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EARLY SETTLEMENTS. 103 

there was qUite a popUl,a:ti.oii around Phoenix, 
probably five hundred· perEions. . · 

·This was the begin:rillig ·of :a ~ettlement in the 
deserts of Arizona which, at tlJ.i~ writi;ng, 1!}1,8, 
has developed, into a city of 30;000 people, ·with 
all rp.odern iinprO'verp.ents, paved streets, . e~ec-

. tric lights, eleetri~ cars, la.:r:g~ busiries& hous~s, 
and . banks with deposits· ~gg:r.~gating ··over ~en 
millions of dolla~s~ in the heart of a valley whe~e 
two b,undred thousand acres .of' larrd!'are mider 
.cultivation, w±th annual products approximat~ 
ing -twenty millions of dolla:r;s, and which is o:n,ly 
the l;>eginning of, perhaps, one of the richest and 
most p:i'o$perous communities under -the ·Ameri-

. can flag.· - -· 
A settlement was . also started on the sauth 

side of the ··river at what was -then known as 
Hayden's Ferry. The first cari.al · taken out 
tli~re was projected by Swilling and.-h:is asso- . 
ciates, and was completed: about the year l869 . . 
Oharles Trumbull :S.:ayden located ther.e about 
the year 1870; :l,lso- Captain Sharp, Winchester 
Miller, Niels Peterson, and other pioneers of· 
the South :Side. · · . . 
- Captain Sharp afterwards moved from Tempe 
to Alh~b:r_a, · about three ·i:niles · £ro~ :P,hoeni.x, 
where he died a few years ago. · I -have· been 
unable to learn- ar;tything of. his early life. I 
knew him persorially, h<;>wever. · El:e ·was ·an . 
industrious farmer anSJ. a gqod citizen . . 

Charles TrurribulL Hayden, -a .biograpl:J.y of 
whom is given in Volume I<J:, .was the :founder o~ 
Tempe, where his son, Oafl Hayden, the first 
representative in Oongress of the'_ State of ~i
zona, was born. Mr. Hayden established the 
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104 HISTORY OF .A.RIZON A.. 

first ferry there, and also the first mer~~,ntile 
business. He was known as the '' Fatl;ier of 
Tempe. '~ -

ln a letter wrltt.en by ·Charles Trumbull Ha.Y:
Q.~JJ, under · date of Fe by. 8th~ 1898, to Joseph 
Fish, Mr. Hayden, speaking of the tiine he w·as. 
~r.obate Ju4ge says: ·. 

"I was the first · Probate Jl!.<lge in Tucson, 
A.. T., und¢r the law~ of New :M':exico that w~re · 
extended over this Territory on its formation. 
'r,hey' gave the Probate Judge limiteP. civil arid 
crirpjnal jurisdiction, and in the year I occu-:
pied the bench, there was no case of death, ·not 
a ciyil case, and only one criminal case before 
the court, and that ·crime wa::; -committed -by. a 
citizen of Sonora. The five hundred Mexicans
that constituted nearly all of the pop1Jl~t10n···of 
rrU.cson, like the American population upo];l. the . 
very extreme frontier, se.ttled their. D_Wi;t: dis
putes without the aid of the courts.'' 

Winchester Miller, who was located at 'remp·e 
wfl.en: Oharles Tri.unbull Hayden arrived -there, 
was, according to the Fish manuscript, a native 
of:O,bio, -coming to Arizona·in 1870,-and loc~ting 
at TeJ.Dpe, where he died in November, 189R 

- Or hp:i1 it is sai_d, in the Arizona "Republican" 
· .ef-Dec.'.25th, 1901 : . 

''The early settlers of Tempe in opening up 
this Te:rritpry were called upon not .only to en

-dlire . many hardships . but fa_ce the greatest 
~l!:t;lgers as well. ~erhaps one of the ·bravest 

_ .. an<l most re~pected of these old timers was Win
·chest~r ¥:iller . . Miller was a man possessed 
With a nerve of iron and did not know the mean
ing of fear. He used to relate an excitmg 
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episode that occurred. back in the 70's or there
abouts, when he held the -9ffiCe or sheriff. -We 
give it herewith as he told it "to a friend of his. 
It is claiined to be an absolute -fact: 

''In ex~cuting the duties- of his -office at one 
tjme it unfortunatElly became necessary for 
Winchester to hang two Indiap!3; _ While U)l

doubtedly-it was an unpleasant job Miller went 
about the business and _ stretched the redsk:ins' 
necks in the most a,pproved fashion. When :b,e 
had finished they were good Indi~s and all 
they needed was a pair of -w:illgs each. . : . 

.. ' 'He was living on the ranch now owned by 
Mons Ellingson. One 'day not long after he 
had given the two Indians their _ quietus, a~ 
M;:iller was s_tanding in the yard ~ear his -ho-q~e, 
his quick eye noted risirlg in the distance a great 
cloud or dust r;l,pidly approaching. - It _did I,l.Ot 
requite a secotJ.d glance for him to realize that 
a band of painted _ bloodthirsty savages were 
sw~oping down upon him to aven.ge the death 
of their two brethren. SteppW.,g into his P-ouse 
the nerVy pioneer took his rifle from its peg, 
buckled on two cartridge belts; stuck in a couple 
of six shooters and a knife, and return~d to the 
yard. Fortunately there was a fexice about his 
house,_ behind whiclt he took his s~~d. 

"All this took. but a short time; ·but w;hen 
Miller reached the fence -the savages were in 
full view, coming pellmell, yelling in t4eir eager
ness and excitement iri anticipatiPP- -- ()~ plenty 
of loot, incendiarism-and scalps. -Oh they came, 
a horde of 250, not obse;rVi:p,g V,Vin¢"hester :Miller 
behind the fence until they bumped up against 
the end of his gun. As soon a:s _ th~y were in 




