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4 • Those Old Yellow 

Although modern newspapers are no longer the objects of pity 
that they were in frontier times, one characteristic has remained con

stant, at least in substance--the news. Pioneer editors published about 
the same kind of copy as their modern counterparts-------current events 

(although in the early days it was not so current), short literary pieces, • 

tips on better living, human-interest stories, and general information, 

In reporting the news, the size of the newspapers severely restricted 
the amount of news an editor could cram into its columns. Most 

papers consisted of four pages published weekly-although multi

page dailies appeared toward the end of the frontier period. 
The end of frontier journalism occurred with the appearance 

dailies, the use of power presses and linotypes, friendlier professional 
relationships and the decline of verbal combat, the adoption of sound 

business principles (adopting the old adage of "no pay, no service"), 

the lessening of competition, and the trend of one newspaper per town 
or city. The final step was the development of the "metropolitan syn

drome"-mass circulation, reliance on revenues from advertisers and 
subscribers, use of high technology, division and narrowing of edito

rial responsibilities, greater reliance on national sources of news, and 

in the case of Arizona, ownership and control by large private corpo
rations. None of this happened at once, but clearly by 1900 an eraha<J 

passed. 
Newspapering was an urban phenomenon. Editors joined the 

band of urban professionals (lawyers, doctors, preachers, teachers, 

army oflicers,,merchants, and entrepreneurs) who acted as the driving 
forces in frontier communities. As a rule, a newspaper's fortunes 

or fell with the success or failure of the town it served. 

Like the first towns, ~izona's first newspapers were chancy dllaw;,. 

Neither Tubac nor La Paz lived up to the promises of their prc:>rnLOt<,rs; 

though their editors heralded them as coming metropolises. Tucson 

Mesilla, strongholds of the provisional Territory of Arizona before 
present north -south boundary separated New Mexico and Arizona, 

published unsuccessful newspapers before either community had 
adequate reading public. Only the Prescott and Arizona City 

journals survived the early tribulations of frontier development. 1 

The S 

Charles Poston and William and Thomas Wrightson 
headquarters of the Sonora Exploring and Mining 

Tubac, an abandoned Spanish and Mexican settlement. 
Phocion Way, an agent for the Santa Rita Silver Mining 

it a town of about 15 0 inhabitants (three-fourths of 
Mexican). In 18 59, the Santa Rita Silver Mining Company 

Arizona's first newspaper, the Arizonian, in Tubac. Mter 

issues and a duel, Sylvester Mowry and William Sanders 
the paper and moved it to Tucson 2 

g the two towns, 
pronounced Tubac a 

travelers left behind 
).nlia.t:teriing descriptions of 
, , mentioning its narrow 
,strnrt<>rl by filth and dilap

"1'1il<iin~:s. Of the 600 or 700 

many of the Americans 
t'tmder·ers on the lam; only 

corpses in the graveyard 
a natural death. Certainly 

grist existed for a pair of 
editors, but the 

found the going tough. 

Mowry and Oury, avid 
and Southern sympa-

. hoped to protect their 

from the clutches of 

$eF'ublie<mi:;m." the Civil 

crnmt<'d their operations. Oury stored the press until the U.S. 

'-'"·""'""'u it and used it to print military orders. Sidney R. 
,, '· <e•c<> businessman, revived the Arizonian in 1867. After 

and downs over the next two years, Pierson W Dooner 
editorship, dropped the "i," and made it the Arizonan. 

paper failed in 1871, Arizona's first printing press cranked 
newspapers in Tucson and Tombstone, until William Hattich 

it to the Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society in 1913. 3 
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sheets (early issues of many papers are no longer extant), a sampling 
survey of the newspapers and the prominent editors illustrates the 

excitement and turbulence of the era. 
Globe acquired its newspaper, the Silver Belt, when Judge Aaron 

H. Hackney, the most beloved of all Arizona editors, emigrated in 

1878 to the central Arizona mining town from Silver City, New 

Mexico. Its masthead carved out of wood, the Globe paper stood out 
among its territorial rivals. A kindly, bearded man confined to a 

wheelchair, Hackney seldom involved himself in the bitter con
tretemps of other editors. He spent the remainder of his life, until 

1891, publishing the Silver Belt in Globe8 

In contrast to other communities, Phoenix waited at least eight 

years for its first newspaper. In 18 7 8 Charles E. McClintock founded 

the Salt River Herald, and the following year he brought his younger 
brother James (who later achieved fame as a Rough Rider and a histo
rian) into the establishment. The Herald soon had a rival, the Gazette, 

founded in 1880. Sadly, Charles McClintock died in 1881, just as he 

had gotten his newspaper on its feet9 

Tombstone acquired its first newspaper in 1879, even as the min

ing camp was being built. A. E. Fay and Carlos Tully printed the 
Tombstone Nugget on the old Arizonian press. Then, in 1880, John P. 

Clum established a competitor, which he named the Epitaph. He enti

tled his initial editorial "The First Trumpet," in which he extolled the 

virtues of his fledgling community and predicted that Tombstone 
would soon rival ancient Rome. Notwithstanding Clum's grandiose 

claims, the Epitaph was headquartered in a tent. The makeshift office 

collapsed during a windstorm, causing a week's delay in publica
tion. 10 Although Tombstone flourished for less than a decade, it 

attracted a brilliant group of journalists, many of whom eventually 

migrated to other towns throughout the territory. 
The number of Arizona newspapers continued to grow through

out the 1880s. In Florence and St. Johns, the arrival of newspapers 

indicated those communities' importance as farming and ranching 

centers. (See Appendix for more exact information.) Thomas Weedin, 

--- -----T]l,_ Stage_and_the_l:eading_Actors • 

editor of the Florence Entetprise uided h. 
long, stable period wh'l . , g IS newspaper through a 

l e serv1ng in th · . 
Johns's newspapers on the oth h d e tern tonal legislature. St. 

, er an , came and went . . f 
ter Mormon-Gentile hostility. ' Vlcllms o bit-

Completion of the Southern Pacific d . 
railroads between I 8 8 0 and I 8 8 r an the Atlantic and Pacific 

W
.
11 

3 wstered new com .. 
I cox Benson Holbr k w· I mumtres

them a 'host of , oo ' ms ow, Flagstaff, Kingman-and with 
newspapers. Elsewhere in ea t A . 

~!tie':rc::~~~yt~eS~~~monvil!edVal!ey,Bul!eti: ~~n18 ~~zo;,th~e:a:~; 
acquire several othe 

little empire. 11 r newspapers, creating a 

. . Many pioneer editors shared two comm ., .. 
Itmerant, and they were us all b k on problems: they were 
. b u Y ro e. Some newspap h 
JO s so frequently that th I f r ermen c anged 

ey e t 1ew records Oth h 
majority-led checkered h . ers-per aps. the 

careers, so t at one c 1 d 
ite portrait. However a fe d. d an on y raw a compos-
journalism. The pio~eer ~-/ mahnage to leave their mark on Arizona 

1 or w o emerges is a f r 
and many small faces. man o a 1ew large 

John Marion, first amon A . , . 
cut from a~ uncomm gld nzona s notable pwneer editors, was 

on mo Open! . I' . 
imbiber, he probably consider~d it r y Irre Igwus and a prodigious 
M' wrtunate that the 

mer office and the Prescott brewery were next door 
to each other. Moreover he ran hi 
for the benefit of the ;, h' s ne':;'spaper solely 

. w lte people of Arizona 
~a~IOn best displayed his secularism and racism i~ 
D 8 with his scathing depiction of Sidney R 

D e~ong, the editor of the Arizonian. Noting tha; 
e ong had recently joined the Catholic Ch h 

Manon hop d th h urc , h e at t e padres would cure him of 
~ eL low ,and vulgar habit of lying. Contemplating 

e ong s portrait, Marion noted that "h· h d 
and £ . d. Is ea 

. ace m Icate he belongs to the Caucasian ty e of 
man, his forehead is well suited £ fl . p . or attenmg out tortill h' 
proJects some distance from his fac . . as; IS nose 
'smell a mice' His mo th e, and IS, we thmk, large enough to 

. u appears to have been well cut with some dull 
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