approximately 470-foot long primary portion of the riffle is somewhat steeper at about 31
fpm (Figure 37). The bed material in the sampled portion of the riffle had median size of 53 mm
(2.1 inches) and Dss of 86 mm (~9 inches), and individual particles with median axis diameters of
up to 1 foot are scattered throughout the riffle (Figure 38). Bankfull widths at the surveyed cross
sections at this site ranged from 115 to 185 feet, and averaged about 150 feet.
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Figure 28. Thalweg (i.e., minimum bed elevation) and surveyed water-surface profile (61 cfs) at
Site P6.

Figure 29. Looking upstream at the wide, shallow riffle at Site P4. Photo by R. Mussetter, August
14, 2013. Discharge ~50 cfs.
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Figure 30. Thalweg (i.e., minimum bed elevation) and surveyed water-surface profile (47 cfs) at
Site P4.

Figure 31. Looking downstream at the wide, shallow riffle just downstream from Site P4. Photo
by R. Mussetter, July 16, 2013. Discharge at Taylor Highway Bridge ~130 cfs.
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Figure 32. Looking upstream through the riffle at Site P4. Photo by R. Mussetter, August 14,
2013. Discharge ~50 cfs.

Figure 33. Looking downstream at the vegetated island and shallow riffle at Site P3. Photo by R.
Mussetter, July 16, 2013. Discharge at Taylor Highway Bridge ~130 cfs.
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Figure 34. Thalweg (i.e., minimum bed elevation) and surveyed water-surface profile (63 cfs) at
Site P3.

Figure 35. Looking downstream across the wide, shallow riffle at Site P3. Photo by R. Mussetter,
August 14, 2014. Discharge ~60 cfs.
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Figure 36. Looking upstream at the wide shallow riffle at Site P2. Photo by R. Mussetter, August
14, 2013. Discharge ~75 cfs.
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Figure 37. Thalweg (i.e., minimum bed elevation) and surveyed water-surface profilé (79 cfs) at
Site P2.

Figure 38. Looking upstream across the wide, shallow riffle at Site P2. Photo by R. Mussetter,
August 14, 2013. Discharge ~75 cfs.
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Site P1 consists of a basalt boulder rapid at RM 56.4 that has formed in the lag deposits from the
adjacent Tertiary- or Quaternary-age volcanics that bound the river on the south site at this location
(see geology discussion in previous section) (Figure 11a). The large angular boulders are the primary
navigation hazard at this site. The thalweg elevation drops about 2.6 feet over the 230-foot length of
the rapid between XS2 and XS5 (gradient of about 61 fpm) (Figure 39). The median bed material
size in the sampled portion of the site was 59 mm (2.3 inches) and the Dss was 188 mm (7.4 inches).
Individual particles up to 2.5 to 3 feet in diameter are scattered throughout the rapid (Figure 11b).
Bankfull widths at the surveyed cross sections at this site ranged from 85 to 160 feet, and averaged
about 115 feet.

The most upstream Site PN is located in the crossing between two bends in the highly sinuous
portion of the disputed reach at RM 71.6, in the area known as Mosquito Flats (Figure 40). Gradient
in this portion of the reach is relatively flat, at about 3 fpm, on average. The water-surface slope
through the site at the time of the surveys was less than 2 fom (Figure 41). The bed material in this
portion of the reach is composed primarily of sand and fine to medium gravel. The median size of
the material in the bulk sample collected from the point bar at the site was about 1.5 mm (coarse
sand), the Ds4 size was about 3.2 mm (fine gravel), and the maximum particle size was in the range
of 12 to 15 mm (medium gravel). Based on observations during the field work, this material is
believed to be representative of the material throughout most of the Mosquito Flats reach. Bankfull
channel widths at the surveyed cross sections at this site ranged from 75 to 115 feet, and averaged
about 90 feet. As can be readily seen in Figure 41, flow depths are significantly greater in this part
of the reach than the downstream steeper reaches. Thalweg depths at the time of the surveys, when
the discharge was only about 14 cfs, ranged from 1.8 to 4.5 feet and averaged about 3 feet. Although
overhanging wood on the outsides of the bends presents a safety hazard, a competent boatman
should be able to navigate through this relatively low velocity reach without significant challenges.

2.3.3. Changes Affecting Natural Condition of the Disputed Reach

The test of navigability strictly applies to ordinary and natural conditions of the river at the date of
statehood. Since the amount of specific information about the river at that time is limited, my
assessment of the characteristics of the river was primarily based on modern-day conditions,
although | reviewed other available information to help understand whether the river has changed
sufficiently in all or part of the reach since 1959 in a way that would affect its navigability. The
approximately 2-mile reach near and downstream from the mouth of Chicken Creek has been
significantly altered by historic dredging, although most of these activities likely occurred prior to
Alaska’s statehood (Yeend, 1995). In any case, this part of the reach is not in its natural condition
today, nor was it likely in that condition at the date of statehood. It is my understanding that the
United States has previously opined that this part of the reach was navigable at the date of statehood;
thus, it is excluded from my analysis.
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Figure 39. Thalweg (i.e., minimum bed elevation) and surveyed water-surface profile (~10 cfs)
at Site P1.

Figure 40. Looking upstream at the Mosquito Fork River in the vicinity of Site PN. (Study site is
located along the bare point bar in the lower right of the photo.) Photo by R. Mussetter,
August 15, 2013. Discharge ~15 cfs.

Bob Mussetter, Tetra Tech 36
December 18, 2014
Revised March 27, 2015



2195

-o~Thalweg

—4—Surveyed Water Surface
2194 T 7
2193 |
%.2192 |
T |
[~
S ‘
B
2191
w
2190 |
2189 !
2188 —+ - +— i 1 - S
100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900
Distance (feet)
Figure 41. Thalweg (i.e., minimum bed elevation) and surveyed water-surface profile (~14 cfs)

at Site PN.

The area from approximately RM 3 to a short distance upstream from the Taylor Highway Bridge
has also been subjected to dredging activity, and this activity continues to the present. In addition,
construction of the Taylor Highway Bridge has impacted the channel characteristics; thus, this portion
of the reach is also not in its natural condition. In spite of these impacts, however, the "Rock Garden”
feature described above that limits navigation through this part of the reach appears to be composed
primarily of boulders and cobbles that were carried to their present location by the river. While some
of this material may have been derived from construction of the bridge, the bulk are of natural origin
from upstream sources.

Significant historic in-channel and overbank dredging activity also occurred in the vicinity of Ingle
Creek, between RM 6 and RM 7; thus, this area is also not in its natural condition. It is my
understanding that most of the dredging activity at this location was also conducted prior to Alaska’s
statehood. As a result, it is not possible to definitively state whether this area would have been
navigable under ordinary and natural conditions.

Beyond these specific areas, | saw little evidence in the field or from the other available information
that the remainder of the disputed reach has changed sufficiently as a result of either human activities
or natural processes to affect its navigability, either since the date of Alaska’s statehood or from its
historical, natural condition.
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2.4. Hydrologic Conditions in the Disputed Reach

The quantity, duration and timing of flows in the disputed reach are key factors in determining
whether the Mosquito Fork was navigable when Alaska became a state. The stream gage at the
Taylor Highway Bridge that is currently operated by the NOAA National Weather Service (NWS)
(Gage Designation FMMAZ2) is the primary source of stage data for the project reach. The NWS has
collected a reasonably consistent set of stage measurements at this location during the open-water
season since 2006, and they also collected a number of individual stage and discharge
measurements during 1999, 2000, 2003 and 2005 (Table 3). Stage measurements prior to 2013
were taken manually using the wire-weight gage that is located on the upstream side of the bridge.
In 2013, an automated stage recorder was installed on the downstream side of the bridge and hourly
readings are available from this instrument for most of the 2013 and 2014 open-water seasons. The
BLM also collected data at this location between 1991 and 2004, and the USGS collected a series
of measurements during the 1950s and early 1960s.

2.4.1. Analysis of Taylor Highway (FMMA2) Gage Data

The BLM used the available paired flow and stage measurement data to develop rating curves for
the Taylor Highway gage, and they used these curves to convert the measured stages for the period
from 1998 through 2004 to discharges. Since measured stage data were not available for all of the
days in the open-water season, they used an interpolation procedure to fill in the missing days to
provide a complete flow record for these years.

Other flow data in the disputed reach include a series of measurements made by the State at various
locations along the reach to support their claims in this case in 2009, 2011, 2012 and 2013, and a
series of measurements made by the BLM and Tetra Tech to support this study in 2013. While these
individual measurements are useful for understanding conditions at the time of the data collection,
and to a limited extent, variations in flow along the reach, they do not provide a basis for assessing
the long-term flow conditions in the river that are key to assessing whether the river was navigable
under ordinary and natural conditions at the date of statehood.

In their hydrology report for this case (Hill et al., 2014), the State presented flow duration curves that
are intended to illustrate the percentage of time different levels of discharge were equaled or
exceeded on an average annual basis during the May through September period. These flow
duration curves are misleading with respect to the question of navigability because they do not reflect
the highly episodic nature of flow events during the open-water season that are driven by individual
rainstorms.

Although the specific method for developing the curves is not clearly explained, the curves may also
be inaccurate because they appear to be based on incomplete records. The caption for Figure 31 in
Hill et al. (2014) indicates that the curve is based on “1,617 daily average values for May-September”
for the period-of-record data set that appears to include the measurements taken by the USGS in
the mid-1950s and early 1960s, the 1999 through 2012 measurements taken by the NWS, and an
additional 1,377 daily average values for May-September from the BLM 1996 through 2004 data set.
The number of daily average values in the BLM data set makes up less than 45 percent of the days
in the indicated period, and the NWS data set contains 672 measured stages in 2006 through 2012,
or less than 30 percent of the available days (Table 3). Hourly readings are available for 110 days
in 2013 and 101 days in 2014, or about 40 percent of the days.
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Table 3. Number of available stage and discharge (in parentheses)
measurements at the Taylor Highway Bridge.
u.S. Bureau of National
Year Geological Land Weather Aﬁ:ﬁg?{’:&?ﬂ:ﬁf
Survey Management Service
1954 1(1)
1957 1
1959 3(3)
1963 1(1)
1964 1(1)
1987 21 (4)
1989 1(1)
1990 3(3)
1991 27 (1)
1992 26 (2)
1993 53 (1)
1994 42 (3)
1995 70 (3)
1996 56 (2)
1997 46 (2)
1998 41 (3)
1999 53 (3)
2000 44 (2)
2001 32 (2)
2002 30 (3)
2003 43 (2)
2004 15 (2)
2005 2
2006 80
2007 105
2008 102
2009 108 14 (14)
2010 114
2011 81 9 (9)
2012 82 4(4)
2013* 110 1(1)
2014* 101

*NWS - Number of days of available data in 2013 and 2014. Data collected hourly

using automated recorder.
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To overcome the above issues, a complete record of flows for the May through September period
from 1996 through 2004 and 2006 through 2014 was developed from the available data. (Sufficient
data are not available to develop a similar record for 2005.) The BLM 1996 through 2004 record,
discussed above, was used directly in the analysis. For the subsequent period from 2006 through
2014, Tetra Tech converted the available stage records to discharge using the latest (2004) version
of the stage-discharge rating curve from the BLM analysis (Figure 42), and then filled in the missing
days using the Maintenance of Variance Extension (MOVE.1) technique (Helsel and Hirsch, 2002;
Hirsch et al., 1993). The Fortymile River near Steele Creek (USGS Gage No. 15348000) was used
as the index station for the MOVE.1 analysis. The BLM stage-discharge rating curve is based on 10
paired stage-discharge measurements taken at the Taylor Highway Bridge between June 1992 and
September 2004. The reason for selecting these specific measurements as the basis for the curve
is not known, but they are very consistent with the other available measurements, and the resulting
rating curve is also very consistent with the complete data set. The small variation between the rating
curve and the data points that were collected over a 13-year period also indicates that the channel
geometry and hydraulic conditions in this area did not change during the measurement period. The
rating curve is also very consistent with more recent measurements taken by the State in 2009 and
2012 and by Tetra Tech on August 2013. Based on these data, it appears that the river is relatively
stable in this area, and it is reasonable to apply the BLM rating curve to the recent stage data.

The Fortymile River near Steele Creek gage provides an excellent index station because it is located
in the same stream system, about 20 miles downstream from the mouth of the Mosquito Fork, and
thus, includes the Mosquito Fork flows. As a result, the flows at this location should typically respond
to the same basin-wide hydrologic events. Comparison of the hydrographs at the two gages for
concurrent periods indicates that the flow patterns are, in fact, very similar (Figure 43).In addition,
the correlation coefficient (R?) between the corresponding mean daily flows at the two gages is 0.88,
indicating strong correlation between the flows at the two gages (Figure 44). In applying the MOVE.1
analysis to fill in the Mosquito Fork data, an initial estimate of the each missing discharge was made
using the MOVE.1 equation. In spite of the strong correlation, there is still sufficient scatter in the
individual data points to create discontinuities between the estimated values and adjacent (in time)
recorded values. To avoid these discontinuities where this occurred, the estimated flows were scaled
to the closest (in time) measured discharges at the Mosquito Fork gage. The resulting flow records
provide reasonable estimates of the flows in the Mosquito Fork on the days with missing records
(Figure 45).

To provide a general characterization of the range and duration of flows during the open-water
season on an average annual basis, a flow duration curve was developed using the complete flow
record (Figure 46). This curve indicates that mean daily flows at Taylor Highway are less than 1250
cfs about 75 percent of the time, less than 570 cfs about half the time between May 1 and September
30, less than 280 cfs about 25 percent of the time and less than 120 cfs about 10 percent of the time
(Figure 46). The curve shown in Figure 46 indicates slightly higher discharges for a given
exceedence frequencies than the curve presented in Hill et al. (2014). For example, the Hill et al.
(2014) curve indicates that the median discharge from the incomplete, recorded data is about 475
cfs, and flows are less than 230 cfs about 25 percent and less than 100 cfs about 10 percent of the
time, respectively.

As noted above, the flow-duration curve does not reflect the episodic nature of the higher flows, and
this must be considered in relation to the question of navigability because the discharge in the river
typically rises above the base flows only in response to individual rainstorms and then recedes back
to near the baseflows after the storm ends. As a result, the actual time periods during which flows
may be sufficiently high for navigation typically occur for relatively short periods throughout the open-
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water season that are separated by periods of much lower flows. For example, during 2007, the
flows were less than 500 cfs for 58 of the 153 days (~38 percent) during the May through September
period, but this occurred during 6 different occasions for durations of one to 16 days that were
scattered more or less uniformly throughout the period from June 21 through the end of September

(Figure 45). The implications of this issue will be addressed in more detail in a subsequent section
of this report.
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Figure 42. Stage discharge rating curve for the Mosquito Fork River at Taylor Highway Bridge
developed by the BLM using stage-discharge measurements collect in 1999 through
2004. Also shown are the data points used to develop the rating curve and other
available paired stage-discharge data points.
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Figure 43. Recorded discharges at Fortymile River near Steele Creek and Mosquito Fork River
at Taylor Highway during the 2007 open-water season showing the typical
correspondence in flow patterns between the two locations.
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Figure 44. Concurrent measured mean daily flows at Fortymile River near Steele Creek (USGS
Gage No. 15348000) and Mosquito Fork River at Taylor Highway (NWS Gage
FMMAZ2) for the period from May 1, 2006 through September 30, 2014. Also shown
is the MOVE.1 regression line that was used to fill in the missing discharges in the
Mosquito Fork 2006 through 2004 record.
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Figure 45. Recorded discharges at Fortymile River near Steele Creek and Mosquito Fork River
at Taylor Highway during the 2007 open-water season. Also shown are the
discharges for the missing days at the Mosquito Fork gage estimated using the
modified MOVE.1 technique.
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Figure 46.




2,4.2. Estimated Flows at Locations Upstream from Taylor Highway

The flow record for the Taylor Highway gage discussed in the previous section strictly applies only
to Study Site P9. Flows at sites upstream from P9 will vary from those at the gage, primarily because
of the reduction in contributing drainage area, although the spatial distribution of the precipitation
during any particular event, among other factors, will also have an effect. The USGS (Wiley and
Curran, 2003) developed relationships that can be used to predict the magnitude of mean daily flows
at ungaged sites for a range of durations using the data from the active stream gages in different
regions of Alaska. A set of relationships were developed for high-flow conditions (i.e., durations of
exceedence ranging from 1 to 15 percent) and a separate set of low-flow relationships (i.e.,
exceedance durations ranging from 50 to 98 percent) were developed for each of the three months
of July, August and September (Figure 47). For Region 5, in which the Mosquito Fork is located,
the independent variables in high-flow relationships are the drainage area (A), and mean annual
precipitation (P), and the low-flow relationships also include the mean basin elevation (E).

The relationships shown in Figure 47 were used to estimate the flow records for each of the upstream
sites based on the Taylor Highway flow record. The drainage area and mean basin elevation for
each of the sites was developed from a Digital Elevation Model (DEM) obtained from the 7.5 by 7.5
inches, 10 m National Elevation Data set (fip:/ftp.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/), and the mean annual
precipitation was estimated from the Precipitation Map for Alaska obtained from Brabets (1998)
(http://agdc.usgs.gov/data/usgs/water). The resulting drainage areas ranged from 466 mi? at the
most upst