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he history of whitewater boating in 

Grand Canyon is rich with color-

ful characters, from one-armed Major 

Powell to the daring Kolb Brothers; 

from the pioneers of motorboats to the entre

preneurs who developed visitation on a grand 

scale. Yet nothing tells the story of these in

novators better than the boats they chose to 

challenge America's biggest whitewater. River 

running's evolution follows the modification 

Below: Et!sworth (left} 
and Emery Kolb (with 
Bert Lauzon on the 
batk) before running 
Wattenberg Rapid on 
Christmas Eve, 1311. 
photo: Ko!b Bros. NAU.PH. 
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of boats and techniques developed for this 

unparalleled fastwater proving ground. The 

story of Grand Canyon boating continues 

today as new materials are incorporated in 

rowing rafts, motor rafts, and dories; qui

eter, cleaner engines and new composite oars 

propel them, and new techniques of running 

rapids continue to push river running into an 

ever-safer and more enjoyable future. Yet as 

exciting as today's world of whitewater is', .it 

is made far richer by preserving, inter~r6!i~g, 
and understanding the boats and the ~g·~rers 
that brought_.~s here. ~~i 

.,,~ 

Cove1': In Wattenberg 
Rapid, the Edith hit 
a rock, tearing a large 
hole in her side. The 
Kolb Brothers and 
Bert Lauzon spent 
Christmas Day, 1911 
repairing Emery's boat 
with tin, canvas, and 
pieces:.of Y(!es_quite. 
~hoto::_'kil!b 1Br<\'~:-~·- :- v 
NA8;PH.56si_y;J7 : ··,... .,. . 
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... ,,,.,, , .. Eascem i.ndtlstriali::t, Julius 

a group of.four igh on the-Colorado's bouldery shore

line in the heart of Grand Can)ron lies 

an-old metal rowboat. For nine de

cades it has represented the: highpoint 

CHARI.! IE 

of comic calamity on the.riv~r. IFI NAI.I. Y 
Chade{Russell joined 'with his old partner 

BertLopedn 1914 to film their whitewater ABANDONS 
rrif)4oWfi the COlorado~ Budn/Utah's Cata

ract Canjron,.RUSsell-sank his bOat. St~sh

_iflg Loper's l~_oar; ·the tw~ made· <~;h arduous 
h)ke,.r~ ·dVilizati~rt~ .Lopi!r designed arid bu_ilr 
a_ thi~d...::_and far superior~J:>Oat frOm gal-

boarpilod~QsWdl-~~R6ss'' W.hec:ler. 

diSakreemenr,· LOpei' 

4J:t)·p};ed ·otit'<)fth~ 
~Xpe<;Ilii01\ ·-Rti.sseH 
ro·Ok rhe Ross ·--wh:ee!~r 
ani;l.a· rieW_p'_ew '<ind 

THE ROSS 



soon w<id~~ed rhe--ri·e~·boat-in ·th~ roCkS :it 

()rystaU::::rer•k.I\af>id. Jbe}' cliriibed:out again 

the 

hiS 'fathCr Saw on the Yukon. Called cataract 

boatS, ·they were much wider than the tradi~ 

donal GalfoWa}r bpats then -in use ori -t~e-Col~ 

c::mido: Alld_ Using JllO_defn marine -plyWO~d, 

they Wefc,{ar easi¢r.t() bu:ilq. Wit}p~e-_help_of · 
;Don f!ar.rl~; 'NeV'iils Pullt:3. fleer ·of three_ boats, 

pa>tn.irrgbtir own WEN after.hisfather,W.E. 

No.rm _NeVill/s·c-i.ita~ 
ract boa~,. tke W~N, 
]ufi;(2.4,-19,'{9. 
pho_tO: P.~.:l~d!!y 

NAU.-PI1. 97.46,8~.15 



an·d huge sausage~ like sponsons along the 

sides, made from inner tubes of Fifth Avenue 

b_us tires." For added buoyancy-he crammed 
in eight. additional inner rubes and fiv_e beach 

balls. He named it the Escalanie. 
Gr-ant's pluck knew no· bounds . .He 

-de~cribed gertin·g-hit -~ythe huge_WaVes in 

House. Rock Rapid: "about-halfway'thtoti,gh 

.one of the_ little fellows picked the -Escalante 

up, and:slapped -her down sffi:i'rdy_O):J: her 

tOp~ide~, :I.eaving ~e sput_.t¢riri.g in_the wa-ter 
alOn-gSide·~ In a·illolnent, clirrlbing.On'her:keei, 

1 h3.d _the foldbOar :under ·control again a'ri.d 
pad~led ashPre'almost as .easily as if she Wefe 

tight ·side Up-." 
I:Ie ran most !.apids b11i:, followirig Nev~ 

ills's lead;·portaged Herfnit-and Lava Falls. 

J)Pon. finiShing rhe,riV~i, _the -gro1,1p caught_ 
a tOw aCrb~s Lake Mead, afi:iving ar· BOulder 

-Be~ch oil 1\.ugu.st ·3 .. \Xtrot~.N~-vifls:. ·"PiC
tures ·are taken·an~ :z:~e is _thes_e!J.sa~ion of 
rhehour:and jus.tifiablysci_-as:he turned in a 

Swell }Ob:ofbringillg·_~is _boat·-thru." 

veil ~urillg_ -_~is. Hferim·e:·:B_er.c:Loper 
was knoWn as the Gf~nd. Old--Man of 

"- - '' 

rhe·:Colo~ado·: He:,~a~_:born··in BOwliilg 
-. Gre_eri1_ 1V,fi.Ss.O'U(i_ip.J89.9.just a_s his 
later_ he'ro,Jo_hh We.Sley 

_.POwell :Vi:-~ fi_rsr.:expl{)r:
.i_Jlg ~~_e __ -C9loradp. 
E_~sell'i:iiilly. Orpl.utned 
When.-he,Was fouf; 

-Lo~.e~:-~.S ()~----~i~()~~ 
by the ag<;:·qfthirteen~ . 

. -fie 'Walld~re'd 
. . v{~$t; Wo_rking 

as ~'ditch::.' 

digger; 

~pi~·.,Si~tnii~+; 
'arid 'hitd,.:ro~k: 

rriiher befOre 

BERT 

LOPER: 

.GRAND 

.()LI)MAN 

OF.TI-IE 

t:CnORADO 

B_c_d·'Lop.er; · 
ltge-_69, -1939. 
,NAU.PH. 
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day, Loper flipped in 24Y2-Mile Rapid. Loper 

was last seCn motionless) 'floa~irig downriv~r. 

That ev~ning they fo~nd )lis boat and 

41, 



end of.World War II, whcll surplus military 

rafts 'flOOded ·the market, that tnflatablcs made 

·a serious.shpwing on the Colorado. Scouting 

groupS fro~.Salt:Lake City began ·running 

multi~bO<li:. r.afting trips through Glen C~n

yon, and it wis nodong before thC boats were 

~orninon 'in .Grand.Can)ion. 

pne·ploneer.ofinflai:~bles was .by. 
far .. the. rhost · fatnous·WoiTian: bdar·man 
():(all t'iini!,' ·c.eprgie White .. 'She m.ade 



with a canvas deck to keep the boat light. In 

1959 he ran Cataract Canyon on the upper 

Colorado River in one of his new boats. In 

1960 Kirschbaum became the first person to 

kayak every rapid without portage, as well 

as the first to paddle a rigid kayak through 

Grand CanyOn. After upsetting in Hance 

Rapid, "a giant's.fist, then, it seemed, dragged 

me out of my kayak."_He lost his paddle and 

tried to swirp the boat ashc;>re. He was twice 

sucked u~der by whirlpools as he drifred 

toward the next rapid. "Finally, I 

thought of the 'spare paddle that 

I always keep on my rear deck, 

!lSSe~bled, f~athered, ~i1d ready 

to use, I pulled it qff, rode ·and 

BOATS 

.RUN 

UPRIVER 



Hem,Htqg's P,mer.icallli<:;ensee ·cQncelved .the 

a p.ron1ot.ional trip ·u1Y the· Colcil-ado 
n the spring of 1963 the newly built Glen 

Canyon Dam pinched the Colorado 

River's flow to 1,000 cl1bic feet per 

second-a mere trickle compared to its 

normal flOw-_oflO,OOO to 20,0'00 cfs. River 

running photographer Bill Bdlcnap proposed 
tO _h-is· friend_ QtiS "Dock" ;Marstan··a trip 

dowh this tiny _"n·ew". riyer. Bell~nap·pitched 

his-ide_a ~0 sever<ll n]agazin_es, got a_coritract 

fro111_rhe _National P~uk Sqr:,rice.to rake_pho~ 
tpgraphs _Of.rfte:Ultra .. low river; ·and ~qU.ght rhe 
id~~l 'boat {or ·-the expedition. 

In a madile.'S~lpply hous~ ·Bell-map spotte;d 

a small f<>-~m;soredplastiC b:oar: D~Sig11ed 
Pdm~rily as} flitt-:Va~er·tojran~ 11at!Jor ·render, 

: rhe,-SpNtyak II lq~ked_to, be. the-perfect craft 

for the steep rocky rapids -Belknap antidpa_t~d. 

He talked th~·-·tnari4f:t.Cni~e~_ intC. d9natillg 

them, :a:nd.:On-~~gUSt. 5, -1963 -left 
L<e~'i F<:rr:y~rid1his l;pn Bu:Zz; DockMaisron; 

rarrge.r Nlacl< lvfilf,~,r,. ~nd a good friend; 

Clil'f S<,gerbl0;11, 'Nhc< br,ought his 

AINID BILl. 

ROW LOW 

IFI.OW 

OtiS "Dock" 
Marston' in 1950, 
'thil:ie_m 'years before he 
raf»i:.d·hJs Sportyak II 
down rhe·d~pleted.floW 
:ofth'e-_Colorado ttjter 

Glen 'Canyan 'Dam 
Was dosed. 
NAU.PH. 

~i7A6.l11.98 



jagged toCks above 

the 'water and 'down 

'to 'the-foot-of the 

two-proposed-dams Within ~he Canyon. He 

convince~ boadess Reilly to _try a -radically 

diffefem h~~ll~bregon's Mackenzie River 

Drift Boar. Jhese .·flar?-_sided, high-prowcd 

fishing boats--:-cessend~lly dories~had 

eVolve'd -oh ·Oregon Rivers for whit~water 

navigation·: ·By u:Si11g -~dlly's. deckhig theories, 

a:~d ball~stii1g the_Qoats with-food and gear, 

·th_e two :men c.i¢e_ ~P. With 'Whiit 'remains the 

ultirriate :hat~-hUqed --WhiteWater-boa.t, th¢ 
':!ran<l.\c-anJ'On dory. 



. ---, 

support th~- Ni.ulcin'al Pat'k Ser:vke's vision for 

a stclte_-of-_th~-~~i_t_~·~iyer-:l~_erira~e mus~um to be 
housed Y(lthin,one ofthe-principal historic 

hulldi.iigs l.ti:.the Park~s-SOU~h 'Rirri_. "This _~trik
i'n_g stonC st·ructure ·is -lo:cated·:in aneye,-c:itch~ 

ing_ site, just south-_acrOss the r1.Hrci_ad.t,r.acks 
froin t~1C 'Bright Angel LO.dg~. 

We are :workh1g :!:lard with Our partners, 

the National Park Service and th~ Grand 
Qahyon_~ssociatioii, onthis'_projeCt. To
gether, weare-~1~ldilg p_rogress. A_li:eitdy-an _ . 

iitchil:e<:i:'ural firm ha~_pt~oduCed ·a feas'ibility 

- stud}r .witli'btdlding re_novb.tipn ahd ~isplay 

' · boats have 

W_ork is-_-nC'arly ~b.\ripie're~ 

\Vicily6.~tf )l~lp_; the :Grand Canyoti ·Ri\i~r. 
H<,tittag;c (:oalitic•nwill contin4e ):vork.ln·g_ 

""'~ "~''''"'C' thi'prop<>Seiiriver her.it,a,ge mu' 
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